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EXTRACTS FRO:.! S?l.!EC!i o:• llO!I , i .D, ::lOCt;EVELT 
LL!.:IRA, li .Y., OCT. 22, 1920 

The other day I referred t o the mind of >.:r • • ;oot as 

that of a legalist . Since reading hie reply to ~r . Cox I would say 

rather that he has the mind of a sophi st. The easiest definition 

of a sophist is a man who cares more for argument about words than 

he does about the basic purpose or intent behind the words . Sophistry 

i s a pleasant form o:f mental exercise , to which t~ . Root hoe long been 

accoetomed - an exercise which has been altogether too prevalent among 

the legal profession in all countries during many generations . 

One oan only hope that Mr . Root pleases himself by his 

sophistry. I am quite certain that he pleases no one else exoept other 

sophists . 

O~oU%se Mr . Root mi sses the big point altogether. I firmly 

believe that American voters everywher e are heartily sick of the con­

tinued discussion by men like l.!r . !'loot of the de t ails of words and 

phrases i n oonnection with the Covenant of the League of !lations , As 

ke approach Election Day itself, the average voter is saying to himself: 

The l awyers and Sena tore can continue talking about .phraeeology to 

t heir hearts content i n days to come - what we want to decide is 

whether vre shall , a s a nation, join the other f or ty-one nations in the 

a ssoci ation called the League or stay out. The confus i on in t he 

people ' s minds is giving way to a clear conception of the positions 

t aken by Mr. Cox and Mr . Harding , 

Firat - They know that ~r . Har ding has said that he wants 

the League rejected. Secondly, - They know t hat Mr . Cox wants ua to 

join the League with every American right preserved. Third,- In re­

gard to Article 1 0, the average voter knows that there is great differ-
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among 
enoe of opinion ~ the experts as to the exact amount of 

obligation by which the United States Congress would be bound in 

oese we enterod the League without eny reservations or amendments , 

Lest~ The average man end women will accept Mr · Cox ' s declaration 

that he wants it made oleer before we go in that our Constitutional 

and Congressional rights shell remain just what they are today. 

In view of the eimpl¥, plain English statement of 

broad purpose euoh ee the above, eny argument like that of Ur, Root 

which tries to assume postions which he deoleres to be analogous, such 

as that of a money obligation under a Treaty, fells to the ground, 

He passes over with a shrug of the shoulders the suggestion of 

Ur . Cox that the language end phraseology cen be worked out by 

constitutional lawyers like Ur . Taft and bimself. He continues to 

keep hie eyes on the individual sentence and forgets the chapter as 

e whole . 

It ie time all of t his study of grammar end rhetoric should 

cease and give way to old- faetioned American commonsense. The 

election will be decided by thos e who are eiok of endless disouaeiona 

and who have made up their minds that the United States must and 

shall carry out the great purpose in common with the othar nations . 

In other words, Ur. Root ' s continued quibbling will not becloud the 

real issue of the campaign. 
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The other day 1 referred t o tho mi nd of kr. Boot aa 

that of a l agaliat. Since readi ns hia reply to ¥ r . O«E I would oay 

r ather that he l~a tho mind of a aophlat. The eaelaat definition 

of a aophiet ia a man who oaree mor a f or a r gument about worda thaD 

he doea about the baaic purpose or intent behind the words, Sophlatry 

is a pleaaant f orm of mental ex.roiae, to whioh Mr . Root baa long been 

aoooatume d - an ezeroiae which baa been altogether t oo prevalent w.ong 

the legal profession in all oountriea during m~ genara~iona. 

One oan only hope that Mr. Root pleases himeolf by his 

aophiatry, 1 am quito curtain that he plooaos no one aloe exoop t other 

aophiata. 

