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October 2nd , 1920 

~· RooaeTelt , in hi e speoohtlo today, olted 

Switzerl and a.a proo:f of t he absurdit y or t he contention that 

tho League o-r tlattons wou14 e11.broU us in wars o'f other 

peoples . 

Uo other nation i n the history ot t he wor l d ha8 

eo auooeeotull y ke}>t out of ware a nd out of entangling allianoea 

that would involve going t o war a s thi s oturdy little ReJ>ubl io , 

whooe no.tionnl e:xtotenoe depencto on aboolute neutroJ.i t y . 

With every no.t1on touching on her borders e ngaged 

i n tho deadly otruggl o, 6witzorland mainto.inod Uraolf at peaoo 

w1 th nll the world during tho wor l d War . SUrely a he i e a nation 

that will ta.lto no oho.nooo on en ten ng any oompaot whioh mi ght 

f orce her to reaort to ama against her will at the behest ot 

o.cy nation or nation• on earth . 

Little Switzerland baa studied the League of ll&tione 
1 t 

oaretul~y - baa not adopted filt a o.oment of enthuniasm whon 

first propooe4 - bAa o?en taken a step whiob no otber country 

" ooneiderod it neceaoa.ey to take , that of ~ oolocn r oforondum 

to the popular 'Yoto of her peopl.o , 4Dd what to the result ? D;y 

an overwbelmill8 maJor! t y , the pooplo of !iW1 tr;orlo.nd have doo1dod 

to entor the League booaueo the League meano Peo.oo , and not war . 

Surel.y if :>witzerl.and , with her very national ox1at enoe at stake , 

aftor oo.ref'u.l etucly de o1dos that the I.oague of llo. tiona 1o a 

peaoo- rnaking and not n wnr - maki ng .o.greomont whioh wi l l koep 

nationo out of war , tna~eo.d of pllilbging thom i nto war , 1 t ia 

absurd for any one t o cl aim that t he Leag ue ia a daneerou.a 

oonfederation. 



October 2nd, 1920 

Kr . Roooevelt , in his opeoohes today, cited 

Switzerland a.B proof" ot" tho absurdity of tho contention the.t 

tho League of rlat1one would Gmbroil us 1n waro of other 

peoples . 

Uo other nation in the history of tho world has 

eo Qooeasf'ully kept out of ware and out of entangling allianooo 

thtlt would involve goins to war ae this sturdy littl e Ropubl io, 

whose Mtionnl existonoo depends on absolute neutral! ty . 

With ovory no.tion touching on her borders oncnged 

in tho deadly otru.gglo . Switzerland ma1ntl.i.1nod l.*roolf ut poaoo 

ttl th nll tho world during tho wor ld Wnr. su.rol.y abo is a nation 

that will take no ohnnoee on enter! ng any compact which might 

tore• her to resort to arms a~inet hoT will at the behest o'L 

any nation or nations on earth. 

Little S\'fi troorland has studied the Laague of Uatione 

oeretully - has not adoptel~t a mooent o'L enthusiasm when 

first proposed - bile oven token a otep w'hich no otha1 country 
a 

ooneidered it necessary to take , that of ~ solemn rotoronduo 

to the popular vote ot her people , and what is the result? Dy 

an overwhelming majorl ty . the people of 3Wi tzerland hnve decided 

to enter the League booauoo the League meano Peace , and not war . 

Surely if Switzerland, with her very national axiet:enoo Bt etake, 

attor onra:t'ul etudy decides that tho League of l:a tiona is o. 

peaoo- me.king and not o. war- making agreement which will koep 

nations out of war. instead of pl Mlging them 1nto war , 1 t is 

absurd tor any one to olo.im tho.t t ho League ie a de.na:erou.s 

confederation. 
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