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speal<Brs that the ensioat of all taska waa the Fourth of 

July oration; that , indeed, it had been, t b.rou3h the oourae 

of year:~, developed into somewha.t of on ezaot aoienoe, with 

a regular and orderly courae o.t prooed.uro . 'l'ho rea1.£le wns 

simple: Firat one started out with the 81Drious conatitu-

tlon of the United ::>tat eo; tl ve minutes waa the customary 

allowance to prove that it v:as the grente!Jt inspired docu.-

ment 1n t he world, and it was even permissible to hint that the 

Saints thec.selves eight have taken o. pointer or two froo 

ThQ::las Jefferson. Then one proceeded to tonr tho individual 

planets from tho skies and plant th<JD f l t'lilly and forever on 

tho azure field of our nattonnl Dnblam, attor \'lh ioil it was 

oustomtlry to soar on tho baclt of t .'lo Amorioo.n t::aulo over the 

entlro world IWd u.tsoover th"t DO\Ynero •o thezto a DAtion 

10 weat and J.)OWor:Ul •• ..... • Aa a oli.!IIL<, ton M1nut" 



• 

had t o fleht. Sleh was wMt might be called the 

" standard" Fourth of July speech. I doubt it anyone 

ever took the text seriously or literally or if any orator 

reelly 1maeiooci it would be so token . I t wn.s a. pleasant 

exorcise i n exaggeration which docei ved no one. 

But on !1!U. Fourth of July, 1 919, an 

astouncl1q; thine ms happened. 17e lave <lrelllllod dreoms 

and they have cane true . '.'Tnat we thout:;bt was pleasant 

llYl>erbole bas proved to be tact, and r. tor one , tlnc.l 

as a reoult that a Fourt h of July speech Wllier these cir-

cumatc.nces to one of tho :nost difficult thillGS to make, 

inn tend of tho GO:Jiest. I om somewhat in the situation 

ot the colorod gontlOI!lllll who was asked , 

"Dlatuo, wiwt woulUi you oay if I t}!Ye you 

a dollal"'" 



"that you was the most boneticial , ~iticontest. llbere.leat , 

elega.ntest , splendiferous ma.n what tho Lord ever made . " 

"lo that ao , .Rastus? Well, now, wlult would you s'Eey it I 

gave you one IJundred DOl lars?" · RastuB scratched his head 

for five minutes in profound silenco and final]¥ replied , 

'\Ir. Jones, I just don' t seem to recollect any \?ords in 

the l!nglish l anguage what fits that situation." 

That is about the way I feel , for today. 

speaking seriOI>sl:r nnd without exaggeration, the principles 

of tD.e equal rlchts of men, of ju!l tlce toward t .• e weak as 

well aa the strong, of government by conaont of the t,;<>verned, 

as aet forth in wr constitution, are boing recognized by 

all the great nations on earth as the most wonderfUl doc-

trlno tor tno euidnnco of numnn conduct t1v t haa ovor beon 

l.lovhe4 . 'l'ho world toda;/ h rell1fll<iDll itt olcl lew• alld ro-

vitilli: itt olu troati .. witil our oona~itution tor ito t""t 



book. Since last Pourth ot Jul;y the otaro 1n our tleg 

have ahone with a brlehtneaa amid the darkness of foreign 

ba ttlofields that no planet • • ever equalled. Toda;y 

it nseds no lJnB.ginaey trip upon eac;lo wines to provo that 

our country is reco{9lized n.a a great and wonderfUl c011ntry 

'V:ith resources beyond the wlldeat ~esa work of the past; 

and all our proud and 1m:1ooent bc:astilliJ a:;, to what we 

coo.ld do in war has ceased to be boasting and becane a 

mere reel tal of deeds achieved. 