O....._e Mr . Moot mieeoa the bi g point altogether. I firmly 

believe t hat American YOtora everywhere ore heartily sick of the con­

tinned diacuaaion by man l ike Ur. Root of the details of words and 

phraeea in oonnoction with tho CoTSnant of tho Leacue of Uationa. Aa 

We approach Dlaotion Day itself, tho average YOter is aaying to bimoelf: 

The l awyoro and Senatore oan contintl8 talki ng about phraaaology to 

their hearts oontont in daya to come - what we want t o decide i8 

whether we aball , a8 a nation , j oin the other f orty- one nationu in tbe 

eaaoc1ation called the League or ate¥ out. The contusion in the 

people's minds ia giYing wa7 to a clear oonoeption of the poa1t1ona 

taken by l.!r • C «E lllld l.ll' . Bardi ng. 

Firat - They know that lir . !larding baa 118J.d that he waata 

tbe League rejaoted. ISacondl.y,- 'l'he7 know tha t Kr . Cox want& ua to 

join the League with nery .AIIIer10IUI right preaernd , Third,- ln re­

gard to Article 10, the avernsa voter knowa tbo.t tl»ra 1a great differ-
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enoe o-r opi nion IYM0'1' the erperta ao to the exact u cll!lt ot 

obl1Kat1on b7 which the Cnitod ~ta\oe Co , r ano would be bound In 

ease we entered the Le~c wltbout an~ reaorTa~1ona or amendments. 

Laat,~ rba aYerage ean oad wo.an will acceRt Ur · Cox'a 4eolaratlon 

that he wMta U eade clear before we go 1n that ou Conet1tut1on8l. 

~~ot~tl C OUIP'UO 1 onal r lph te ahnll rotl!llll<o 3uo t 1tba t theJ ue tod&7 . 

ln "Yln of the ei•»l J, pl ain :ZOgl18h atatacoent. ot 

broad plll'poae euoh ao the abO"Yo, CllJ arguoent like t.hat of JIJ. , f'.oot 

Whlob tries to onaume po1t1ono wbiob ho decl ares to be analogoua, auoh 

a8 that of a Mcne7 obllgat ton under a !rea~ , falls to the rroun4. 

lla p~~c .. a oTe r w1 tb a ahrus ot ~ sbouldera thG IJUi088Btl.on of 

·r. Cox tha t tbe language and phraaool087 oan be worked out b7 

ccnatltuttoo~l lAWJera li~e ·r . Taft and bimuel f . Ue oontinuea to 

keep hla e7ca on the indl"Yldual aentence and torreta tke ohn»ter aa 

a llbole . 

1\ h 1.1~:~& all of t ltia etud7 or gruD&l' ond rhetoric abould 

ooaae an4 al n wa1 tl> old- .raa·uon94 >~~~erio411 cOCllllooeenae. ~ 

eleotion will be docldad ~~ ~lw • ~~o are elat of &1241888 diaowaolono 

an4 wb.o havo 110da up 'their ainda that the United t.ta~ .. muat an4 

ahall aa~ out the STent purpooe ln co on with \he o~~r n~tlona. 

111 other 'ii'Orda, llr. !loot'• continued q_1Ullblln8 will no\ becloud the 

real laftuo of \lie o1lap&i SU• 
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1'be G\ho:r day l referred t o the 11lnd o~ Lir . l.loot a a 

that o't n leg&ltat. Si nce reading Ilia r.plf to W:r . 0 0<1: 1 would Day 

ratlle:r Uta' b o baa tllo 1111n11 o~ a aophlat. 'I'M oaa1Ht 4o.tSn1 Uou 

o.t " aophiat ta a 111M who oana 10oro f o-r &%'(!U!l>ellt about WGTda than 

bo doea about \he baelo pu.rpoeo or lnton' bob1n4 tho worda. Sophlat:rJ 

1e a ploaa&llt f orm of Mn'-U oxaroln, t o WhSob Ur , Root hae 1.-g boon 

acooe~•o4 - an oxorolee wh1oh baa boon altoBOtber too proTalont .. ong 

tho legal pro.toaaion ln all eountrlea dur~ ·~ genorat1ona. 

One oan only hope that Jl:r , !!oot pleaaea himaol~ by hie 

oophiatey, 1 0111 quito oertain tb&t bo t~lenHa no one el oo ezoo-p t otbar 

aophieu. 

