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EXTRACTS FRO!.! SPEECH OE' HO!I . F . D . ROOSEVELT 
KANSAS CI T! , OCT . 9 , 1920 

"I believe tha t the issue of t he League transcends in 

its importance any domestic i ssues and would justify and r equire one 

who believes so to cut all party ties and secure thi s great boon for 

the l'torld and this country" . These words are no t mine - they were 

spoken by former President Taft . He uent on to say - "Had I been in 

the Senate I would have voted for the League and the Treaty". 

In the se utterances President Taft spoke f rom tho gr eatness 

of hie heart . I suppose i t i s too much to expect t hat a man who has 

been elected Pr esident by a party should even, for the greatness of 

this issue , come out i n favor of the Democratic nominee , though 

hundreds of thousc.nds of voters throughout the land \/ill ignore party 

ties this year , as :.Ir . Taft suggests , and vote the only way that mec.ns 

participation in the ~eaeue by the United States . 

Let me classifY those voters who 1 hope will this year vote 

for r . Harding: 

(1) 

( 2) 

(3 ) 

(t.l 

( 5) 

(6) 

( 7) 

Those \tho believe that it is ,,,ore import~ 'It to elect 
Republican offica- holders tr~n to secure the 
J?vuce of tl:v 1:0 ·ld. 

Tho co \S:ho ":oA;c th~.. "' epubl~ c n 'Picket beca.uso tl.uir 
3rand c.thcrsilid. 

Thocc \t'ho •uunt "to get even 11 .ti th ... resident 1ilaon, 
·tho ia 'lot ruJm.i.n:; fo1· the re oi denc;T this !O'-r• 

"'ho~a "ho bolievo we ought never to have entered the 
~ar to preserve civilization . 

Those tho put the inter~~ts of so~e ~ oreign nation 
before the interests of the United Jtates . 

1'hoae who expect to ma;ce l»rf"e financial gain through 
the recognition of their special intcroots by a 
reactionary .resident. 

'"'hooe .:ho <tant any old kin'l of a chlwge, •,Ji thout stopping 
to observe <~hether they are jwnping into the frying 
pan or into the fire . 
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(8) Those who believe we should at once sturt a \VD.r 
against ;:exico in order to "c1vll1ze" i t in 
the i nterests of American oi l and min1ne 
companies . 

(9) Those who rend Republican papers only and accept 
a s gospel tru<l>hpart1san ed1 to rial and news 
columns . 

( 10 ) Thoaa nho believe that t he Flag is the personal 
property of Republicans end that no Democrat 
was ever a good American . 

This lool:e like a formidable 11et of reasons f or supporting 

~r . lwr d1ng in this campai en . I must r eluctantly admit that American 

voters do exist who wi l l cast their ballot s in auoordance with one or 

more of tho above principles . I thank Heaven , h011evor , that they !!:"Pre

sent but a small m1nori ty of the countr y . 'l'he great majority will 

cast aside every one of reasons such as these . 

In my Speech of Acceptance on August 9th I tried to make 

it cl ear that in the broadest sense we have but t wo great questions . to decide 

The first relates to the ki nd of government t his country shall have 

in purely domes tic affairs i n t he coming f our years . The other relates 

to our relationship \71th the world. At home as I still view it and 

even more strongl y than I di d in August , we mus t choos e betwe,en a man 

like Senator lia r uing, whose whol e political car eer and ass ociation hns 

been in complete accord with the reacti onary element in hie own party ; 

on the other side we may choose a man who has proved by constructive 

abil i ty i n a high admini s tra tive pos1~1on that he i s a progressive . 

