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J44rooo by !'r&Jiclio D. ~oo.,.,olt, Au~ SOoretary of the Nuy, at \'lorooator 

Polytoohnio Inotituto Coiii!Mino ... ont , Juno 25 , 1919. 

'l'b.o lfational llllergonoy of Peaoo Timeo. 

1n the oor~ days of JazJua>oy 1917 - that almost prehistoric time 

when there waa atill a Gen.:u Ambassador in 'NashiDfton - some ot ua BTeD 

then wre trying to lq the eeodo of true national prop&rodneoo by odvo-

oating ao111 form of universal traioing in time of peaoo BDd tho prinoiplo 

of the draft in t1DII of war. !lost of us wore porfoot~ poaoefUl civilians, 

and yet we soon f oUDl ourselves olaaaifiod ao 111111toriatio Jingoes. hldeod 

prcminent men 1D both parties aald openly that to resort to the draft 1D 

oase of war would destroy the vary foundation of our Republic. It is worthy 

of nots that three months l ater these oamo men were odvooating or voting 

f or the draft 1- , the moat truly American piooe of legislation ever enaot-

od. 'Mum tho or iais of war oame opposition to the principle of univaraal 

serYioe was ecarcely heard 1D the ~aoe of 1t a obYioua fa1rneaa zd effloaoy. 

And 1D a little over a year the United Statoe not only had an Arml! am Navy 

of 5 ,000 , 000 man but had classified about 15 , 000 , 000 additional, either for 

military aarvioe or f or the eoonom1o ai de of the national taak. 

1n other words there was general and 1llllladiato rooo.,ition of the duty 

or obligation or pr i vilege - am I like tho last word best - of avery indi

vidual oiti1en to take his part in tho emorgonoy of war in vmioh his country 

t oand itself. Two years ego aoema very far off already, Wid our tondonoy 

will bo to f orget quickly What our own teol1nga woro 1D 1917 1111d 1918 . Ia 

it not true, tho1J6b , that aYery one of ua serve i n &CIDQ we.y, and that the 

further away our aorvioa ""' from ti>M aotWI.l sono of t~ttnc tho mor e wa 
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chafed. I lalow -7 a opl-14 ooul who waa compelled to at~ at boJoe 

for one T&l1d reeoon or another am 7et 1e Just aa llllOh a hero as if he 

lul4 gone overseas. Thero 1a no question about tho llni ted Statee h..-l.ng 

bean 1D th1 a war with ita heart am aoul, tbat we wero UDaDimoua aa far 

as 100,000,000 people enr o"" be or wer will be. That after all i s 

but another wom for national service 1n time of war. 

I t aut not be forgotten though that this national aervioa was of 

ourael?ea, of our bodiea, of ov 11Yea - that the draft was a draft of 

men, not o t property. To be sure , the govermuent oo'IDI!Iandeerad a few 

thl.ngo hare 8lld there , and t old us how mDCh llllg&r we could eat or how 

little coal 1t could deliver to us, but broadl7 epealting t ho wealth of 

the oountry wa.a not drafted, it wa borrowad from voluntary lenders. 

I ouppoae i t would ti'fo some of my conaervative hearers a distinct 

ohodl: i f I were to tall thoon how aerioual7 the conooript ion or wealth 

was discussed in 1"/ashington during laat year am:mg both Republicans and 

Demoorata and how 1mn1Dent such a measure was - yet suoh 1a the f act , 

and we must admit that i f the war had aont iuued f or another y et&r there 

would have been llllOh juot1co on the aide of thoae Who d81llllDd.ed that the 

na tion in ita or i ais shoul d draft p roperty a a well aa tho bodiaa of tho 

owner a of that p roper ty. 

