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Soeech of 

Franklin D. Roosovelt 

a t the Fourth Annua l Dinne r of t he Episcopal Laymen 
of Dutchess Count~, 

llount Beacon , NeH York, ctob er 2 , 1919. 

Sumnexy from Beacon (N.Y . ) Da ily Herald , Oct. 3, 1919. ] 

Frankli n D. Roosevelt, AAS i atBnt Secretar y of the Navy, 1<as 
then introduced . ~!r. Ro osevelt spoke on r.1any top ics , start ing 
off ~<ith t he 1·!0rk performed by t he npvy of the United States, even 
before this c ountry entered t h e HP.r . Early i n the spring of 1917 
Mr. Roosevelt told of h01·1 he >tas in Hayti with a br e.nch of t he Marines 
Rnd ho>t he wee r e call ed to 1'/ashinr-ton , the rea s on for h i s r ecal l 
being given as " politicpl." An old col onel of t he Har i nes , >tho 
had bee n away f r om the United Ste.tes on <'.uty for a nur.1ber of years 
settlinc r evolutions, ~<as s o filled up with this kind of life that 
he said the reason for Hr . Roosevelt beine; called back to 1•/aehington 
""" the t Charles Hughes >re.s l ee.dinr; a ::-evoltinr; popul 0ce ar;e.~net 
l'loodrm-r Wilnon. Arriving i n Washinr;ton t he soeaker told hm; he 
f ound p l e.ne r.1e.turine; f or the ent rence of the !Jni ted Stetee in the 
1'/ar . The convoy system e.nd the submarine net that l ater becar.1e 
t he topics of t he day, 1<e r e orir,inated by t he United States e.nd 
in the spring of 1917, be fore 11e.r wee decl e.r ed on Gerr.~E.ny by t he 
Un i ted States , our country , e ven if it \1ras neutrel , surges ted 
these te.ctiM t o the British and they were turned do1m . However , 
t;..e inar;ination an~ the origine.lity of t he Uni tedSt atee navy \"/on 
out , as explained by Hr . Roosevelt , and in the e.utUr.ln of 1917 these 
mover.~ents were being effectively used ae;a i nst the Huns . 

The d!raft arr.1y and hoi! it r.1ade its great name i n the world 
1<ex 11ere a ls o discussed by Mr . Roosevelt . 

Conditione no~< end years ago ~;ere a lso dwelt upon by the 
s peaker . He ee.id t hat eve n no>~ in the twenti eth century there 
1·:ere pers one l1 v i ng and a !load many of t hem, ~<ho wish t he t 
'fhey could g o back to t he ' good old days . " J.lr. RooeevU.t said 
that there was not such a th ing in existence a s t hese same 
" ~cod old days " and that if everyone would live in the present 
conditions e.nd forget a ll about t he pas t things in reneral in this 
country would be far better . 

Copi ed: by RLJ, 11arch 14 , 1950 in the office of the Beacon ~· 
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