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QP&::CH Bi:FORI! BER!::lH I RB BANIERS ' AS SOC IAT lON 
JUI!II 20 , 1921. 

In the con.toe ion of t l:ought and readjuatment of 

T&luee Which ba' oe come in the poet-war period, one of the great 

facta most eign1f1cant to our national fbture hae been almost wholly 

overlooketl. That 18 the announcement by the ceneue of 1920 t hat 

for the f 1 1'111. tiiDB in our h i s t o r y lliOre than 5~ of our populat ion 

le now 11 vtng in oi tie a, and lese than half dwell i n amal l vill&lOB 

or on tl:e farme. At the Uma of the Revolution leea than l~ of 

the nation ' s people were gat hered in urben cormmnitiee, but since 

that day every decode has shown o.n increase in the proportionate 

ratio of the cities ' gr owth . 'l'oday wo must ask our eelvee "Where 

will 11. atop?" and S:tlr: more important. "How shall we pro coed to 

stop it?" 

:!"or t he rrowth of cit i es. while the count r y popu ­

lation a1 anda a till . will eventually bring dieaeter to tl'e Uni ted 

States ae it has to the life of nations in da,ye gone by . Jn4ustrial 

manufactures are good. They should be encouraged &o tte J!Oint of 

roundin@' out the product ion of tUe great expanse of territory ond 

TJOpulstion eo that we may utilize to the full tl:.e wonder""ul Fitts 

that the God of Jlature hae g1Yen ue . Yet t t. nioe balance rr.uet be 

maintained . A hundred million peopl e living in factory towns and 

w1 th no hucOll beiJlf"B on U:.e far~ is a reductio ad abeurdem whtoh 

we oan understand. Yet we ha"W ]laEeed the hslf wey ~r.ark and are 

still headed towards that abyee . It is time to a t op. 

Wha t hoe been t he history of even the past twenty 

years in the agricultural oomrr.unities? P.ere i n tho Jo!act , st88Da-

tion , yea. even wor se, depopulation . Take any trai n trip , any motor 

ride t hrough the Atlantic States. You wlll cee JU'&Otioo.lly no new 

farm houaee , no new olearine of land - on the contrary you will see 

haphazard tree growth on soil which was formerly tille d or pastured . 

I han talked with II8llY foreigners . French , Italian, 

Bel@'iotl , Britieh. Poles, ""zeche, Serbs , who have v18ited us in the 

paat few years, and one and all lleve coan~ted on the wuete o! our 

land. When I tall them that our :!arms in the East aver8.fe in Bhe 

nearly two hundred aoree to the family, they tell me tha.\. in fo:urope 
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twenty or t h irty aoree are enough. When I tell them that the yotmg 

people d r ift away into the ctt1ee they an swer t hat ther e muet be 

something f'u n4ane ntally wrong . 

So t he re ie, md it 18 that wrong condition t hat demands 

the beet thought and t he oonoentrnted action of the leaders of 

ever y oor:llliUnity. It. ta not oon:fined , either , to the obendoned 

fe.rme of the Eaet. In t ho Uiddle West the farm1n@" population has 

tor long been at a practical etandeti l l, and flinoe t he f i llil'lf" up 

of t he Da kotas and the Pacif ic Coset the great er JlBBi of new farms 

bou@"ht in during t he paet t en years has been the result of enor mous 

irrigation projeote like the lmJlerial Valley and the Roosevelt 

Da"O . Practically epoak i ng, all the ready made virgin available 

land in the whole o:r the United States has been taken up. But 

th ough taken up, the vast majority of its acres a re not being 

prof itably or economically used. 

The Deportment of Agriculture says that exietin£ :farc1S :a: 

would euprort in a few years twice t heir present population and 

produce three times their present y i eld . 

!"rom the e conomic value to tho nation then, t his offe rs 

a temptint goal. In po.et year s the great bllk of our favorable 

erport trade balance has been caused b;.r our eurp:We crops of grain 

and cattle and oottonr. Yet even before the war conditione in 1914 

we were aMually ooneur.'ling n larger Bhare of our own f arm produce, 

and the BUl']'llue for e xport was groYii!ll" l ese . In other words the 

increase of t he otttee at the expense of the formf! •·ae nlready an 

eoonorr.io danger. Today thil'lf'B are worse . Factories begin to feel 

the corrpeti tion or J;urope and Japan. Hare people are herd~d 

together i n the cities, and the furme produce no more than forr.18 r ly . 

