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T.U.I: Cl' J.S8 IS !Aft SJICIBJI!Al!Y ar !J!B BA VY. 

On h'iclq anerDOon l!r . Jlra.nklln D. Rooenelt, 

Aaeieta.nt Seoretsry o'f t ho Ja'Q', addr,aaed an autienoe of 

about 500 blue3aa:t:ata on the wort: of the u . s. Ba"'7 dvi.D& 

the l.o.to wa.r . 

~e Soorotery wa.fl ~t:roduood b7 Captain MJOau.le7 

and, with three heart," ohfter l3 1 we.e neloomod as one of ov 

abipmo.tea. With pointer 1n hand be turnod tc. a l arga up 

of Woetern EuropB. and bogan to t ell 11.9 aometbing of what 

OUR !laY)' bad tone, be.aing his remarkS on hi s very appropriate 

at&tament that while the men had boon ablo to loam a ll about 

Brest and Hoboken, thoro wao Probabl.y a great part of our 

opera tions about wbioh we bad but hazy ideas. 

One of the first sta temonte Whioh attraoted atten-

tion nne that tto had 359 TDBBelo ot ~11 claa tiee bs.eed on 

Europoan Porta, and a tota~ o:f 54 a~at1ons l oog,.ted i n differ

ent parts ot Oreat Britain, Ireland , .rranoe, Italy , Greaoe, 

Gibraltar and tba AZores. Ot t hosa, 20 wer e seaplane stations, 

and tbo men l13t ened with lcoen in~erest to a sbort but poaphio 

outlino ot tho work of our pl <Jnes , esp3o1:-.ll y along the ooaat 

o'f l'ralloe , 1n keeping open tho trnne:rort routes 'for t r oopa, 

mmitions and auppliea. The Seoretary apoke of hia T1e1t to 

the grant aviation bsae at Pauillao; and l a id etrong emphasia 

on t ho taot tha t owing to the d1ft 1oul t y of seour1ng :rrenoh 

labor it ha4 been neoaaaar)' to call on the men i n blue to do 

l'ftOBt of the work -- the Dopsrtment had put the work up to thea 

and tbe7 juet simpl y "oue acrose" a a uual . An a.muaing lnoi

dent bs rela ted tr<.J.B that a t the time the Pauillao llaae waa 

firat atartod there ho.d bean about 2000 men sent to the• f or 

whom the7 h tt.cl no a ooomo4ations -- bllt the7 414. haTe a lot ~f 

Ter7 tina paoking ·oa.aea in which aeapla!laa bad been abi ppad, 
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aat betns ~r tima the men were TOl'7 oomtorta.blo 1!1 thea 

t or the two or three "••D before aoooaao44t1ou were prOT1de4. 

hrbapa one ot the aoet 1ntereet1Dg cleeor1pt1ons 1D 

the Whole taU: wae ot the work of the mine la7era in putting 

town the Borth Sea Mine Barrage. Horatotore we h.!I.Ta pro'bab~ 

all hll4 ve%'7 rough ideas ot what oonatita.ted a mine barrace, 

and it oert&i.nl.7 openod our oyea to be told that the ;&JiDB 

ot the ba~rage :from tho Orbley Islands a.oroue the lorth Sea 

to Jlo~, 1.f entirely oon:pletod , would hc:ve m!ut putting 

town 100 ,000 1D4.1T14ual minBB nt a oost ot $60 , OOO, OO?! !Phia 

work wae tone bl" a greement with tho British Adm1ralt7, whereb;y 

the U. s. ••TJ' untertook to do :tour-fiftha and t he Britieh BllTJ' 

one-fi fth. \'/hen t~e war ondod, on Novombor 1~, 1918, we had 

lAid a total of 56,~13 mines a t a ooat of $31.!000~ 000, and the 

Brltieh hal 1&14 13.662 min~s a t a coat ot $7,000,000. hom 

the Yonderf'Ully graphio description ot tho operation and work

ing r adius of t beae "lbdB in Am~triua" mines , it was o&BJ' to 

understand why Jlritzie's "tin fi sh" operc.tions woro oariously 

haa~red. 

Tfe were t han told that a e14e from th!t 54 etationo in 

Buropa \18 had ba~tleshipa with the Gr en d Jll oet . b'lttleshipa 

baeod on Iroland, aovor c.l r {'.dio s t ,..t 1onG , the f'a.oouo Danl 

bntteq of 14 1noh guns aot"Ying with the u. s. Army, and, laat 

but not least, th~ United St at oo 'f'lrinoa . 

The seoreta.J7' epoke Tor y fooU.nglr of the won4er1"a.ll,

bero1o work of tl1e J.B.rinea with the Sooond D1Tia1on at Chateau 

Th1ctl"1'7, Bel leau iiootle , So!aeona . St . l11hiel r.nd other pointe. 

In the J.:O.rine Bricada thoir total oa.Runltios iu thaee engage

manta wero OTer 100 par oent., thJugh their strength waa kept 

at 8000 aen b7 repl ao ... nta; b11.t the7 08118 out on top 3wtt the 

.... a:a.4 haTe a reoord for t he oaptura of •r• priaonere and . . 
artille17, and a4ftnoillg aore kiloaatere, than aD7 other 
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.D1v1a1on. !heir heroin sA4 tigbtiug qu?-litiaB Will 0001lP7 a 

proailu•nt plaoa in ou rooord ot tba lt.1lr, and we a r e &11 prod 

that thtty ar11 a. pnrt. of ~ho Kavy oroanho.tion. 

In oloaiug, tho Seorotar;v told t he men that h11 reoent 

trip to Ruropo had bean i n oonneotion with the deaobilisatioa. of 

uteriala and peraonnel; that o~ an ori g1!aa.l :toroe of 75,000 

oft'ioen and mo.n in Europe&D watera o.bout 50,000 had aUea47 

baen eont home , and tllst tho b~lan.Je would o.ortainJ.y follow aa 

rapidl:y as they oou1d poaaibl.y be apare4.. He appreciated how 

hard i t wa.e for the •en in the tr8llllport BarTioe to atiot: it 

· through, now that the war waa OT&r, when the7. prol;abJ.7 had 

buei~aaa o~ thoir own to take .JU"e of at hoM , . but . uppetlt4 to 

them, in Tiftw of ths t aot that we ~till. huvo 1,600,000 aol.41era 

in lranoe who must be ouriad home , to koep a :Jtif:t upper lip 

and aeo the job throUBh to ths and; and 08n we do fiuJ.l.T get 

homo we wi~l all be proud .tor th~ r eat of our liv•a to haTe been 

on the job, from a t art to tiniah, with the o. 3, RaT7 , 
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