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The P>bl1c >Ba !allen Into tho way ot acceptlJ18 

the apeechos delivered a t thh particular bont]uet a, bei n ·':, a ttar 

a. f'ashion, the ottlcl al •rolce ot t he Democratic Pa rty . At other 

tiaes during t ho y oar T&rlou.a leaders in varlou:;; places bave spoken 

on t his aubJect or t il8t aubJec t, aocetlmoa axpressilld t;,.eir own 

\"lew&, sometimes expr83s1ng what t hey th111k s nou.ld be t he ?o..rty• s 

views , but on no other occas ion ao politicn.l opeoohes corry, ao it 

-zeq 
were, t ho ofrici al soal Of t ho organization, aG'\spoec .l&9 modo 1.ere. 

i'or t ha t reason, 1 fool a deep burden or responsi bi lity. for never 

before has t he noed of clear speaking, or plain s tatement from a 

political party been s o urgent as a t t h la moment . 

t here sue}}. contusion in t'te minds or t lto To taro a t large ae to w~t 

t ho dominnnt parties stand to r, o.s to wtlat are t b.elr preGont Wa:fl 

. er.. " ... c;-
ot t h1nk1ng,)"tieU8 .. 1f11a t 11no9 they propos e to proceed 1r t -!ey a r e 

placaJ. in power t hia year. /rom our ancient advarsor1oe, t ho 

Republicans , co~a no voioo w'ilatovor; onl1 a loud , raucous contusion 
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of tongues, each ln a di fferent kOJ, utterl7 ot con.rllct even with 

each other, nnd t hose who po t lontly have tri ed t o unravel tram t hat 

modern Tower of Babel known as Republican J!oaa.qu.artors t ho va rious 

otatomonta, seeking to f i nd in t hoa aome nom:non keynote, some united, 

coherent, sane platfo rm on whlcn t o !ltand, have t ounu t horn co herent 

and Ullited on only one point. Aolcl a ll t be lr cUaoordu runs tbe 

aama note, a aort of wail in a o inor k&J, over toe awi'u.l a lleged 

misdeeds of t he .Demoorntlc ?arty. Thoy a r e so busy s couring to r 

faults, hunting, aa it were , for now r eservoirs of cud t o th row, 

t hat t hey appa.rentl7 have had no time to consi der what t hoy would 

do were th.&J l n oar place, lot a lone what better wnys of' doing Ue 

very thl.nrga t hat t hey obJect to t ll e.7 would inaugurate were t hey 

ln power. Let ua not oom:nl t t heir error· Let 113 not, as lt 

ware, become :JO bu:s111 encaged 1n acrap1ng the cu<i. oft our clothes 

as to torget t he necesaltJ or stand ing clearly ond detlnltely tor 

soceth11:18. 
lfo Boll!heYl k ever toriZ~J.l&tecl ao complete a pl atform 



ot deetruct10!l of all tb.inaa exhtlng, with no clear susge,tlon tor 

new t h1Dg3 i n au'bstitution, as have th.o rovered and somowb.nt nnt1-

quated leadera ot t oe opposition . 
"'~~ 

Let us haro~sat about to Kiva 

the .-oter3 a choice between something detinite and a J:l~r! poltc7 

ot dlsoontent . 

c;~~.v~ 
In thlnldn,o ovor what I 11o"'uld sa~ oy m'lnd naturall7 

went back to a somewhat similar condition Just before tho war in fltl 

own Department or tho na,.. 7:o bnve what wo call, tor lac;c ot 

o. better .DSJ:~o, s llaval ::ar Cellose, which i s not a college at all 

but a place wnere our experienced of:f'icera gather to s tudy tho 

latest developnents in t he o.rt or tlLlval warfare nnd ton:mlote broad. 

plana: ot strategy' and tactics. It 1o customary , from time to 

t1.u1o, tor t ho Secretary of tlleliavy to addreJs t hb bodj of men , ant. 

lt !.G u3unl , on such occasions, to recCWlt tho glorious deocLa ot the 

NaVJ, our perr aotion 1u t he art of war, t ho horot.c deeds ot ou.r 

onoeatora, beginning wit!\ John ?aul Janos , and to pe.y a tow gracerul 

tributes to t ho ottioienoy ot t ho College . BUt on thl a ocoa310n 



I telt that this as not t'l.O kind of speech t tu. t wo.tld. be most h.el~ 

tul, and. itllltoad , 1 urg&d t her!l to forget t a.e old thlngn e.rut to re-

member t hat new condi t Lana in •rtare bave swept our old anoborage3 

away. am ~01n,! to quote pert of Lha t opeooht 

~ earnest word, my solemn plea to(lay 1B to urge 

~au te.'lrlesalf to dtacard worshi p of all t hi ngs t M t ore old, and 

to adopt courageously aJl;fthtuo t hat 1!1 now t , o come.nt th..'lt :somo new 

developmout o r \. le pre:~ont convince:J yaa. t "Uo t t.he old wu.y 1J no 

longer t h o right VI8'J. 
It l:s t 'lo c ourage or t 'le l.Mortcan pooplo 

in facing nO!f conditions rrom t rto tl.!no our r oreto.thera dar ed and 

a.aatered t!lo terrorG o r t h.o wiltlene:~s and ooilt therein a new 

ns.tion with o. new e,"'VOMl.'Dont that has made us groat tocl&J. 
] Old-

ing wisel1 to whr t is good 1.n t he past, to auoh principles a:J stand 

t 10 aciU test of th is great war, do not tear to cast aaido what 

have proved to be !DOl'& sbaeltlea of convention and daringly to go 

torwrd. " 

