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Fru:l1! Sl'BECH OF HOII . FRA!IKLIII D. ROOSEVELT 
YAKIMA - AUG. 20 , 1920 

I wonder if t he people of the ila tton r ealize one of the 

greates t crimea which hue been pe rpetr a ted on t hem by the present 

Republican Congress and the total l ack of vision shovm by their 

leaders in one of the most i m1>orta nt national questions of the 

pr e sent da y. The Admi ni stra t i on had begun on a definite and work-

i ng plan f or the reclamation of a r id and swamp l ands of the llation, 

r ealizing tha t it was economic was t e to Ill low these l ands to lie 

idle , and r eali zing al s o the grea t need for new homes and for an 

increa sed national food suppl y . 

( 
During the fiscal yea r ending l a st June :30th the llational 

Government spent $5, 686 , 000, 000. Out of this enormous sum, how much 

do you suppose went to the United Sta tes r eclamation ser vice? Onl y 

Seven a nd one- half millions - or only between one a nd two tenths of 

one percent . of the whol e Government appropria tions. The Republ1-

can l ender s showed t hemsel ves to be "penny- wise and pound foolish". 

Even if we elimi na te all of the expenses l est year which are charge -

abl e to the vta r , includi ng the i nterest on t he public debt, and if 
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ww estimate what Senator Harding would call the normal expenses of 

the Government, baaed on the pre- war budget of about 62,000,000,000 

a year, we would find tha t the seven and one- half millions ~-

h.._~ ..:. I' ~ 
f~y appropriated for reclamation was lese t han a hal f of one peroent 

A 

of the total appropri ations . 

llot only was it impossible to start any new projects, to 

undertake t he development of more aoree , but it was impossible also , 

as you peopl e out here in t he State of Washington know, to go ahead 

with projeote already undertaken, and it was impossible even to keep 

in a proper state of repair the work a lready accompl ished, 

Pr evious experience ha s already shown tha t these reclem-

ation projec ts pay for themselves many times over . The money returns 

to the pockets of t he t ax-payers a hundr ed-f old , I w.nt t o see that 

item for reclamation in the llational Budget i ncrea sed from the pittEice 

which 1ve have in the past allowed to it , to a substantia l figure - to 

an amount which vtill ra&ly make itsel f f el t . 

The last .1epu1,l i can Congress upl>ro.>riated nearly ,.,G, 000 , 000, 000 , 

This elll:l Governor Cox pl"OJ.lOOcs to cut to four billi ouo I f we can do 
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that I want to eee one percent of it at least put i nto the Reclam

ation Service . That 11ould mean ~40,000 ,000 a year . l:.'Ven that would 

be little enough to >ay for the (;;:-eat national benefi te 11hich accrue 

to every State of tile Union , not merely to tiloeo in which the project 

itself is located . 

This is one of the truly imc' orte.nt steJ.>S in solving the 

high cost of living. 
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