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Speech of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

at the Annue.l Dinner of the 
Society of !level Ax:x:hi tecta end !~erine Engineers , 

!leu York , !l .Y. , 
Novenber 19, 1915 

Ass is tan~ Sec::-ete.ry Roosevelt 1-res the next speaker . 

11 T\'lO ye-ars ago, 11 he sa.i d , 11 preperedness ,.Te.A not a very pO.!JUlvr 
subject . Look a t the situation today, end I think you will note 
one of t he most rern.r kable changes in public opinion on a great 
oues tion that has t e.ken p le.ce in yee.rs. Whe.t is beinr; done n01·1 i s 
only a beginning , a nd I have a deep- seated conviction that t he 
countr~r i s aroused as it never we.e before , E'nd , furthermore , thE~.t 
it is going tlu·ou{;h ,;ith thi s propos iti on to the end. " 

"'rhe vitRl ruestion in ell this t~lk of [is] prepe~edness of 
publi c opi nion . But rirht here I Hant to se.y there iR much to 
be said for the t Congressman l••ho i s honestly convinced the.t this 
country i s in no de.nr;er and 1·1ho believes i f trouble d id come e 
nillion men uould spring to arms over nie;ht. The 11hole ouest ion 
in my opi nion has resolved itself into one of public education . 
Fr om e epiri t of ape thy , l a c!< of interest, >Ihich wee evident even 
et t h i s time a yeer ago , there has t•ken )' l ees in this country e 
[!Teet chancre in that the people ere now uillinr to li•ten . The 
a verage man realizes that we are not safe fran the possibility 
of Wflr or etteclt, and he now knm·;s feirly uell the nRval and 
military Aituation in his country . The people of the country 
todF.Iy , 1 t is cui t e apparent, l·:e.nt P. better nr e!)e.redness . 11 

from : The New Yor k Times , November 20 , 1915 (4:4). 

cop ied: by RLJ, November 3, 1949 . 
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