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To meet o.gnin eo mo.rl3' f rienda whOm 1 hOve not 

aeon ainoo tho lo.et .uemooratio l'Ultionnl su.thorins a tvea 

mo a thrill of pleaeuro. At tha t uon·tontion, where 1 ctf8elf 

roooivod ono o! tho bia:heat honoro of tho po.rt::r, 1 hlld tho 

pr1T1logo of \'l'Orll:ing o.nd IJ?Oal:J.n.l on behalf of thO then 

Gonrnor of lfow :tork. ·toda;y , four yenro l ater, I carey 

the ao.ce mi:Joion, proconti nc tho Bc.ot Governor , a r::o:n in 

\7houo behnlt' the beat &riJUt!lont t a the oo.n hll:laolf. 

At Son .l'ranoiaoo , you tlbo nero thlro oc.rw to 

knO'>I him aa one greatly loved by hie State, whose peraonclity 

G • .' t11neq· Pht •·e b!gb otu!!}Froduood ae you vtill 

rocombor a D!!Onto.noou::t wovo of s ood fee ling aeons the delegatee 

from ovory oootl on of our l o.nd . ~oda:,r he ho.a booouo more 

thnn a favorite con. lle 1a knorm r.hroughout the nAtion oa 

one 01: the real leaders, of Ilhom cilliona of ANrioo.na rosardleo 

of pc.rty are proud . l t hae boon sucseeted that m wou.ld 

ottoapt to 81'1ttop him tbrouzh to vioto%')1' e.t tbt. uonvontion upon 

a ~an of ecotioual. oppeal. Let a~ aaeure 70u ot the ouU.t 

that I abcll cake no wob endeavor. 



In tbli nry BUggeation; howner, there 1e t ribute 

to the atrengt h o% tbie man. Thera 18 no ned. for me to 

portrq the pr ofound l o•• nhioh goea out to him from no%7 

ole .. and BYOl'f oootion of tbe oomrmnitJ'• If 7011 111ould 

kno• what the bear\8 of the -.uu hold for him, aek a:aJOOO; 

111han 7011 lean tb.ia auaion aall: the 111oma.n 1fbo aenea JOU in 

tbl ehop; the banker 111b0 oaabea JOur obeok; the man who runs ""· 

70\lJ' eleYator; tbll olork in JOur botol; man, women an4 obUO.ron, 

rioh or poor, high or l ow; and. rou will bo told with a 

oondnoiiiS unanim1t7 tbat firlt in the affootione of the people 

of thi a ete.te, first far e.bovo aJ.l othora and the powu of all 

othara to attain, ill the man "ho baa been twi oo honored with 

election to the govo:rnorahip of tho State of Bow York. And 

tbi111 i a true of men 8lld wotOOn not onl7 i n thio atate, but in 

a•err part of the Union where bia name baa ooma to ba a SJ~Dbol 

for bonallltJ, for deep v.nderatan41ng o.n4 for apltlll414 aanioe 

to tbe people. 
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'l!he ee are faotora, thi a ia eYidenoe whioh JOU 

ee jwt.gea, or rather ae a groat jury of fourtun hundnd 

auembled here to render an unbi e.
1
ea0. YerUot; mu.at t&ke into 

a.ooount. You are atewar4e of e. ee.ored true t . To JOU baa 

been gtYen tbe eolecn, two- fold dUtJ of aetting forth anew 

the prinOipln of our pe.rty aDd of obooai ng a etanllard bearer 

per form tM tunoti one of' tho Chief lbteoutiYe , and the greatut 

aeeuranoe of Tio tory. 

To be true to tbe.t truot, we ID\lBt be true to 

oureel TGa, and put from our hear ta ond alnda aTery eor414 

oona1derat1on, nery ignobl e peraon.nl prajudioftDl and enry 

1n41Tidual allegiance to &n3tbing whataoner other than the 

l 

e&Dred pr1no1ple upon which our country and. our part7 atand•J . { 

So, in our final tLOtlon we abal.l put ee14e U17 appeal to an:t 

paee1on or to 8.1'17 prejudice. 



----- -- - -- -·. --

.l.rld in regal'« to this platforca I Vlont in all a1noer1ty to eay a lford 

to you, rtt:J fellow llelesatea - rou, equallf, who oo111111 from the great 

oitiea of the East, and f rom the plaine and hills of tbo woet, from 

the elopes of the .Po.o1f1o e.nd from the boon and fttlda of the 

1outbland - I ask you in all atnoerity, in balloting on that platform 

to kee p tint in your bearts and mtnda the worda of J.braba.m Ltnooln. 

".Utb C'lalioe towards none -with charity to ell . " 

• 
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.An4 there 1a another phase. tbe country orin out ~ 

oonlhrn&t1onF 1 enh-a oyer thll continued 41e .. nalonl betnan 

the oxeoutlYe and tbe leglalath'e branohea of the goyn·r=ent durlrlg 

tbl l ast fo1U' )'lara. In theoey our Conat1tut1on proTU..ee a BJ&tem 

of obaoka and balo.noea. Under the complete lack of la&darahi» in 

a Rapubl1oan White Rouee and a Republican Capitol, we han bad &11 

of tbe obeoka but nona of tb8 balanoaa. 

fbereforo wa lllUBt S iTe to the oount17 a Fru14ent 

r;:;.r' I tdl at.ai.Ma'brauen:;3 capable of restor inS team work 

and good w1ll between the ExaouUva and the Oonsreu. 'rbeee 

qualitloationa are rare , but I aub~:~it to JOU no axparl~:~ent. 'rh111!1 

man ' s r ecord i s b.18tor7; {it baa brought t ba highest ooCCJendat1on f rom 

the o1t1una of tbla atata, men an4 ..,.ooen, Rapubl1oan and Demoorat. 

farmer an4 o lt7 dweller alf.DJ That record was made doublr el gniti oant 

in hia f lrat tu·m aa Governor when be fnoad a leg18lature wboll:r 

oontrolle4 b7 the oppoeite part:r. end again in hie aecon4 term when 

M faced a Republ1oan .&.eeemblJ'. Ble abil i ty to ~raua.de 8D4 to 

l .. 4erabip -- prone that hie 1Dauga.ration aa !'reai4ent wul4 mark 

t M ;beginning of a new era of good feeling and. praotio&l aooompl1ahment 

between tt. l'rui4ent a.n4 tbe Congreea of tbe t1Dite4 Statee. 