We are havine a double celebr:~.tton today, 

for wo are ai"ao welcoming thoae wito are fortunate enoueh 

to have gono forth to meet the cOillr.lOD ontJI'f\Y 1n BtrickOn 

t1eld!S o.oros:s the sea and vfho bo.ve nOYI returned. How 

oan anyone put into VTords tne Joy and pride we !eol'l ror 

t~;~oel!, 1 oon!eoo in addition a dnp .. v:/ beOllUo~ l'ate 



c.ssisting in the direction of the movements ot our tleeta 

and tha !IG"riad and one things which mot be dane to make and 

keep the llavy effic ient i n timo of war . l:ot but \?hat my 

ovm work has had its thrills; not but wh8.t !lomething of the 

joy of battle has fallen to our lot i n washi ngton. To de-

vise, as we did , a deadly barri er ottn1nst tho Cettl8-n submarine 

acroato the wide Nor th 3ea; to be told by experts or other 

na.tions EWd some experts Of our O"i'.'n thnt it v.aa impossible 

and t hen to watch i t , throueh cipher cable , s tretch out , 

nevertheless, day by day, catching the enemy ' s barbarous 

boats from t ime to time 1n its fatal tentacles, until by 

tho time the annlstice was doclo.r ed, it atretched in linen 

that almoot met froc shore to ahore . That 'lila one ot the 

llavy' o tasks , about whioh little l.,.o beon aai~ but 11110h 

~hou.:;ilt. 'l!O tlll<O tilo giar.t (!Uil.o ot oul" now battloah1po, 



strength, to mster apparentl;r insol ubl e problema of 

constructi on in one-third the timo the most rash and op-

t1mist1c expert allotted, to send t h001 across, mount them 

aeaiu, to rush tilsn to the t r ont, and to see wtw.t ter ror 

and consternation their thousand pounds of T.N. T. croo.ted 

wilen dropped tra:n over twenty miles EW1ay into t he ena:t13 ' s 

ranks . All this fell to our lot 1n partial compensation, 

as well as the thrill of thankful and jo;rtul relief as '"'ch 

convoy laden with troops pasced safely t !lrough t he tarbor ' s 

mouth, ths.nks to the unwenrylng vlg ilnnoe ot our tireless 

gra;r dost ro;rers . llUt still, 1n api te of all this , for 

my part 1 would have preferred to m ve be on in action at the 

tront, to lulve stood Bide by aide with you, now llano; to 

have mot tho onem;r 1n ph;rsiool donth grapvlo rnther than 

coldly plotted h1o dootructlon from liD office chair. lloll 

trc111 t'" front, i "lcomo and 1 on¥)' :J<n. 'l'haoe in the 



·. 
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r.avy' 3 service 1mcr.1, 1 tnink, ot t ile interest I have taken 

in you, of !<>''' hard I have t ried to do m, part toward makinf: 

Z!m£. part a success, and you of the Array wUl not forget 

that the Navy had an interest in Genero.l Pershing' s forces 

nl so . Ther e were, yau. my remmbor, !lOrD& Navy peopl e there. 

They called them, 1 have heard, "Devil Dogs," l gnor tns their · 

ofticial t itle of "l:arinea." They worked by your a ide in 

the common cause. so you soe, as one or tho heads of the 

official family, can welcome both the A:rr:ry o.nd the Navy 

han e. 

Hov1 can I describe t he feeling that we all 

have toward you? W"llB.t welcome can l 61ve J.n words that woul d 

bo worth saying 1n canparison w1 th the woloomo you havo elreadY 

had trom t nooo that you love boot at homo , tho aU..,t ' "loome 

ot heart apeaking to wartY TOll mow bow l.ial. tolt withOIIt 



.... \t• " .. 

saw them again. I but ask yrm to believe that tmt same 

:teol1Dg, so utterly 1ndeacr1bable, so deep, ao strong that 

ono can no mor e speak about it or put it into languaee than 

one can talk idly and lightly about one• a relif!l.on , is shared 

by all ot us and is the fool ing in every heart today. we 

watched your going, every one or u~ , with personal auxiety 

and :tear . ilo read ot your brave deeds w1 th personal pride 

and exaltation; we greet your ha:necomlug with personal joy 

and tbank:fulness, with which we all of us min&].o, 1 think, 

that feeling closely akin to reverence which brave men 

have inspired in the hearts of mnnklnd since the v.orld began. 



