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1- Rooseve l t , 

L!r. Cuma.inge and Ladie~ a nd Centlemen of the Commlttee: 

I ac cept ' the nommation for t he off l e t. of Vice--President 

with humblenesc; a nd wi•.h a. deep WlBh to give to our be lo'led country 

the bes t tnat i s in me, N:o one cc·~t ld r eceive a higher privilege 

or opportunity than t o be thu s assoc iated wit h men and idea l s which 

1 Wl'l confident will soon r e ce1ve the support of the ma jority of 

our Cltizens. 

I n iact, 1 could not consclent ioul~y accept i t it I had 

not come to know by the closest int imacy that he who is our selec

tlon fo r t he Presidency, a.ncl who lB my chiE::.f a nd yours, 1s a man 

possessed of idea ls wl1 ich are a l so mine . He \'ill gi'le to America 

that kirxi of lead er ship which wUl make us respect him and b ri ng 

rurtner great ness to our land , In James t.l. Cox I r ecognue one 

who can l ead t his nation forward in an unha lting march ot progress , 

Two gr eat p roblems w1ll confront the ne:?:t adr:linistr at ion; 

.:>ur relations witn the world ard the prEssing need of organized 

progr ess a t home. The latter i ncludes a systemathed a nd inten

Blfied development of ou r resources and a progr essive bet .. erment 

of our citizenship, These matters will r equi re the guiding hani 

o f a President who can see hHI country a'tlove hi s party, and 'l"'ho, 

hav i ng <1 clear Vl Bl On o f tni~s as ~hey a r e , has also the inde

pendence, cour age and skill to guide us a lol"€ · he roJ.d to .. hi ff;S 

as they should be w1thou t s•"~er'ling one footstep at the d1cta·1on 

of n~rror. r...n. rtlsans wno wh1sper 11party" or of selfleh 1nterests 

t ha t murmur 11prof1ts 11
• 

In our world problews , wt: ll'IUSt e i ther shut our eyes , 

ae ll our newly built u1erchant r.l8.rl ne to mort; far-seei~ foreign 

po"e rs, crusn utter l y by embargo a nd har assing legislat iOn our 

fore i gn trade, close our ports. build an impregnable wall ot 

costly armau.ent e a nd live , as the Orient used to live. a hermit 

nat1on , dreaming of the past: or, we must open our eyes and see 

that rr.odern c ivi lizat 10n hns become so complex a nd thE: live.s of 

civilized men eo 1nterwove n n1t h t he lives o f other men in other 

oountrics a s '"·O ma ke i t impos.c;ibl... t o b~ in thie wor ld a nd not o f 

it, We must see T.hat it i c 1mpossihle to avoid except 't-y rr.onastic 

sec l usi on those. nonorabl e :011d int lmJ. te f oreign r e lations which 

•ne !earful-neartt.d shudd"!TlfLrly r:.1sc· .• J. by that Dev1l ' s catch-



2: - Roooevelt , 

wor d "inte r nat 1onal comphcl't ions•, 

Ae for our hor>~e vroblf>,j ~ we have t-een awaken~d by 

this war 1nto a ste.rtled reahzat 1on of the a r chnic ~hortcor.11ngs 

of our governr..~::ntal maclllnt:ry and of tne neE.d for t.he l:i nd o f 

re-organlZatJ.on whlch only a clear thinki ng bus1ne>s& 11.an, exper-

1enced 1n tne techn1ca 11tie::e of government al procecturt>, can carry 

out . Such a man ~7e have. Ont. \':ho has so successfully reforn,ed 

the business mana.ger,Jent of his own g reat State is obvious l y cap

ab le o f i3oing g r eater things , This i s not time to experiMtnt 

'.71th men r1ho believe tbat their par ty can do no wrong and that 

What 1a good for the selflah interests of a political p3.rty is of 

Jlecee~ity good !or the nation as 'l'lell , I as citizen beli!ve that 

t hia }'ea r we should choose as President a proved executive. 't'Te 

need to d.o things; not to talk about them . 

Much has been said of late about ~ootl American i sm . It 

is right r. hat it should have been said, and it is right that every 

chance snauld be seued to repea~ the basic truths underlyi ng our 

prosperity and our national existence itself. But it would be 

an unusual and much t o be wished for thi ~ lf in the coming pr e 

sentat1on of the issues a new note of fairness and genero oity 

could be struct. L1ttleness , meanness, falsehood~ extr~rr.e part

isanshiJ.l - tneee are not 1n accord with the Au:er1can spirit, I 

llke to tn1nk that in this respect also ;.,e are m?vi~ forward . 