Demoorat and oonviooe tba ClOD an4 wooen votera of tbe 

United Statu that the .time 10 a~ bend wo.n tbe guid&noa of 

our goTat11Dint 1a to be entruatod to the banda of a Demooratio - -- ® 
Preaibnt ana. a DoQOOr&tic conareu. !he daptba to which 

our fa4eral goTenlC8nt b.s)t:ta.llan have bean wall portrqad 

to :you b7 m;r old f r iends, tbe temporary and the pa1'1D8Jl8nt 

obai l'DIJD of thle Convention. Corruption in goTarnment ia 

..n4 \1111 be one of the ovarabadowina iuuaa. OUr oa.nUdata 

rnuat ba abl e to stand upon ~t. cake no chtake, the 

oountr;v vlill :ramacber ~)and the ooWltr;y will remember, too, 

that on our Governor for oYer twenty ;years in public office 

t be white light of publ1o1t;r baa pit1loul7 beaten, and 

"'" revealed_. onl7 apoUeaa i ntogr1t7. Save for thou wboaa 

anm1t7 1& a ba4go or honor, be Zl&& uo anemtelbJ('"ana. bia blttenat 

dniation from tbl!l higbeat atandar4 of pol1Uo&l and ethical 

mor&lit)r c.nd tbe highest 14aala of r .. ponaibUit!J 

-.I 
l 



Nor can the dlllgraoetul ehortoolllinaa of our federal 

government be explained by oynioa and poaaim18ta wbo declare that 

the oonduot of public buaineaa oannot epproaoh the effioienoy of 

private bua1neaa. \'lith thia view I take determin.d iaaue. Here 

in thia atato, through the loaderehip of thia governor, ~ 

effioienoy baa eo i.nOreaaed that tho euoutivea of other atahl 

have done us tho honor of aeokina to oopy our mo4al. Be wu a 

pioneer for tbo bu48;et 97atem. lie wea a pioneer in the reorganisa tion 

and aim;plif1oat1on of gonrn:onta der.artmenta. 'rbrOUSb it all he 

baa held up an4 strengt hened tba &Jatem of promotion in tha gonrn--

mont aervioe for Cllrit onl:r, and the appointment to publio offioe 

of men and women praec1nent17 qualified for their taeka. Beoauee 

of bla ideala and methode of gove~, he baa flon not only the 

undivided support of hiw ovm party but tbe publio endoreemant of 

sreat oivlo non·partlaan bo41ea of the oit7 and atate. 

Gin tbia can the opportunit7 of wider aerv10e. I 

guar antee be will make the 417 bon.ta rattle in Waabington, and tbat 

no lOil£&r will oJ!lioe and peaa1miate po1Dt tbe fiager of aoorn at 

I 

\ 
I 

our u:eoutive me.obinery • . J.n4 that maobine under bia dlreotive foroa 

will f'lmotlon not o~ wall but &1W81'1 forward i n tbt vital aervioe 

of bWIIIL.Dlty -- o.nd that apelle tha true prosreaaiTa. j 
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I have had tbo good for tune to Yilit noey at ate 

of t~ Union. l oen understand a.nd appreciate tho Juat pr14e 

wb1ob you men and wocton !rom tho li'eot and South feel in tbe 

aooomplhbr.ento of ::rour prosreuive leadore. B11t we, too; 

under tho inspiration of our GoYernor bt.Ye been 1n tho Yan of 

pr ogroea for bumenit:v. .UW8J& bia mind baa been oon~nrnod 

with tba condition of tbe lees fortunate. 

Under hie guicU.ug band our State b.u reoosnJsed 

b:r ita atatutoa that ita moat prioeleea aaoet to the life &n4 

health of ita wocen and children. He obta1ne4 lawe prohi b iting 

night work f or women and tbe OIIIJilo~nt of amall oh1ldron. HJ; 

aaoured a tote pena1ona for tlidowad mother a, and a.tate aid for 

the promot ion of t he health of rural oommu.nitiea. That 11 

progruaivel He haa BllOn&ored a pr&Gtio&l. Worblon' a Compensation 

Law, Fd baa oatabliahad Labor Boards to meOJ.ah dhputoa between 

ocplo:ver e.n4 emplo7~ he was re~rponeible tor 'tbe beet ta.o'tory 

laws anr paned 1n GD;J a'tau. '!'hat 1a prosreea1Tel tJnhr 

hia leaderahip, oo-opera't1Te markaUng, the exten.ton of nate 

hisbw~a. built tor a.ilea, not Toua. tha 41nraU1oat1on of 

oropa ana. tbe r etoreatation of denuded la.Dila baTe urobe4 hand 

in hand.. •tbat 1a t~rogron1Te ~ 
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In hie f ir at term as Governor, 8T8l7 Pmlll:1 

of additional appropriation pant to tba axtena1on 

of tbe eduoational aystam o1' the atate. o.n4 the 

publlo sohoola tBye inOreaead 1n tbe lr fao111t1 .. 

and 1n their standard of taaob.ina and aobolarabip 

mora than at an;y prartoue tt.me. f~& prograuinZ 

But wltb all thia, tbe effioiaDOJ' of b i a adm.1n.Latrat1n 

dapartmentl he.B bean suoh tbat bl waa able to polnt 

(.Jotl ll,.f,t;p,. ft. 
tho we:r for" the reoent aotlon of conaN&& b7 re4uo 1ng 

the 1noome tax of t hh at ate b7 twenty- fi"Ya per oont. 

and. the di rec t tax on land vo.luea tbrous:hout the atata 

b7 another tt~enty f 1Te per oant . -- a total of \)17 ;000;000. 

~hat 1a progressive, too. 



(" -

-. -
q,,.,,,-

'l'be moat pronounced at f r om Whiob tbe ooUDtry 

au:ffera todq 1a a l aok of oon:t14enoe in goYarnmont. !hil 

loaa of faith ar1He oh1efl 7 fnla tM :reprebllnaible aota, 

tbl l ow ooooeption of d.ut:v and tbt OOIDPlete l aak of leader-

abip of tboae now in poMr. Ve need aa President one 1D 

wboaa the matlu of the people , the great oroea-.. otion of 

J.l:!lerioen public opinion, will regain tboir loet fai tb. 'A'e 

need aa Praaldent not a man who wil l aat1ef7 eome orw Motion 

or aome one olaae; ~rralatieM of lab Ml ea,l11.:t 1 •~• 

;f&•t• ' R " the a 1 ts ! all .. , U•• Mil &cot ;I'U Hf itliR ae•, 

~ i'roblema bATe ariten acute ba7ond. the 4reau of our 

:fore:tatbera, and calling for the etn41' gu141ng hand of one 

mate up the 110;000;000 of our population. 
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Oont14onoo and faith euob e.a tbla baa been won 

b7 tbe Governor of tbia State. !be maaaoa of labor look to 

blm aa a protector an4. good friend. !be bonoat 'buainau 

man knows tbat ba baa na'Tar aoQg}lt paraonal preferment b7 

dame.gogio attack on bonaat buainan. !ba fan:~are Who in 

tbla State ralae oropa nl.'IUid at bUDdrah of allliona of 

dollare boar willlng tutiDOD7 to bia 7aara of aenloe in 

their bahAlC:'ns O·n tab Un 1'•l'D8 ~~ 

'a 41atwl' Uou of tb JUhU d 'b• f•~ tb1a 

feJ. th 1n bim, nn4. in hie fundamental. rugged hone at,., tbia 

knowldge of hie intuitln ab1lit7 to go down to tho heart of 

ttn7 problem, to offer eolutlona underatoo4 b7 , and for the 

ul.timate good of, the enrage man and WOlDil:ll -- tblae are tbll 

rouone wbJr thia man above aU otbera will bring orbr out of 

obaoa in the national. capital, an4 will renew the rupoot and 

aataam 1n wh10b our gonrnment ~ be hold b7 tho p~opla 



- 11 -

Bepublioana m~ haTI to go up and down tl» 