Qontle..z~., I mow ot not hin8 better tnat 1 can say 
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DOW tb&ll t bat • As tho submarino and tae a eroplnD.e brought about 

a new ltlnd at •val 'S&rfare, so haTe t he effaota of ttlh terrible 

• r ~rought about a n«W condi tion in th.a entire body pol i t l o , not 

only ot t~la connt17 but ot all c ountries. Tho heavy burdens of 

war coat, t he needless conflict bet ween capital o.ncl labor - tbeoe 

a re but two or t no many problems w1.1oh tho }:Ubllo will look to t h e 

perty t hey olect t 'lla 70ar to aolve. Are v:o to oo o.a cont'U30d , 

as uncertain, oa cowardly as our Jtepubllcan friends on thO!IO Cll!lt tors? 

Let ua look tor a moment at our Ropublican frionds, tor I must sa1 

tra!Jkly that 1n sooo wys we t3Dy t uere see, as in a c lrror, aomo 0'! 

our own s hOrt coml ng:; up to date. 
Placltd 1n control of Congres s 

under what so~s to have oean a cl earl y mht&lam idea tbat t 'l.e party 

wtl ch could orltlc l ze ao el oqu.ontlJ could remedy and cons truct 

P..(••..,t ~~ ...... 
with e~ual tacillty, what bavo tMt 'l.doDO? kroun d their cOWlCil 

tabl e si t t boi.r ancient leaders, whose lack. or abili ty to g row with 

t "le countrJ, to t h1.nk of nothi ng: nMF 11' 1t ~ w 1\ e ' to moet a n8'if coD-

di t1011 



led t.o t 'lO ~mtall or tl:telr pa~t,- oigl'tt year s ago., _ llk:e BO many 

anotont Rip Van ';';illklea , shaki ng t'lelr hoaey hoad.a at the ~:ow con-

dltion of t hlng!J , scanninc; t he records of our ad:ninlstratton with 

near- ::a l ghted eyes tor poss i ble f lawa to be usod 8.J caapa ign a r b"U:Dants , 

"""'"';;::,. r...:. 
but wlthout one single lnt elllgon~lde<l of what t o do abou.t lt , 

~ 
;'l!lat l egl sla tlOD mve thoy lntroduoecl l n tho-'i"'st? i.'lw t theoey of 

procedure have t tley enunc iAted? There have been aevoral critical 

stagea i n t b.e labor problem. \That d ld they do auout itT You can 

i magi ne, i n fancy, a BDthering ot those dwellera in t he past s rotmd. 

t 10 council board . 

"Tne coal minero nave w llc.ed oa.t, " says one . 

"lea," responds t he ot.her, '"I truo:t our press buresu 

has already bllllll&d t he Demooratlo 'alrty, • 

ttCortaln}7 , oertalnlJ , " 1.nmldiately repli es the 

loader, or oh8.1l'JIID.D., or wb.oevur he t:wly be. ·~auld i t not be a 

good i dea to bs.Yo oo.r loo.ders in Coli{Irass i.::mnodiately pass proper 

legislation to br1Jl8' t hi s d.iatraaaful c ondition to an end? " 
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"Splend1d1" Comos tb8 unanimous reaponae. 

"\\'h8t shall 1 t be?" some more practical member lnqui rea. 

t...M--
J.nd then, gentlemen, imagine t h.e dead sUonco wh.io 1 ~. until , 

ttno.lly, f'rom aomo eoruer, one or t he onctont seers advi:ses, with an 

au.dlblo atgh ot rolle! nt h.avi~~ solvod. tilo quos tton, 

••t think porhapa our aafeBt plau will bo to continue 

to bl.ar.le all tho DEDOcr&tll !rom t he President dcmn, Uooo.usu if wo s!lOUldt 

!JUgaest aeyt!Ll~ and it did not work, wo :1ig~t bo b l 3lDOd to:- it." 

That , gontlomen, 1.1 a tnnoy :~kotclt , perhaps , but it is 

exactly w.:vr.t they did on t ti3 o.nd ovor; ot"1.or proulOt\ ,.;-~lei. has acme up. 

Gentlemen, I don' t care ~ow oan,y hard !UCO:J our party 1!1 cnllod ~o long 

a:s t h"Y cannot truth!Ully call us cowards . 
Wo ware swopt into power 

because we were not co..ard!J; becnuile wo had r>..odo t~o torm, "st&ldpatter" 

no longer an honorable title tor a Republican oft\oe hold.er but an 

e!)it"let ot scorn and contempt: . She.ll we now oato ·1 contagious rears 

~., ...... lo;.. ""'- <' ( ,,,:,t 
tram t he othor part7, and ~ ot not beln..:; able to suggest something 

which will please eva17bod3 , 3U{.""g&St not"\ln.,s: and t -us pleoae nobody? 



lar be it. Lot ua here announoe to t he votor3 of t tis country 

t,.t t •• Decooratlo .'Brt;r wUl go into t ho 081:1pa1an tnh year with 

d.et1n1te prlnc1Ples , with definite rEI!ledies, with a defin ite t heory 

which whic)t t o taco tna oompl u i t i as that confront ou.r oou.nt ey. 

