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Ron . Frnnklin D. Roosevelt, 

Assistant Secretnry of the N~vy . 

VIP sh i ngton, D. C. 

J~y deA.r Llr . Secretnry :-

I enclose herewith o. stenogrR.phic report 

of your remarks o.t the llevy Le"gue Reception to the naveJ. 

mec1bers of the British Ws>r Col!illli ssion. I nm publishing 

o.n ~.cc ount of that reception in the June issue of Sen Power 

A.nd would very much like to give something of your remarks . 

\'/ill you p lease go over this stenogrnphic report , maki ng 

euch chpnges or corrections ns you thi nk necessary and let­

ting me have something from you which I cnn use for this pur-

pose? 

Sll/CWJ.! 
Enclosure . 

Verytrul~ 

Executive Officer. 
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CR. 300a "VEL'< : 

I have been a sl:ed to greet .dmiral de Ch:lir . ,,e 

~vo ~11 been doing our fair o~re of talkln~ since our col-

le~~ce came over here. 

I ac oorry , in a nuy, to bo apokon of no represent-

ing tho "ll .... v Dop;.o.rtment. " I lw to to think of the navy 

Department "s ... nything t l " i o aopc.rato f r om the lluvy itoolf. 

!Juy I oay in this .,._. thorinc of ereotln~o , t his .; tlcoring of 

f .lir ·ords - thin e:>thori n, of promioea of ,Jnt flO ~rc goin{l 

to do - th t we h.'. vc c;ot to !2,. ih: .. t of tho d!lyn that bnvo 

gone by - tho wocko th"t hu>c <Jno by - <ond we arc ;;rcdu:.-11: 

go•ting to monthn th t h;vo ono by, ·~th ci hty little done • 

. dmirto.l de Chair , .dmir;;.l ------ u.nd other 

obmbcrs of tho Engli sh and >'renoh Conniosion, huvo not said 

s o out right , but I feel qui te au.re thnt i f I 11ere 1n thei r 

pl ace I 17Cllld fool like r e·· ortin · hemr to my eovornmont that 

I h£od rcccl .. cd f.1ir rtorda , nnd .... guin fair :ords , nn:l. I vrcnl d 

feel JUi to ·uro th. t my GOVernment - 1£ it .10ro tho right 

kind of u government - wcnld cable bnek to me an:l. oo.y ''.lhlt 

1bout tho nu .b·"r of ahi pa t t huve o011led?" " iba. t ubout 

t ho number of mon th t have 1 ft ..morica f or the other si de , 

.ftor a month ' s Jl<l''ticiP<>ti on i n t he 11ar ?" En l .J.nd eol'ld 

li'rance knOYI t'lu t wo hJ.'O'C got tho men . 

lcn01Y t hut we lw.ve cot a fairly good- sized number - f or the 

United St ates - in the ~my. o ha··e got a cliv i oion , reybe 
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a couple of di visi ons of regular tra i ned troops . ,/e ha··e got 

pretty nearly a di ··i s ion of !Jarines . I think s long as we 

:>re all connected more or leos \Vi t h ~he llavy :>!ere to- ni ~ht -

or connected W1 th the Army - that wo must tako otock of the 

little bi t we nrc doing. 

It i s all right to ex t end the greetings - a greeting 

that is just as hearty , I believe , i n every city of this 

country, whether i t be .iashinr;ton , Philadelphia , !low York or 

Boston - or cities l i ke Chicago and s t . Louis , - yes , a nd 

llilwa~kce l 

There i s no ·luesti on about our being i n t his v:ar to 

s tick- to see i t t hrough to that end that i s bound to c ome , 

but the •· e i s a question still wo must face , and th.:..t i s the 

question of whe t we have done i n the days t ln t are passed and 

what we are goin to do to- morrow - Thursday - a definite day • 

. ~t i s going to be a ccomnlishod between no · " nd Sunday. 

Let us say, not what IVO arc ~ to d o next Septem­

ber or next spring - and liLY I say to tho .• dmiral us I hu ve 

s id quito openly to other members of uoth the British and 

Fr ench Commi s sion, thul it is thei r duty to put before the 

Ameri can peopl e , - not once , not ao a r equ est , - a polite 

au :gcstion - but again a nd again, what t hey need , what 1'/e 

c .n give TODAY and not to- morrow. 

It i s t i me that the offi cers of tho ser vice - of 

both services - apprec i ate more fully t he exi gencies of the 

moment . I t i s t i me that t ho .dministr. tion, that nombers 

of tho Senate and House of Repres cn ..at11·oe , - woman and men -
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approcinto more tu1.ly t h:J.t our t ask io now on:l not to- morrow. 

It is ti~e thot they inni ot on ~ction ~· totion 

t h t will give something definite - definite shipe , dofinite 

men - on a definite day. .nd , my friends , ·c .morionna , 

in whc.tovcr rolk of life 110 l\:lT>pon t o belong , should deJI:l.lld 

of our roproocnta tivca th ·t definite action be t .... ken . The 

quicker tHe is dono the quicker 1.Ul it help tho oor.J'llon C:>uae 

to como to oornc definite ond. 

!!o.y 9, 1917 
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