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RELEASED 011 DELIVERY. 

AdClresa of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
(Aeet. Secretary of the Navy) 

Banquet of tr~ Demooratio National 
Committee, Chicago , Uay 29, 1919 . 

It ie al•Rays poli tioally dnngerous to make a poli tioal propheoy 

but I am willing to take the chance; We have gone through u period 

of t~ty five years in this country during whioh in both the Demooratio 

and Republican parties o~1fliots have been going on over fundamental 

principles, In both parties that oonfliot in the final analy2is lay 

between the foroea of safe conservatism on the one side and sane 

liberalism on the other, In both parties the die has been oast, the 

deoieion mate. Anc eo prophecy is that by nex ~ year it will be 

clear to the American people tr~t the Republican party is the con

servative party of t~e United States and that the Democratic party 

is the progressive or liberal party. I n the yeamfollowing 1901, 

the succession of Theonore Roosevel t to t he Presidency brought a ~ 

rude jolt t o the small r eactionary group which controlled tho 

Republican party, For e~rs the contest raged, ending in the 

triumph of the II Old Guard under Mr. Taft ' s administration. 

The Jro~seive party of 1912, born in th!e very oity, was the 

expression of revolt against this return to conservatism. par t y 

disaster and confusion resulted, and i n 1915 the old t ime leaders 

made a deaparate attempt to bring back the Progressives by the 

nomination of Mr. Hughes . I t would have succeeded but for the faot 

that hundreds of thousands of voters l ooked behind the candidate 

and saw the old ainieter ehadowe in the back-ground . 
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The Progressive moveme nt withi~ the Republican party has been 

dying ever since 1916 - yesterday it died, and thie sess ion of 

Congress, under t he lead of the Old Guar d, will give it a simple 

funeral without flowers and lay it to r est for ever. The alleged 

effort of Borah and seven other Senatore to keep Senators Penrose 

and Warren from the important chairmanships, and t he so-called 

r evolt against the Mann f orce s i n the Rouse , these Y~ere the dying 

spasms of the liberal spirit within the republican frame . 

:Prom henceforth l et t he people of this country look close

ly to the Republican party; l et them go behind the window dr essing 

of the individual candidate in 1920 and they will f ind a party 

devoted to the policies of c onsenvatism end r eacti on, to t·he 

principl es of litt l e Americanism and jingo bluff , to the old 

h~poorisy of Penrose and Mar~ Hanna and Blaine , 

• The new Republican Congress hae onl y co~~enc eQ its work, 
,:A -

but is a lready clear that on mut ters of i nter nal policy, it has 

" r evert ed to type , as dog breeders say; it is deepl y concerned 

over t he r estoration o! the old for m of preferential tariff for 

pet groupe of manufac turers ; it will surpass itself i n noisy 

adulatior. of and truckling to the returned soldiers; und then do 

· ver y litt l e ; i t will r evise the I ncome Tax so as to lighten the 

burden of those unfortunate i ndi vi due.l s who have i ncomes of 
spend 

$1,000, 000 . a year or more; and it will~ the r est of its 

time i n attempting to d iscredit every act of ever y Democrat who 

has done things during the pas t six years . It will make a 

record of mudslingi ng , of slander, of misr epresentation, of 

dest ructive and not constructi ve or iti oiem; it will do anythi ng 
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and everything with the sole noble and patriotic object of winni ng 

the Pr esidency next year , 

This too i s the obvious objective in the foro i gn poli cy of 

the Republican par ty . I asked a prominent member of that party 

who happens to be en i ntima te pereonel fri end of ~ine whet is the 

pur pose or policy of Senator Lodge as Chairman of the Comoittee on 

Foreign Relatione . He said "That changes from day to day . When 

Mr. Lodge reads hi s morning paper a t the breakfast table end sees 

what the President has said or done, his policy for tho next 24 

hours becomes the dio.metrical opposite ." You could no t get two 

Republican Senator s to agree on a defini te foreign policy al ong 

constructive • lines , but you can ge t a majority to oppose anything 

put forward by the President of the United States . To the ~Testy 

of peace ~na the pr opoEed Leaguo of Nation~ , the Republican Se~'te 

bear e the eo.me r elation that the amateur stra tegists ~:ound the 

stove i n the village stor e bear to the office r s and men of our 

armies fighting at~the front . They would lose sight of the great 

i de ale for which we have · fought this war ; they would have this 

nation r eturn with only half its 7/0r l< ... coon.,llshed; they would 

fail to give any uLsurur.c~ thut a r epetition of this gr eat world 

convul sion may not come again. 

But it is right t o ask \'/hqt is t 1:er e on the other aide? 