II / " 'I 

oountt7 explaining that theJ are; after al.1, in 1'aTOr of 

the OonatttuUon of the Uni ted Statea. Suoh action on 

our part ia 'llJlMI0888&r'f• Ria i~ a reoord of l&w en-

foroom~nt . 

ez:p1ai1li.D6"· 

Bo be1in·ea that our Oonatitution n"da no 

Hie reoord. of ~ 1•a.r• aa pub11o .aan ant 

prone that he atanda on tbe Oonet1tut1on from tne f1nt 

artiole t o the anenth, end. from the t1rat &~DtnAment to tbt 

nineteenth; inoluain . 

Wi th b1m •• oan wi n. 'l'!bia OoYernor of oure is 

the moat dangerous adnreary t bat the Republ1oan part;r eYer 

bad to fear; anA JOU, 1n Convention bore auembl~. owe i t to 

the nat i on to obooae a oandidate whOae n.e.. apella Yioto17. 

H;o baa boon elected to office an·enteen u.m... Oboaen OoYemor 

of thi s State ftrat in 1918, he autfered the onl.7 defeat of 

bia lons career 1.n 1920. But it waa a bfaat •o~ glor1oua 

than Yiotoey. 'lben our oa.tional ticket in tblt State of Be• 

York want down to defeat UDder a plu:talitJ' of one a1111on one 

Ke got one m.lllion 1110re YOhl than I did -- and I tab off _, 

bat to himl 
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OTu 500;000 people who •ote4 the Bepublioan 

national Uoket aplit their bo1lota to teat1f7 tbair 

un!17ing oonti4enoo in thh Damooratio OoYBrnor; an4 in 

1922, when man oama again to think olearl:r anc1. to ruaon 

aan~~lT; wben the blaok olouda of Srov.p b&tre4 ba4 been 

awept • ..,.. when aor41d appe&la to olau an4 raoe ha4 loat 

tbllll' nil apell; tbe people of thia State roea aaaill 1D 

their mtaht an4 n - elaote4 him OO"t'ernor b7 a pluralltJ' 

of 384;945; tbl largest pl urali\7 ner ginn an,y oan4i4ate 

for Oonrnor 1n the bieto17 of the Unite4 Statu. Thia ia 

an onrwbelmitlg demonstration of abil1t7 to command the 

oonfidenoe of the great electorate. 'fhia reoord ot hie ia 

the tal.lt of o1ttsens in ne17 atate; and when :rov. gin him 

the opportv.nit7 to appear before the larger elootornte of 

•••t ~~~&'orit,' of commonwealth~! 'ffhioh go to make up our 

Dation. 
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But there are other reaeone for this demonstrated 

.&11 the world lOTea a man wbo oarna bb own 

lll&oh of the rotWllle of L1nooln 11 1n the life a tor7 

of our Govemor . Born of AJ~~ertoan-born parenta he took upon 

hia ebouldere while etill a bo7 the rasponaib1lit7 for tho 

eupport of hia famil7. .&. wage- earner, toU.i.Dg with hill 

h&nde , thia man in the apao11 of twent7. 7eare; without 

fotune, without fo:rtuitoue aid , w1tb uothing to rel7 upon 

e%0ept hil own 1n4oaitable oouraa:e; bill own untl.aggJ.Dg 

pereenranoe; hie ow ugn~ioent &b1lit7, hae ri••n to 

be a oorrman411:18 end outat&Ddi.Dg figure in the life of the 

nation. ~hi• 1» ball done not with tbol u~ Ol' a 

u-cop., not with the w11 .. of a trioUter; but with a 

etate11man. can 70u oonoein a oueer -.ore appealillg to 

the imagination or to the ~eotiona; mon oaloulated to 

gtTe hope and oonfidenoe to taou wbo, 1n tbeee ti'J'blg timu; 

ban aoJMtimea doubted the etfioao7 or .U.riaan inetituUoJY! 
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It wae the 1lluetr1oue loodro• W1leon; .,. 

.Aaerio& 4~• not ooz» trOD tblt ·an.lTereitJ• It oocae• in 

U11 fe.otori .. anA the .Ul• -- roll1Jir8 on an4 aalning I 
TOlWJC UD.t11 it oomea to ue froa the bo• • of t be 

oocaon peopl•. • 

OQr GoTernor not oal7 repre••nt• tb• oo-.on 

p•opl• - - but ~ •mboU•• in hi• n~ bdns tb• aspiration• 

I 

I 

I 
tbl ni~ of .&Mr1oa -- ha bo:rna with tb• ttr• of a u,.tne 

bWII&Di t7 -- tha tire ltbiob .... produo•d tha ar•at .. t ot 

l•adtra ot th• damooraoi•• of tb• world. 

i 

J 
~ 

l 
I 

I 
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country na tiswd of 14eala -- thq wqed a oampa1gn bua4 on 

L- O>JI ' to pm!u4-lo~p!~ " •••oot>c oot of >oo11) 

..uA- M'Oeol:l'.iJII~~ouraae•nt of falu foue • 

..._rtoa baa not loot Mr f&i tb ib}4a&la -- idaal.im h of l»r 

of •otere are wa1t1l:l4" to4q for tb41 opportuni1;T Dext Bonlllbar 

to wreak tboir nngoanoo on t bon 4eoe1Tora -- thq await the 

opportunitJ" t.o aupport a IDilD wbo will rnurn ..._rioa to tJ:M; 

fold of tlooono7 and Ibala from wbi ob ahe haa atraJed, an4 who 

oan414ato will do -- hb 111 tl» qualit7 of militant 1 .. 4erah1p. 

Be b .. the ab1lit7 to O&m:P&18D and to campaign in tbl highe at 

and :flneat MDII&. Be haa tbt rare ponr to n::prau the gr.at 

f'wl4amontal. tru.thl~ in bo~l7 language oarqJ.ng 

ooDYioUon to tbe lllllltituU. a. baa a power to &trike at error 

and wrongdoinB tht.t maDe hia adn rea:riea quail before bJ.II. 

ainoni~ but tho rigbteouanua of What lit N¥1• a. 11 tho 

•Ba:pp7 Warrior" of tho pol.1t1oal battldhld. 

