
Franklin D. Roosevelt- "The Great Communicator" 
The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Political Ascension 

File No. 202 

1920 October 7 

Greeley, CO - Campaign Speech 



BX'l'HA.C!D 1'.:1Cl.L fh3.08 0"' IIOJI7, .D, SOOUV.iU.T 
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rn ._, lfloen l W1&o 107 f l nt utp :eot, pooplo - 4 • 

a t al m.oet •••J7 ••Una Whether tM:r WCN14 ha'N o..a opportuaJ t7 et 
eeeitag end bet.tr1q t he NepublS oan ftOCIIneee t n 'be OOUI'N et a. 
O~UJ~patp. My tn•arloble anawer •• U..t I 41 Bt 1not17 heped "• be• 

Ollllno I felt It..., tho right of tho pooplo of t11o lhl1 to4 Gto- to 
rooet••~ 111 ao ~ar &I poulble, at t1r1t han4 a pn MnMtlon of ae 
taeu••· fur·t be1'ti0Te, 1 He 11 ttle TOlue in wba\ oon bee\ M '--1 

"orume4" epeeabee . l1i ie tho oac 1e1t thl.ft8 1.11 Ute worl4 W pnpan 

a trp~eob Sn ooe'• own h0110 in D110h a W)' that 41Q'bo4)r oaa lat.erpnt 
it in ~ poaal blo dlraotlon., 

I t 18 Obl'SOUD novr t.htl t t he Na publlo&.ll DGm.l.Dee t or the 

r roe14eno)' la not going Weat ot tbl t.t.Seao\U'l River, a.Dil 1.11 taot 1• 

onl7 sotna ae tu l'eet • • xan.aa Clt7, lllaaovl. ClDe·half of tbe 

Countey wi l l, tn ott.r wo~•. ba'YG no opportuJJJ t)' of -.tag hla aD4 

ehl ns h1m up . J:lfto ln tbo Etlat Sonator ll&:r<l1Di!wlll 114ft - lott 

two or thne llhort t r i pe be t ore l".teotton 11a.7 • aDd ,.,.17 ... Ill t.bl 

epoechOa 4el1Tered. on thee• tripe haft beon a na will be ot the •reo­
tully prepared .arl•tl'• Aa 11 broa.A but porfeotl,y taSr eta~ • it 

ta fair to ao.r that thO lln tton wUl h:l't'o no opport:un1 '\7 111. \hi a 

O""J>41P of drawiDfi b;r poreoMl obeo...,.,tlou tho 4omll;r ~1 "" 

tween Oonrnor Cox aDd S.oator Uard1Dr6• 

JIIAlgins by tho f-u but aoll tor;r op1ao4o a t lloil tt..<o- o, 

'dhere the onl7 man -.t~o Me eYer a eke4 l.lr. Uard.t.ag • queets0111 aa 

eJected ft"OIII 1.be hall aDil ~ lnto JaU, l t le taten••1~\ IIJ)Mal&W 

on what wollld boft happo...a 1t Ur . ll&r41Di! hD4 fft'*l;r aD4 opo1117 
iDYl ted queet!Oill thrOQShoUt tbl Couutey ....... oo ... raor Cox &.D4 

111)'0011. 

I heel tate onn to llll• at ot tbe sentl..a who i• l'll.DD.i.lll 
oppooite me on tho Ropublioan Tl oket. He M.o tc.t e n no part l n t :be 

oar:spata n. 

ot oourM tbe.re t • ono 't'OQ apparent naoo.za f or t• .-ttl• 
o~ tho :..epublSoan 11&~1'1· Tbe)' T1ew ,.. th horror the po.-l:t l tV ef 

a repe\ltlon o f llr . Koaboo ' \rlp throoah t11o Woo\ 1n 1816 • .,.:I' taow 
that; e'M'I't~~tl\t'n• lfr. ~htti! thcrfr cancU«ato - t or "\hi'i l"rool4ency 



I• 

• I 'ol 

- •t~Uns --""" to otftr, ..,. ._ lllo.w -n -­
of - -tgn of &1- · 1 real -pe.lflll 11:1 llro -11111 .,alt 