. ·. 

have often boen told b;y profeaoiOD&l 

speakers that the easiest or a ll tasks was the Pourth of 

Jul;y oration,~ 
1 
indeed it bad been, through the oo~r ae of 

years , developed into aomm1hC.t of an exact oolenoe, with 

a regular and orderly course or procedure . The recipe was 

simple: tlrst one started out with the glorious constitution 

of the United states; flvo minutes •a tho customary allowance 

to prove that it was the greatest . inspired document in tiB 

i& k.f:,.·"/_b,..u~, 
~ . c 

1s ~permissible to hint that ~ A { world, and 1 t 

mie;ht have taken a pointer or two from ThO..""i&s Jefferson. 

T&en one proceeded to tear the individual planets from t he 

skies and plant them firmly and forever on the aZilre field 

ot our National Dnblem, after which 1t~ cuatomo.ry to aoar 

on the back of the .Amorican J.:aelo over the ontiro world and 

dl•oover that nor1here wee there a natlou eo areat. ana power-

tul ao our~, .U a ollroU, t•• olinutos would be doYOtod to 



. . 

was what mi ght be aalled t hestaud.ard"llourth of July speeoh. 

doubt if aeyone ever took t he toxt seriously or 11 terally 

or 1f any orator really 1ma~;ined i t woul d be so taken. 

It "WDD a pleasant exercise in exaggeration whi ch deoelved 

~ 1919 
no one . But on ll!!J. Fourth of JIU':; an aotounding thing 

hao happened. We have dreamed dreams and they have come 

true. \'r.oat we thought \\Bs pleasant hyperbol e baa proved 

to be tact, and l, tor one, find aa a reJult that a l'ourth 

ot July apeech under theso clrcumstB!lcea is one of the moat 

difficult t h i ngo to make, inotead of tho eaoiest. I am 

some"1iul.t in the :;ituo.tion of tho colored aontleman who was 

aoke4 , 

"Rastus, what woul d you say i f I aave JOU 

a dollar-tn "Ur. Jones , " replied .ttastus, ,.I would say t h4t 

;rou •• tile .. oat beneficial, ma.;n1flo,..test , 11beroleet, 

tle!:l'llttat , aplttullteroul "'411 what t 10 J.or4 ever made ." 



"ls that ao , Baatua"f '!ell, now, whllt would you. say it I 

gave you. Ono :IWldred llOllara·t" Rastus scratchtn his head 

fat' five minutes in pr ofoWlU s ilence and f i nall y r e.vlied, 

"Mr . Jones, I just don 't seem t o recollect aey 'vords in the 

.......-r 9-
Ena;lish language ~ fits that situation." That ls abrut 

the way I feel , for today, speaking serioualy and without 

exaugeration, the principles of t ho equal rit#lts of men , ot 

justice toward the weak as wall aa the stroug, of government 

by consent of t he governed, as set forth in our constitution, 

hk<-f 
are r eo'ognized by all t ho great nntionn on earth as the most 

II 

wonderfUl doctrine for tho guidance of hWll!ln conduct t hat has 

ever been devised. The world today is rOOl&kiD8 1 ta old 

laws ami revisinG its old treaties with our constitution for 

ita text book. Since last 1ourt'1 ot July the staro in our 

tlas havo snone wi t4 a bri.;htneaa 811114 t~o d&rkMu ot 



our country is recognised as a great o.nd wonderf'Ul country 

with rooouroea beyond the wildeat ~eea r.ork or the past; 