·-, 
I 



--·--..---- , 

- 115 -

J.ak 70ur Republ1oan frlanda whom tha;r would leaat 

lib to au nolll1Da1ia4 b;r tbla oonnnt1on. You will gat an 

anner that Will lead rou to lOTe the Gcrnmor of thla State 

for the fe&r that lui baa thrown into the oup of our adnraal'J'• 

Plotu.ra tba ooiDing oa.pe.!gn -- imlai:lne r1Dg1aa through tbl 

halla of thla ration tbl• un•a 4emmo1aUon of offlotal 

oorru.ptlon, of UD- .imerloan ieolatlon, of sordid tulffa for tba 

benefit of the few; attaotiaa aa onl7 M oan the Rapubl1oa.n 

onal~bt on the reaor n poware 'of the Stataa. Imagine hla 

thrust and hie genial suoaam burDlns out tba truth wbara all 

man oan en U;~tler IRII sf Ish ·~lt 1 •J tn t Gl'ah~ 

tbe waTt of undaratan41l:lg aDil of belief ln him wblob wUl follo• 

bla attpa. 

Plotun to rouraely .. thlt o&~Qp&Lgn. You will us 

•ltb IDI tba oouternation that lila nomination will bring to 

tba ranD of Bapubl1oan1aa and priTUts-, &DIS. tba a .. urauu ~ 

Da1100ratlo Tlotol'J' wblob hla DOII1nat1on will brl.Dg to u. 

hoata Of our own pal'tJ'. 

I 
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I aak you.r Jdgment .... I aak 70u to reDIS.u it 

in the spirit of dnoUon to the prinaiplaa of o\U' part:r; 

in tt. faith tbat all o1ti1ena are equal before the law; 

in the oo~Tiotion that the solid An•oorao7 of tbia nation 

will atanA without fear and •1tbout haeitation lopl~ 

behind tbe nominee of tb18 U.mooratio ConTention. 

If JOU will render 7our Ter41ot in tbat aaonll 

11100il 1 t can onl.7 be tor the nollin&tion of tbe -.n 'lfbom I 

prnent to you .... the ont &boTe all otbera Wbo bae Aemon.~trated 

hie iiOwer, hta ability to goTern; this leader Wbou Whole oaraar 

g1Tn oorrri.naing l'lroof of hie power to lead; tbil warrior wboaa 

reoor4 abo'tla him inTi.naibla in a.etanea of right ana. in attaok 

on wtong; tbia mm, belOTed by all ; trusted by all, respeotall 

~ 
b:r Ill; thia mm who ]] "'n' • ..., brina ue an oTanhalaiq 

4ad1oataa to tht nation -- our own .Ufnd. .K , Saitb, 
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To moot again so many friends 'Whom I have not aeon einoe 

tho last Domooratio National gathering gives me a thrill of pleasure . 

At that Convention where I myself received one of the highest honora 

of the p9.Tty I had the privilege or working and speaking on behalf 

of the b n Governor of New York . Today tour years later I carry the 

same rdsaion, presenting the sllme Governor a man in whose behalf the 

best argument is the man himself. 

At San Francisco, you Wlo were there came to know him as 

one greatly loved by hh state , whose personality and picturesque 

rise to high office produced, as you will remember, a spontaneous 

lf8.ve of good feeliug among the delegates from every section of our 

lo.nd . Today he has become rore than o. favorite son. He is known 

throughout the nation as one of the rea l leaders of whom many mi l

lions of Americana., re6ardleas or party, are proud. It has been 

suggested that we woul d attempt to sweep him t hrough to victory at 

this Convention upo n a wave of errot ional appeal. Let me a ssure you 

a.t the outset that I ehal l rr.a.ke no such endeavour . 

In the very suggestion however, there is tribute to the 

strength or this man. There is no need for one to portray the pro

found love which goe11 out to him rrom every c l ass and every section 

of the eow.munity. If you would know what the hearts or the masses 

hold for him; ask anyo ne when you leave t his session ; ask the woman 

who serves you in the shop; the banker who cashes your check; the 

man who runs your elevator; the clerk in your hotel; men, women and 

chil dren, rich or poor, high o r l ow, and you will be told with a 

convincing une.nimi ty t hat first in the affections of the people of 

this State , first far above all others aDi the power or others to 

attain, is the ma.n who ha.s been twice honored with election to t he 
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Governorship of the State of New York. And this is true of men and 

women not only in this State , but in every part of the Union where 

hi. s name has come to be a symbol for honesty, for deep understand

ing and fo r splendid service to the people . 

These are factors ; this is evidence which you, as j udges , 

o r rather as a great jury of 1400, assemble d here to render an un

bi ased verdict, must take i nto account . You a r e stewards o t a sacred 

truet . To you has been given the solemn tln:>fold duty of setting 

forth anew the principles of our party, and of choosing a atanda.rd 

bearer who will a t once give the greatest assura nce of ability to 

perform the functions of the Chie f Executive, and the greatest as

surance of victory. 

To be true to that trust we must b e true to ourselves and 

put from our hearts and minds every sordid consideration, every ig

noble personal prejudi ce and every individual allegiance to anything 

whatsoever other than the sacred principle upon which our country and 

our party stands . So , in our f'inal action, we shall put aside any 

appeal to any puaion or txl any prejudice. 

Our declaration of principles will unite every Deroaat and 

convince the o en and women voters of the United States that the time 

i s at hand when the guids.nce or our Government is to be entrusted to 

the hands of a Democrati c Congress. The depths to which our Federal 

Government has fallen has been well portrayed to you by my o l d friends, 

the Temporary and the PeTD'IAne nt Chairman of thi& Convention. Corrup

tion in Government is and will be one of the overshadowing ieeues. 

Our candidate must be able to stand upon that. Jdake no mistake , the 

country will remember that and the country wil l remember too , that 

on our Governor for over twenty years in public offi ce the white light 

of publicity has pitilessly beaten and revealed only spotless integrity. 
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Save tor those whose emnity is a badge of honor, he bas no enemies 

and his bitterest political adversaries have never charged him With 

the slightest deviation from the highest standard of political a.nd 

ethical morality aM the highest ideals of responlibility. 

And there is another phase. The country cries out in con• 

sternation and oonte.mpt over the continued diaaellsione between the 

Executive and the Legislative branches of the Government during the 

laat four years. In theory our Constitution provides a system of 

checks and balances. Under the complete lack of leadership i n a 

Republican White House and a Republican Capitol , we have had all of 

jJhe checks but none of the balaooea. 

Therefore we must give to the country a President exper

ienced in administration and capable of restoring team work and good 

will between the Executive and the Congress . These qualifications 

are rare b ut I submit to you no experioent. This man' s record is 

history; it has brought out tho highest coll\melndation f rom the oitizene 

of this ste.te~ men and women~ Republican and DenwJorat~ farmer and city 

dweller alike. That record was made doubly signifidant in his first 

term aa Gowrnor when he faced a Legislature wholly controlled by the 

opposite party ~ and agaim on his second term~ when he faced a Repub

lican Assembly. His ability to persuade and cooperate without e.band

ment of principle -- the very essence of leadership - proves that 

his inauguration as President would mark the beginning of a new era 

of good feeling and practical accomplishment between the President 

and the Congress of the United States. 