Let us be definlte. We have paa"-E;d through a groat 

r.'ar ~ 3.ncl a rmed conflict wbich called forth every e! fort on the 

part of the whole populatio:l, The war was won by Republicans a.a 

well ao by Democra ts. Men of a ll partiea served in our armed 

forces, Men a nd ,.,omen of a ll parties snrved t he governr.1ent a t 

nome , They strived honestly as t\rrericl!aa , not as mere 1)3rt1aana, 

Republicans and Demcr a ts a like '"orJ:ed ln adm!. niatro.tive poai t1one 

raiaed Liberty loans~ adminuter r.d foOd control, toiled in muni

tion plants , bui lt s hips, Th-e "'. _ was brourrht to a successful 

conclusion by a g l orious cO!T.::l"'r:. ef'"'ort- one which in the years to 

come n1ll be a nntion, l p·Be 1 :'eel very certain that our 

children nill COttle to ret 1.1" 1 t...:r portlr:ipation as r11e:t.orabl e for 

the broad honor attl hon"at; \7hich mr rk'!d it ~ for the absence of 
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...,fiJrtunate ooandal, and for the 6plendid unlty of action which 

xt.ended to evr:ry position of t he nat1on, It would, therefore, not 

.n~y s•Hv~ lltth }lurpoce, but would confor!!:l ill to our h1gh 

~u.r..d.J.rda it any pe:reon ehoul<'. in the hE;at of poli t ical rivalry 

...:~k to manufacture pollt ical advantage out of a nationally con-

,.te'i otruggle , We have seen things on too large a ace.le to 

aton in tnie day to tnflea, or to believe 1n the adequacy of 

;.fling men . 

It 1e that same vision of the bigger outlook of national 

1d individual hfe which \Vill , I am sure, lead us to demand that 

.e men who reprect"nt us in the affai!'s of our government shall he 

.ore than politicailo or the errand boys of politicians - that . th(ly 

hall subordint\t e always the lndividual ambition and the party 

..:.v<lntage to the national good . In the long run the true s t atesman 

.d the honestly forr1ard looking part:r wi:;.l prevail. 

Even as the Nation entered the war for an ideal, eo it 

.. t 8 eu.erged from the war w1th the d '!termination t hat the ideal 

hall not die. It is idle to pretend that the war declaration of 

.pr1l 6th,.lgl?, was a mer e act of self-defense, or that the obJ.ect 

of our part1cipat1on was solely to defeat t. he m1llta ry power of 

1o. •. e Cent:-a.l Nations of Europe. \'fe knen then as a Na tion, even as 

· e knot; today, t hat sucoess on l an:l and sea could ~~t b e but l1alf 

. victory , The othe r half is not ~ton yet, To the cry of the French 

~ t Verd.un j "They shall not pass"; the cheer of our or:n men in the 

.. r gonne: nne anall go t hrough " - r1e must add this: "It shall not 

.)Ccur again , " This is the potdtive declaration of our own wills : 

that the world shall be saved fl•om a repet :ltion of t his cr1me . 

To thio e nd the del'!'locrat ic party offers a trea ty of 

t•eace, lvhich ,. to make it a rer.l ";reaty :'o1· a r eal pence l.fUST include 
tt.la 

.t League of Nat ions i because l."' -t peace ioreaty , 1f our best a nd 

b ravest are not to have dicri ill vain , must be no th inly dhguieed 

•rr:~iatice devised by cynica l r;tatemr.e!'l ~o u.ask their preparations 

.,~r a re:newal of greerJ-.:x:.r.;':J ... ed conquests later on. "Peace" a.ust 

rucan pe:1oe that lVlll l aot. A pr..1ctical ,. nor kable, permanent , en

fo r clble k1nd of a peace tn'lt w 11 hold as tif!htly as the business 

~ont racte o! the tndiv1dual, r:e n-.uct inc!eed be, above a ll thmge , 
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l:uuH.easUke and pract1cal in this peace treaty rr.aking a~ !: · ' r<· , 
!.ustnese of ours, The League of ilt" !ons is a practical solution 

!! a pr'lctic'll Bltuc.ti:m. It is no c:.ore perfect than ou r origlmtl 

O:lBtit.utlon ~ Whiclt has been amen:Jed 18 times and will soon , we ho)tf; 