and all our proud and innocent b casting as to what we caul d 

do in war bas ceased to be boasting' allil becor.1e a mere re-

c1 tal of deod.o achieved. -' 'top er4 1 rl 'i lu t atox &Yttrr 

VIe are hav1~ a do..Wle celebro.tlon today, tor 

we are al:Jo welconln,g those wno are f'ortu.nate enou~ to b.o.ve 

gone torth to meet the ccmnon en~ in stricken fields acroas 

the soa. and who have now returned. !!ow Cl1D anyone put 

into \'i'Orda the joy and pride wo tool? For 11\YBOlf', J. confess 

/ 
1n add1t1on a deep arLV'f ~fate ruled tl>l t 1 ahoul d a1t at 

';7anh1ngton, do1n~ 'f1tl b1t by aoo1st1nrr in the d1reot1on ot 

t :1AI mov..,entl ot 011r tleota aDd tho '/1flr1ad and one tn11181 

w.11~1l ra~at lie d.ou. to ulc8 all4 l<H.P tbe !laY'/ att1o1ent in 

tiM ot ..,, 



not but what sccething of tho Joy of battle bae fallon to 

our lot' in \Vash1ngton1 '17. devise1 as we did1 a dead4' barrier 

against the German subr:aarine across tho wide l!Orth sea; 

CU...t. 
to be told by exports of other nottono and - exports of 

our own that it was impossi ble and t hon to vmtou it, through 

cipher ca• l e , stretch w.t , neverthela:us, day by day, o8.toh-

ing the onomy' s barbarous boats frcm time to time i n its 

\--\,-.._IN,:.. ift-~ w. 
fatal tEilt&cles, untill\the ar.nistice was declared, ~ 

lin~u that almost met from shore to s hore. That -.as one 

ot the Nav,y ' s tasks, about which little ha3 bean said but mu.ch 

thou[ptt. To take the giant guns ot our new OOttleahlps, to 

mount them on railway trucks of nEm and unheard-of strength, 

<1~-~-
to master apparently inoolublo problllma~in one-third tho time 

,._t 1>•·•1 
the _...,...,_,... most , optimistio oxport allotted, to oond thee> 

acro11, mount them ae-ln, to ru:sh. tn• to t 10 front • arwt to 

aoo w1at torro~ and oonot..,uatioD tMir tho~•all4 potond• ot 



into the enem;y' a ranlcs. All thia fell to our lot in par-

~Mt),..., 
tial ccrupenDat1on~- t~ thrill of thanktul and J07-

tul rel ief as each convoy laden with troop9 passed safely 

through the harbor' s mouth, thanks to tho unwearying vigil ance 

or our tireless gray destroyol"'l. Ba.t still , in spite of all 

this, tor my part I would haTe preterred to have been in 

action at the tront, to have stood side by side with you., 

now bCJDo; to mave met tile enemy in phys1on.l death grapple 

rather th.Dn coldly plotted hio destruction from a n office 

#I~ 
cl"Bir. =-- from the tront , 1 welcome and I envy you. 

Taooo in t ho Navy's service know, I think, of tho interest 

I have taken in you, ot hO\V hnrd I have tried to do !!!. ,part 

toward maltltltl ~part a IIUocoas , and ;rcu c! tho A:n!r7 

~._.t?-
~ not torget that tho I&V'J had an interest in Gonorol 



BOl'!le lbvy people there. Thoy called tnem, 1 have heard, 

"Devil Dogs," ignoring their ottio1al title of 
1 

Jlarines:' 

'7'?Uy ~ ul' 4 ~.......,. .g.,./. - ./ 6 
t Jl 7 8 f 8.1 2 I i _A II t l1 1 21 lor 

t::;-H. "'Jirk.-~ tl ~' 

*< 1 I 'c iZ!!' ' 7 ,. 

so you see, as one of the heads of t he• 

offi cial family , ! can welcome bo th the Ju-mi1 and the llavy 

home . 

now can I describe the teal tng that we all 

have townrd you? llhat welcome can I give 1n words that 

would be worth aq1ng i n coraparison with the wolcane 7ou 

have already had from those that you love boot at hoc.e , the 

silent welcomo of heart speakitllr to heart ? You lalOw...-.., 

how ~ felt without a \\Ord boitllr said, You l<nOW how you 

tel t when you first saw th<lll ac;ain. I but aok you to bo-

Ueve thllt that ..,.. teelLng, 10 utterly 1n4 .. orlballle, 10 



' · 
' ' 
\ ' ! 