Nor can the disgraceful shortcomings of our Federal Gov

ernment be explained by oynioa and peaaimista who declare that •he 

conduct of public business cannot approach the efficiency ot private 
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busi nese. lfi th t hi s view I ta.lce det e rmined issue . 

Here in this State , through the leadership of this Gover 

nor , gove r nment al ef ficiency has so increased tha t the Executi ves of 

other State s have done us the hono r of see king to copy our model . He 

was a. pioneer fo r the budge t system. He was a pi oneer i n the r eor

gani z:ation and simpl ification of gover nment& 1 departments. Through 

it all hs has held up and strengthened the S)'Btem of promoti on in the 

Gov ermne nt service for merit only, am the appoi ntment to public 

office of men and women pre- eminently qua l ified for t he ir tasks . Be

cauee of his i deals and methods of government he has won not onl y the 

undivi ded s upport of hio own party , but the publ ic endorsement ... of 

great civic non-parti san bodies o f the City and State. 

Give this man the opportunity of wider servi ce , I guarantee 

he will make the dry bones rattle i n Washington, and that no longer 

will cynics and pessi mists point the finger of s corn at our executi v e 

machi nery. And that machine under hie directive foroe wil l 1\mction 

not only well but a l ,raya fonrard in the vital service of humanity - 

and that spells the true progressive . 

I have had the ,;ood fortune to viei t every ate.te in the 

Union. can underst.nd and a.pprecie.te the just pride which you men 

and women from the Vleet and South feel in the accomplishments of your 

progressive l eaders . But we., too , under the inspi ration or our Gov

e rr:lOr, have been in the van of progress for humanity. Always his mind 

has been concerned with the conditione of the l ess fortunate . 

Under his guiding hand our state has recognized by i ts 

statutuea that its most price )laa asset is the life and health of ita 

women and children. He obtained laws prohibi1;i ng night work to r women 

and the employment or small children. He secured State pensions for 

widowed lfothers o..nd State aid for the promotion or the health of rural 

communi ties . That is progreaaivel He has sponsored a practical 
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worlcnen ' a compensation law., and has established labor boards to 

mediate disputes between employer and employe; he was responsible 

for the best factory laws ever passed in any State. That i s pro

gressive I Under hie leadership oooperative marketi ng• the exten

sion of State highways built for miles not votes; diversification 

of crops and reforestation of denuded l ands have marched hand i n 

hand. That is progress! ve J 

I n his first tenn ae Governor every peany of additional 

appropriation 'Mmt to the extension of the educational system of 

the State., and the public echoole have increased in their facilities 

and i n their standard of tettching and scholarship more than at any 

previous time. This i s progresaivel But with all this, the effi 

ciency of the admiai atrative department has been such that he was 

able to point the way for the recent action of Congress by reducing 

the income t&:x of this State by 25% and t he direct tax on land 

values throughout the State by another 25% -- a total of $17 , 000 , 000. 

That is progressive too . 

The rro st pronounced ill from 'Which the country suffers 

today is the lack of confidence in government. This loss of faith 

arises chiefl y from the reprehensible acts, the low conception of 

duty and complete lack of leadership of those now in po'M)r. We 

need as President one in whom the masses of the people , the great 

oross - cection of American public opinion, will regain their lost 

faith . v.·e need as President not a man who will satisfy some one 

section or some one class; tile rela.tlons of labor and capital , the 

.£armer and the city dweller , the manufacturer and oonaumer, the rich 

and poor, have become so complex in our national life that problema 

have arisen acute beyond the dreams of our forefathers, and calling 

for the oteady guiding hand or one whooe voice will be heeded -.-
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by the vast majority of those who make up the 110, 000, 000 of 

our population. 

Confidence am faith such as this has been won by the 

Gav ernor of this State. 

The masses of labor look to him a.a a protector and good 

friend. The honest business man knows that he hae never sought 

personal preferment by demagogic attack on honest business. The 

farmers who in this State raise crops valued at hundreds of millions 

of dollars bear willing testimony of his years of service in their 

behalf aiding them to better living condi tiona and a more eooJX>mio 

distribution of the produce of the farm. This faith in him and i n 

his tu.ndamental rugged honesty, thie knowledge of his intuitive a 

bility to go down to the heart of any problem, to offer solutions 

understood by and for the ultimate good of the average man and wo

man -- these are the reasons whythia man above all others will bring 

order out of chaos in the national capitol and will renew the re

spect and esteem in which our Government should be held by the people 

whom it serves. 

Re publi call8 may have to go up and down the country ex

plaining that they are, after all, in favor of t he Constitution of 

the United States. Such action on our part is unnecessary. 

His ie a record of law enforcement . He believes that our 

Constituti on needs no explaining • . His record of twenty years as public 

servant proves that he stands on the Constitution from the First Ar• 

tiole to the Seventh and from the First Amendment to the lineteenth, 

inclusive. 

With him we can win. This Go"Verra:ent of ours ia tho most 

dangerous adversary that the Republican Party ever had to tear and 

you , in convention here assembled, owe it to the natioD to choose a 
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candi date whose name spells victory. He has been elected to office 

seventeen times . Chosen Go 'Oernor of this State in 1918 he suffered 

the only defeat of his long career in 1920. But it was a defeat 

more glorious than victory. When our national ticket in the State 

of New York went down to defeat under a plure.lity of 1 , 100, 000 he 

lost his State by only 74 , 000. He got one million votes more than 

I did - - and I take off my h&t to him-

Over 500, 000 people who voted the Republican N!ltional 

Tiokot split their b&llots to tostil'y their undying conflonoo in 

the Democratic Goveroor and in 1922 when we came again to think 

clearly and to reason sanely when the black clouds of group hatred 

had been swept away, when sordid appeals to class aDi race had.e lost 

their evil spell the people of this State rose again in their might 

and reelected him Governor by a plurality of 384 , 945 the largest 

plural! t y ever g iven any candidate for Goveroor in the history of 

tho United State•. 

This i s an over- whelming demonstration of ability to 

command the confidence of the great electorate. 

This record o£ his is the talk of citizens in every State , 

and when you give him the opportunity to appear before the larger 

electorate of the Union , the result in New York will be repeated by 

the vast majorities of Commonwealths which go to make up our na.tion. 

But there are other reasons tor this demonstrated success . 

All the 'WOrld loves a man who carves his own career. 

Much of the romance of Lincol n ia in tho life story of our Governor. 