But as the campaign has progressed the issue of worl d Peace 

baa overshadowed e.ven our own imme diate domes tic problema . This is 

the conclusive and unanswerable argument f or the League of !lations: VIe 

fought the war in order t o end ua war . It wee an American ideal of 

long standing that the nations and c1v111zat 1on could f orm an associ

ation, not a super- gover nment , t o obtain this end . Forty- one of these 

nations ar e today members of such an association . ~vo more , Germany 
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and Austria wil l soon join , 

If not this ass oci a tion , then what? Senator Harding 

will find it an impogsibl e t ask to fool t he American peopl e to the 

belief that he could persuade t he other peoples of the world to 

destroy t hat whi ch has been created a nd whi ch has been working 

succeos fully and later accept a substitute dictated by t he United 

Sta tes. I usod t he wor d "dictated" advi sedly because Senator Harding 

himsel f has used it i n the same s ense , 

Ther e i s one alte r na t i ve to our joining the League of 

!lat ions , It means tha t the United Stute s, out side t he pale , will 

go back t o the old order which existed prior to 1914 . 

If we do tha t I hope that we shall undertake the main

t enance of a s t anding army of a mi l l ion men - t ha t we shal l doubl e 

t he size of our llavy , and that we shall at once es t ablish compul sory 

military training , With the policy of t he Chinese Ylall, there marches 

hand in hand t he need f or guns , and shi ps , and men along our cose t 

lines and our borders , 7/e can l ook fo rwa r d L , tho war that must 

i nevitably come to me t hode far more te r r ibl e than a nyt hing we have 

ye t seen. Battles in t ho air, hundred-mile guns , gases that v11ll 

wi pe out whol e communi tie s wi ll play their part, America will f i ght 

to t he last ditch, That goes without sa ying ; America will bea r t he 

cost no matter wha t t he taxes may be; America will s end her millions 

to the field of battle. I am the father of four boys . There is no 

need in my saying that if the country needs them they will be among 

t he firs t to go , but if Senator Harding is elected this autumn I 

will never forget tha t we have failed to grasp our great opportunity . 

There can be no alternative . We must say - "Yea" , or we 
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we must say - "No" . l!:ither America joins the other nations of the 

world to make an end of war , or else we stay out. armed to the 

teeth , wi th the threat of war hanging over our heads during all the 

years to come . Let it be well understood that if that war takes 

place America will stand alone. We will have had the offer of our 

opportunity and will have retusod it . There is an old saying - You 

can't eat your oake and keep it. America is either with the other 

nations or on the outsid~ playing a lone hand. 



EXTJAC!!'J .(1',101.1 ~~· .:tCI! 0,. UOII , lf, J ,.!IOV:l~Vl!IL'I' 

E:All A:.l Cli' , OC:r . II , 11120 

"l bl t l OVO tl t Lhu i o•uo Of the League tronnuon~a In 

! t a laportacoo o.ey dO>Motto 1couoa nnd w ul4 ju at!t'y and requt·ro ono 

who bel l • ••• ao to out ull por t y tloB and aeoYru tht u greet boon for 

the wo:rl4 o.n.l thle oountr;v • '~boee worde aro not mine - t hey ware 

apoten b. to~r rocldent ~!t. ~e cnt on to aay - ·~4 l been in 

tho ~•note J would bnvo voted for the Loar uo ~nd the Troa~;v· . 

!n tl:loco a t.toranoe.o .'Tonident Taft. Dl'Ol<• t'rOll t.ho ill'<IC. t noaa 

or bla hoart . 1 enp~eo l t 1u t oo auoh t o a1peot tho.t a ~n who baa 

boon el ooted roai~ ent ~ o pnrtr should oven, f or tho groatneae of 

t hl o tuaue , coQ Qut in favor or the o~ooratlc noo1noe , thour.h 

hundrel!a or tholleMea o• Totore LbrOltfrhOut tho land .-ill tsnore par t.y 

ttoo thta f u""r , u5 lotr . 'l'a'l't eu;·,;aa\ a , nnd Yote the onl;v "">' t hat moBll8 

parttol patl on t o th~ r.oatuo b:7 tho !1nitae St n.tea. 

-,., ma oloedfy t houo Yot.era who I ho.re will t hle year yote 

for ·r . :!Jlrdil'l{• • 

(1 ) 

(!) 