"lot tlW oo' oot or t1ae IMII"• l t uoal 4 - - ot tor blaUAO­

ot \lwlr pre--· lt ~4 -· -. _, ow17 - \1>._1> 

\hie w otom o-\117 -. - - tlae I !epabUoon - -.. 1 .... _,.-~-look ., __ --....... tor 

tho - ptoto4 - a t - n.pal>Uoaa Uo.,.,, 



/ 

ln "-' lfl>ea J - 1111 ~ .n\ \rtp ;ee\, peeplo -4 M 

at al!DOU .... .,. mooUD8 wlletbor tbo:r .-1~ bo'" a a opportual\7 ef 

eoollllf - h_.ri.Dg tho J<oopubllOGn -.lJIHe in tho oeveo o~ 1loo 

OOIIIpAipo lll;r l ...... ioUo UD8Wr •• tile.\ J U OUMtl;r hOped oo, M­

oauoo 1 f'olt n - the right of tho pooplo of - 1JD1 tea S\o- to 

rooelft4., 111 eo tu a.e po .. tble, at .tint ban4 o pn•nW.Uon of •• 

••--•· r.artbeNOn, I ... 11 ttle Ttl 1M ln what oan beat be \erlwel 

"oaiiDI4" epeeobea. It 11 t.ha eo.o leot t b.lng t n t.he world to pnl)an 

a .,eeoh tn ooe'e own home l n e'OOh o wtllf that o.n;ybod:f oan 1Dterpnt 

tt tn N\J' poaolblo 41root toa. 

Jt ta ob..-toun now t.hclt the Ropublton.n n«lllneo t or the 

Proeldonoy ta not going ffeot of t M Ut oeo\U'l Hl'Yer, o.nd ln tt\ot 1• 

only 6"Qiag ae f e r J'eat ae K4nMB Clty , Uleaour1. ODe- hal t of tbe 

Countey will, tn otl»r wora e , haTe oo oppor tunl t)' ot Meiag blm a.nd 

ohiog hill up. El'ron 1n the fAet Sonator 11Ar41og wlll haw malo 'bat 

two or thne ehort tripe before Sleot lon Dsy, ruJ4 •••r7 one fll the 

_... ..... del1?ere4 oo tbeue t ripe hn.vo· boen e.oa wUl bo of the OMre­

t'tallJ ; r epoft4 'f'G.rl• Q• Ae o. broad but porloo~ .talr atat.:.t, lt 

le t a tr to aay that t ho Utlt l on trill Mvo no opportuni t)l' ln thll 

Ofl":rpa lsn o:t drawing bl' paraonnl obooi'T8tton the 4endly ·parallel b..,. 

'-ee n Oonrnor Cu uod Senotor .ll8r dJ.ng . 

Judl!f.Dif by t be r .... ,.. bat eolUe.ey op1oo4o nt llliltimcr o, 

'ltfMr e t he only m1111 'ffho M e •••r alked !!r. Uardlllg e que111ticm ... 

eJeo\od fTOtJ ~he hall a Dd thr01111 i nto JnU, 1t i o lntoroot"'to~ opeoda\o 
on lllhnt -.J.d han happened if llr, llaTdl og htl4 fm'*l;r &ad o;>oi!J.:r 

tnt tea queet Jona thr oughout the count cy ae baw Oonrnor en and 

l!)1eolr . 

1 hee1 tate evon t o ll'Mk ot the s entl«Mn who l o ruonl.qs 

oppoel te oo on tho i.opublloo.n Tt oket . lie htlo ttlt on no par t 111 t he 

oampat gn. 

~ oou.rM tMre 11 one YOJ)' apparent n:~eon f or ttw ,_lu• 
ot tho !1apubl1oaJJ Wll'lAfJ'eN• 'they Y1ew 'II t 'h hor ror tbl poldll:41l V If 

a re~tttlon of llr. B.uabe•' trip t hro \Jfih the Welt in 1916 , 'i'h~J taow 

tMt . ... ,. ..... t;'ha• u~ . u.~"'"'· •"'••• .................. --· ...... ,__ __ • _ _ _ 



... •\ll.tae ... \neU.'f'o to on.r. CLnll 'tM7 a.ow - n t1te ef"tee .. 

ot- -patsn ot Sl-· l(reel -l)&lsn 1Q' ur. Ha>41.,. .,u..L4 

"'let \lw .. , w\ o r the "--"• 1' would ap .. ta. at wr holl .. aone 

or U.lJ' P"'teDal-· 1\ .-14 -· -. _, • .,..,. - ~.._., 

t hlo we\om •-'117 -. u4 .-. U. Hapv.\U oan -·• -­
.. 1.,.. a4ml\ • - ooepl ow look of OD t.bul&n ouong t ho fOMU tor 