Born of Americanborn parents , he took upon his shoulders while still 

a boy the responsibility for the support of his fa.mily . A wage 

earner, toiling with hie hands this man in the space of twenty years 

without fortune , without fortuitous aid, with nothing to rely upon 

oJtoept his own indomitable courage , hie own unflagging perae7ero.nce, 
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his own magnificent a bill ty , has risen to be a commanding outstand

i ng figure in the life or the nation. This he has done not w1 th 

the act of a demagogue , not with the wi l es of a trickster , but with 

a dignity, a knowl edge and a wisdom that demonstrated him a states

man. Can you concei ve a caree r more appeal ing to the imagine.tion 

or to the affections, more calculated to give hope and contidenoe 

to those who , in these trying times, have sometimes doubted the 

efficacy of American Institutions? 

I t was the ill ustrious Vtbodrow Wilson, my r evered chie f 

and yours who aa.id: 11 The great voi ce of America does not como from 

the university. It comes in a murmur from the hills and the v.oods , 

from the farms , the factories and the mills - - rolling on and gain

ing volume until it comes to us from the homes of the colNDOn people." 

Our Governor not only represents the common people - 

but he embodies in his very being the aspirations of the average 

man, so that, when he speaks with the voice of America, he burns 

with the fire or a divine humanity - - the tire which has produced 

the greatest of loaders of the democracies of the world. 

Four years ago lying oppon»ents said that the country was 

tired of ideals -- they waged a campaign, based on an appeal to 

pre,1udice based on the dragging out of bo~4.es and hobgol blins, the 

subtle encouragement of false fears . AJnerioa has oot lost her 

faith in ideals -- idealism is of her very heart• s blood , Tricked 

once we have been;millions of voters a.re waiting today for the op

portunity next November to wrea k their vengeance on those deceivers . 

They await the opportunity to support a m.n who will return America 

to the fold of decency and ideals from which she has strayed, and 

who will bring the Government back to the people. This our candi

date will do . His 1a the quality of militant leadership . He has 
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the ability to campaign and to campai gn in the highest and fi.noat 

sense. He hae the rare power to express the great fundament al truth 

and i deals in homely language carrying convicti on to the mul tl tude. 

Be has a power to strike at error and wrongdoing that make 

his adversaries 1uail before him. He has a personality that carrioe 

to every hearer not only the sinoeri ty but tho r ighteouenoas of 

what he says. He 1e the ''Happy Warrior" of tho political battlefield. 

Ask your Republ ican friends whom they would least like to 

eoe nominated by th• s Convention. You will get an &newer that will 

lead you to love the Gowrnor of this State from the fear that he 

has thrown into the camp or our adver sary . 

Pi cture the coming c8.ll'lpaign - - imagine r i nging through the 

halls of this nation this man• s denunciation of offical corruption, 

of un-American lsolation, of sordid tariffs fo r the benefit of the 

few, attacking as only he can the Republican onslaught on the 

reserve ?JWers or the States. Imagine his thrust and his genial 

sarcasm burning out the truth where a l l men can see it; the elo

quence of hia simple , olean-cut ora.tory; the wave of under sta.nding 

and of belief in him whi ch willfol low his steps. 

Picture to yourself thi a can paign. You will see with me 

the cons ternation that his nomination wi ll bring to the r anks of 

Republicanism and privilege , and the a.aeurance of Democratic victory 

which his nominat ion will bri ng to the lists of our own party. 

I ask your j udgment . I ask you to render it i n the spirit 

or dev:>tion to the principles of our pa r t y in the faith that all 

citizens are equal before the law, in the conviction that the solid 

Democracy of this nation will ata.nd without fear aul without hesi ta

tion loyall y behind the nominee of this Democ ratic Convention. 

If you will render your verdict in that aa.cred mood, it 
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can only be !'or tho nomination of the man lfhom I present to you -

the one above all others who hAs demonatrated hie power, hie ability 

to govern; this leader whose whole career &ivea oonvinoin& peoof of 

his power to lesdJ this wa.rrior whose record shows him invincible in 

defense of right a•d in a.ttflck on wrong; t.~is man, beloved by all , 

trusted by all., respected by all; this man who all admit o&n bring 

ua an overwhelming victory this year - - this an or destiny whom our 

State proudly dedicates to the nation - - our own 

ALFRED E. SII!TH 
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To meet &Fain eo many friends whom I have not seen since 
the last Democratic natlonel gathering gives me a thrlll of pleasure . 
At that Convention , where I myself received one of the hlgheet 
honors of the party, I had t he privilege of workln~ and speakin~ 
on behnlf of t he then Governor of Hew York . Today , four years 
l a t e r , 1 carry the saMe mission , !)resentlnrc t he SAme Governor , 
o rran i n whose behalf t he best argument La the man himself. 

At SenFr anclsco, you who wore there came to know hlm as 
one greatly loved by hie State , whose personali ty and picture sque 
riHe to hi gh office produced as you Will remember a epontaneoue 
wave of ROod foelinH; among the delegates from every section of 
our land . Today he hoa become more than a favorite son. He is 
known t hroughout the nation as one of the real leaders , of whom 
mllllone of Americans re,crardl~ss of party are proud . rt has been 
suggested that we wonld attempt to swee p him through to vlctory 
at thJ s Convention upon a wave of emotional appeal. Let rne 
assure y ou at the outset that I shall make no such endeavor, 

rn tne very SufJgestion , however , there 18 tribute to the 
strength of t his man . There is no need for ma to portray the 
profound lov'! wh ich g oes out to him frol!l every cl asa and ever y 
section of the coJTmunity. If you wonld know what the hearts 
of t he maseoe hold for him , ask anl•one ; when you leave this 
session ask the woman who ser ves you in the shop: the banker 
who cashes your check; the man who r uns your eleve tor; the clerk 
ln your hotel: men. women and children, rich or poor, high or low ; 
and you will be told with a convincing unanimity that first in the 
affections of t h e people of tni s state , fil·s t far above all others 
and the power of all others to atta in , i s the mon who has been 
twice honored with election to the governorship of the .3tate of 
Uev1 York . And this 1.8 true of l!len nnd women not only in this 
state , but Ln ever y part of t he Union wher e hie name has come to 
be a symbol for honesty , for deep understanding and tor splendid 
service to the people . 

The se are factors, this La evidence which you as Judges, 
or rather as a great jur y o f fourteen hundTed assembled here to 
render an unbiased verdict, must take into account . You are 
s t ewards of a eaored trust. To you has been gi ven the solemn, 
two- fold duty of setting for t h unew the principles of our party 
and of choosing a standard bearer who will at onoe gi ve the greatest 
assurance of ability to perform the functions of the Chief Execu
tive, and the greatest assurance of victory. 

To be true to that trus t, we must be true to ourselve s , 
and put from our hearts and minds every sordid consideration , 
every i gnoble personal p rejudice, and every individual allegiance 
to anything whatsoever other than the sacred principle upon whi ch 
our countr y and our party stands . So, in our final action we shall 
put aside any appeal to any passion or to any prejudice . 