~ ortended the l':?th, was perfect. It 16 not anti - national, it 

'!l &nti - >.rar , f~OC~'"'f-_.t.~nation, blnding l,lS to the deci81008 of its 

· .b:.J::lllls . is sugsested , but the rr.ethod and m.achtnery by Which 

2 0p1n1on of civilization may become ef fec tive 3blllnst those \Yho 

,; k '"C. r is a.t last tt'lthin the reach of humanity. Through 1t v:e 

.,?ff~ neo.rly every other duly constituted government i w: the 
·~ l t-1 o;tiTOI7 our moral force and our potential power into the ooale 

~"'eJ.oe . Tnat such a n object should be contrary to llJt,e rlcan 

.ley lS unthinkable; but if the re be a ny Clt lZen who hns honest 

•rs tha t it IIIO.Y 'be perverted from its plain intent so as to con-

.1-:;t Wlth our eetAblishPd form ot gO\'Cnlr~ent, it vnll be siMple to 

: l .J.re t o hirn a nd to the other n.:ttions t hat the Constitut1on of the 

.:;ed Sta. t ee 1e in every way supreme . There must be no equivo

tlon , no vagueness, no double deall.ng with the people on this 

ssue. The League will not die . An idea does not d1e which r.-eete 

~ call of the hearts of ou r mothers . 

So,too, ''lth peace, rtar rr.ay be "declared"l pea ce ca nnot. 

~..ust be est a t'l llshed by mutual consent, by a meeting of the m~nds 

the pa rt 1es in 1nterest. From the practica l f.Olnt of v 1et1 a lone 

.J.ce by resolution of Congoress is unworkJ.ble . From t he po1nt 

v1ew ot th3 millions of splendid Ar .. erica ns v:ho served 1n t h at 

a rll'lind of war, and of theRe other millions a t hor..e who eat;. 

·.' our pa:t t of the conflict, t ne spl endid hope of days o! peaoe 

c.r future generat1ons, a pea.ce by resolution of Congress 1s o.n 

l9Jlt a.nd e. den1al of our nu.t1ono.l purpose . 

Tod;1y we are offered a sea t at the table of the !arr.lly 

,· na tions to the end t hat smaller peoples may be truly safe to 

·rk out their O\Tn df,St JO"f, to the end tha~ the sword shall not 

!llo;T on the nee la o! the r.:etchar:t ~ to the end that the burden 

111creasing a rmies 'and nJ.vles ~hall be lifted from the shou lders 

a \rorld already &t:lgger 1ng under the t\"e !ght of taxation . l\'e 

! Lll take t hat pl.1ce, I say so be cal'se i heve fa ith -- !"o.i th that 

1s nation h:ls no selfish destmy , f d ith that our people are 
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looking into the year a beyond. tor better t hings , and that they 

a r e not a.traid to do t heir part. 

The f~damental outlook on the aaaooiatione between 

thie Republic and the other Nations can never be ' very diffe rent 

in character from tho punoiplee which one applies to our own 

purely internal affaire , A man who opposes conc r ete refon~e 

a nd improvements in interna tional relatione 1"8 of neoeeeity 

a reactionary, or a t leas t a conservative in viewing his horne 

p r oblemS , 

'ile can well r ejoice in our gr eat land., in our great 

Oltizenehip brought hither out of many kindred& a nd tongUes, but 

to fulfil l our true desti ny we must be g lad also for the opportUn't.~ 

ity for greater service, So much calls to ua for action, and 

the need !a so pr essing that the slacker or. peace is a greater 

menace than the slacker ot war . Progr ess will come not through 

tbe talkers , but through the doers. 

It is for this reason that 1 am especial ly h&PPYI » 

in the pledges given in the p latform ot the Democratic partY • 

That document is definite , It is a solemn p l edge that, given 

the authoritY, our pa rty will a ccomplish clear aim a . 