0....._. wr. Root mtoaea the bi g point altogo~hor, I firml7 

b<tllove t liD.t Alllortcan ... otera onrywhere are hoart1ly aiclt o:t tbe con­

tinued Uacu .. ion b;y 11011 like alr. ·:oot of the 4otn1la of wor4a 1!.114 

pbraeea i n oonnootlon w1 th tba cownaut of tho Lell(;Ue of .;Ia U ona . Aa 

lie o.pProa oh • oouon Day 1taolf , tho anrase TOter 1e M)'1ng to 11111eolf : 

'l'bo l awyere e.n4 ISe.n .. t ore oan oontln'GB t&U:i ng abGut pbranoloo to 

thou hocrte content in 4GJB to came - what we want t o doo14e ia 

uhethor we ahall , aa a nation, ,loin tho other forty- ono nationa tn tho 

aaooointton oallod the Leoguo or atay out. The con.tuaion in tho 

peoplo' e minds Ia &inns WDJ to a clear aonoep\lon of the poeitlona 

tGI:on by 14r. Cox and lir • llard1ng. 

i'1ret - They know that lolr . l!e.rdlng hrul Mid tha1. be wanta 

the Lea«11e ro,loote4. SeaoMly,- Tho7 mow t.ha t )(.r, Coz wanta ua to 

,join t he l•a«»& wl th evoey .ol.ll!er1o:>n rtgbt pnaerved, rur4, - l.n ro-

8&r4 to ~rtiolo 1 0, the a 'f81'&60 ... otor lmon tmt tlwro te sreat 41f.for-
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.,. .. of oplnlon ..u'... \be -.n. u w \be -• -• of 

o'bllptton lt7 llll1oh tile Ual- statu eo,.. ..... wo..u 'M ..,. ... la 

- " o11wnt \bo Leac>w ot \boll\ •117 l'ONrr&U- or _... .... 

~•.'-\ l'be &ftll'llp ao11 .,.. - will .... ,, M:r. Ca ' o tealustloo 

tlla\ be wuta U •Ae ~ 'lleteft w 1'0 la \hat ou C:•oU\aU-.1 

aa4 c ...,... .. sODal rlf!)l\o allall :rea&Jo , .. , -• \11&7 .... te&q • 

.lJl "fin at tbe ali!P~. plala .ro.,llall ota tHea\ of 

l>:roat ,.,_... nell u u. aNYe, uq a:rr-"' uu \hat of • · -• 

Wllioll tJ'ioo w •- ...U•• wbiob be toolareo to lie~..-. ~ 

u \hat at a _., ollllptlon 11114o:r • ~-. taUa to \be~. 

llo puooo ..,.. o t \b o ollftc of \lla abOlll<loJ'O tM nuootloa of 

11r. ou \hat the l._o &n<l pbr&Molov MD 'llo -Ito& nt 19' 

•-•n•tt-1 1&117n• Uu J!:r, r..tt an<l 11.1-lfo llo oontlnua to 

uop btl o7eo on the 1n41Y1hal oonw- ant to:rcot• \lla ollap\o:r ao 

..... lo. 

a lo u .. all of thlo 01u47 of ,.._ &n<l J1ootorio IIIIMl« 

- Alit atw ....,. w ol&ootll.ottaat ~ . ... •-•-"· on. 

oloouoa will lie C.o14ot l9' U>on 1fllo o.ro ololt of oa&looo ua.-1-

ant no 11&'1'0 ••o wp \llolr a1D4o that \be 11Jl1to4 lltotu -• ant 

ebal1......, od \!Ia ,...., pvpooo ta •- wl \lo \Joe ot11e:r aou-. 

bl other •rto, -.. . lloot' o •••t:aut ,unu. .. 11111 an Mol"' \lie 

ftAl 1•- of \Jio _at ... 
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!'be o~., U)' i rororro4 t • t.M 1111Dil of a r • .!loot u 