But \"Jha.t , after all , le the good ot talking about a war which 1a 

ovor; wey not forget 1t all , 8lld go baok to buai neaa and !*7 off tho 

national debt as faot a s possible, lill4 <lo!IIBild a reduction of tho inoomo 

tu., and or1t1o1so \.be government , an1 raiae aome very beauti ful aarble 

mo'I!UID&nta to tho horoea ot thia 'Wl', an1 return to that good old ''nol"'!!ILl 
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lifo" of tho good old dqo """" we oould do almost aeythi11g we ohooe; 

that old thought of "I wnt wbat I want llhon I want it/" 

~ not? I suppose the """'"'r 1a that t he wol'ld movoo forward, 

not baok, that thoee old days will nOTer aomo again, that we bavo learned 

a new leeeon, one that baa gone, I hope, very dee~ 1nto the eoula of 

thil generation at lsat, the l8aeon of national service. 

It has taken the ...,rgena;y of a thing as.lled ._.. to bri11g it about, 

bllt wbat then 1o ..,...? I s it not merely a aulm1nat1an in phyaiaal oombat 

of foraeo of antagonism Which are ... ar present - """" in days of peace? 

Surely no war in history more than this great World \Var has represented 

the STar oontandillg spirit of Right and Wro11g in hUIIl8>1 kind, Even now, 

when we thillk of tho war aa ended, ohen we reed of the graat table of 

the Treaty of Peaoe at Versailles - even toda\v' there are more tban a 

dozen of laeser ware boi11g waged all OT&r &>.rope, by leaders s.n1 peoplea 

so aoauatomed to taka up the sword that they are still usillg i t to settle 

emergenoiea real or faneiad. 

In our ov:n country we have in the pa.st been too prone to thblk: of a 

national emergency oDly as a.no ther llSlll& for war. In many laws the Presi

dent and the Governors of States are authorized to do thus or so "in the 

event of national emergency," JD&an1Dg an armad attaok e ither from without 

or from w1 thin. 

Tot, if we will .... u oonsider, the notion constantly is passi11g 

through nat ional emergonoioo in the midst of pip ing t1maa Of pasco -

... argonaieo whioh mean the triumph of Right or ll'ro11g, of Progreu or 

Reaction. 1hoee oriees h.D.ve oomo throughout our h1atory, they are 1D 
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faot with ue 1n greater or leea degree 8'0ery d.ay aul oftOII tho oo~alleot 

1n the public qe ia the one moat fr&llf!bt with good. or 111 for the people. 

~ of us here oan remember some of the mora obvioua of these - the 

01110rganc;y of Pree Silver 1n 1896, whon the oo1mtr;y nearly ellll>&l'll:ed. on wb&t 

h now senerally admitted. to be "" erroneous finanoial polioy - the emergency 

of tho great struggle during tho adml.n1atra tion of Theodore Roos8'0olt against 

thooe olcl foroeo of' opeoial priYUege whioh hod dominated. tho Bational alJil 

State gonrnment o - the emergency whioh found expression 1n tho Faderal llo

oern Aot, - the emergency whioh brough 4 ,000,000 voters to the oall of t he 

Progreosive Party 1n 1912. 

In a sensa all great national problems are oriseo of poaoo t ime, alJil 

tocl~ we faoe a a many ao enr. Their sol u tion will in8'0itabl;y &f:!eot the 

futuro senorations of Amor1o8Zis. Thillk for a moment of ..nat you alJil I have 

to lay hold of am wrestle with am solve oven toclq - tho d ispositi on of' 

tho raUrolldo, of tho telegraphs, 1n faot of all eo-called. public utilities; 

