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The Boston Globe , Tuesday , January 15, 1978 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , Harva_r d , •04, and now Assistant Sec r etary of the 

Navy spoke on t he broad topic ·~he United States Navy 11 last eveninp at Har­

vard Uni ve r s ity . He commented particularly on the types of c r aft now in 

use and describE>d their special fields . 

I n descr ibing the work of the Navy Department before Feb. 1 , he said that 

it did not lack rr.oney for ships in the appro-,:riation bills . but. rather money to 

pay men to rran these ships , to fit out shipbuildinF' yards , and to purchase 

supplies . Since Feb . 1 the Government was hampered by slow decisions on 

t ypes of ships to build , but once the work had gotten under way, it had pro­

gressed rapidly . 

He discussed the control of the seas , both on and below the s urface . 

t he battle for the supr enacy of the underseas is s till beinr f ourht , as 

the Ge r man submarines have i ncreased their cruisiny radium enormously since 

the be@'inninp of the war . At present these are using a r.~ounted pun a great 

dea l rr.ore than the torpedo as the forr:-er is cheaper and can be carried in 

far larger numbers . 

Had the German U- boa ts been able to cont inue their sinkings at t heir 

early rote , he said, they could have practically des troyed Br itish shipping 

inside of 18 monthes and compelled peace . 

ONLY ONE- TENTH OF WHAT ' S NEEDED 

"At present" he continued " the Allies have not one - tenth the number 

of pat r oling vessels necessary for the absolute safety of t t:ei r merchant 

ships againot the undersea craft. Destroyers have been found to be the 

best- fitted for corr.bati ng them . It is interestiny to know that there was 

an immediate fallinp: off of sinkinp.s in the sectors assigned to the American 

destroyers . 



''To supplerr.ent these the 110 foot patrol boat has been built . While 

these are not always the rrost comfortable boats in the ""or ld to li. ve on , 

t hey have alr eady prove n t heir sea- goinft qualities . The larre r yachts have 

been unable to s tand uo under t he rouph weather off t he southern coast of 

Enrland and Scotland, but these small craft , a l t houyh hur riedly built of 

""ood have done excellent work. 

"They usually t r a vel in twos o r t hrees , but the r e is compar a tively 

little fear of t hem being sent t o the bottom by a U- boat , as they are too 

shallow to be s truck by a torpedo ." 

CARLFUL ABCUT DEITII CHARGI S 

l .. r . Roosevelt was ve ry cautious in speaking about the new depth charre . 

' 'This was ori~inally a 50- pound charre . " he said "but the weiftht has been 

increa"ed and with it a rr.ore than correspor.din~ arm of destruction . The 

increase hac been so yrent that the speed of the ship droprinp- the depth 

char ge over her s tern on the U- boat below -ust be knots an hour or there 

is considerable danrer t hat the surface ships will suffer some of the datrafe 

therrselves . 

" We don ' t know what the 110- footers will do . They can only .,ake 17 

knots . "The Uni ted SWtes is obliged to rely on the Br itish fleet to rraintain 

supremacy on t he surface of the seas . This the later hoe never lost s1.nce 

the bt>yinninp of the war despite all Ger man re rorts to the contrHry . lt 

hao been the habit of the Ger rran ships to come ou t of the Kiel Canal wheneye r 

the Br itish ships have been oblig:ed to put back to the north of Scotland to 

provision . 

BRITISH FLEET !l'FICIENCY 

"At one tir:"e w}'len the fleet had pone into port ne wn cal'"t'" t hat the Ger l'l'1ans 

wer£> out spain . Despi te t he fact t hat over 2(X)() sailoro werr riven liberty 



only two hour s before , the Brl tish fleet was away toward the North Sea in just 

22 minutes from thf> time t he news a r rived . Thl"t was British efficiency . 

"Our rrcrchant marine is not poinp: to be nut out of CO!T'miasion by the U- boat 

truns . r roper convoyinr arranfrelrents have been !fade . More than 1000 merchant 

ships have bef'n armed with guns for defense . Many of the runs used are those 

of the five and six inch type taken from the older ba ttleships . 

In closinf" 1 Hr . Roosevel t said "One thint' is very clear: the colleye 

rrnduates rrake better of f icers tha n the undergraduates . I cannot heln but 

feelinp- that it is the duty of every underr raduate not o nly t o hims elf but to 

his country to obtain all t he education possible so thot he rray become a better 

citizen not only in time of war but durinr the rest of t he vear s t hat he has 

to live . It will call for a noral sacrifice but a sacrifice whic h is well 

worthwhile a nd which will re nay the Nation ." 
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Ht=orvcrd 
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