tl• t of a lAipUat. IS1noe rMA1116 bia npl.7 to r . cu I wwl-4 oq 

ntbor Uwat he boa tho • l1l4 o~ o acrpJUa-. n. ... 1 .. t 4at1n1 tlOD 

ot a ecrplliat l a o IliAD w:bo O&NI eoro t or ar r-nt aboll.~ wol'\1a ~ 

bo •~a abollt t.be 'baelo PlU'JI- or lnt.nt bollln4 i.ba .oraa. ~IIJ.a~ 

1D a plaa.ant t ora ot -tal oxerolM, to wblob lor , .too t bae 101118 boon 

aoooa~4 - Nt exe1'11" Wl'l1oh bee beon Gl.toge~r too proftleat .. ona 

tbo lepl. pi'OteaaiOII l n a u ooanhl .. aur 
a o.an onl.l" hepo tM.t • • oot pl-a h1Qllel1' " ' IIJ.a 

a blltQ. l ea qQi oe:rtll.ln that ~ pl-a no «10 eleo uoop~ ot.ber 

aopM ate . 

o-..... lll' · ..oot allll>oa t.lle b l iJ JcOlnt al tOfletbor. I t1nsly 

bollne tbot LMrte&~~ nton nerywt~ne an hearUly alok ol tllo oCID• 

ttn1le4 Clleo111111J.on b)' •n U li:o ltr • oot of tlW oot.aUo ot wol"'la llll4 

1>hn ... i n oonnaatJon ert th tho ovenant or -bo :r..arue of •atlOilllo Ao 

1118 to biuolt& 

"i'be la1f711'0 e.n4 loonatOl'll Olill OOIItlntlll t.&l.l:: lJI4i 6\,nt ,1)~00' to 

tbllr h .. rta oontAint i n da,ye t o oOCII • what ,. ~~~~nt t o 4eo14o l a 

wbotbor we obtiJ.l , oa a naUon , Joln. t.be otber rcrr-- - natione tn 'tlw 

ool otlon. o..Uo4 tho .Le06Ua or a te)' Ollt. !2» oontua1oa in tho 

peoplo'a 1111114• to &lYillS ~ to a olou ooooep.uon or the poe1t10fla 

li'int - They lal0\11 that ¥r. ll&:r.Une M4 11314 tbal. too qnta 

illlo L~ roJooto4 . CO.oon J.J.· ~# mow 1.b&t ~r . cox mmta u.o to 

~o1a tlw •acue .nth enQ ~:ut:r101).tl rttht pn .. rrod. ':'bird,- l.n ro­

lard t o r tloU 1 -?. tl» o,orcr,o vo!.or !.:non t hel.t tl»ro to o t d11'f•r-
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enoe o~ Ojllll!oo _..., ""- oli;POntl .. ~ tw -• -=• ol 

o\llpuoo ltJ 11111oll tk 111011io4 Udoo o.,..... .. .....U w lloll1l4 Ia 

- .. ooton>4 \bo I.e- oUbod •117 n•naU- .,. - · 

t.at) t'llo """1'11&'0 ...., oat - will .... ,, •• · eoz•o tool.uetl• 

til&\ M -·· U- o~ kiOft w &'0 IJl tbot OU COIIOUtoU­

aa& c..,....ut•tJ. rtl"bt• 8ball nato j\uo\ -• -, oro totq. 

Jo Tl" of \M 011111~. plala £111Uoh oto"'-t ot 

mo4 pupOOO olitOII ao \M .,...,., IIIII' .,.._, Ulte \bat ollllr • Jeot 

'Mido!a vloo to - pootuno wlllo!a bo &oo~ to w aae1..-, _,. 

u U..t ot o ~ olollp tloc UISCIAir o !'no1J, to1lo to tllo P'OQIIIl. 

llo ,.. .... " .. wl tb o Ollrq ot t11o olla.lllon -., wti OOUoa ot 

... oa -.. • .,.. 1....- ..,. ,-_oleo .., 11o -·• •• 1i1J 

•-tlh;Ueal lo"70J'O lU.. • :r.n ODII ~11. Do ooa"-• to 

l<ooJ hh •7"• on \M tntUT14ual ........ on& t .. pu tM ollap._ u 

.. tlllolo. 

a lo t.1.ao au of t hlo Ull4¥ of ,_.. - S11ourto ~4 

- - s;~w .., to ol&-Ant....,. -..s. ....... a ••• - · ftot 

olooUOIII Will llo 4oo14o4 _., WlO o 101io OH otGII ot ...,.... U....l-

OD4 wbO ""'"" -· 111> tbolr a.ln$1 ... - 11111to4 . ..... -· -

ollt.11 00177 ""' t.11o ,...., ,..,_ tn •- wt~ t.11o otbtr aou-. 

