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'l'he outotanding :feature of the past wotk bae been the 

rousing of the inte1·est of women voter s i n the oampoign, espooially 

i n thot-.~e States where they hava not bad tho :tranchieo bo:t'or e . I be­

lieve that up to a short time ago the orS&ni:ere and. speakers in 

both parties havo cot w1 th 11 ttle responeo 'tr<n the rank und fil e 

of tha \'anen . But a sudden chango has made itself evident to me, not 

only i n the States where I hAve been this week , but also in the r eports 

coming to me :tro:n many othor places. 

Up to non moat of the wcmen hnvo been reading and observ· 

1ng w1 th open oinde . 'rhey lu:Lve not expressed their opinions Blld they 

have not o.:tt111nted doi'initely with party organi:ationa. So too they 

have gi ven little evidence of following thoir husbands or brother s 

wit h blind obedience . .lrnnkly.' moat of them are tired of old party 

shibboleths nnd o:f the a voiding o"l great i :::euee by taking r e:tu.ge 

behind "line words . 

I am tremendously heartened . not merely o.s a. candidate but 

more "'b&dly as an Ameri can i n the way the women are now surging :tor­

ward, g1 rlng avery evidence that the;; \'lill not only vote but wi ll fu.r­

nish a tremendous surprise i n the League of nations. the super- question 

before the Countr y . I venture to say that a majority of these wome n 

ha'Ye Republican affiliations , but they as well a s women of Democratic 

:ta.milies regret that the League has ever come into party politics. 

They sense the important distinction that in view of the 

split in the Republican Party. to w·ote f or Mr. llarding will be to 

voto agai nst the League . Governor Cox told me that he had :found the 

same tremendoue awing in the Wast in the past ten dqs . It i s the 

moral aida , the great Chri s tian purpose , of t he League - it ie the 

:tact that all of the great nations except the United States are today 

in the League or about to go in that appeals to women o:t all parties, 

and that has caused their weok:a o'! thinking to culminate in open 

advooao7 and active support of the clear positi on 'Wokeo by Goveroor Cox 

and mysel:t. They a r e 'Ye ry trull' putting Jmerioa :first, seeking to ra-· 



., 

a tore the Uoi ted State a to our poei tion o:t moral leaderehip u4 

uneel:tielme ee emong the natio.a.a. 
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fhe outotandlng featura of the pant waet: hae bean tbe 

roue 1J18 of the 1D\eraot of woaon TOters i n the o&llpa l ga, eepeoially 

i n thou. State a whore they bo:n no t ha d t he f'ranohlue bef ore, 1 be• 

lio·.,. tha t llP ~o a ehort time ago t he organizere and epeatara ta 

both partiea baTe met with 11 ttle reeponee from the r a nt and f ile 

of the waea. But a oudden change baa aade ttaelt eYident to .. , not 

only in t he States where r ho:.,. Men t hi e week, but aleo in t.he nJ)orte 

ooming t o me from many other plaooe. 

Up to now moat of the wo.en haTe been readi n& and obaerT• 

tng w1 th open minds . 'l"hey haTe not expreased their opinions and they 

haTe not o.ff111ated defini t e l 7 wlth part7 organic& tiona. So too they 

ha:n SiTeD 11 ttla evtdenoe of f ollowing their huabaDda or brothe r• 

with blin d obe41onoe . Frankly, mos t o·! them a r e tired o f old party 

ahibbolethe and of the &"Yoi ding ot great i ceuee by taki ng ret'a.ge 

belli nd fine words. 

I am tremondou&lJ heartened, not morol7 a e A candidate but 

more b~adl)l' ae a n American in the way the women are now aurgia& tor­

ward, gi"Y1Dg enry o"Yidenoe that they wUl not onl7 "YOtt but will ta.r­

nieh a treHndoue surprise i n the Leo.guo of Uatlona, the aupor- queatioa. 

"be,fore tho Country. I "'f'enture to nay that a ma.Jorit)l' of theae woeen 

ha"'f'e Republican attll i a tiona, but they ae well aa woaen of Dtmoorat1o 

taa111ea regret that the J.easuo bas ••or come into part y politioa. 

!l'hey sanae the important di ettnotion that in "'flew ot the 

eplit in the Republ ioan Part y, to Yote "for K.r . Bar41D8 will be to 

Tote apt net the Leagu.e. Go"Yer nor Cox told •• that he had toud \he 

au• treaoadoua ning in the 1\eet in tho past ten dqa. It te the 

• oral 814.1, t he great Christian pur,POH , of the League - i t is the 

~act that all of the sreat nation• uoept the United States are today 

in t he League or about t o go in tha t appeal s t o woaen of all part1e1, 

a.nd that baa oatt.H4 their weka of thinttq to o'Rl• laate i n opea 

adTOO&OJ and aotiTI eupport of tlw olear poeition taken b7 GoTernor Cos 

ud IQ'Itlf. 'l'lw7 a n nry tn.l7 p'D.ttiq AMrioa firet , eeektns to n-



etore \he Ual te4 S\AtoD to ou.r poa i Uon o~ •oral 1 .. 4erU1p ... 
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•tore the Unlte4 Stato• t.o our po.ttlon ot aoral 1 .. 4erUJ.g &D4 

uneelfUhlle a• entOD& the l atloJl• . 
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