Among t he most p r essing of these naticna.l ne eds I 

p l ace the bettering of our citizenship, t he extension of teachi ng 

to over 5,000,000 of our population above t he a ge ot ten who 

a re illiterate, the str~ngthening of our i:mts:ra.tiiDR immig r a t ion 

l aws to exclude the phyetea lly and, morally unf i t,· the i mprovement 

of working cond1tione e specially in the congested cent ers, the 

extension of oorr.municat1ons to ma ke rUral life more attract ive, 

\the furtner protect ton of child life and ot v1omen in Udustry • 

f ll ot t nese der.1and action. If \18 rai s e the standard of edu

pation, of phys ical fitness, of moral sense , the genera t 1ons 

to come Wtll have no ditf.loulty in 'cop1ng w1th the problems of 

r t er i a l economicS, I , \ 

\ So ale\ with regard to the \furt her d eve lopment of 

our natural reso~ces. we o~~er\~ oof!etructive and definite 

ObJective. We begin to appreoi8.t e that as a. Dation we have b een 

w~stcful of our opportun ities . w·e need not mere ly t hritt by 

s avi ng , but t hrift' by t he pr oper use of what we have o.t hand . 

\ 
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\l. rn efforts in the past have been s cat• ered . It is now time to 

.• ndertake a well considered, co-ordinated p l an of develppment, 

<'~ 0 that each year will see progr ess along definite linea , The 

,..aye of "pork- barre l " l egislation are over. Every dollar of our 

e xpenditures for port facili t ies, f or i nland waterways, for flood 

~'ontrol , for the reclamation of swamp and arid lands, for high

"&Y&. for public buildings , shall be expended only by trained 

r en in accordance With a continuing p l an. 

Tne golden rule of the true public servant is t o give 

to h1a work the same or even hlgher interest and efficiency 

than he would g1ve to his pnvate affairs. Tuere is no reason 

·.hy the effectiveness of the Nat1onal Government should not a t 

Jea.st a pproximate that of well conducted private business, To

b y this ie not the case. I may be pardoned if I draw on my 

~xperience of over seven yea rs in an administr ative position to 

t·tate unequivocally t hat the government machinery requires 

.:-eorganization. The system, especially since the war, b&e 

'Je come a ntiquated.. No mere budget system, much as we need that, 

;;i ll correct the faults , 

First of all the methods of the legislat1ve branoh 

o! the Nattonal Goverrunent, espec1ally in the upper House re

qu i r e draatto changes . It is sa fe to say tha t the procedure 

of the Congr ess has progressed less \Vith the t1mee than in &py 

ot her bus t nesa body in the country. Yet it is upon the Cong ress 

t ha t every executive depar tment must wait, Appeals to the 

House and Senate in tne last sess1on fell on apparently 

deaf ears . 

In the a dministrative branch also great change s must 

t ake p lace. The functions of the depart ments should be re

distrlbuted along common- sense llnes and methods provided to 

sta nda.rdi::;e and prevent duplication of effort. Fur t he r# it is 

ntgh tt.we that Government dmployment be p laced upon a proper 

level. Under t he safeguard of c1vil service the salanes must 

approximat e those paid in private employ. Today we are f aoed 

;;- it h the !net th:..t the oajority o:: the most efficient Gove rn-

mcnt employes leave the se rvice r.hen t hey a re becoming most 

VJ!.l uable. The l ess useful r ef"il3.1n . Yany cnll ions of dolla rs 
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could be saved to t he t ax-.payers !>y r ec l assification of the 

serv1oe , by the payme nt of e.dequ~ te comp~nsation and by tt.e 

.·ig i:t el!t!~;.nation of th~se r.ho fail tt. rr.eaa~re up to a high 

stani!R..rd , Al l of thin a::.ao has bee. ~e.!le..l to ~he attention of 

'the p r esent Congress without z;esult, and Congress only can 

authorize the r emedy , 

It is a particula r pleasure to kno\7 that if we a re sus 

tamed by the people in t he e lect ion , the count-ry will have aa 

iit ,s chief executive a man who has a lread:/ a mply establi shed his 

r eputation as a successful adalinistrator by the r eorganizat ion 

of the bus iness methods of a great state . He i s an engineer

s t a t esman, The t ask Defor e the Nattonal Gove r nment can a l so be 

assisted by a sympathe tic co-ope r a tion bett·te en the e:r.ecutive 

cmd the legislat ive b ranches , and in this ·work parti oR.nship 

muet not e nter. 