Jo otbot' w11'40, ••· , .. , •• o011ti.DM4 ,an~ ..Ul DOt Mol- * 
11'0101 lo- ol - _,a~ .. , 
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The o~Jr da7 I retorn4 t~ the IIIJnll of llr . lloot • • 

that o'f a l o Uot. :unoo rea41~ liSe l'e])llf to Vr . coar l ~~ 8&7 

ra\llolr $!\&~ he 1180 tba 11'11 1111 Of a OD'J)IUOto 'I'M haioo~ lof lDUt• 

of a oophtot to a au who oaroo mora tor a lr WMnt aboat wor4o thea 

ho 4ooo aboat tho b..-h ynarp- or illton~ ""nd 1.ba werlo. tloph1ot17 

11t e. plolutallt fOl'll ot .. nw oxeroloo, to whloh llr. !loot baa 1-« "boon 

aooootut:'.o4 - u exoraloo whioll hoJI 'boon altoe-\ho·r too proYaloat 111110114 

tbo lop.l pn'fooaiOII la all ooo.Dtrloo 4ul'1ll ~ goDOra t1oq, 

o oa11 on17 h"P41 that • •·oo• ploaooo b.i..aol f 117 h1o 

oophh\17• 1 u qoUo onbia l.het ho plOilooo no Qlla oleo oxool)t other 

aophtote . 

0 ...... lil'· l<'oot 01.he .. t.llo b l tr polat alt~otber. I t1naly 

bolleYO thd !IJMriOllll 'fO~N eYOI')l'Whol'e UO haarUl7 OiOir O:f \be 0011• 

Unll04 otoouulon by Mil llko Ill>• oot ot tho llotallo of wol'<lo alii 

phraooo 111 oonnoouon wt th tho CcrnMnt. or tho Lear,ue of lo tJono. Aa 

Ito appr ob .lootton ;)q ltoolf , tho ,...,.,..GO TOter 1o 116J1q to hilteol:f: 

The l aWJon nn4 l!on .. ton oan 110nttnuo to1111DS abO'Ilt phl'a-log to 

tbol.r hoorto content in llo.ro to o- • what w ~RU:~t t o hoU.o t o 

whotbor wo oball, ao a u tton , Joln ~IM o ther ~orQ-ono nat1o11o 111 the 

. .. oo1n\1on oauea t.he •suo or ot.a:J ou.t. fila eon.t'l2alon ill t.bo 

J)Oot'lO ' O IAlnde h lfl .,.J ilf WII:J tO a OlOAI' OOilOOJIUOn 0~ t.bG pooi\1MO 

.t'1rot • .tbe)· lmo• t.b&t .olr . ll&rUog hna Ollid that. be V~~nta 

the u• O«WW reJeoto4, 6811011 7 ,- 01 blow th• t. Ji.r . Cox wan~a 11.0 to 

'o1n tho •a«u• w1 Lb O"YOJ')' ..tt8l'1- r1t,llt preaarToll . 'l'h11'4,· Ln ro• 

l ord to Attlola 10, the a 'I'OI'II€0 TOt.or l:llowa tbD \ tbero 1o fP'e&t 41:t.ter-
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' :.1: 
onoe of oplnioa ~ ·, o:q,er\8 u \0 •be -• -• ol 

obllp\lon ~ 1fl\1oll U• ll&d\e4 &to\eo COJIIlt' .. o w"AJ.A be Mllll4 ta 

O&llo n on\en4 tho "'-"4\W wt\llod ""' r .. anau- or -""-••• 

Lut',f :rM llftl'"P ••• &all -will aooop\ Mr• Cu'• ... luo\1M 

~he\ he '""''" l \ - o olo., Mfore w p la \M\ ou CMo\lftU-.1 

1111CI c ....,.ooloaal rtl"b\o aball r-ln '"•' Wbe\ \beJ an tou,. 