( 3 ) 

(!I) 

(6) 

( 7) 

Tbone who bel lo~• thst 1t 10 more important to ol oo t 
e j\Ubl ! can of1'1ce-hol4ere then to eeoure tho 

,oaco of tho wo 14 . 

-hot.• who \'oto the epublloe n "1oltoL baoo.uoe t hei r 
8l"rul4f&thol'i, d l d . 

'l'ho~e whO nnt ~to got oYon " with .•r oe1doot lloon, 
who ia not r unnina for tho ros16ono~ t hla 1oor. 

~ho0o who bol1ove we ou~ht never to ~v• euterod the 
war to proeor\'o o1vil1ca t1on. 

Tbouo •ho put the 1ntorontu of eome . or.1 tn nation 
bo foro tho intoro•tu of t he Un1to4 zstatoa. 

'!'hoea Who oxpoot to 01a1te brae f1na.no1al ! aln thrOileh 
tho r eoognl t.ton of t holr apeo1al 1atereat o b.F a 
reaot1onary roo14en t . 

"'booa .. ~.o want an:; olu lt1n<l of a ob:• . g• , w1 thou.\ tttopp1ns 
t~ oboerYe wbather ~h•) &re jumplng into t~ fryine 
vau or 1nto the tiro. 
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( 0) rhooe who boliovo we should at onoo atart a war 
a~1nat ~ex!co in order to 'o1 v111se" 1~ 1» 
t he l ntoroete o r \JII<> J'Ioan oll and atl111116 
0 0101p41110II o 

19 ) ?hoao Who reed ~epubllcar. paperu onlJ and aooap~ 

n11 goa ol ~ruth !lortlaan odi t or i al. and nowa 
oolamno. 

110 l , boee 1Jbo bel.111vc tha ~ tho l'lss l8 tho :poraoool 
r•ropor t y of i:opubltcune a nd that no :Joaoora t 
>?aa oYer u 0 ood l:»r1ou.n. 

'l'hl o loo; n l llte • :fol"!lll doble lht of reucone 1·or eupporUns 

.-.r. lf,r dhog in ~hiD C<l'!l}lAlf'n. 1 mu t rtllUOtlltl tllf adl:lt thl< t ~er1can 

votere do oxict " " " •·il l caut t'heir bLJ.lotn l n acooraanc" wl th on.o or 

more of tho a boYe prtn~lploa. 

eon t but a allllll l ml norltl ot tl'e COI•lltJ';,I . fho Rr oat c.a jorl.ty will 

cne t aa14e ove1'7 one or re~eon11 ~uch o F tboeo. 

I n my . poBoh o r ccopt~neo on ' U£Uet 9tb I tr1o4 to ~ko 

it cl ear that ln t~o bro~deot aer.oo ~· bnvo b~t t oo grsat ~Qeet1one ,to 

The f1 ret rolatoa to tho ki nd o~ «ovor~~ont th1B country ehull hove 

1n p10r<1l)' dof.\OGtlo e.f!lli re 1u t h,, oo•31118 tou::- yoa!:D. l'h~ other rol utoo 

t o our rolot1onah1p ~1th \bo ~orl~ . At hooo ae l ot1ll vlo • it ~ad 

oven r:Ot"B et OlJ8l Y thl!Jl I 414 1n <.ugua t , wo muct obooco bet,.an a man 

l 11..o ~eno.tor da.rdtng , ".hooe •hole poli t 1ou.l. ~roar and aonooJctloa hae 

boon ln oO'lJ>l eto :.ocord 1tlth the rea at!orw.ry ol oo:~oot i n b1o Oollll part.;v; 

or. tbo o t 'hor ai de ••• 11111¥ ohooeo e. = wbo h&a JlrO'I'od b;!' oonotruottvo 

obtll t y Jn u hi gh 11am1n1otrn1:1Ye poo1tlon thl<t be 1a a pros reateivo. 