- --p1oko4 lloo4 o r v.. Republloaa tlowt. 



lii!IUD!B :mO.. I PUOB 07 ..... D,liOOUVU! 
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la _,..t whea I a&le .,- f'i nt trip Weet:, »•ople uke4 .. 

at alaoet enJ7 Meting wllether the7 woa.J.d haTe an op'portunt tJ of 

... 1., •• U ariq ~ Bepublloan n•tD••• in '\he ooueo o-t 11111 

o-.atp. 1fT ill?aria'ble aa. ... r •• that I 41ai1aoU7 hep.d .o, bo­

oa1lH I tol\ U ... \ho rlgh\ of \ho people of \he llnl hd Sh\oo \o 

nooiTI\, in eo tar ae poeelble, at f1rot band a preoontatlon ot 'lao 

liiiUI• l'U'tUJ'IlOH, I Ill little •lu 1D what Oa.D boat be 1:enM4 

"oaJDM4" e»eeoUe. It 11 tho oaaioet thJ.D& in tbli worl.4 to Jl!"'p&H 

& Qeloh 111. OMtl OWD. heal 1D IUh & W7 that &D;J'b04J o&D ln:terpret 

it 1D &ll7 pollible 41reot1on. 

It 11 ObTioua now that tU Ropubltoan nominee :tor the 

Pno14ona7 ie not go1Dg Weat of the IU.eeovi Ri.,.er, aDd in taot 11 

onl7 goiq •• f'ar Woot •• .Eau.ao 01 't7, Jlieoovl. OJ:Le-halt ot Ole 

OoUtr"J" will, in other word a, han no opporta.Di t7 o'l oooiDg hi-. and 

ololng ll1a up. linn ill \ho lao\ Sona\or Harding wU1 ht>" ll&&o 'bu\ 

two or three abort tripe be tore Bleotion Da7, and eTery one at the 

IPeeohea 4eliTere4 on thee• tr1pa han been an4 will be o~ the oare­

:f'all7 prepared ftrietJ'. Aat a broa4 but perleotly fair etaw.:t. 1 t 

1e ~ir to ea:t that the lfation will haTe no Opportuni t7 1n tbia 

oampaip o'f drawi.ng "b7 peraonal obaena tion the deadl7 paral.lel be­

iw.an Gowrnor Co:z and S.na tor Bar41DB. 

Ju4aing b7 the teaou but aolit&r'J' epiaode at .Bill.tiacre, 

wben the oD17 lll4D Co baa eYer aaka4 Ltr. Har41Dg a quation wu 
' ...-'i 

•Jeoted h011 the hall &D4 thrown into ~ail, 1 t 1a 1ntereat to ~eou.late 

on who\ would ..... happonod lf llr. Harding had fro111<17 and opoD17 

1DT1M4 queationa throughout the Country aa haTe OoTenaor Cox an4 

QM1f, 

I heaitate ann to epeak o'f the gentl..an who 11 ru.nn1J11 
oppoait.e M on the Republican !loUt. l1e hae Uken no part in the 

-·•lim. 
O't oour .. there ia one TeJ7 apparent reason :for tM poaltloa 

of '$he Bepblioan •nagar.. lflw7 Tiew 'Ill tb horror the poalll.ld.li V at 

a ro~UUOD of llr. Bnglloo' \rlp \hrov.gh \he Woo\ ln 1916. !ho7 lr:Dow 'llllt.' YW!J'Mml 'erftlh ..,., 'ftutl'lml, t'h,.,. mmll'llla'to l'or't:hc "Pro<i "dOl oy 



I r 
- I • 

-. DOWDfJ oooetnoU•• to otter, a'Gd. '\liQ -.,. ... " t.M en..• 
of oae oomp&l lfl' of sl-· 1\nal -.,.trn II¥ ~a. lluUac wau 

"let t.N oat n \ of "'- 'be«"• lt wou.l 4 eqOM tM at1ier .U.•-­
or t holr pn-lou. a .-14 e>:p-, '"· ftat oftl7 - ..._. 

t h l a wetorn oOUD\T)f DoW, aa4 enn U.. Repa'b11•n .....,. ... Uwa­

M l'No aa..u- tho ooaplo\0 look of ODtlnlolo• - ~ w\01'11 tor 

tho - - ploli:o4 hoa4 or tho RopubUoaa Uont, 

' r 

I 

( 

\ 
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la _, -· 1 ,..,.. ., t ln\ \rip o\, p..,plo - d • 

a\ al-t ... 17 ,..ti ns -ther the;, ~a bow on eppenual\7 of 

-111!! - llon riJI!! \be Repul>lloan _,_ In \be - of * 
-'1!11• ~ tmarta'blo -r •• u.at 1 u . u.n7 ...,.4 •· be-