la Tiow of t.lle Ullllfo pla1a J:lll].lllh etll'"-\ of 

111'0 ... pvpo .. •ueh .. - ·-·· !PIT ...,.._.,, l11<o \!lot of llll' o _, 

Wll1.,. trt .. w •- pe.U.,. wl1111h lloo 4 .. lan• w M anal.o1-. -11 

u \loa\ of a_, obllp.Uon lllldAtr a '!NA1if, talle w tllol poaa&, 

De ,.. ... rnr wl tit • ..,... of tile aluMUoft .U nuoeuoa ot 

• eta \bat '"-' 1~ .,. pJuou .. loiJ ..., 'llo -o4 "' 'IIIJ 
OUAitl\a\1 ... 1 laWJ01'D lt1<o u . :r.n aDA lltaHlt, Be oonUn•• to 

l<oop ble OJOe OD \llo 1D4lT1bAl Mll\e ........ f01'p\o \lla ollls)Mr U 

a llhole. 

a s. u.. all of thl.o atuq of ,.._ lUI4 motol'lo ebftll 

-..,. ''"'" ft1 '' ald• t&etl-..4 -doan o-....... 'l!llol 

ol .. tion wtll \o &ooUo4 117 ~ho: o IIIIo no etolt of OIIUo .. 41H_l_ 

an4 wllo haft •lle llP \luol r • tad• \llo\ '-"" 1hl1- l to\oe ••• OUIA 

llhall 001'1'7 oat t11o ....,.., J'lll'PON ta •-• wtUt. tllol otlltl' aa\101111. 

1a otbor ........ llr. hot'• o011UaaoA ,ull»llll wlll aot bool"" \M 

roo.l loll\llt of tllo -dp, 
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:l'be o~n· tl&)' 1 roforrol t > tho ttllld of l>:r- . oot u 

that of a ~oft3l1at . 

rather »4\ ho ~· tho rdoft of a eephlot. !l'lle ... teat lotlnJ \1011 

ot a eophlat le a aan •llo oar ea mor o tor ar ~nt about wor4e then 

ho loaa aboll.t UI& baalo JllU'JlO .. or lniont bolltnd t.ho nl'f.a. llopllhtr, 

ie a plHnnt fcmB of 111011"-1 eureiH, t o ..ntoll Ur , oot hoe lODg been 

aoooatucod • an oxoroloo which bAa boon alto \her too pr~ont .. one 

t.bo lo!llol P"1'eaa1011 111 aU oounhioa durlJII' ~ gorutrat10118 . 

• ou onl7 hope that ill' • ;•oot ploaHa hiuolt' b)' Ida 

aopb.Setl'J. 1 - 'llli te O(fr\:lin Ulat ho pletW<ta no ono eloo eo:oep t other 

aophlau. 
fil"'llly 

belio'Yo that ~.aor1o8JI •oton onl')'wbore ue hoanSl7 aick of the con• 

tlrt1lllt4 4UO'Il .. J.on by 1!1011 lll:o • ·•oot of the tlotaila of wol'f.e and 

ph:ra .. a lll oonnootlon wt tb tho CO'YODaDt o f t ho Loft(;llo of •rauona. Aa 

•• a,ppro.ob ;:n.oo\100 ~ ltnlt , tbe aYor~&ge TOter le IIIQ'lJI$ to h1 .. al:t: 

'l'he l awyoro ~cl natore oan ccmt1n1lllt U1lt1ng about pbraMolo~ to 

thol r hearta oontant i n dOJB to oom. - ~t .. want t o 4eo14o la 

whether w ebal.l , a a a nauon, Join tb.a othe:r- for~- ono nationo ln tbt 

. .. oo1atloll e-.lle4 tho League or at.~ out. !be oon'f'wl1oa ill the 

people'• a1n4e h t;1n~ way to • ol.,.r oonuptlon of the poo1t1one 

t..ren by llr · Oo:r: and • Uar01 

lf1nt - Thov ltno• that Wr . l!ar~1na baA aa14 tta.1. be w1111ta 

the Leacu roJoo~A. tooonn;v,- • • i know tha t ..r. cox ftll te ue to 

~oin tt• .oaru• 1rl 1.h a.,o1'7 er1~ r l eht pro .. ned. ':'h1r4, · t n r..-

pl'f. to Artlolo 10, tbt a Torngo YO~r laloft t l». ti thin la Sl'Mt Uttar-



-. -
on .. of oplnton ~ tN oQentl .. w '"- _, -ut ot 

o'Utp\lOD ll;r wMoh \N lJJil te4 ....... COIIIITOH 1101114 N Mlul4 Ia 

....... ontere4 tho r..aau wUbout •n:r ..... nau- ft -..u, 
,I . 

