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It wenator Harding ia correctly quoted in diapatchea 

trom St. Louie , he l5ya himself open to the aevereet criti ciea. 

lie ia quoted aa saying that "~ance baa eent her apokeiiiiiAn to 

me, informally asking America in ita new realization of the 

situation to lead the way for an association of Jlationa". J.e be 

always does , Senator Harding olothee this statement in language 

that leaves loopholes for escape. I~a eaaa•all1 in~e•pre~ 

5~' newepapaMfe!o !lite w "":lr'4v., '"{be h:_r;,etfe\'v[d official ap-

proval from the French Government of hie nebulous scheme of a 

new association of nations which he proposes to offer as a sub

stitute after he has "scrapped" the present League , to which 

forty- one of the worl d ' s great powers already belong. It would be 

expecting too much of Senator Har ding, of course , to expect him 

to make his statement unequivocally and in plain ~nglish, for he 

does not seem to have the formula for doing that. 

On the face of it, there seems to be but two inter

pretations that oan be placed upon this statement which is accredit

ed to Senator Harding. The first of these i s that some accredited 

representative of the Fr ench Government has made representations to 

Senator Harding. If this be true , and I for one have no hesitancy 

in saying that I do not bel~eve it is , Senator Harding has been 

guilt• as a private citizen of an autocratic usurpation of the 

power s that belong only to accredited ~ficinls of the United s tates 

Governmenitthermot.• • his 1~'rEepresentative of the 

French Gover ent
1

r laces imself in a pf ition which uld auto-

matically ke him pare ~non grata with tho Un States 

Governmen • It io a h d and fast rule of diplom this 
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The eeoond interpretation that o~n be put upon thio 

etator.;ent is that some person, a privata individual without 

oredentialo and without any Tight to speak tor b'ranoo or the •'renoh 

Govern,.ent , has been co,"municating with ... eno.tor Harding • 

.• l ore it not l'oeaible that bome easily disturbed soul 

might accuse me of indulging in pereonal1 tlec , 1 ,1ould go 4illl!t ~ < 1-

tr rtber and sueeest the possibility tho.t the amiable Sone.tor had 

been victimi2ed by some adventurer . 

Of course , there is still anothe1· possible explanation, 

but it is inconceivable that uenator carding, even in the ruays of 

threatened defeat , ·tould stoop to an cctual deliberate deception . 

It is not eo inconceivable , however , in view of the campaign that 

has been waged to dato by the Republican leaders
1
that certain cf 

them have not done this very thing and arranged , may I call it 

"frame-up" on their own standard bearer . 

Whatever the explanation , there is one outstanding 

faot that I am sure ell fair- minded people , ~omoorets and Republi

oane alike , will agree upon - that ie that Senator Harding owes it 

to the American people , ot any political faith , to elaborate on t~e 

St . Louie statement\ .llut'i:J o...J uAaJt):. (V., r.ttd!J?JlU,.J 
\'lho ie thMl~k\em~anoe t+'*' lo iXJOl, Senator Bardi~? 
This is a question, the anewer to which the t.merioan 
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public will demnnd . .. 'here CG.n be no eV>~ding it - nv cloaking a 

reply in phr~ses oap~ble ot arc. interpretation. Our ~eople are 

in no temper for any deception or furthe r sidestepping in this 

campaign . o "wiggle-wob'IJle" policy will not serve. 

ln the same apeeob ~enator llarding i" alJO ~uoted us 

eayinv that ~n~land bas said through remier ~oyd George a nd 

Viscount Grey th&t Amerio~ should reviee and amond eo as to make 

the Leag'e of llatione possible? 

Of oourse , this is a preposterous statement , as all of 

us wlio have been keeping track of current events knovt . I t is one 

of those apparently carelessly thrown in bits of deception evident

l y used in an attemp t to bol ster up the other more direct statement 

regarding France's attitude . 

111 th the Republican leaders confronted by the gi gantic 

ewing of sentiment toward Governor Cox and tho League of !Ia tiona 
~D 

an in dire straits, unable to anything to check this ewing but 

reali 2ing that it means defeat , desperate measures seem their 

only hope. Full well has the Democratic campaign of information 

about the League of Nations done ito work, The public is Jlo longer 

~irbeing fooled by the bugaboos with which the political opponents 

of the League have tried to frighten them . The Country is realizing 

that instead of being a menaoe and a breeder of ware, as the Re

publicans would have them believe , t~at it is the only hope of the 

world for a speedy restoration of peaoe to the world and a guarantee 

against wars in the fnture , 

It will take something more than a vague statement b~ 

Senator Harding that other oountriee favor hie plan to stem the tide 
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o~ 4eeert1on ~om the ~el'ublican ranks by votere diaguate4 w1 th 