- 1 tal\ 1\- \llo rl,;llt of the peOplo Of- UBI- Ota- to -Wfl· Ill oo for ao pOoalblo, at nnt band a pnoont.atlon of •• 

1-•· JVt•moro, 1 -lltUo wlM ln llllat ean 'beet._­
"OUIDI4" e-peeobM. l t le the • ao laet tht.ng Jo \he WOl'l4 t.o pre,pan 

a epeooh I n -·• o"" h- Ill 0110h o •;- that NIJI>oq ...., lllterpnt 

tt Sn M3 goeolbl o tlt rootlon, 

l t ta obYIOUQ now t.hll t tbo f,opu.blloo.n nar.tloee l or the 

r Nil donoy 11 not s oJr'fl J'eot of' tho Uhsaou.rt f l Yor , cud ln tao\ 11 

onlr IJOI DS • • tru: .. , ae l!aDooo Cit)', ltl-url. ODo•half of •• 

COllntrJ wll l, t n other wortJa, haw no opporwas t¥ of .. sag h1a aDd. 

olalDS hl m QP • !:Yon ln tho llnat Gena tor llal'llllll! wIll haw ...,.. bat 

two or thTeo ehort t rl])l before · eotlon ~. An4 e'fer:t cme ot t.M 

-ohdo 4olhored on t.be.,. trlpo haw 'boon Mil wl Ll bo o f Ula oare­

tull .r pr epo'Nd ftrleQ . Aa a brosA but por1'ooU,y ~lr ota...-t, 1t 

Ia talr to aq 1.hat the .Bot Jon will bnve no opportunJ tr In \hlo 

OO.'>IJGII!Jl of drnWIDS by peroonAl obeono.tlon the 4e:J41J parallol bo­

twonn Oowroor Cox nn<t S.ootor 11Ar4ln6• 

Ju48'lll8 b7 tbo ,...,.... ln&t e0ll ta17 opt-. " ' talU80'o, 

tfblre the Or'll7 Mn wtlo baa eYeJ' oaket :.!r. flordlna a queet1• -.. 

oJooted froOI ~be hall aD4 thro'.m lDto JoU, 1t lo lnwroot'1o opoov.lat.a 

on """' '1101114 haw bnpponect If ' • llo.J"Un& bn4 trod<l7 N>d opollllf 

lml t.a4 quoatlona throUS)Iovt the countey "" hnw Ooftrnor coo: 6D4 

ayooU. 

1 hloltate oftn to ~eat ot \he s:entleoan who la rv.ani.ls 
OpJ'I001 to atl OD thO ···f"l~l lOAO Tl oket . t1o hluJ U 0 0 DO part 1D t be 

OliiDpdga. 

Or OOUJ'M the:re t a 0 110 Y01)' Ap)*r.nt NJ10 0U t or t t. pealU• 

o r t.ba ' opublloan M~ro. tboy Ylow ,. tb borror tho po ... ~ Uv of 

a ropeUtlon of llT. &Jeboo' t TJ p t hro"f'h U.O oot In 1816. _, -
t.bftt., e..n ..,.. '\b!l!l Mr . RtlrPM • .._..._,. •• .., .. _ .. . .. _ ,.. _ _ - " " 



baa eo thin« ooaa\rutl Te M otter, aDl tM7 Mn _.n tM atbaM 

of- o-11!1' of Ill-· )troal -pelp..,. Ill' . Barile •1Ll4 

"let tlw oat oat ot tM He,.• 1\ ..:oel 4 up ... \M •U•r bell•• .. 
of tbelr preteaalau. It woal4 up ... , tea, .._, en17 .. ~ll 
\hh fta\em o~U7 aon, aa4 ana the RepabU•n __,.n \Mae 

Hl'fta alalt - 'UIIe .-plate laot. ot eatll'Ut.a• ..aDS tbl wMn tor 

\l>o --ptoko& boo& of \l>o RopubUoaa Uou•. 