tho extension of our coxmnerce in American ~ips upon the aeaa; aat tera of 

oombinat1one 8al11Dg great Jnd,.uatri&a; relaticma of capital. labor &d the 

national intereata; the devel opment or natural resources aboye am below 

tho surface; tho d.1etriblltion of' population so as to pr8'0ont unhealthy 

congestion; the control of wealth through taxation. Every one or these 

1a vor;y t ruly an 01118rgonoy 1n tho groat a m permanent well- being of aur 

oountr;y ao affoot1ng i tsolt alJil ourselves at home. In aclclition we have 

taken on for all t !)oe a new rol at1onohip , rooogn1zecl by tho faot of our 

ontr;y into t hs war t or oiv1lha t i on, tho d.ut;y wo owo to other pooploo 

one nat1ona lilld. W!lioh thoy owe to ua. Soma of uo are olow to graop tho 



thought, :vet lt is olear as the INll that the llllittll States 110uld oOIIDlt 

a grlOYous wrong to itself IIDd to all 111811kbl4 1f lt were ...,.en to attcpt 

to go biiOI<Wardo towards "" old Ohinooa -11 polioy of 1aolat1on. ADd &Yen 

thongh we may oonslder the aotual f!.pting aa 811dtll there wi.ll be -

orloes 1n 1nterD&t10D&l affairs for _,.7 years to oOJM. n. them the 

Unlttll States o1111not eaoape .., illlportBZlt, perhaps, oven a controlling 

vo1oe. 

'lhoao are tho larger aul more self-OY1dent problema before us. BollD4 

up 1n fl'/ery one of them ia another ...,rgenoy, tho aotual ooDluot of the 

GoveMIIII8Dt i tsalf. l thl.nlt it 1a a fair etat...,nt to llllll<e that the man

agcent of the a:ooutin 1101'k of govemmont 1n Vi>.shlngton atd 1n most of 

tho States aul oities has improved in honesty aul eff1o1SZIOy in the last 

fft yaare. l oft., wiah that llr. Bryoo oould oome - aul v1o1t ua in 

order to write a oupplemental volume oalled • n.e AmerloiiD CoDDOnwealth 

Thirty Teare Later" - I belie't'e he wtuld give us a report ,o f improvement. 

'lho apirlt 1n whioh tho ~ w~ -• oomuoted is 1111 tw~~~~ple . An honoat 

effort was made to get the most oompetent men for the new tasks at hand. 

Dead pol1t1o1m a turned over in their graves, aui some live ones fainted 

when they aa10 Repoblioana put into about 50% of the war poa1t1ona by a 

Dcooratio Jd.miniatration. Some of th .. wero $1-a-year men, very e:r:pen

a1Te to the nation 1n a tn oaaoe but worth milllODs to us 1D others. ae 

tor G.U~Ple, Herbert Hoover. 

ltistaltea were made ot oourao and s ome rAOney my hi.Ye b&en neldle11l7 

apent ao '"h1ncl-a1g)> t " wUl llhow. but on the whole tho bl.fsgeot war thia 
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aati011 ha1 ... er entered 1o alao the .r that will prOYe the moat free from 

aoamaJ., tho one oo:aduoted wSth the oleareot au!. h1gho1t purpose. 

"Ill¥, I wonder, obould it be neoeeeary to oonduot a gonl"D11181lt ill the 

way ill -.r time &lid ill another -7 in poaoe time? Io it neoeoaary for ue 

to go baok to the old party narromeso au!. biol<erillgo? It would seem eo if 

,. m~t¥ .fudge from the 111 t1oa of ecae of those who are running thillge ill the 

Halle of Oongreoo today. In other wome the aituo.tion t~ 1o eo pregrumt 

of poaaib1litlee for good or bad that the oOIIduot of our legislative au!. 

enout1n bodiee oouet1tute a a very real emergenoy ill the well-being of the 

nation. 

\\ha t then 1a the leaaon of these two years? Clearly that uat1oual aer

v!oe la a suoceaa. I s there a oontinuillg emergency? Yea, many of them, ever 

present, always of import to our success aul our security. I t that i s so, why 

should we not dG&Dd the crmt1lmauoe of aerY lee to meet theae emergencies? 'lhe 

answer 1a clear ant definite: We do: from all those m1111oua of o1t1aena 11ho 

have done t heir bit 1n t his war, from the millions of yoUDg men and woJDell 'A'ho 

are taking their plaoos ill the wo.rld year by year, frOm thCJII the country ex

peats a oontiuuat1on of service to the day of their death. 