In the consideration of the needs of the country a n<il 

the conduct o f its affairs I like to dvell partioularl:; on that 

part of Linooln•o immortal phrase "hich speaks of "Government 

!or the People." Service on the part of rr.en and wanen in the 

Government i s not enoughi it mus t be unselfish servicej it J!,ust 

be serv ice with aufCioient b readth c.f vtew to include the needs 

a nd conditions o f every k1nd of citizen, of every sect ion of 

the l and . Such a body of wor kers wou ld make impossible a r eturn 

to the conditions of twenty years ago uhen me.1. in the ha lls of 

t he Congr ess and in the executive b r anchsB almost openly r e·

Jn:eaented o}Jec l a l tntereats o r considered t he obtaining of ap}.ll'\.1~. 

pri at ions f or their own localities as of L10re weight tnAn t he 

welfar e of the United S tate s as a whole, St:.oh a spirit of un

selfishness would pr event a l so tho;: f ermat 1on of c liques o r 

oligarchies in the Senate for the re~a.:.dine: of public busJ.ncso . 

Some people ha ve been saying of late: "We are tired of 

pr ogr ess , we want to go back to where we were before; to go abo1·"; 

our own business; to restore ' normal: conditions. " They are 

wrong , This is not the 1'1isb of f,tilerica , t'fe can never c o back. 

The "good ol d da ys" are gone past forever; we have no regrets , 

For our eyes. a re trained ahead- ··forward to better new days. 

In this faith I a.D'l strengthened by the fi rm be hef that the .. 

.... (. 
• t 
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women or t h is nation, now about to receive the National f ran

chiee , will t hrow their weight into the scale or progr ess e.r.1 

will be unbound by partisan prejudices and a too na rrow out

l ook on na tional problema , We cannot anchor our ship ot stat e 

in this world t empest, nor can we return to the pl acid 

harbour of long yea rs ago, rle must go forward or founder. 

America's opport unity i s at hand , We can lead t he wor:d 

by a g r eat example, we c an prove this nation a l1v1f8 , gr owing 

thing, with pol icies that are a dt!tquate to new condltions , In 

a thousand ways t hie ia our hour of test. The Democratic pro

g ram offers a l a rger lite for our country, a rlcher destiny 

for our people . It 1B a plan of hops , I n t his , chiefly let 

it be our a im to build up , not t o tea r down , Our opposit ion 

1s to the things which once existed , in order t hat they may 

never return. \7e oppose money in politics , we oppose the pri

vate contr ol of nat1onal finances , we oppose t he treating of 

human beings as commodities , we oppose the so.loon-bossed city , 

we oppose etarV'ation wages , rte oppose rule by groupe or 

cliques , In the same way we oppose a mere pe riod of coma in 

our national life. 

A greater Amer1ca is ou r objective. Def 1nit e and co1.• 

tinuing study shall be made of our lnduatria l, !lscil l and so

cial p r oblema. Oet'inite and conti nuing a ction ehall result 

therefrom, and netbber the study nor the action shall be l t.ft 

to emotional caprice or the opportuni sm of any groupe of men . 

Vie need a co..-operatio~ of the ablest and the wueet heads in 

t he land, irrespective of their po l itd.es, So we ehull grow -

sanely , humanly , honorab ly ,happily -- c onaoiouo at the end t hat 

'r.'S handed on to those that follow us the knowledge that we have 

not a llowed t o grow dim the light of the Au.euca n spirit 

brought hither thre e hundred yec;.re ago by the Pilgrim Fathers , 

The coming years are laden with slgnilloance , and r:.ucb 

r:Ul depend on the immediate deo1eion of Ar .. erica. Tnl s is t h e 

time when men and women muot det ermine for themAe lvee wherein 

our fut ure lies. I look to that fut ure tor progress: in the 
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est ablishment o! good will a nd a.ut ual help among na-:ione, i n 

the ending of wars and tne mise ries that ware br ing, in the 

extension ot honorabl e commerce, in t he interna tional settle

ment which will make it unnecessar y to send aga.i.n two mi lli o .. l> 

of our men across the sea. I l ook t;> our future fo r progr~eat 

in bette r citizenship , in less waste, in faire r r ee;uneration 

for our l abor, in mor e eff i cient governing , in higher 

stando.rds of living. 

To t his future I dedicate myself , will ing whatever 

may be the choice of the people to continue to hel p no beet 

I am able . It is the fo..lth which is in me t hat makes me 

ve ry cert ain that Ame rica will choose the path of progreso 

o.nd set aelde the dootr1nee of despair. 1 the Tlhispcrlng of 

cowa rdice 1 the narrow road to yesterday . Uo.y t he Guiding 

Spi rit of our land keep our feet on t he 'o:o:oad road tha t leads 

to a better touor row and give to us ot.rength to c arry on. 

li!HH 
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