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oritioizing, but offering no real remedies or oonatruotive program 

to meet the national and international problema we face today. Once 

again, we see them, making no attempt to interpret the pro~raoeive 

thought now eo widespread, but "marking time" with an energy worthy 

of a better oauae, instead of marching forward ae the great body of 

thinking man a nd woman of America today demand. 

These men do not represent Tura Republicanism. Their thought , 

their control, their interest is the voice of a small and intensely 

narrOIV wl ng of their part y. Yet, such has been their skill in mani-

pulation, their playing off of ana section against the other, that they 

still hold the reins of power. Chicugo has seen this machinery in 

motion in 1912, in 1916, in 1920. Chicago can bear witness to the 

deale - - yea, and to the treachery -- which has lef t misrepresent~tive 

general s at the head of the Republican troops . 

I need not go into the details of the convention here this 

year. I need not recite to you the remarkable document which finally 

emerged labell ed "The Republ i can Platform" . I need not refer to the 

planks eo mysteriously mislaid. But I ask you to read that document , 

and to read the Democratic Platform, and to make up your own minds . 
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I will abide ~ willingly by the result. 

I do not claim to be an expert philologian, but I know 

what straightforward English means, and frankly I do not understand 

moat of the Republican platform. You oan read two meanings into ita 

pronouncements on a lmost every important subject. On onl y one subject 

is it definite , that is , in the general , sweeping condemnation of every 

done under a Democratic administration for seven year s . Its framers 

forgot perhaps that in the general condemnation they were including , 

who 
of necessity, dozens of Republican Congreeemen , /with broad patriotism 

helped the Democratic Administration to pass great constructive legis-

lation like the Federal Beserve Act, the Farm Loan Act, the Eight- Hour 

Law, and the many other measures which the country ie proud of today. 

They forgot perhaps that they were condemning, too , the hundreds and 

thousands of patriotic Republ icans who came forward to help run the 

Government in high places and in low places during the war. They 

forgot that the great struggl e was conducted and won ae a National war 

and not as a Democratic War or a Republican war . 

On the matters relating to the next four years, these 

platform drafters were vague and evasive. Their task was difficult , 
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I admit. Contending factions had to be satisfied, and the cleverest 

chemists were summoned to mix the ingredients. The result was a new 

substance, which bas lost the good qualities of its basic parte, and 

as a new composition baa no known use. 

The attempt to satisfy factions has satisfied none -- only 

the Old Guard profess contentment , and they do this only in public and 

not among themselves. 

The Republican plank in regard to our foreign relat ions 

is i nterpreted by ~enator Johnson and b•· President Taft in diametrio~>lly 

opposite ways. The plank about labor is eo unsatisfactory, eo weak, 

that it is wholly without meaning . The other planks relating to 

domestic problems are a rehash of generalities and high- sounding words. 

Without exaggeration, tho only offer of the Republican 

Leaders is an offer of a change of management. The whole campaign as 

mapped out by them consists of an of fer to put in new men in place 

of the present administration. Their orators and their papers , will 

discuss with partisan fal sehood the history of the pa~t seven years . 

They will slur over the ~reat fact, which the voters understand, that 
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this campaign is to elect men to office for the next four years. 

For this future they offer no definite policy; they do not make clear 

what constructive mea auros they advocate, nor do they make clear what 

action they will take in regard to tho great laws put on t he statuto 

Books by t he administration of Woodrow Wilson. 

How, for instance , will $enator Harding, if elected, restore , 

as he suggests, the market for liberty bonds to par? He can do it in 

two ways; either by refunding all the billions outstanding at a higher 

rate of interest six per cent or higher, instead of 4i~ -- and the 

t axpayers will pay tho differorence in interest , a little matter of about 

half a billion extra every year on your shoulders and mine; or he can 

pay them off over the counter, anticipating their dates of maturity and 

r a ise our taxes even higher to get the necessary cash . llo , that like eo 

many others of their promisee , was merel y a vote- oatoher for the unthink­

ing. You and I kno1v that the financing of America • s part in the World 

War "as not only the cleverest and soundest , but the most just method 

ever devised . Our financial system is today sound , sounder than that 

of any other nation in the whole wor l d . The people of the country know 



10 

that , they tnew it when they came forward s o magnificently with their 

savings and their thrift during the war. They know that their Govern-

ment will repay them dollar for dollar when the time of the loan is 

u p. They know that today the Treasury of the United States is running 

ahead and not behind . 

What kind of a change would Senator Harding make in our 

Federal Reserve System? Does he not know that under it for the first' 

time in our history the control of our national finances is in the 

hands of t he nation and not in the clutch of a handful of private 

bankers? Would he go back to the plan of the Aldrich Bill , sponsored 

back in 1911 by these same Penroses and Lodges and Smoots? Yet a 

few littl e cl ever changes of l anguage would sell out the whole Fedeeal 

Reserve System to the clique of individuals whom Senator Aldrich sought 

in vain to place in ~ cont r ol . 

What do the Republican oli ga rchs mean by "a change"? \~ 

t~ey propose to keep the business of this nation waiting for another ~ 

year or two while they take up some new crack-brained scheme of 

some new undefined Association of Nations with the twenty- nine nat i ons 

whi ch are already members of the League of !lations? 
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Every school ohild in nmerica knows that a new Administ-

ration will come in on the Fourth of MArch next; that a new House 

of Representatives will be chosen; that one third of the Senate 

will be voted for. 

The Democratic Party of fers not "a" change , but "the" 

change; its platform pledges a definite program of constructive 

measures , not a hodge podge of vague compromises; a definite foreign 

policy for immediate and permanent peace, not an undefined suggestion 

of new new and unworkable schemes; a pledge that the safeguards of 

workingmen and women already accompli shed under Democrat ic leader-

ship shall remain; not the fear that "a " Republican change will 

restore to power the influential f ew. 

We offer a reorganization of the great l y expanded Govern-

\ 
ment business along sound economic and human&tarian lines, not a mere 

turning over of the taxpayers interests to hungry offioe- holders , 

We offer in short a cont i nuation of progress, of prosper-

ity a l ong sound and not inflated or artificial l ines . 

To the progressive thought of the rank and file of 
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Republicanism, I aake this appeal. Join with us in a sincere 

effort to help our beloved land in this year of years. This is 

truly a fork in the road. Purge your own army of those Generals who 

vacillate between inaction and retreat. Make possible in the future 

a restoration of the Republicanism of Lincoln and Roosevelt by striv­

ing to defeat those who were responsible f or the acts of this Chicago 

convention. Put the ultimate good of the Republican party ahead of the 

domination of this l ittle group of misrepresentative men. 

Above all, let us unite, Democrats, Republicans , Indo­

pendente; from north and South and East and v·est, to explode the shame 

of partisan narrowness, to grasp our true issues , our true problems 

with broad vision; to insist on progress and action , and to work un­

oeae1ngly as individuals for the betterment of our Nation. 
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