In a hundred ways it can be aocompl1ehed. Among thoee I would put first 

o t· a ll an aot1Te part1oipat1on ill the affair e of the ir eovemmeut. It will b e 

&I good &I they 1118l<o it , no better. We need to get rld of tho men tlho are too 

laay to Tote , too ''ilDportant" to att.sd pu.blio meeti.Dga , too proud to aaaoo1.l.te 

with more 1)0ll t 1o1&nl , ju1t as wo got rid of the olaoJCtro lalt yoar. Yoroo tit .. 

out into tho O,PIIO , oluio>e U.t• into tholr duty 1f lliooooary. !1111 OOWitry 11 too 
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1Dart1oulata, thing a go 'ROD£ because men ani woman tear to expreaa themeelYea, 

not booause they """t thoa wr<n~g. J. O<n~greaiiiii8Z1 18 lllfluonoed more by one 

opcmtmeoue letter glv!ng the honeat peraonal opllllon of a bumble oonotltutent 

than he ls by a lnmdred to1egrama 1nop1red ard paid for by acme assoolatlon do

lug propaganda work. It ls juat aa 111110h your duty ard your privilege to take 

an aot1ve part 1n tho p~~bl1o ard pol1t1o1al affaire of your looal1ty 11114 your 

atate and your llat1on as it was for you to lord a hard 1n thO Great 1\&r, 

And laatly I .. very fu.nly oonvinoed that the war baa ta"8ht us the need 

of eome form of 11111vereal traln!ng for the youth of the oountry. Tho reeults 

of a few monthe 1n oamp to the benefit of health, of dlao1pl1ne, of brolldon!ng 

the po1Dt of Tiew, o:f bu1ld1ng oharaoter, are known now to us all. Q:u1ta aside 

from military noede the oomlng genorat1on oannot be hurt ani oan be greatly 

helped and 1mpr8Ved by suoh an experlenoe 1n early life. llat l onal 'l'ra1n1ng, 

lf only for a fow months Ill a life tl.mo, will g1Ye bettor olt1zens . I believe, 

too, that the g1·oat maJority of our peOple """t to aee it eotabl1shod, It 

otards agalll st anarohy ani Bolshevism, aga1nst olasa hatred, agalllst snobbery ; 

lt otands for dlaolplllle, good followlhlp, order, ard a broader Ame.rloanioa. 

'llhen I rowed 1n an eight-oared shell 1n Cambridge wo used to aq of tho 

slacker "he doaan't pJll his own weight J.n the boat." For two years noarl;y 

every Amor1oan hae p~~lled hi s .,..18ht ln tho Ship of State. Let us by boglll-

111"6 at home with ouroolYOo, an! by watohlng our nel8hbor aloo, ooe to lt that 

the progreu of that Ship shall not olaolcen . 

v loe Ill tho days o f pN4o. 

So wo oan oont1Due to bo ot ••~-



Address by Fr anklin D. nooae•,alt , Asst . Secretary of t he l1<~.vy 
at Worcester Polyt echni c Institute Commencement , June 25 , H il 9 . 

-·-·-··-·-
The Ilat i onal Emer ;;enoy of Peace Ti mes . 

#,..ra/.,a rr ~1£.<,;/;;~,: T;;,T 
I n the early days of January 1 917 - I ' o 12 He'• • iaps 

1vhen th~re was still a C~rman t.~;basoador in i Wo.all i nc ton - some of us 

even t hen w~re tr1ing t o l a y the seeds of true national preparedness 

by advocating some form of universal t r a i ning in t i me of peac e and 

the p r i ncipl e of the draft i n t i me of war . Uoat of us wer e erf ectl)' 

peac eful civilians , and yet we soon found OUl'sel ves claas i fied as mil i 

tar i stic jingoes. Indeed roroinen~ wen in both part i es s a i d openly 

that to r esort to t he draft in c:.se of war would destroy th3 very 

f oundation of our Re ublio . I t i s wor thy of note t hat thr~e months 

l a ter th39Z same men were advocat i ng or vot i nb !or the dra ft l aw, the 

most truly Amer i can p i ece of l egi sl at ion ever ena.otad . \."hen the cris is 

of war oru..e op osi t i on to the r i nciple of universal ser v i ce was scarce

l y hearu in t he f a oe of i ts ov•rious fai r nesa and effic acy . And in e. 

lit t l e over a year the Unit ed States not only had an A:I:my and !la.vy of 
4.~/~/r,.,,./ 

5 , 000 , 000 men but had clasai!ied about 15 , 000 , 000 - .. either for mili-

toxy servi ce or for the eoonomio aide of the nat i onal t ask . 

