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RELEASED FOR SU!IDAY , AUGUST 27, 1916, 

Fr a nklin D. Roosevelt , Assistant !';ecr etar y of t he Navy , in t he 

course of h is s peech a t Ki t tery , Ma.i tle , Sa t urday , said : "Republica n 

l eader s admit tha t the cour se of the Pr esi dent in international a f

fai r s is going to g ive him thousands of votes of thinki n.; Republi

cans - tha t i s t r ue ; but i t i s a l so a f ac t that the record of t he 

\dministration in givi ng t o t he country for four years an honest 

:;ovcr nment and an i mpartial govermrent , will S'"in3 , and ~as a l ready 

swung countless other thousands t o his support. I am sorry for i::Z.. 

;iughes ; not because he is going to be defeat ed , but because he has 

already fa l len i nto the hands of a lot of untrust1·;orthy men - the 

same as Taft did . Hushes di d not need to go to California t o ge t 

¢itrous f r uit; it has been handed him by his so- calla~ friends e ve r 

h nce he 1vas nominated. He was told that two Republicans h:ad been 

f orced out '7hen the Democra t s came in , and now it turns out that one 

of them admi ts he r esigned vol untar i l y, and the other i'ras replaceC. 

hy a !:>e tter man f r om the poi nt of viet7 of gooC. ;.:;usiness met~10C.s . 

The la.tost attack is on t he Civi l SerVi ce , anC. ! violate no co;'lfi

dence in saying that President llc llhcnny of <:;e Civil ',cr·tico Con

:nissi on, an appointee of Rooseve l t, who , bec:~·.tse of :"lis t r:~.;,s,aront:,t_ 

honest anc! able c:,uali ti~s , was kept on by Tt.ft and \71lson - 1:c!l~1en:1:~ 

:1as told mo that t!1i s Administration has , ""!i t:1out ~uJ:-;tioa, live .. -. u_ 

:'lOre truly to the spirit and. letter of t!lo Ji.v i l ::o :~ ;'icc :-.2···e t::c:-1 

either of tho preceding admi nistrations . AaC. more t:a.:-n ·.:.::is} t~~c 

Civil :>ervice recorcls \?' ill ; rove this assertion. Huches 



has said that the President has created a lot of commissions. 

Yes, what kind? The Federal Reserve Board , which has stabi-

lized American finances; the Rural Credits Board, which will g ive 

the farmer for the first time in history an equal opportunity 

to obtain credit; the Federal Trade Commission , a boon f or the 

merchants and manufact"urers of the whole country; and , he even 

mentioned with apparent criticism, the Naval Consulting Boar d , t he 

so- called Edison Board of experts who gtve free advice and help 

to the Navy Department - free , mind you - working wi thout 

salary of any kind - men who were selected for membership 

on the Board, not by the President, or by the Secretary of t:1e 

Navy , but by a dozen of the great scientific associations of 

the Nation , and neither the Secret ary nor I have ever had 

the curiosity to find out whether they are Republicans or 

Democrats. 

That is the kind of argu~ent t he Repu~lican can,idate 

for the office of Fresident of the u.S. has been using 

during the pas t month . But the Administra tion :s ~ot in 

the position of answering char3es thank God it i G a~le 

to come f orward with clear eyes and clean :1ands an G. say ··ri t~ a 

note of challenge , ' Here is ~-!~at we have done, here is 

the account of our stewar~ship: scan it; examine it 

from every angle: '.7e stanc! on it as a g:ooc! record • . 11 
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I hcve ht;d the o;;>portunii;y of !mowing most of the 

men in the ccbine·cs of the lc.st ·three presidents , of see

ing something of their work , and I cc.n assure you most 

solemnly thc.t , from the stanc'l.;;>oin·c of c.ccom:Jlishment anc'l. 

good administ•·c.tion , the Departments of ·che Government 

hc.ve never before stood on so high c. plc.ne. 

I need but to give you o.n exo.m:1le of good steword

ship , en exam)le thct you do not hc.ve to take my 1 ~rd 

for, -- something you can see i th your )nn eyes or 1 e::.rn o.·c 

fi1·st h<md with very little trouble . I am r~ferring to ·che 

navy ;yard which lies within your own borders at Kittery . 

When ·chis cdministTc.tion came into power , it found one o::: ·che 

gravest faults of the previous Republican administrations 

had been c.n utterly unbusinessl ike, hc.phazard method of :·un

ning the ncvy yards . Kittery wc.s n magniftcent exc.m;:>le of 

th::.t incompe-'Gency . hie found here c. navy yo.J.~d equi -.>peC: · ·i ·c:1 

s;;>lendid buildings which were empty and idle , end some of 

which ho.G nevel~ been used from ·Ghe time they were buil·C. 

:··e found no porticulcr work suitable to the place assigned 

to this st:C'.tion , which w~s becoming so obviously ~ bu:i.:"c"'.en in

steed of a n asset c.s to lec.d the last Re;;>ubliccn ':ec;. e·c ·• y of 

the Nc.vy to odvise closing it u;;> nltogether . Thc.·c m&e.ll'O 'he 

junking of millions of dollars of government ;;>ro:Jerty c.ne. ·cuTn

ine ou'< into the s·creets wen who had worke c'l. c.ll ·cha ir lives c.ne, 

nho hcd given goof. s ervice. Tho:i:; i s not the Democrc:tic idee 
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of o. busine3s cC..minist;rc.tion. We consul·i;ec~ ·- ith b nsiness-