Bu t • e the oo.Dipntgn baa l>ro~traallod tho 11111uo o>f ' orld •'• aoe 

baa overahn<l.owod oTon our own 1CIIII441&1.o <\;)lllootio probleiUI. ?hie io 

t bo oonoluo.tve und ona.ua\Rr abl o ar~;umaat for tho ... A!\tl• ot Jlatlon.u: ·a 

foush~ tho wer i n or 4a r t o ~-• n ~ war. l t wae on Amerloon 14oal of 

long stun41na tbet the n~\lons ~nd o1v1 11 wat1on uoold r orm an a oaooi

a \1on, not & aur,or-gov&rr-nt , t o obtaln th1 11 ond . . ort¥- oou o :r t.be110 

O$tl ona aro today Msbar• ot ouch lUI aaeoc1a t1oa, Two a oro, Cereany 
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lllld AWI~r1a will BOOn ~0111. 

lt not thin aaaoola tioo . thaD Wh&t T Senator Har ding 

wi l l find 1t &II i~~oualbla iaak to to~ tbe Amerloan poople t o tho 

boUat t hat ho ool114 per aUAda the other paoplon ot the worl d t o 

doatroy that whloh baa beau oraatud and whlob baa boan ~rklng 

euooaeatlllly and lator 01ooop1l a elll>at1tut.a 41o t41.tud b;~ the Unl tod 

fl tatoa. l Uliod tiW word "'d1otatad" ad.Yi 04111ly bounnao llonator U.r ding 

h1moolt boo ultod it i n tbe u~ oanaa . 

'•'hcl'R i n ono ol tornntivo to ouT Joining tho Luag-.tO of 

tla t1one. lt moon11 t hat tho Un1tod S ~ntu a, outoi do the palo, will 

go back to tho old or~or which ox1ated prior to 1914 . 

lf • o do t btl.t hope that ""O shall un<1artuke t ho CIUl n 

tonanoe or a atun~ing a~ of o million man - that we oboll double 

the alae of our llaYy, at~d that "" ahnll at onoo ooteb11sh compuloor;y 

•111 tory t rai ning. H th tha pollo;y of tho Chinese a ll, t horu aurcheo 

h.Bnd in hand. tho neod t or guns, and shi ps , o.nd IIWO along aur cone~ 

l inoe a nd our bordero. ..o onn lool!. f onllrd i tho war that muet 

1nevltnbly oooo to "'thodo rar moro terr lbl a ~h&n anything wo hnve 

yo t see n. Battla o in tho air, hundred mi l o guna , gneao that wi l l 

wl po out w11olo o~unities wi l l pla~ thotr part. America will f i ght 

to the loot d i toh. <hat goes without ~ins; /~orion will bear the 

ooot no matter what the tuxea may bo; AmoTion wlll ound hur m1111ono 

to the !told o.r but tle. I am thu f othor c! four bo;ya. Thero 11!1 no 

noo4 in my aaylng that i t tho country noo4a thom theJ will be wnong 

t he f irat to £ 0 , but tf Cenator Barding 1a electud this autumn 1 

will noYor f orget t ha t wo haTe foilod to gruap our great opportUIIity. 

Ther a can be no alternatiYe. we muat ua;y - ~••" , or we 
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we IIIUIIt 114¥ - "llo" . I!:Hhe'" /.mortoa 3oine tho otbor na1.1one of the 

world to onko llJ1 end or war , o-r oleo 'flO eto;v out, arasod to ~be 
teeth, with tho throat of war bAnging over our hoade during all tho 

7eare t o cooe . '•\ it bo well undorotood thUt l f thot war tokvO 

pl a oo A.tnor1o>~. wtll ut.u.od c.lono. 1 ·o will b.e.ve hnd t.lw of fer of ou:r 

oppo-rtu!'ll ~1 ntul will At.vo rofuBad l:t.. Tborc i o ti.Il olu n~YlnS - You 

oo.n't cta t youl' o~>ko 11-nd :.wup it . A!llor 1co 10 eithnr with tho other 

na t1ono or on the outllida, l'l u;;1118 n lone ho.nd. 
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