! n other lVords there ·.ms gen3ral and iiLUledi ate r ecoeni tion of 

the duty or obligat i on or privilege - and I l ikd tho last word best -

or ~very in!ivi.:\ual citizen to taka ilia ~art in the emergency of \far 

in which ,.ie country f~un~ ite!lf . Two yuara ae;o aeeL18 very far off 

a.lre .;iy, an1 cur .onianoy ~111 te to for~~t quickly wha.t our own fed -

ir.,..• w11ra in 1' 17 111.1 1' 11; . h 1 t r.ot 
z;u,"'?~ 

tr ... ~"tr • .:,a.t >~;very or.e of uo serve.:\ 
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r3<"nc ,..., of fighting the wore 1Te chafed. lmow many a. spl en:ii d soul who 

/~4~~'{t~ a.t home f or one val i d r eason or another and yet i s just as .. 
much a her o a.s i f he had gone overseas . Ther e is no question about the 

Un i ted States having been in t his war with its heart and soul, t hat we 

wer e unani mous as f ar as 1 00 , 000 , 000 people ever can be or ever Ifill b e • 

That af ter all is but another wor d for nat i onal s~rvice i n t i me of war . 

It :nust not be for gotten though that this national ser vi ce 1vas 

of our selves, of our bod ies, of our lives - t hat the dr af t was a draft 

of men, not of property. To be sure/ t l)e government colll!llandeered a fe1v 
~A.r 

t hi ngs her e and t here , and told us how much sugar v1e could .e..e or how 

litt l e coal 1t c oul d deliver ~o us , but br oadl y speaki ng the wealt h 

of ~he country was not dr afted, 1t 11ae borror1ed f rom voluntary l enders. 
-0 s ,-;;:;e./-

! sup ose it woul d g i ve some of my conservative hearers a g ?' · n 

q· "'f' 0 '(4;, if I >Ter a to tel l them how seri ousl y the conscrip~ion of 

wealth 11as di scussed in Wash i ngton dur i ng l ast year among both Re,,ub-
o-P A~ r;.,, 771';.- (".....r- ~-~A ~4i~~ ,.~ 

licans and Democrat~- yet such is the fact , and we must admi t that i f 

the war had continued f or another year t here \fOUld have been ~ 
~-~ 

~Ajuatice on the side of thos e who demanded that t he nation in 

i ta cri s i s s hould dr aft property as 11el l as t he bodies of t he owner s 

of that pr oper ty . 

But what , after a ll , i s the good of talki ng about a war w;,i ch i s 

over; why not forget it all , and go back to busi ness and pay off the 

nat i onal debt a s f as t aa oss i ble , and demand a reduction of the i n

come tax , an~ critic i ze the gover nment , and r aiee some very beautiful 

m:u-bl e monuments to t t.e heroes o! t ' i s war , an-i r . turn t o that ... o~ 

old "norrr.al 11! ~:" o! the i!."Oi ol d dayo when wd oGuli io al .. oet a"ytl i r;;; 

we ohoed ; that ol:i thou._ht of ' ! .t nt If nat I w.ont when T wart 1 t !" 
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l'lhy not? I suppose the answer is that t he IYOrld n:oves for1vard , 

not back, that those ol d days will never come again, that " ' have 
.3 .<.,f;> f' 

l earned a new l es son , one t hat has gone_. vf!!fy deepl y i nto the souls 

of t his gener ation at l east , the lesson of national s ervice . 