the !lip-flops o~ their Leader and the unuavory taotioa o~ the 

F.epublioan oampaign . There are probably not a hundred people in 

the United States who believe wb• t apparently Senator Harding 

would have them believe - that he baa reoeived assuranoes o~ 

support :trom the ll'rench Govern .ent ~or his imaginaey aseooia tion 

o~ nations . 
He has done too much saying one thing one day and 

retraotinq it the ne%t to have people take any statement from him 

seriously. 
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lf lleM\er 

t'roa t. I.nta, lw l.a7a lllaMlf .,.. to ~ MTonot. arlUata. 

111 nL" •• U)'iftli ti ~ "'nnoa hae .. nt her 11])01111-D to 

... 1nro~ll7 aattua rloa ln lt.o DeW roallaatloa of \be 

altuttoa ta lo .. \M ""' for aa oaao1aUou or uauoue•. d he . 

al~• tooe , .. ouator H.ardla~ olot)toe llh etat•••t Ja l&nf;ll8t!a 

that. laaYoo looplloloo for oooapo. 

Lollo now&p&JIO:r hoao1l1n .. -a 1 t &Jlpe&:r that bo l'lao raoo11'e4 

of'flctal appro-..1 1'r0111 tho rraacll co-..,._nt of hh nobllloue eohHo 

of a aow •••oo1attoa of uatlono ~~loh h8 prop•••• to otra:r •• a .. b

ot! t.te af\er he baa wMraJ~pe4 • the ,.r .. oat r.o.,_, to wll.loh fortJ•OH 

of tho world ' a voat 1 ottero alroaiJ kloq. It ould be expo ott· teo 

aoll ot llenator ll&rdlD&, of oo~trH, to oxpoo' hta to uu ll.la ataw-t 

Doqu.hooall7 ut ln plain ·.11/<llllh, f or be &ooo uot •••• to han tho 

tormala tor 4ot~ that. 

On tho taoo or 1t, tllore aooao ta llo bat two 1Dwrprotat1oua 

\luU oan bo ,>.ace4 otpon th1a ataMa~oat wh1oh te aooro&t\e4 to &.aaator 

llar&tn,. 1'1o ttrot of tha .. 111 tut &OM aocro4Uot roproaontaUTo 

at tho ronoh Goyorruaont haa u4o ropraoontaUono to onaaor D.ardlJIS. 

lt thl w tu truo , an4 1 for one baYe no hoal~uoy 111 ••11111 that I 

•• uot bolla..- tt ta, rouator uar&ln«, ~·boon ~allt7 •• a 

prhato e1t11on of an aottooratlo uovpation ot •M po .. ro 

\ha' "lolll! oDl:~ to aooro41 k4 oftloiall ot tha 111ll wa atatol Onon-

.. Dt. JUr*tr .. •rw~.~~~~~~~~ .. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

11<111' t•o•• ll.1Jlo3. pHttion •111~~ :¥' t 
lila po 11n~ IIO~p-& WUII t 1tot Ilia • Gno 

1a a rt and tu\ • of 41pl 1 lll 11 • 
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The aaoon4 1nwrpntauon tllat oau be put upon thia 

atatemant. 11 that ao .. _peraon, a pr1Tato 1Dd1TU:ul. wi \hoat 

ondentiala and without. 11111 rtp~ to apoalt tor .l'rllDoo or tlw i'ronoh 

CoTarrnMnt, baa been oo"""UD1oauna wl\11 !laDAtor llardlJII. 

lora it not poaaibla that aoma aoal!J 41aturba4 aoul 

mtcht aooua • ot indul.llin& 1n perooll&ll u .. , l >tolll4 co t.bll 

farther and nase•t tlla poso1b1l.1 \)' that tbo aalabl.a t.euator had 

b1111n T1oUa11114 by aoaa a4Tantunr, 

01' ooaraa , tbllre 1e etill anothor poaolbl.a explanation, 

but it 1a lnoonoelTabla thAt :IIID&tor Bardin&, aTan in \ha b711 o1' 

thraetana4 4a1'eat, would etoop to an aotnal. del.lbaraw 4aoept1on. 

lt Sa not ao lnconoe1T&bl.a, howeTer, tn Tlllw ot t.ba oaapalsn that 

baa been wasod to 4ata 'b7 the Ra publloan leadara that oartaln o1' 

tbaa h&Ta not dona thh TerJ thins an4 arranae4, u7 1 oall 1t 

"1'raaa- ag" on t.halr own atan4arc bearer. 