This may eeem a glooey ]iicture yet I do not believe 

the t. the nation can a fford to pasa it l ightly by, Bepeoially ·nmet 

t he bankers , those in 'the OOnlllu.nity who hold the pur ee strings for 

new ventures , app roa ch thill £ubjeot 1n a new "''ay . Do you real he 

tbot if half the capital which U.l t hi8 year be1nf put into new 

oo!UftltroJal or 1r.anufa.ot.orins r r ojeo4 e were put. inot the develppo nt. 

I 
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o! agriculture , we would be a long way on the r oad to fHloceee? 

Let ue have done 'for a while ttitb boo~e to "Booet P1tte­

f1e14 " or "Boost Poughkeepsie" . Let ue heve acne with Chamber of 

Commerce OSI!lpatrne to attract new factori es . Let ue rather eto.rt 

oempaigne to make the e.x1Bt1n~,t Pit t efield and P otlf,hkeepeie not 

larger ,l}ut bett er to live in . That means that you and I must bertn 

outetae our o1t1ee in t he country dietr iote of which they are the 

ce ntres . furvoy our lund. If t here are idle farms find i'emiltee 

t o put on them. Help your unemployment prob lem . Star t them by 

lending your money . If t he life on the farm ie unattractive head 

the movement for better country roads, for nesrer onlueemente , for 

better eohoole . I! the fttrmer finds it diffj.cult to market h ie 

produce, i! the city dwellers have to J:e~ two or t hree rniddlemen•e 

oor.lD'liBBione, get bel-.ind an ioproved eystem of nrke tinr. !! the 

o ld Yankee blood will not reepond . go to the great oentree , fO to 

11ew York and Bolton, coal: out Itc.l.ie.Ii r ~""! Slovaks and Pole e - b,- t 

if you love your country find t i.o t~·s to use you r lend. 

It iB coi:'lll'lUnities like t l:.ese in the Be rkshiree , ond like JD 

my own in tl".e Hudson Valle;,t r;hicb must FUt their shoulders to t l':ie 

wheel. Lcgiel ntiou Y11ll not do it . Paternalism by t'faehington or 

Becton or Albany will fi w roo panacea . Y1e have more t!:vn enoueh 

l aws - what Y/9 neod 18 action - action by the people thenaelve£ . 

'll'or many years we have he urd. nbont tr.e ".Back to t ho land" movcrrent . 

Talk Ytill not provide 1 t. 

Once , l!lWty years ago, tr. i s country ei de of ourll VIae 

covered with ereat forelltf. . :Round about ut> today the virgin ti 111Le r 

has gone. A neglected second f"rowth straggles on tt-.e land w}-.ioh 

11! not ole&red . It 1a not pro ·at--ble as it is today . Yet the 

eupply of ti~r:bar tor tll6 l'nited States wUl cooe to JCmd and end 

befor e our coal ie exhsu eted . 

We kncwt thc.t every foot of lend will rrow B'l:let~tnr . an4 

eocre-t11ng thnt Wi th hur.an ou.re cun be put to profitable t.uoan t1re . 

It it be not. gro1n-lon4 or pe.eturc 1t will grow treee . 
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For generc.tione we h &T"e taken f r om ne.ture without J!ay1ng 

back. He r supply 18 not e:z:hweted, but year by yeer it becoceo 

l eee eu!!'ioient. I believe 1n killing t wo birde with one £tone . 

We om help nature to g-1vo ue more and at the B6rle t ime we can 

leeeen the dnngere t o our oivilha tion 1'hioh have come 'tf i t h the 

growth of t l.e oit~ee. Wou ld you , ae a matter ot pr eference , 

choose t o have ;your bo~ t •ow up in a tenement on t he East Side i n 

New Yor k! Yet your neighbor' s eon i s do ing tha t very t "lng. 

He will be a fellow Ane d ean with your bo3r, 

Let ue t h i nk of t omorrow end of 9/hat we tod ay can do to 

prevent that t o•orroll from suff ering diBtresa a nd ills. In 

our own ooo:munitieo we r~;uet find the place end t he way to start. 

I have confidence that we ehe. ll do thut thing . 
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