Our declaration of principles will Wlite every Democrat 
and convince the men and women voters of the UJJ i ted States that the 
time is at hand when the guidance of our government La to be 
entr usted to the hands of a Democratic President and a Del!locrat!o 
Congress . The depths to whi ch our fede r al government has fallen 
have been well portrayed to you by my old friends. the t emporary 
and the permanent chal rmen of this Convention . Corruption Ln 
government Ls and Will be one of the ove rshadowing issues. Our 



candidate must be able to stand upon that. lJ:ake no mistake , 
the country will remember that , and the country Ylill remember, 
too, t hat on our Governor for over twenty ;:~ears in public of:ftae 
the white light of publicity has pitilessly beaten, and revealed 
only spotless integrity. Save for those whose enmity is a badge 
of honor, he has no enemies, and his bitterest political adver
saries have never charged him with the slightest deviati on from 
the highest standard of political and ethical morality and the 
highest ideals of responsibility . 

And there is another phase . The country cries out in con
sternation and cont empt over the coptinued d.laaen sions between 
the executive and the leg i slat ive branches of the government 
during the last four years . In theory our Constitution provides 
a system of checks and balances . Under tho compl ete l ack of 
leadership in a Republican \'/hi te House and a Republican Capitol, 
we have had all of the obecks but none of the balances. 

Therefore we must g ive to the country a Pr esident expe
rienced in adr:linistration and capable of restoring team "ork 
and good will between the Executive and the Congress , These 
qualifications are rare, but I submit to you no experiment. This 
man ' s reaord ie history; it has brought t he highest commendation 
f rom the oitizene of this state, men and women, Republican and 
Democrat , farmer and city d.,'eller alike . That record was made 
doubly significant in hie first term as Governor when he f aced a 
legislature wholly controlled by the oppoei te party, and again 
in his second term when he faced a Republican Assembl y. His 
ability t o persuade and to co-operate without abandonment of 
principle--the very essence of leadership - - proves that his 
inauguration as President would mark t he beginning of a new e ra 
of good feeling and practical ace omplishment between the :President 
and the Congr ess of the United States . 

Nor can the disgraceful short comings of our federal 
government be explained by cynics and pessimists who declare 
that the conduct of public business cannot approach the efficiency 
of private business . With this view I take determined tssue . 
Here in this state , through the le4dership of this Governor , 
~overnmental efficienoy hae so increased that t he exec uti vee of 
other states have done ue t he honor of seeking to copy our model. 
He was a p i oneer for the budget system. He was a pi oneer in the 
reorganization and s implification of governmental departments. 
Through 1. t all he bas held up and strengt hened the system of 
promotion in the governmen t service for merit only , and the 
appointment to public office of men and women preeminently 
ouali:fied for their tasks. Because of his !.deals and r.tethode of 
8-overnment, he has won not only the undivided support of hie own 
party but t he public endorsement of great c:ivic non-partisan 
bodies of the ci t,7 and state. 

Give t his man the opportunity of wider aervioe . I guar an
tee he will make the dry bones rattle in Washington. and that no 
longer will oyntcs and pessimists point the finger of acorn at 
our executive machinery. And that maobine under hie directive 
for ce will function not only well but alway s forward in the vital 
service of humanity --and that spells the true progresetve. 

1 have bed the good. fo rtune to vtei t every state of t he 
Union . I oan understand and apprectate t he just pride which y ou 
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men and women f r om the West and South feel in the accompliehmente 
of ,your progres sive leaders . But we, too , under t he lnepiratlon 
of our Governor have been in the van of progr ess fo r human! ty . 
Always hi e mind has been concerned with t he condition of the lees 
fortunate. 

Un der hie guiding hand our State has r ecognized by its 
statutes that ita mos t priceless asset is the life and health of its 
women and children. He obtained laws prohibiting ni ght work f or 
women and the employment of small children . He secured state pen-

~!~~:h f~~ ;~~8!o:~~~:es~nd T~!:t~a a;~o!~~a~~!e ~ro~~t~~~ ~;o~~~red 
a practic al Workmen ' s Compensation Law , and has established Labor 
Boards to mediate disputes between employer and employee ; he was 
r esponsib le for t he beet factory l aws ever passed in any s tate. 
That i s progressive: Under hie leadership, co- operative mar keting, 
the extension of state hi~hways , built tor mi l es , not votes, the 
diver eifioation of orops and the r eforestation of denuded lands have 
morched hand in hand . That is progr essive ! 

In h i s fi rst term as Governor , every penny of addi ti onal 
appr opria tion went t o the extension of the educationu.l s~stem of the 
s t ate , and the public schools have incr eased in t hei r facilities and 
in t hei r s tandard of teaching and scholarship more than at any 
p revious t i me . This l s pr ogressive ! But with all thi s , the effi
ciency of his administrative department has been such that he was 
able t o point the way fo r t he r ecent action of Congress by roduo 
ing the income tax of this stute by tweJ1ty• flve per cent. and the 
direct tax on land values t hroughout the state by another twent y
five per cent. --a total of e 17 , 000, 000 . That is progressive , too . 

'.rhe moat pronounced ill from whi ch tne country suffers today 
is a lack of confidence in g overnment . Thle loss of faith arises 
coiefly f r om the repr ehensible acts , the low conception of du ty 
and the complete l ack of leade rsh i p of those now in power . We 
need as President oae in whom the masses of the people , the great 
erose- section of American publi c opinion , •will regain t heir lost 
fa l th. We need as Pr esident n ot a man who will satisfy some one 
:aection or eome one c l ass; the relations of labor and capital, the 
farmer and the cit y dweller , t he manufacturer and consumer , the 
rich and poor, hsve become so complex in our national life that 
p r obl ems have arisen acute beyond the d r eams of our fo refathers, 
and calling for the steady guiding hand ot one whose voice will 
be heeded by the vast majority of t hose who make up the 110 , 000,000 

of our popul ation . 

Confidence ano. fai tn such as thle has been won by the Governor 
o! thls State . The maoees of labor look to him as a protector tlJ'Jd 
gooo. f ri end. The honest business man knows that he has never sougnt 
p ersonal preferment by o.emagogi c att ack on honest busine ss . The 
f armers who in this ~tate r aise c r ops valued at hundreds of millions 
of dollars bear willing testimony to hie year s of servic e i n their 
beholf, aiding them to better living conditions a:nd a more economic 
distriou tion of t he pr oduce of the farm. This faith in him , and in 
h ie fundamental r ugged honest y , this knowledge of his intuitive 
abil ity t o ~o down to t he heart of any probl em, to offer solutions 
under stood by, and i'or the ultimate good of, tne average man and 
woman- - t hese are t he reasons why this man above all others will bring 
order out of chaos ln the national capital , and will renew t ne respect 
and esteem in which our government should be held by the people whom 
it aervee . 
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Republicans may have t o go up and down the country explaining 
that they are , after all , in favor of t he Constitution of the 
United States. ~uoh actt.on on our part is unnecessary. Hie is a 
record of law enforcement. He believes that our Constitution needs 
no explaining. Hie record of twenty years as public servant proves 
that he stands on the Const ituti on from the first article to the 
seventh , ond from the first runendment to the nineteenth , Lncluelve. 