h&teTer tha O%planat1on, tbara l a one outetan41Bg 

teot that • a11re all 1'air-a1n4e4 people, Deaoorate an4 Rapllbll

OADI al.llta, Will IICl'IIO upon - that ia tbet Senator llardiq -· it 

to tha .AIIIr1oan people, o1' •111 poll tloal ~i \11, to elaboraw on the , 

et. l'.olaie ataiemant. , ,~ O.tv a.-J. ~v-U- 1/.J ( V:)V.~~ ~ :;1 
:Jio 11 t~k~ bnoa zc;;=; enator Rartina.V 

'1!11.1a 1a a qMaUon, tlla anaw.r to whiah the .AIIIIrioaa 
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pnblio will d ... aa. !be~ oan be no o?at1DC 1\ - no oleakloe a 

roply in phr .. oo oapn.'blo of aey int.rproM"on. Ol&r people aro 

in ao te.per for any doooptioa or turabor a14oa~pp1Qs 1D thia 

oaapntsn. "'be "•1111':1.-wobblo • policy will not Nrn. 

l n tho - opoooh nator llarUn& iD a.lBo quoted ao 

aa.ytar thU nglen4 hu oa14 throl!Ch • H111ior r.)oyd Goorgo and 

Vieoount Gray that ~ortoa ahould raY1ao and amend oo ae to mat. 

tile Lea~ of lii'UoDa poealble? 

Of oourae, th11 11 a prepoetorou atat-nt, aa all of 

uo who han bean kooplna traok of currant aTanto tnow. I t 1a one 

of thoee apparontl7 oaroloaal7 thrown i n 'bite o f 4• oapt1on aTident-

17 uud in an aUo11pt to bol otor up tho otblor aoro 41reot etat.Hnt 

rogardlns Yranoe'a a ttitude. 

lth the Ra1,ublloan leaden oontronted b7 the glaantio 

awl ng of NDtil!lent toaer4 Goftrnor Co:a and tho Loasue of llat1ona 
d• 

an in dire e tra1ta, unable toAanythtns to oheok tb1a ••La« but 

r ealhing that 1t moana defeat, doaperato 1118&auroe ooom their 

only hope. BUll wall haa tho '-Mootatlo campaign of information 

about tho r,oaguo of llaUone dono ite work. Tho publ1o 11 ao loacer 

11 baln& fooled bJ tho bUf&bOOI alth wh1oh tho pol1t1oa1 oppoaon\8 

of the Leaauo han tried to trtahton them. !he CoUDtry 1o nalh1DC 

that 1natead ot bela& a ••nao• an4 a breodor of l'l&l'a, 111 tho .{a

pllblioua wollld haft thn boUen, tllat 1t ia tho only hope of the 

world for a apoo4y r .. toratl oa of peaoo to tbo world aaa a cuana\ee 

asa1aat .. re i n tho ta.tllro . 

It w1ll tau •-thSq •oro than a ftl1ll otato••t b7 

Senator BarUq tlla' other ooUB,rlea 1l&Yor hia plall to •'-• tho u .. 
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o:t .... ruo11 1'1-011 the . ep~ablican r&nU ll:r '"'-" A.illf'U\e& nth 

tbe flip-flope o:t their Leader and tbe ~ .. ?OrJ taot10I o:t \bt 

liepttbUoaD ODIIP&illl· There an proballl:r not a uAncl people ill 

the ~ a1te4 atatll who llelleft wlt t appe.-.aU:r aenator llardlJII 

wollld bn?e them belie?~ - that he hal reoei?ed ••~ranoee o:t 

np;ort hom thl li'J'onah Co?ll'll ent :tor hie 1111Af!1nar:r aaaoo1at1oa 

o:t Mt101ll. 

He bo.a done too l!IUOh ea;rins one tb1118 one da¥ ana 

retraot1n 1t the nest to haTe people take an;v atateunt hom hia 

11rioual;r. 
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• lt UMr llaftl 11 eO'rl ~U:r tU'-4 h U ... "tolwo 
I 

tr• " • Lnla, ha a:ro llllaMlf OJMID to ~. Mnnot. erl Ud•• 

lie h tDOW aa MJl~ \ho.11 '' l'rallOO ba oeat Mtl' apOii:ehi&Jl t.o 

.. , taro~llJ aoktas aorloa t n ito now realtaatloa ot t!Mt 

olt'I&UM u lou ~ 7 for aa J uoolniou of naUo11a•. AAI IMt 

alwa:ro tooo, unator llar4lD alotl!.oo hio ototo.-nt 111 ~· 

tba\ lO&l'OO loopboloo for OOOOJMI• 

&0110 nowo.,a1•r ua4Unoo .. to 1 ~ app41ar \bat ho ua J'Holnt 

officlal apprnal h:Oirl tho l'l'onob t:onrnmont ot hlD nob'lllou oo~ ... 