t.aat,l> !1111 . ,.,.... aan aat- w!U •••pt b · cu•o .. eJ.antt• 

thd be ........ u - · olau w:tore .. .. la that OIU' c: .... u ... u-.1 

u4 c..,... ... sonal l'l«lt\1 alloll ..-.Ia , ... , -· "'-:r .... toeq. 

111 ~~ ... of tN al~q~~, p1a1a J:llcllall au"'-t of 

\YO ... PUJIHI .,.II u 1M •-•. IUlT as-at ll'to1 that of ~~>' • IM\ 

wllloll b'lu to ••- pu'UOftll wMeh N 4oolU'oa w be 01111,.._., -~~ 

u tllot of o ._, obllpUoll ...U7 a Tzoo&~ . ~to tl>e ,-, 

lie ,. .... ..,.., wl til & .U.. o:t tN lhoal4on tho n«l••tlOII of 

Kr. oa that tbe 1_..,.. ..,. pbroa,.1oc:r ..,. llo wno4 nt 'lll:r 

o.utl\aU•ol la..,.er• lllol 

uop bla 1111 Ill \lie ln4hSa.al ""'-"" u4 for11t1 U.. ellapU1f •• 

.. o ole. 

a Ia tiM all o:t \hie atu:r o:t ,_ u& J'llotorio aboal& 

- &Ql IIYO w.:r to aU•:faotl•e& -nun •--· -

oho\loe will w 41o1oto& 111 t.ao•• e o a H ololt o:t aJIU.oM U-1•• 

&Dol who baYO •4• ..,. thol:r 111JJ4a that U.. UnUe4 lltatoo ••• &II& 

lha11 .. .....,. ..,, tllo ,.., P'U'J- l a •-• wltll •• oU•r D&\1-. 

ln other wor&a, • •· Boot'• o•Uaae4 qai\'11111141 wtll not boll- t11o11 

1'11&1 1••• of - _, .. ,., 



EXTRACT3 •~JU s.~ .CU OJ HOI . r .D •• .G~~VeLT 
.IJilR.l, ' ·'~·· ocr. 211, 11120 

'1'be o1.her da;r l ro!ort"lld t ., t ho r~Jn4 of a.r • • cot a a 

that of a l o«A}1a•. J l noa roadJAS hie ropl;r to • rex l would 007 

r a th•r t.ha ~ he baa 1.ha t~Jntl of a eoph1at. 't'ba aaa1eU det1n1 U oo 

of a ooph1at 18 a ID6JI who oane e~~ore f or arcument aboot wol'da than 

he 4ooa about tho baoio pll.l'pooe or inten t bobind t.ha wor4a. :loph1atl')' 

le a ploaoan1. r on ot aenW •~roioe, to wl'lloh llr . Root haa long haan 

aoooa~d - an •~ro1oa which ben baon a ltogether too prevalent aaona 

thu legal profeaeion Jn ell oountrJaa 4ur1118 aan;r genora tJona. 

One can onl ;r hopo tbat loll' • • root pl .. Ha h1mllelf li;r hie 

oOpbiatey, 1 01a ~uta CMrtaln 1.hat he l loauaa no ono eloe altOept o1.har 

aopb1e1.8. 

