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KXTRACTS FROM 3P~2CH OF HOU . I .D. ROOSBV&LT 

I have just r ead tho 1U~l text of Ur . Harbert ~areona' 

lottor in which he resigns as a member of the national Committee 

because ho io convinced the only hope of the Country io in the 

election of Governor Cox and the early entran ca of America into 

the Longue of Ua ti ona, and a lac the wording of the telegram to 

Senator Harding from the 30, 000 members of tba Women ' s League f or 

tho Peace Treaty, of Cali f ornia, declaring ~bat 1t ie impossible 

for them to support him if be bas been oorreotly quoted on the 

League . l think that these two remarkable doouments ampl y justifY 

the confident assertions I have been matlng duri ng the past week 

that tho nation is at last arouecd t o the paramount necaesity of 

our joining the present League of nations without delay , and is 

ccnvinc~d that Senator Harding has so definitely oommitted himself 

as to make it impooel ble f or any beli ever in the League to support 

him . 

Senator Harding ' s oouree of action has been evidently 

fanne d on two theories. i i rot , that tho importance of the League 

of nations conld be either minimized or di storted eo t~at ita true 

value could not be realized b the voters of tho country before 

election, and , secondly, by shiftiness and evaeivaneos of statement 

he could p&reuade both the League and anti- League Republioane he waa 

on thei r •ide at heart. 

During the l net week it has booome clear that both of these 

assumptions oro wrong . 

The people in the districts t hrough which I have travelled 

are tremendously i nterested i n t he League and a re beginning to olaarly 

understand wha t it means , and Ur . ~arsons' latter aa wall a s the cali­

fornia t elegram ehow ooncluelvely that not only the rank and f ile but 



the leaders of the Republican Pa rty who aro s1noore in their 

belief that the League ia a neceesity , have dec i ded that Senator HAr d­

ing hao ao defini tely oast his lot with Borah and Johnson aa to make 

it a patriotic duty for them to deaert hie oauae . 



KXTRACTS rao~ SP~CH OF HOD.I . J . ROOS&VELT 

1 han J1U1t 1'8114 the 1'llll text Of Ia , Der'bert l'araou' 

letter i n which he reei gna all a e811ber of tlte llatioDAl C011111i ttee 

beoauee ho io oonrtnoo4 the onl#' hope ot tlte Coun tr)' l o in the 

election of Governor Cox and t he early ontran ce of America into 

the League of llatione, nod nlao tlte wor ding of t he telegr am to 

Senntor llarding fro,. tbe 30, 000 me,.bere ot the "omeo•o League f or 

the Peeoe Treaty, of Cnlif orn1a , dool nr1ng that 1 t 1e impoeo1bl e 

for them to support him it he baa been correctly quoted on the 

League. l think that these two remar kable documen ts e.mpl y Juetti"y 

t he conf ident aRaert1cns I have been mnkl ng duri ng tho paet week 

that tho nation ie a t last aroused t o the pa r amount noceooity ot 

our joini ng tho present League of Uationo without delay , IUld io 

convinced t hot So~tor Harding bae ao definitely committed himoel! 

as to m&ko it i~poaolblo tor any beli ever i n tho League to eupport 

him. 

Senator llar ding'a course of ac t ion has been evidentl y 

t ounid on two tbeor ioo. ~1rct , that tho importance of the Leag~o 

of natlona could be either m1n1m1&od or diatortod eo t~at its true 

value could not be realized b the votoro of tho country before 

election, and , eecondl#' , by shlftineaa and ova e1veneua of sta temen t 

he could peraU4de both the League and anti- League Republicans he was 

on their elde at heart. 

During tho l nst week it baa become clear that both ot these 

aesumptioos oro wrong . 

The people i n the dietriot e through whloh I have trnvalled 

are troroendously intereeted i n t.he League and a ro bogl nn1ng to clearl y 

underatond what i t • ease, and Ur • • aroona' letter no well ae the C.li­

rornln to erram o 011 conc,:crs,"ti'l7 'tM't ,.~ .,m_'O' """' u->j<:. ~ ..,.,. »u+. 



the loudere of the Ropubllo&n Part y wbo a re einoon ln their 

bo11af that the l .aa.gu.e 1a • neoaas1t}' , baTe de ci ded t hat Senator Rar4• 

lll8 hao eo 4e:t1n1 t el y oaot hi ll lot wi tb Bornh a nd Johnaon ae t o make 

1 t o. po.tr1ot1o du t 7 f or thom t.o deeert hi e cauee . 
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