of a aew aaaooiotton ot notlouo ~lch ho prcpoooo to otror •• o .. b. 

otltato otter ha haa •ooroppod• tho proaout to.,_., to w~ioh fort7- o110 

ot tho oorl4 ' o are t .o ... n alrood7 bolOq. n 17oulJ. bo ospoot.1D4 too 

Poh of eouat.or llar4lnt, of ooureo, to oxpoot hla to t~ako Uo •'-w-t. 

wn.qutTOOoall:r u4 ln plllln ' 14llth, for bo oooa aot .... to II&To tho 

fOTnlO for 481 t.lla t • 

011 tho faoo or it, thoro .... o to bo bllt wo I.Dtorpro'-\10110 

\bat. aan bo plaeo4 upcm th1o au'-aut whloh 11 aooro4Uo4 to tout.or 

l!ardlnt. 'l"ho firot. or t.hoeo 111 tbat oo• aooro4ltod roproaenuUn 

of tho J'ronoh Onor11111ent hoe a llele ropr•eontaUone to ... o,.tor U&r41.!ls• 

J.t ti!.SII 1e tno, an4 I for ono haft 110 h .. U&IIO)' in oa:rlAA that 

40 oot bo1bTo H to, t:onstor f.larU~~g, Me beeo goilt7 •• a 

Jr1.at.o oltlaon a t an avtooratlo aoQ~"patlon of \ho power• 

tbat bolon11 clll;v tq aooro41tot oft1olall of tho UnUot Gt.a\11 Gel'or..

... , . l'llrtboraol'il, ~M• &llo ea. ropreoontattn of tbe J'ronoh Ooftrll• 

... , plaooa lllaeolf to a poet tton wllleb 1101114 avt-tio.U., ..a 

111ft po,.. ... .._ no~ ll"llota wltb tiiG uauot atata• o .... o-at. It 

to a ller4 aod tut J'lllo ot Upl.ano:r 1.Jl thlo 
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oountey th&t no 41p1DD&tlo ropntMntAUTo ot aoother ooliJl~ 

8hall. tntoreot li1•aolt in tho internal }>011\.lo»l •tr..tra ot tlwl 

Unt tA4 :Jtataa, and then 18 •~ leoet one nQtuble 1Detanoe 1 reoall 

o'f '"" .l.:'lbao•~:.ll.or of a !'l-111ndl; poltflr boiDt.' cUI.illiWJ:1l) lYitba:tan troa 

his poat 1u uh1Dc?~n for takins put in c. poll t1oal olirlp&isn. 

~o eouon~ 1ntorprotot1on that onn ~. put upon thiu 

•tntomnnt 18 thot so~o poroon, n prlvoto 1n~iv1dual withcut 

oro~~ential.o &II~ w1thollt. J.IIJI rit:ht to epoOk !or ~noo or the •'ronoh 

Covo~nt, hall 'been OO"curdoatin& wlth t.euntor llll.r41J16. 

• llot•o it not pou1ble thnt ~o1110 uoo1~ •Uaturbed ooul 

mitht oOCUJII) l!!e or ln41ll81D8 ln porao:nal1 Uo&, L wou.ld 0o th1o 

tr.rthor or-~ euggeet the poso1~111ty that tao 6Uia1le ~oaator hLd 

boou vhttm11e4 b~ AO!!ll 1-.hen\uror, 

ut oour10 , thoro lo ''111 &notbor poeoible o~p~tlon, 

~t it 11 1D001\CaiT&ble that wOn&$01' ~ardiU6, O~a in the dn10 0~ 

tbreate~4 4etaat, would etoop to an aotual de~1~•r~te deoop,1on, 

lt 1a not •~ inconoelvoble , hO'oNTer, in view ot tho OIWLo'~ic:n 1.bat 

bae been w&god to aate by tbe Repabllcan leadora that cert~ln of 

them bave ~ot don• thle Tery thins anu arr&JI6od, ~1y 1 c~ll it 

•tralll>• !l.Pp 011 tholr O<fll ete.11<1ard bG~rol:'. 