Lot us announce that we will not walt for tho other po.rty to tol'lllllate 

a program and. then devote O\U's&lTes to oriticidng it, but that we will 

ourselves , as 900n aa our 001Ul5olors nod leaders miJ.1 moot, draw up 

in no uncertain language a plati'om wnicll will be for onco, at l~at, 

a real platform. - something to stand on firmly with two toot, and not , 

as, alas, platforms in the past havo too etten boen, ao::~othing to 

crawl under to escape tho wrat h or t ~o populace. If we do this , 

gentlemen, 1 ha·ro no f ear, oowevor d1.31ll41 a picture t he pes:slmista or 

our JBrt;r aay draw of tho tuture of our party . 1 trsDkl7 do not 

ant1o1pate an;rthing but shl!t;r Jug~lillg " !til sord.s and evasion of 

an;rt hlng 6et1n1 to from our opponents . non can tneJ, wl t O their 

preaent leaders , eTol ve an7 other plan o t campaign! .lppoals rounded 
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on mia-s ta t amonto to t nla clasa ot voters, and to t hat class ot voters. 

'1"\tioh, it run ln parallel co l umn:J , Y.'Ould flatly oo ntradlc t thiJ'l3elTas: 

t\._'Cl&gnifyl ng to lnevltablo orrors wnich nny red-blooded li"llU tJU.st cake .. 
in t ho course of his caroor, and which o.ny rod- blooded pnrty aau t make 

if 1t woul d really lead, into horrible scs&1al atoriea of lnaftlctencJ. 

VaGUe pro:u11 oa to t.ho laborlne t'\&D t lwt oo.pltol \ .'ill be crus hod be-

neath h13 f~tet. and equally va.!_;uo but couo·r..:lat noro aubsta.ntlal pr <n1ses 

to t ~e busineJs l!lOn t 'wt labor wtl l be curbod - w"late vgr t,at may mea n -

wr'1 On"(< ..J.,.,,~,, 
all these we ~ expect . It is my bel lo!, goutlor:ICm, t r.at if 

wsslhg was ever permissible, one !amous sootonce was forolven by t ne 

rooo rdlng angel . rre t was l"arragut' a t erse roply to t he Senator 

Lodgeo of h1• s tat!: 1'IBmll t ho torpod..oes . " Do not let us be 

afraid of crittc1.om of o;.u- i deas. <;,•o may not be a bl o to evolTo 

t l1e beat or all possible answers to t he questions wrtiOJ'l stare us in 

t •1e !'ace, but 1 would be l':s.!Jamed of my party it I felt we c ould not 

evolYe a bett er answer than t bey l&Yo :shown aey obility t.o make . Let 



t~em continue to babble about our unprotect ed infant industries , 

forgetting th.ot :s ince t"o tl..cl:e whon thDt 111109 an effective catch-

fiOrd. tnese inciustrie9 3uppliecl a W3rrtng r or ld wit~ catorial. l.ot 

t han continue their secret conferonoe~ wltb t 'li s 1:1onopoly and t ho.t 

conopoly i n ro~rd t o no ... ; CllCh tnt can bo friod tor tfle oom t.ng 

compaign. -::e ".B•re beau vary busy durinG" th.a la:~t few wook:s , 

gentlo:nen , sonoing back home tho anarchists \7 tic l our Republican 

friends insisted on i mporting s o aa to keep t n.o p rioo ot labor i n 

t h io c011ntl7 down. 
Let theo spin urge t.h e con t 1nuat1on or that 

ruinou:s policy, which bas spread red nnarc.h.y in our midst 1! t hey 

want to. I , tor one , am not goi ng to complain. 

But l et us all r t1Umber t ha t the great t h ing tor t 'le 

Democrati c .?art y today 1. 9 to f orget t'\Ot we nre D8'!1Dorats . 
:Rover 

will our Republio3n friends forget t hllt t hey oro rtopubUoans first and 

pat rlots attanrard. 
let us r oc:omber that our ft..rs t d.uty 1:J as 

.AmeriG&DG, an d not as Dtr:~ocrats . 
let u.s sacrifice t il ls lt.ttle,petty 

party pme or t hll t tampt1D8 chance to 1111prova our partlf' • status ninX 
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at t he e.x:pense ot t ea ccuntr ,y t hu t ftJIJ"t ar1ae and rcanber ~ 

~--~J 
~ du.t;y as Acerlcnn c i tizeoa l\to giYe t he beat that. 1:s in us 

toward s ol ving America' s pr oblems . 


	00026
	00027
	00028
	00029
	00030
	00031
	00032
	00033
	00034
	00035
	00036
	00037
	00038