men . 1"/e ccnvo.sse El ·ohoroughl y wh::o.t this y.:rd coulee or could not 

do. 17e founc1. tho.t for cer·<cin pur;ooses the y<lrd no:s ide .. lly 

cdc.)·Cet. , .:.n e. ·Go- c1.:.y the empt y bui lc!i~~ o.:&.~e f ille cl v ith 

mo.chtnecy c.nd \lith men, ·ohe c ry from the Industric l !l"'.ll:lger 

beii1;' fa:..~ mo:ce r.ccommoO.ctions on ,:..ccom,.i; of the ?ress of \70::tl:: 

in h .. :1f. This is not ~ s?ur-i; . It is not ~~em·_)orc.ry ·- ork . I t is 

·G2.ki<.'1S on of men .::.nd lc.ying ·Chern off c. fer1 v:eeks 1.:. ter , 

c. :noce,'.ure u:tsc.tisf .. c·Co:ty to ·i;he l'Orltme n e:.nd costly ·i;o 

on -~~-~~ ii:&.·'3·i; of ·Chis month . 

If wh.:. t P e h~ve C.one hc.s been ~rofi t~ble to Jlcine c.nc~ ·i;he 

·- ·;o ·i;he Nn.vy itself , foJ.~ in ·i;he ele ct;ricc l :-.:J:n~~r2.tus 

:.~.::; Jeing lil.."'.nufcctur ee~ . ' in the bui lC'~ing 0 f c. submc.:;. ine . in 

~~1~ ·.:!.se o f this yc.rC: 2-s r. :..~eclc. i ,-ains ycre_ f or e l l of our 

. .-:_·;. ;:.: cm1ce:tns , \te rove s.:::.veet ou:;..· !le::n:..~·~men·i;; over c. mil lion 

~.. .... _ _,_._. :.11~e .c_y . unc1 ... ;;he c:l.c:.ily c.-.moun·~ o :L -Ch.:-.:~ s~ving wilJ. 

i~c:. e~ :.e 1~2:Che:.. ·i:;h~.n d i minish . \fe hcv e 't"!.; i;he ~rc.:r.. C ~ .. li 
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sound business mc.no.gement to this yo.rd , o.s we n::..ve D.?:Plied them 

t o e ll yards , e nd the Kittery cost of :;>roc'.uction sto::.n<'.s e t the 

bottom of the list of a ll yards on the Best Cocst . 

We h2.ve mo.de eff iciency the one consider c:Cion 1~1 the em-

:.Jloyment of men . Ask some one who ho.s frienc1s or l~elo:Give s 

working in ·<he y e rd whether politics is o.llOI'tecl. ·oo pl ay cny 

)U:a. .. i; \"Iho:iiev e:t in our rnc.nagement. We hc.ve r efused to c.llow ony 

considerc.tion othe1· then c men ' s effic iency ·to be thought of 

i n both the empl oyment end promotion of our men. ~e h~ve 

formclly no'Cified the leede1·s of ell. ;.xo.rties i n the vic i nity of 

the yc ri!. 'Ghc.t , no matter how bi ·oter c poli ti eel fight might 

be ou·l:isitl.e of the y:::.rd , it must n ot be cc.Triec~ insiCie . I 

w.:.n·i; ·i;o giv e credit to both !)('.rties in this vicinity for 

having , so far c.s I ccn see , l~vee. u:) to ·i;he s:Jiri·C of our 

request. It is our ide::>. of ho11 ·co ge·G vo ·ces for the Democ1·c:<ic 

:?:£l~~;:;y -~hCt rthe J:)t- o::per w:=.y , 'so fo.r ;lS h c.vy :' 2-zYd ~nc.gem~rit · is·· 

conce-tnef·, i9 to keep poli·i:;ics - oti'·~ ~l·t;oge·Gficl" ,;, :'.nd 9 by ·the t . 

efficien·i; :.clmirh s·Cr o.tion ·of ·i;h.e· Y~·-~d.~- . CD i1Vince> vo .. Ge:: s -'cho;(; ·G he 

Democro:Gic ·:x-.r·~y' dese :c v-es Su~Jl')o:r·i:; "Jec:-.use i·t i s \70rl<ing · in Uh·e 

i.htere"s't· of the· :fe"'i?le ~.:rl'ltl. ·i;'he oc.'·i:;i n t wi·Chou·G rega·tc1 ·Go :>et'ty 

politics· in :;>romo-Gions , di s'misil<:!ls ·oc· em_>loymen·os ·at :'the ydi.· c' . 

You knor; ,.,hnt the rovy .,-.:ti'"a il"l~.s . "I f you e..o lfo·G , y du carl H:. 

find ouii v-ery e~."si ly. "Y.ou kn.()·t.\7hP.t \i·i:; is now I or y ou. can··! 

I' .J t .. ' ) ' • • ~ I 

., i f j_ ,.. ..c. .1. -~ ~ 
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go t here ~nQ s ee f or yourselves, a nd ~fter you have b een 

the;,· e or 11.:-.ve asked the people you know hol'l things h ve been 

mc.rw.geC!. ·Ghe:ce under other .::.dminis·t:.. ... ·tions, I .::m willing to 

le~ve H ·~o your own judgment and y ou;,· own good sense ~.s to 

how much ·t:.:u·i:;h there is in the wild c:L~i es of: inefficiency c.nd 

eJ<t l nv~g~nce rth ich Re:,oubllc::m poli'Cicinns , "ti'Chouc l ooking 

or w·o.n·i:;ing to look .:-.t the f .:.cts . rc. ise from ·Cbne ·i:;o ·time in 

the efiort to ·ohrow dust in the •yes of ·ohe :>u':>lic. 
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