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EXTRACTS FRO!l SPEECH 01' HOil F . D. ROOS .. VELT, 

SULLIVAN , I ND ., OOT. 1 4 , 1920 

Yesterday before one of t he speeches I was introduced 

to a man and a woman . They said - "We appreciate that the 

League of !lations ie t he pnrumou.n t issue i n th i s campaign and 

tha t i t Is clear t hat a vo t e for Governor Cox ie a vote in favor 

of going in. We a r e bolie vore in tho Leaf:Ue and we want to go in , 

but ·1e a r e Republicans and thoro foro cannot vote for Governor Cox" . 

I asked them whe t her t hey considoroipnrty r e gul arity above the 

good of t he Country. They said qui t o fr•mkl y - "We have never 

thought of it in that light before" . At tho end of the meeting 

t hey lloth came up and said - "llow we u.nderetand we arol. not only 

f:Oi ng to vote for Governor Cox, but we intend to YTOrk a c tively 

f or him and tho League of na t l one between now anu Election day·: 

Thi s true s tory is t ho beet illustra tion I know of what 

i e happening all t hrongh this middl e western country . A:ny number 

of voter s have thought of voting meroly ae a part y matter . They 

have belonged to a party just ae they would belong to a club or a 

sooi e ty. The y are beginning to di scover that it is perfectl y 

p ossible to maint a i n a genera l aff iliation with any the Republican 

?arty , but to vote for a Democratic nomi nee for the Presi dency 

i n a nati onal emergenoy of this kind, :tmc<a lfhore the ir ovrn con

victions tel l them that tho future of the country is at stake 



lloro to a etraw i n tho WiDd· J. auooesatu.l bualDee-. 

f'rOcl tloutMro ln41auo o011e to oe 4 :te\f daye ago on the train and 

aa14 thto: "1 om a Uobt"'w, and ~YO always bean 4 Ropubltoo.n. 1 

didn' t evon voto f or ur . 1loon 1n 191 2 nor i n 1916, but during the 

l a at year 1 bo.Te boen i n tavor of tho Lo46UO o~ Lint1ono . I h4ve 

watoho4 thJ a oaapo.ian 4o•olop. l h:1Yo coon oloo.r-out pUT[.OUeB on tho 

one oido , a.nd vao1llo.t1on and pnrt y politioe on tho other. 1 ~o in 

doubt o.t ttret , but. now l ho.vo me.do up my mlnd. to voto i'or Governor Cox 

bocnuuo a veto :tor him l e a vet o tor t he t oaguo ot Us.ttono . I cono14or 

thllt iuauo ro.r greate r than an;; part y quoot1on ooul d ovor be. I 

r oc.ogn1r.o in t ha Loo.euo a prootioal carry i ng out of t ho dootrino of 

tho Ten Coomo.ndante ..-rh1oh woro roco1 vod b~ JJocao , und CJoru than thnt , 

I oonot dor 1 t n praotl oal tul:fllcont of tho groBt :pu.rvoooo of the teach

ins or Chrlat. 1 am wi th you tb1o yosT beoauao a t nUuro of tho 

LoQS!UO ot lla t1ono would bo a roo.1 orl mo a nd would put book tho ca uo• 

of truo rel1g1m and moTB1 oto.ndardo o. thoucand yoar u. To daf oa.t the 

Loatu• o.t t.hic tiae ooano o. l o;rering of nationnl nod individual 

otandar do tn oTory na t.ton tor conorc.Uone to cooo . " 



*•• 11 • etraw 1n the wi.B4. A nooeaetal bul.He-.a 

hom Southern 1n41&Da OOlM to oe " taw a..;,.e aao on the traia &n4 

eotd thie: "1 am a U.brew, and baTe always been a Ropablioan. 1 

didn 't eTOn Tote f or Ur. 11"iloot' in 1912 nor in 1916, bv.t during the 

laet yea.r I hnn boon in to.vor o! tho Lua.guo of lia.tlono. 1 haYe 

wtohod this .:o.rn-paign dovolop. l hevo ooon oloar- out pUl"JlOBea on tho 

one aida , and YaoUlat1on and pa.rty pol1 tioo on the other. 1 alo ic 

doubt o. t tirat, but now l hnvo oade up my mind to vote tor OoYernor Cox 

beoauee a voto f or him i s a vot o tor the teague ot Uatlono. 1 aonnider 

tht.t ioeuo tar fJl'O&ter than any pttrty question could ever be . 

rooogni ~o in the Longuo n pr aotio&l carrying out of the dootrine of 

tha Ten Cor.tTnand4nta whioh woru racei vod by :Jooea, und moro than that, 

I oonoider it a praot1oal :tulfil mont ot tha groat purpo1oa ot the teach

ing of Ohriet . I am with you thle yoar beo3uso a t'aUuro of tho 

Leoauo ot nations \1'0Ul d bo a roa.l orlmc a nd t<rould put bo.ok tbl oauae 

of truo religilrl o.nd morol atanda1·do a thoucond yoar o . To de teat the 

Langue a.t t hiG time moo.ne a l owering ot natlonal a nd 1n41T14ual 

etandnrdo in ovory nat ion t or gonoro.t1ona t o oocw . " 
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