J -8-,• 
one's r el ig ion, is shared b7 all ot ua and is the feeling 

in every ho&rt today . We •tched your goi ng, eYery one 

of ua , with ~1 anxiety antl tear. we read ot you.r brave 

deeds w1 t h peroonal pricle and exaltation; we groot your home
,--

coml.ng with peroonal Joy am tl1mkflllness, with which we ell 

ot us mingle, .L think, that f eeling closely akin to revereuce 

j.. ~ Len.v"h ,/- '"* .(.....,; 
\Vhich brave men have i nspi rod,( s ince the world ragan. 

penpw:iad....__ 
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Je&l'l, clenlo,PO<l J.nto "'"'*'""' or .., uaot ooleouoe, 'III.U. 

a resular and ord.orl3 GOIU'ae or p:roo..wr.. ~be ree1pe -

ai.Dplo: first one started. out wHn toe •lorioua OOIUitltatlon 

of t40 Oaited ~tat• ; !ito al.n~tos •• tho cruot.-r:r all-

so pro.,. tbat it was tho s:r•teet UAJ.nsplrod dooWIIOilt 1n tla 

~~ 1 .~rl 
world, ll!ld it 1s ~ peralaolble to blat that st. ~ ~-

m11Jt!t haYa tal<ell a pointer or two tram !bOtlllo Jo!teraoa. 

1111e1 ud pl&llt th• flmlJ aa4 roreYir 011 tbo aare f1~4 

"" tile bael< of ~be L'Mrioa J!&cle o.,... the •Uro worU -

~ a1 _.,, u a d"""'- •• llla•N ..U M hfth& " 



, 
I 

-. _, aJcll& 1oe oal~ &be o&UIIud .l'lnlrth of ~ o]IMOII. 

or lf 1U1J oro tor ronllJ tc: at:1nod 1t would be oo -· 

n waa a ploa33nt exorcise ln uagsen.tlon ""loh -l'Nd 

no one. But on lil!!!, 'ourth of JOil, ;;n a"tou.ndillg &h1D8 

true. What .... t~cr~Jht mo pleaoant '11l>•rbole baa proYod 

t o h tact, ed 1, for one, find as a ro!ltllt that a 'ourth 

ct July opooo~ Ulldor tnooo ei.r<lUJJUtonooo lo ono of tho .. at 

diffloult hl.llgs to l:llloll:e, l:Ao&oad of tho oaolu&. 1 aa 

oaaawl>a& IJt tbe slhatlOil of the ooloro<l g<llltl- whl> •• 

•llaltuo, """t would ,.... ,., lf 1 _.,. J011 



• 

for fl'fe mlMtas 1D profoaDil s1l...,., ad fllllll~ raplle40 

"Kr. ,Jouao, I Juut don' t GOCCl to recollect tm::~ wards 1l1 tiw 

That la a'lulllt 

8X&6b"ONt1on, ~'to pr1Dolplu of th4 &!ual rlt!flh of -· Of 

JWJtloo toward tOO wool< as woll ao na otro~JG, ot 60.,......,, 

111'0 rocopizod 01 all t 111 graot natlona on oarth as tha 110at 

woll4arfal dootri.De !or tho "'~... of ~~>WaD ~ nat -

anr bean uvlae4. na world. to4a,J 1a r.-klDC lh old. 

laft ae4 rovlal.llg Ita old traatlaa wltb ov oonatl\utloa for 

lta hxt book. U1Doa las\ Jovtb Of ~~ \ba dara ia 0111' 

~~ llaYI all- 'Ill tll a trlpU.a Mld. ~ -·· af 

, •• .,.~~auletLelu ..- .. ,~.Met•• ••• ..-u.... ,.. 

u ....... ~..,.,.,.._...._. .. ,...,,_. 



with ....-. "r0114 the w114oat f'l••• wol'll: ot the --'' 

u4 all ov pl'Oilcl IUUl I.JmOoat b oaotl"'! • • t o what w oCill4 

t~h tu allow t llo applause t o d1o clown.) 