~tevel' tu 4X}Ilmtl1:1oa, t'hore 111 one outet ntlinc 

faot that IIi~ sura all ta11-11indad peopllt , iJ.ootooroto and llopubl1• 

oua alike, Ifill ntJMO Q,pon - that 1a tM.t 8onotor tlo.rliM 0.:011 U 

to \hii Allwtr1o!1n J>fiOJ1lo, ot A'\3 -.oU.Honl ~ lth, ~u otl!l.borato on the 

flt. Lo1l1a etatarnent •• ,,!;. ·tA I~ a~r-(1( I,Y .JI '" t VI ~11//t·'.! I 
bo .La \lllt"~QUJfh~CN AkDL to lOll, .;.011&~01' iiiU'tliJicT 

Blle 1a a qUeUa, tile &QWI' \o wllleh tM AMri-
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pn1>11 o 91111 dell!and, "'bero ov.n 'ttl no OV' .Atne it - no eloali:iac a 

ropl~ in :rllrc.e&e Cll.pl.lblo ot 1111;.' intnpret•t~on. 01U' xeoplo are 

1n no ~e~ t or nny 4eoopt1or or ~her otdoatoppf~ 1n thia 

O<'.'!!pei!"''l• ~ ""f'ir·"lA-wobl.l o • poli"Y Will not aerve. 

ln Ute Callie -ve~ob a.ne.tor U&r41nl! t.e o.loo quo'tod aa 

wy1nt t.l~~~ ';r.-·lan~ hall oa1G thl'oU$)1 P1"0111or LJ-014 IJoorgo aud 

Vtaoot1l'Jt. oro, t.ba t ~Mo~ioa oholll.d ro'rl.ao e.nd emond eo &tJ to u u 

th& tell!"' ot llatton• poeotblo? 

,.,t oouree, tb1o 111 a p:I'"J10<eto:routs ata~nt, aa all o:r 

ua "l\o )save been lroop1nB track or o\ll'rent e,..nte know. lt ill ono 

ot thoBe apparon~l7 oarelooely thrown ln blt11 ot ddo-.pttou ev14ent-

17 neod tn v.n atteml)t to bo.Letor UJ! tbe other noro aire~ot o"'t~lHJlt 

l'fll!'l~1ng :!'ranoo•e attttu4o. 

~lth tho Ro"ublloan lo•dor e oontrontod by thO gi cant1o 

o~in3 ot .. ntl•ent toward Oo,..rnor Ooz on4 tbo ~aaoo ot nations 

un tn Gtro e\w.1te, unable to anything to oboot thll owing but 

r cel.h1ng that 1t III~MB 4of .. t, 4eeperste IIOUurea 10n111 theh' 

only hopo . J'Ull ftlt hll& Ute ':lellloomtto oampa.ifPI of tn:tomatioa 

nbout tho ~~~· o:t mntlona Gone ita w~rk. Ths publto 1e ao lonse~ 

1e bstn~ t ooled by the bu!abooo with which tbl po11t1oal opponenta 

or the Y.ellglle haft tried t o :t'righton them. fbi Conntey 11 nalh1118 

that 1Detoa4 or botnr a 11en.aoe an4 a breeder o:t .ra, Aa the ~e· 

p11bl1on11e would ban tlln belien, that It 11 the 01117 hope of tho 

world tor a IJ)oe47 ~ .. to:rat1 on o:t peace to the '1101'14 and a gu&rantee 

afalllet w:ra in tlle nture, 

It w111 taU •-tb1q IliON tbaD a 'f1IPO otatneat 117 

BenaWr .Balrdi.JijJ Uat otMI' onnt:rSoa ~&.,or li.Sa pl.IIA ~ atoa the tl .. 
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or 4e~~e1't1on f'l'lll:'l the .'npublionn rnn~..G b~ 'VOt.lra 4illgUJI..ed with 

tbe "lip-1'1 ope ot tlto1r LOA41'1' s..ni!. the -.utlll>WI:f tno tioc or the 

l opuhlloan on~tgn. There G3e rro~bl~ uot n tundro~ ~Gople in 

the \In tea lltetca ,b(l bclh•Yo h• t app<.s ontly ... eno.tor i.:llrdin& 

woulA h•'Vt thee bolie~n - that he hae roaciv~d ~ccnrAncae o~ 

.upport tr~ th~ ~wnoh Oovern ant f or hie 1mnr,1na~; naooc1nt1on 

of natlone. 

ae h~a done too ~uoh ~nytos ano tblns ons 4a¥ and 

~otraotfo~ it th9 next to have poopl o t~ka any o tot~ent !rom ht • · 

IOl'iOllll~. 
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