It has taken t he emergency of a t hing called war to bring it 

flu-out, but what r:r~alil. is IVar ? Is it not merely a culmi nat i on i n 

phys i cal combat of forces of antagonism which are ever present - even 

i n days of peace? Surely no war i n history n1or e t han t his great \'lorld 

War has repr esented the e ~r contending spirit of Right and llr ong i n 

human kind . Even no1v , 1vhen we t h ink of the 11ar as ended , •1hen we r ead 

of the gr eat tabl e of the Tr eaty of Peace at Versa illes - even today 

there are more than a dozen of l esser wars bei ng waged all over Europe, 

by leaders and peopl es so accustomed to t ake up the swor d that they 

are still usi ng i t to sett l e emer genci es real or f~~cied . 

I n our own country we have in the peat bean too pr one t o t hi nk 

of a national emer gency only as another name f or war . In ma.~y l aws 
11<'1<( 

the Pr es i dent .. the Governors of St at es are authorized to do thus 
" or so "i n the event of nat i onal emergency", meani ng an armed attack 

e i tm r frort. wi thout or fro1n withi n . _ . 
" ;&~~'"<> 

Yet , i f we will wel l consi der, the nati on fill const ant l y ......., ./ 

thr ough nat ional ert.ergenoie~n the mi dst of pi pi ng times of peace~-

emergenoies IYhioh 1nean the tr i umph of Ri ght or 7:rong , of Pr ogr ess or 

Reaction. These oriaeo have ecce throucrhout our uistory , t hey are 

i n fact IVith ue in breater or lese de~r ~J every day ani often the 

smallest i n the ,ublio uy~ is tha one moat f r aught wit ~ooJ or ill 

fo~ th• , uc.1l 

'My of uo , ro1 o '· r or;iber •o••• of ~ho .c;.ro c;bviou• !J! t 11ao -
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the emer gency of Fr ee Silver in 1 896 , when t he country nearly embarked 

on IVhat is now generally admi tted to be an erroneous financial policy -

the emer senoy of the gr eat struggle dur i ng t he admini stration of Theo

dor e Roosevelt against those old for ces of special privilege which had 

dominatej the National and State gover nments - the emergency which 

found expr ess i on in the Federal Reserve Aot , - the emer gency IVhioh 

brought 4 , 000,000 voters to the oall of the Progressive Par ty in 1912. 

In a s ense all great national problems are cr i ses of peace time , 

and today we face as many as ever. wo.•• e a l'"l heir solution 10111 inevi

tably affect the future generat i ons of Americans. Thi nk for a moment 

of what you and I have to l ay hol d of and wrestle with and solve even 

today - the dispos ition of t he r ailroads , of the t el egraphs, in fact 

of all so-called public ut ilit i es; the extension of our commerce in 

Ameri can sh i ps upon the seas ; matt er s of combi nations among gr eat i n

dustries; r el a tions of capital , labor and the national i nterests; 

the development of natural r esources above and belo\V the surfa ce; the 

distributi on of popula tion so as to prevent unhealthy co03est ion; the 

control of ~Veal t h t hrough taxa tion . Every one of these is very trul)' 

an emer gency i n the Gr eat and permanent well-bei nf); of our country -!* 
a.• z;f"t e,r;;•Jr 
7- • _.. itsel f and • ourselves a t home . In addition we have t aken 

hr. fo.v-"7'-
on for al l time a ne1v rela tionship , recognized byA our entry into thz 

\Var tor civilization, the dut y we owe to other peoples and na tions and 
~~-~r-

w:1ioh t hey owe to us . !lome of us are slow t o grasp t he A- , yet it 
cl~y, 

is clear a.o tho - t hat t he United St a t e s would oorr•• it a .;r i evoua 

vro113 t o itsel! "n:l. to all u.anki nd if it .1 ~r e even to t<t t ernpt to go 

'b •obarde tc:Ytor :l.a an ol d Chinese " 11 1-oltoy ot h ol tion. ~ n• t>ven 

»,cu h "• ~·•Y oc;na i :l.ur the .otll.'l t i e;t.u,.., e omleJ t n will he 
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lllany crises in i nternational aff a irs f or '"any year a t o come . I n t hem 
}JCA .44.,6..-.7 '" f M A /~/d,;9 

t he United St at e s cannot e scape an i rnpor ~an~ vo i ce . / 

?na-t C. 
These are t he larger andAsel f - evi dent pr obl ema bef or e us. Bound 

af-,., ... 
up in ev~ry one of .. is another emer gency , t he actual conduct of the 