'lie are hav1"'; a 4oW.le celebraticll ~. tor 

sono forth to meet t "oo c...,Oil - 1n atl'l.cltoll t1elcla aorooa 

tho - IUUl •lbo baTO noor retornacl. - """ ., ... pat 

into 110rt. tile JOf IIZI4 prlde "" feel' FOr !111&elf, i oonteaa 

ln &441 t1011 a cleep OIITJ tl>llt rate rv.lod tla t l o-14 aU at 

••Magton, 4o ln8 r11 1> 1t 1>-1 aaah tlaa lll tblt 4lreetloa ot 

t:.e • .,.,_,, ot ca.r t111t1 aliA thl owrlM 1114 - taiiiP 

... If-· ... Hi .... .., - -· »• 11M Ltl Willi I 



to be told by a..,perts or other n. .. tiol13 end ""'DT oxperta ot 

olphnr ca•lo , stret.c!'l oo.t, novort.boloaa, do.~ b.f u..,, oatob-

l lll! tho enoa;r• s barbarouo <oats rrcn t1mo to t1me 1n lts 

h. t:."l..:V vr ~ -..(....4.. .:.. 
tatal t·:sltaolos. Ul•tii~ he &r::ll.otico """' doclared, ___. 

lines tllat almost lOOt froo eh.ore to o 10re . ~t•• cae 

ot tho ::.n~·· ta•u, about tlhioh llttlo has bet:Sl aald bRt -ch 

thouj1t . ':o take tho clant 8J.U11 ot our new battlnhlpa, &o 



~ 
, ••• t. ··~-~ ,._ - _.,_n .... u .. .., 
la\0 '""" -·• ..-. .t.l1 \llh tell to_. let 1a,..... 

(,C.Aw-JI-~ 
tlel o_.uoa. ~ '""" \llr1ll of tllallktlll aal JIIJ-

of our tlrel•• rt:r*'l deoti'CIJeft· llllt otlll, 1n aplte of ell 

thl•, tor 1q part I would ba.,. preterftd to ila're be• 1a 

TllOoo 1n tbe ... .,. •• oerrloe JI:IIOW,.I ~1111<, of tho latereet 

I III.YI \&It• 1a 7oao of bOW bard I ._.,., tried to do., por\ 



I 
' _,_ 

"DIWU Dip,• l.porlJis &helr attiAIIal UUa ot an-. 

(-•• tor prolOII(lell applmee troll all but the repler 

this poi.Jlt.) so 7011. oee. a a one of tho -da of tbalr 

otflolal tamll;r, L aan weloo11e both th e J.rrttr and tho Jla'¥7 

-· 
Bow """ I Qlorlbe the tooli.Jig that we all 

lla'fe toward JO!l? What welooiDI om~ I gi... I.Jl wordl taat 

woul4 bl worth M11ll& 1!1 oo~rlaOD with the welccae ;row. 

llaYe alreadr had t!'OII &I>Dae that ,.,. lne beet at hOlM, the 

- thOIF telt wlthCIIt a word bollll oa14. lena .,.ow how 7001. 

felt wh& JOil tlrot ••• t )t• apia. I 'llot aelt fOil to b ... 

... ,, 10 etro., tllat oae- M -• ·~ P~~~&t u n ,., 



I 
- · • -~-. u .-- -., ell ot • ea4 u u.. tMll.a& 

1a .. ., - ... ...,. .. •&olle4 ,,., &OI.a&t .. ., -

of u , w1th :per.oaal eale\J Ul4 ,..,, we rea4 ot 7<11U breft 

00111111 wlth -~ JOJ &111 t~. with wh1e>h" all 

ot u a1qle, l tll1altt tbat tMll.JIC oluelJ &Ida to ...., ... _e 

which breTe - baTe 1ae:plrod olJIDe the world belllll• 

(Je ...,.. aad ataad aUll 11J1tll tba bOilq!W\ 1a ;n••ted 

uo1. utU the p1omN - P'• t111'01&81l· ) 
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