The Democrat i c party has also gone thr ough a strugsle between 

coneervatiem and liber&lism. It was swept too f ar in one direction 

perhaps in 1696 and in -1900, but we must r emember that many of the 

i deals and principles enunci ated, by Yr. Bryan and hi e associ ates 

of those daye ar e no·., the la·.7 of the l t..nd , princ i j!les coneider ed 

visionary than but acoept• d whole-heartedly to- day . ~ 
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The campaign of 1904 was an unsuccessful a ttempt to reconcil e 

the conservat ive wing of the party, but from that day on , ~t 

became evi dent that the Democracy of the United States was 

and is and mue t be a progr eesLve Democracy . Deginning with the 

Congr e ee ional elections of 1910, followed ·by the triumphal 

se l ection of a progressive Democrat to l ead the Ticket a t Balti

more in 1912, the party hae become established on definite 

princ i pl es. During its first four year s , it has carried through 

mor e gr eat measures f or the good of the whol e population trhan any 

o ther per t y in eny s i milar period . During the past t wo yea>·E , 1t 

has been r esponei bl e for gu.iding t he !lation thr ough the most 

stupendous war i n hi story . And i n so doing, i t di d no t fail to 

call upon the beEt bra i nE in the count ry, irrespec tive of part r . 

In the crisi s, the Democr atic Pa r ty has r emained the party of 

progress . 

So we are appr oaching the cumpni cn o! 1920 - approaching 

i t with t he brosu pr inci ples settled in advance; conserva tism, 

special pri vi lege, partisanchip, destruction on the one hand -

liberal ism, common sense i dealism, constructi veness, progress , 

on tba othe r . 

The diff i culti es that lie before the par ty l enders are 

great i n this ooming year . The opposition has certain campai gn 

advantages which . however cen be overcome . It i e a ll•ays easi er to 

t ear down t hen t o builu up. Have you ever rend t he Debate on 

the Federal Consti tut i on? In 1787 and 1788, the gr eat majori ty 

of our sta t eGmen and men i n pablio life took n crack at t hat 

good old document. Bnr dly a one wa s sa tisfied with i t all . 

They made hol es in each and eve ry ar ticl e and clause end sentence, 
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They disagreed by pairs and by parties and by State o. They 

fought over it all eumrner and then all wi nter. And then at 

last they took the bigger point of vie•R ~ that while there might 

be defects hore and defects there , that old Const itution was on 

the whole, taking it by end large, a pre t t y good pi ece of con

structive wor k , end that if they wer e going to have any country -

any United States - at all, ~ must put it int o effec t. And 

you and I are here as living examples thc t their progressiveness 

was wort h While. 

So t~~ Republican par ty i e starting out on a defi nite cam

pai gn to pick flaws on the nay a-* Democratic Administration has 

run things. They will find f laws, lots of li t tle ones , because 

i2K human beings ar e human beings , but t hey wil l also find t wo 

things if they are honest in their search, first, that any mis

take by the men responsible were honest mistakes, mist akes worthy 

of the heart, or secondl y, that they were mist akes done by people 

brought do~n to Washington to help run the greate st of wars and 

that these were mistakes caused by laok of experience . Most of 

these one dollar a year peopl e were Republicans unyway~ But 

they oannot get away from the big fact that the war was con~ 

ducted with gr eeter vision, with more ~omple te honesty, with 

more true Americanism than any previous war in our his tory1 end 

that the men responsible were thinking and acting along national 

l ines and not party lines . The American people can afford to 

be well satisfied with the service given them by the ir govern

ment . So it becomes our duty in answering the campaign of 

picking f l awe by the Republican Par t y to call atten~ion to the 

great whole of the structure so successfull y carri ed to 
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in two years, to t hink as ou r forefa thers did when they ratified 

the Constitution, of the instrument as a constructive work and 

not by 1 ts individual sentences. 

The other gr eat difficulty which must be met is that of 

legitimate publicity . ~robably a lar ge ma jority of the very rioh 

men of the nation ar e Republicans, and it follows that most o! the 

great newspapers and magazines are owned by Republicans and give 

a Republican color and Republican comment tc the n~we of national 

political character. It is safe to estimate that in every debatM 

able Sta te, three-fourths of the press is anti-Democratic . It is 

an extraordinary handicap to start out agein~. But it oan be met 

by study and by proper organi zation. Tho National Commi ttoe can 

render the gr eatest possible service by devising legitimate 

methode for die~minating the truth of Demoaraay•a accomplishment 

" throughout the country and for exposing many deliberate false-

hoods ci r culated by the opposition. We need more newspapers , 

not forgetting the little loca l papers in the little local towns . 

We need a spirit of aggr essiveness , not so much to blow our own 

horn but to t ell facts - facta that will live i n history as 

facts - faote of which we ere proud and not ashamed. 

Deep doY.n beneath the da ily actions of a man•s life lies 

a something which is the true man - , oall it what you like, h is 

principles , his conscience, hie spirit.- Nearly always i t i s 

possible to see this inner spirit through the facts of his life, 

through his expressed pers onal i ty. So it is with parties. 

"By their ao t s ye shall know them," Flaoe ei de by side the 

two great political parties end judge them by their sots of the 
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pas t ten years, in other words by that period during whioh their 

present l eader s have been to t he fore. I eee in one of them a 

~· hesitating, groping, self - eesking , narrow, material. And 

i n the other, I see a olean soul , clear tlunking , str a i ght livi ng, 

humbl y proud to have been and to be of service, unselfish i n ita 

devotion to the gr ea t i deals of a gr eat people- e soul proven 

worthy of trust - the spirit of the De mocracy of America, 
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