Gover runent i t s elf. I thi nk it i s a f a i r sta t ement t o wake that the 
/~, 7, •o#'/ o/ 

management of the execu t i ve work of gover nment i n Washi ngton an~ t he 

States and o1tie a has i mpr oved in honesty and efficiency in the l a s t 
c 

few years. I often wi s h t hat Mr . Bryce ..-uld come back and visit ua 

i n ordsl' t o wr i te a suppl ement a l volume called "The American Co~rut,on

wealth Thirty Years Lat er" - I believe he- would g ive ua a r epor t of 

i mprovemen t. The apiri t in whi ch the war work waa conducted i s an ex

ampl e . An hones t ef for t wo.s u>ade to ge t t he ll!Ost competent L".en for thl 

n ew tasks a t h~~d . Dead poli t i c i ans ~urned over i n their graves, and 

sowe live ones fai nted when they aan Re. ·ubiicana put into about so;, of 

the ~tar voei tiona by a Democrat i c AdJnini atra tion . Sou.e cf tl:em were 

~1-a-year menJ very expensive to the nation i n a fow cases but \"IOrth 

r:.1111cns t o uo i n others , as for exa.mvl e , Herbert Hoover . 

:uote.kea were made of course and some money ru~ty have b wen need

l essly Spent as "hind-si~;ht " will show , but on the whole t h0 b i <:;t;eat 

war this nation haa ever entered i s a l so the \Var that will p1·ove t he 

II•OBt fre e !ron: scandal, the one conducted with t he clearest and highest 

r:urpose . 

'.','hy , l'lond.r , a .oW.d it be necessary to conduct a ..;ovttrn .ent i n 

on• ""-'J i n war tiL.I) m! i n ar.other way i n 1 cace t1we? Ia it nucesuary 

ror "'' to l;O ~A.OI< t o thd ol·1 1- .;rty n ·::ro m.u a111 l; ick~r in,;e? It "oul.i 

••~~ ec. i ! 'ff 1.1ll'J jl.' ..:e !rou. tl;o ant 1oa c.! Jo.. G! t!.<.e w .. 
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t hi ngo in the 1!:.-lla of Concress today. I n other 170l'ds tho situation 7'idy 
is eo p.:egnant of J,.Oseibilities for g ood or bad thr..t the conduct of aur 

l egislat ive and execut i ve bodies constitutes a very real emerg~ncy in 

the well-be i ng of the nation. 

ilhat then i s the l e sson of these two years? Clearly th~t national 

s ervice is a euocees. Ia there a continui~ emer bcr.oy? Yea , many of 

them , ever prt3SeJ:t , always of import to ou::: s uccess amt our security . 

If that is so , \Vhy shoul d we not demand the continuance of servi ce to 

mee t these emergencies? The ans1ver is olee.r and def i nit e : ile do : from 

all those millions of oi t i zer.a who have done t he ir b i t in t !,is war, f r oM 

the mill i ons of young men and '70u:en 1vho are takil"l(; their places i n "';;he 

IVOl'l d year by y~ar , from them the count ry ex.,eots a cont i nuat i on of s~r 

vice to th~ day of their death . 

I n a hundred ways it can be acco<lpliehed . An10J'lb t:1ose I would ut 

first of all an active purtioi;..at1on in the affairs of t !:e ir r;ovorr.".ent . 