/ 
U1'R.l0~ rn 81'.0Cil OP IOUl.~.HOOB.IVBLT 

OKB'ILft, OOL., OC'lOUll 7 1 ltllO 

1a Aqu\ _, 1 - IQ' f i N\ \l'lp a\, poepla -4 • 

at alaolt rN!'J' ~~el'tlJt« -.tber tlw7 WOill4 haft an eppertuat t7 e'f 

... tag and. Marla8 the Repa\11Ma --•••• ln \.1M Ol1li'M ot ._ 

•-alp. 117 lllftl'laUa .,... .. •• \bat 1 4h\lae~ ll ... d .. , ...,: 

- 1 ~1\ 1\ - i11o l'lp\ of \lie poepla of - IIIli \ad 8\a\oa to 

,...lYOl, 1a eo 'far •• peMlllle, at ftr1\ be.M. • pnMnta\toD of •• 

•--•· ~twen, 1 •• little ?&l• 1n 111bat ... Mat M MJ'Mil 

"oa8DI4" epeeobH. It ta the eao te1t. th.1D« in the worl4 W pnpan 

a IJ)OIOh iD 001'1 own h .. 1D IUh a W7 that &J'Q'boq o&ll !DM~ra\ 

1 t la aDJ p011lble 41roott•• 

It 11 obriou.o now t.ha.t the RapGblloan noatllllle for thl 

Proetcleno1 te not g oing neat of the LllaiOGJ'i Rh·er, a m 1D 'laot 1a 

onl7 801a& •• 'far We1t •• XaD•• Clt7, M1uov1. ODI-half ot •• 

C01Ulti'J' will, tn other wor«1, han no opporta..Jii t7 ot Melag h1a &114 

alaiJIIIII• 'llll• BYoa iJl \llo Kaa\ S.aa\Or llardiJIIwUl 114ft .... 'lol\ 

two or three llhort trtpl 'be tore &leoti on DeJ, a Dd eYer,- ODI tJ6 t.b• 

.,..ohe1 4el1YI1"11. on theoe trip• han been e D4 wUl be ot the oare­

fllll:r proparo4 ftrl~ \l', • • a broa4 bat porfootly fair o\a-, it 

ia talr to oa:r tlltlt \bo nat lOll will llaYo no apportw1 t:r ID thia 

OOI:Jpalp of 4raw111fl b:r poraoMl obaoJ'ftUoa tho 40D417 paraU.ol ba­-·n Gowraor Ct~~t llD4 S.aator llar4111fl• 

o7114iJ11! b:r \ha f-u ba\ ool.itar;r op1oo4o a \ lldU-a, 

Wbere tbe 011.17 man. -.o haa ITer alke4. ur . Ilarc.U . .ug s qu.eeUoa aa 

oJao\od trooo the ball &D4 \llrowD Into JD11, 1\ io lntarao\ to apaeala\a 

on wllat WO'Illd 114ft happaDad It llr. Ilardlllfl ha f. fm'*-l;r &D4 opaal;r 

tnt WI que•tJon• throQ6hOu.t t.he cowrtr)' aa haTe aonrnor cox aD4 

117Mlf, 

I heel tate enn to l!lleak ot the gentlOCil\11 who 11 m'DDizll 

oppoatte me on tho Repu_bltoon r toket. lle baa tdl: eo no pa..rt 1D t. be 

0111palgn. 

Ot oourM tben l• one 'Ye17 appaNn't naeon ror tte .-stt• 

of the Hep•bUoan .,...,.n. Tbe)" Ylew -. th horrer t• polllll:ii 11 V of 

a repet.ttlon ot ur. Bu.aM•' trip thf'Ough t.bl Tieet Jn lt16. TM7 ta .. 
\Mt .. .... ..._ t:M• .,_ u..- '"-"' '""~ - · 



• I • 

M.a notb! J'IfJ oona~ruUTo io oftel', ani ,_,. Mn .. n \M otfteta 

ot one ooapatgn o:r sl-· 1 real .-palp Q Mr. !larttac walt. 

!fl e t tho oa't n.t. o f tM bAS"• lt • oa.l4 ap .. tM •Uel' MU••• 
ot tMtr preteaateu. lt we.!& up._, tee, WIM.t en17 - ....,.._ .. 

t ht a watern ooa.ah'J' Dow, .... rNII U. Hepa.b11Mn .._.n .--.. 
oel'fte aOalt • t.M .-.plate laok at ea\1lulaa --s U. wMn tor 

the baa&•ptoko& Jlea4 o f \M RepQ'bUeaa Uotllt, 
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