0 ....... Kr . noot mioaoe t ba b1S poi nt oltogotber. 1 f irmly 

belton t hat •JDorioan vote r& ovorywlle:re ua heartU;r gJcll: of tbo oon­

tinll04 cl1eoW1&1on lr,y un lUte Hr. oct of the det 41la of woJ'de IUid 

phraaoa i n oonnootlon wtth the CoTenant of tho Lear,uo of Ua ti ona . t a 

We oppr os oh Election ~01 itself, tbo a var oae voter ia ea;r1ng to hlaaalf: 

't'be l awyer o and 5ona t on OM continue t aU:1ng about JlbraaooloQ ·to 

tba1r hoart a content 1n 4aya to oOGia - what wa want to aeo1da 1& 

wb.ethor we Dhall , aa a nauon , JolJI. tho other t or tJI· Ono nat1 on11 in the 

• • aoc1a t1on oalla4 tha LoGgUO or 1t~ out. Tbe contnaioa 1n the 

people'a mi nda le B1ving way to a oloa r ooncapt1on of tha poa1t1ona 

tekan b7 llr • Coz ond 4 • Uarding. 

)'irat - 'l'ho;r lmow that ~r. llllrd.ing hae aoJ.d t ha1. bo "anta 

a ;r mow tbat ~. cox wanta ua to 

Join \ be ..aaauo wi tb evoJ7 

prd to t iola 10. the a'fel'll68 l'Otor kllon t ho t tbl r e 18 snat dlftar-



- 2 -

enao o~ opinion under the experts as to the o:mot omount of 

obligation by wh1oh the l1n11.ed St a tes Congroes woul.d be bound 1n 

onee we entered t ho Loaguo wi thou.t &n;y reaorvat.l one or o.ca.endman ta. 

Last,• The B'9'erage man and woman will a ccept llr · Cox ' s declaration 

tbat be wants it ende clear before we go in that our cons titutional. 

and Cons reaaiono.l rtr hte eholl remain just what they are today . 

In view o~ the oimplf, pl a in English statement of 

broo4 purl)OBO euoh ao the above. any argament like that of llr . Roo t 

which tria a to aoeumo poeti one whioh he declar es to be arw.logoua, euob 

as that o'L a money obl i gation under a Treat)' , :talla to tho ground. 

lie passes over wl tb a shrug of the ahoul.dera tho su.sgeation o:t 

l.lr . Cox t hat the l anguage o.nd phraseology o&n be worke d out b;y 

constitutional l &1eyer a like )lr . Taft and himeal:t. Be oont1nuea to 

keo-p his eyes on the indi'f14ual sentence and f'orgeta the chap ter aa 

a whole . 

It 1a time all of t his study of gr ammar and rhetoric ehou.ld 

ooaee and g1'Ye way to old- :taetioned .American oommonoonee. The 

aleoti on will be doo1dod by thol"e who are sick of endleoe dioolllloiona 

and who have mado up their minde that the United States must and 

shnll carry out the great purpose in c ommon wi th the other nattona . 

In other words , llr . Roo t ' e oont1nua4 quibbl1Dg will not becloud the 

real 1 BIJUO of the campaign. 
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enoe of opinion under t he experts as to t he exact amount of 

obligation by which the United St a tes Congr ess would be bound i n 

oase we entered t he League without any reservations or amendments. 

Last,- The average man and woman will accept Mr · Cox 's declaration 

that he wants i t made clear before we go in that our Constitutional 

and Congressional rights shall remai n just what they are today . 

In view of the simpl,, pl ain English statement of 

bro ad purpose suoh as the above, any argument l i ke that of Yr . Root 

which tries to assume postions which he de clares to be analogous, euoh 

as that of a money obl i gat ion under a Treaty, falls to the ground, 

He passes over wi th a shrug of the shoulders the suggestion of 

Mr . Cox that the language and phraseology can be worked out by 

constitutional lawyer s like Mr . Taft and himself. He continues to 

keep his eyes on the i ndividual sentence and for gets the chapter as 

a whole. 

It i s timo all of t his study of grammar and rhetoric should 

cease and give way to old-faationed American oommonaenae. The 

elect ion will be decided by those who are siok of endless discussions 

and who have made up t hei r minds that the United Sta tes must and 

shall oarry out the gr eat purpose i n common with the other natlons, 

In other wo r ds , Kr . Root ' s continued quibbling will not becloud the 

real i ssue of t he campaign, 
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