It will be as good as they a1e.ke it , no be'oter. \':e nted to get rid of the 

men who are too l azy to vote , too "important" 'oo attend public meet i ngs, 

too proud to associ ate with were politicians, just as we got rid of the 

slackers last year. Force t hem out into th~ open , ohaue them i nto the i r 

duty i f necessary. T 1is country is too i narticul ata , t hings go m·ong 

because men and "rumen f ear to expreso t hemael vee , not because they ~>ant 

t hem wrong . A Concreeoruan io i nfluenced wo~·o by one s~ontaneooe l etter 

e iving the honeot personal op i n ion of a humble constituent thah he is 

by a hundred telegrams inopired and pai d for by some assoc i ation .toing 

!Jropouanda l'lork . It is just as 1. uoh your lut y and your J-r ivil ege to 

take an aotive JJOXt in the !JUblio and !JOliti oal affair s o! Y'~r loo•lity 

1 .. .1 y-...r a tat ~on! 1 ur .lu.t1CIIl ce it wee !or you to lor :1 "' •• r.CI in tl.o 
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And lastly I am ver y f i r ml y convit\' ed,, tha t t he war has taught u s 

the need of s ome f or m of un iversa l trail\itl€} f or th~ youth of the ooun

' t r y . The r esul t s of a few mon t hs i n Clllllp ~o t he b enef i t of heal th , of 

d i sci pline , of broadeni ng t he po i nt of vi ew , of bui l d i ng cl~aot er , ere 

known now to us all. Quit e as i de f r om mili tary needs t he com in~ gener 

a t i on cannot be hurt and can ':)e gr eatl y hel ped and i mproved by s uch an 

exp:er i enoe i n early life , Nationa l Tr a i ning , 1f onl y for a few mont h s 

""· 4 /7-: ;r;;;. ~ ~ 
A wil l g i ve ~tter c i t i z ens .") 

- I believe too the.t t he great major i ty of our peopl e want t o s ee i t 

establ i shed. I t stands egains t anarchy and Bol s hevism, aua i nst cla s s 

hatr ed , agai nst s nobbery; i t stands f or d i sci pli ne , g ood f e l lo•.vehi p , 

or de ) and a b r oader Amer i cani sm . 

1'illen I rowed i n an eie;ht- oared shel l in Cambr i dge IVe used t o say 

"'""'" of the s l acker "he does n 't pull hi s,. 11eight in t h e boat" , For t11o years 

nearly ever y America n h::s pulled hi e IVe ight i n the Shi p of Stat e . 

Le t us by begi ni, i ng a t ome with oursel ves , and by watchin:; our neighbor 

al so
1 

see t o 1t t hat t he pl'ogress of that Shi p s hal l not s l acken. So 

IVe oan c ontinue to be of servi ce i n the days of peace . 



~ 
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hl.r u, 1919. 

liT dear Jlr, Holl111 

ll&n:r tha>ll:a for aOIIdlJojJ M tho eop:r 

of Wl!f -.ldroaa, Olhloh I .,. aelldlDS loaolt to 7011 Ill 

allahU7 oorreetecl. fol'll, 

& lr"<Mi priv1l08'Jo ..lid 1 hope 7"U will l ei M -

again ""'"" u. ... ••pueiftll)> it 70u do not Uk • 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

In •· llelUa, ~· , Pn•U.•t, 
roootar "'l:rt.uale IaaU .. u, 

1IONH,.r, Maaa. 



WORCEST£~ P01.VTECHN IC INSTITUTE 

\ 

lnt N. Holhs. 
Prf'~•d~n t 

:.!r. Fran~.lin D. nooa~velt , 
As s t . Sac1·et&.ry of the l!u.vy, 
1~ahin:ton , D. C. 

~'l d"ar Rooaev:lt : 

Worcrster, Man. 

Jul y 1 , 191 S 

I enclose the penc i l co~y cf y:... ur a.ctiJ:ess , o..lso a tn>cwr!.t ten 
co y. I f you ·.1e.nt to Ch:J.l'lf;e tl)i a ::.t e.ll ::.l'ld will th~n r e turn 1t to 
we , ''' '" ' 11 ;;ut i t i nto ~rint i n ou= Journal . Th" '"""t i n;; ·.v::s e. very 
f i ne one an .. l I think yvur adarcss w_s v=ry f!.ttinz to t t~e occa.s i on. 
It conta i ned just the kir.d of th1~ that t hose boys oucht to hear 
at t hia time . Good l uck to ycu. 

Yo Ul' S VCl'Y truly , 

L:ncl . 
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