With him we can wln. Thi~ Governor of ours La the moat 
dangerous adversary t hat the Republican par t y ever had to :fear , 
e nd you , in Convention here assembled , owe lt to t he nation to 
choose a C'-ndLdate whose na.me spells victory. He hna been elected 
to office seventeen times . Chosen Governor of this Stnte first in 
1918, he anffored the only defeat of his long car eer in 1 920 . .dut 
it was o defeat more R"lortoua tb011 victory . When our national 
tlcket in the :ltate of Ilew York went down to defeat under a plllr slity 
of one mtllion one hundr ed thousand votes, he lost this ~tate by 

~~~Y m; 4h~0~o ~~m~ot o~~~ :~~: ~~ ;~!;ie m~~~ ;~:~d 1 t~!4R;:~:lfc!~ke 
national ticket split their bellots to testify t hei r undying confi 
dence ln t his llemocratic Coven1or; and in 1922 , when men came again 
to think clearl y end to reeaon sanely , woen the black clouds of 
group hatred had been swept awa:;, when sordid appeals to class and 
race had lost their evll spell, the people of this State rose again 
in their mi~ht and re - olected him Governor b;y e plurality of 
384,946, the ler~est pluralitl ever ~i ven a.>'J,\ candidate for Governor 
in the hietorl of t he \Jnited States . Tnie 18 an overwhelming demon
stration of ability to coDI!land the confidence of the great elec 
torate . This record of his is the talk of citizens in ever y state, 
o.nd when you !li ve him the opportunity t o appear before the larger 
electorate of the Union, t he result in rlev1 York will be r epeated 
b) the vest ma~ority of conxn.omreeltr.s which go to t!:ake up our nation. 

But there are other reasons for t his demonstrated success. 
All the world loves a man who carves his own career . Uuch o'f the 
rome.nce of Lincoln iB in the li f e story of our Governor . Born of 
Amertcan- born parent s h e took upon his shoulders while still a boy 
the reaponsibilit)' for the suppor t of his family. 4 wage-earner , 
toiltnJt with hie hands, this man in t he space of 20 yeare , without 
fortune , 'IIi thout fortui tou R aid , wi t h nothing to rely upon except 
his own indomitable ooura~te , hie own unflaggin g perseverance , hie 
own magnificent ability, has risen to be a co!l1nanding and outstand
ing f i gure in the lii'e of the nation. This he has done not wt. th 
the art of a demagogue , no t y;ith the wiles of a trickster , but with 
a dignity , a knowledp:e and a wi sdom that demonstrated him a s tatesman. 
Can you ooncel ve a career more appealing to t he imaginati on or to the 
affections, more calculated to f!ive ho,e ar1d COJ1:f'idence to those 
who , in t hese trJ ing times, have soC'Ietimes doubted the efficacy of 
American institutions. 

It was the illustrious lfloodroP.' Wilson , mJ revered Chief a.nd 
yours , who said , "The g r eat voice of Amer ica does not come from the 
Ulli vereity . It comee in a lllurmur from the hills and the woods , 
from the farms , the factories and t he mills-- rollin g on and gaining 
volume until it comes to us from the homes of the common people ." 

Our Governor not only represents the cor:rmon people--but he 
embodies in hie •ery belnv t ne aspirations of the aver age man. eo 
that when he speaks be epealts wit h the voice of Amert.ca- -he burna 
wt.th the fl.re of a divine humanity- - the fire which has produced the 



greatest of l eaders of the democracies of the wor ld. 

Four years ago lying opponents said t hnt the country was tired 
of ideals-- they waged a campaign based on an appeal to prejudice-
based on the dragging out of bogies and hobgoblins-- the subtle 
encouragement of false tear s . America has not lost her faith in 
i deals--ideal i sm is of her very heart's blood . Tricked once we 
have been--millions of voters are waiting today for the opportunity 
n ext November to wreak their vengeance on those deceivers--they 
await the opportunity to support a man who will r etur n Americ a t o 
the f old of Decency and Ideals from which she has strayed, and who 
will b r ing the government back to the peopl e . This our candidate 
will do--hie is the quality of militant l eadership . He has the 
abi l ity t o campai gn and t o campai gn i n the highest and finest sense. 
He hna tho rare power to express the great flu1darnental t r uths and 
ideals in homely language carrying conviction to the multi tude. 
He baa a power to str ike a t e r ror ond wr ongdoing that makes hie 
adver saries quail before him. He has a personal! ty that carries 
t o eve ry hearer not only the sincerity but the righte ousness of what 
he says . He is the "Happy Warrior" of the political battlefield. 
Ask your Republican friends whom they would least like to see 
nominated, by this convention . You will get an WlBwer that will 
lead you t o love the Gover nor of t his State for the fear that he 
hae thrown into the camp of our adversary. Picture the coming 

::f;ire~~~~~~~r~n r~~s~~~i~r;~u~~r~~;t~~~:s o~f u~~!!e~~~~~n i;~~!u on , 
of sordid t ariffs f or t he benefl t of the few, attacking as only he 
can, t he Republican onslaught on t he r eserve powe rs of t h e States . 
I magine his thrust and his genial sarcasm burning out the truth 
wher e all men can see it ; the eloquence of his simple , clean -cut 
ora tory ; the wave of under standing and of bel ief in him which will 
fol l ow his steps . 

Picture to your eel vee this campaign . You will see with me 
the consternation that hie nomino.tion will br ing to the r anks of 
Republicanism and privilege, and the assurBJlce of Democ ratic victory 
with his nomi nation will bring to the hosts of our own part y . 

I ask your judgment-- ! ask you t o r ende r it 1n t he spi rl t of 
devotion to the pri nciples of our party , in the faith that all 
citizens are equal before the law; in the conviction t hat t he solid 
democracy of this nation will s t and without fear and without hesi 
tation loyally behind the nominee of t his Democratic Conventi on . 

If you will render your verdict in that sacred mood it c an 
only be for the nomination of the man whorn I present to you-- -the 
one above all others who has demonstrated hie power, hi s ability 
to govern; this leader whose whole career gi vee convincing proof of 
hie pol'l'er to l ead; thie warr ior whose r ecord shows him invincible 
in defense of right and in a t tack on wrong; this man , beloved by 
all , trust ed by all , respe cted by all ; this man who all aa.m.i t can 
bring us an overwhelming victory this year---thU man of destiny 
whom our State pr oudly oed1oatee to the notion--our own Alfred E . Smith. 
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To meet o.gain so mny f riends whom 1 have not 

seen sinoe the last JJemooratio national gathe ring gives 

me a 'thrill of pleasure. At that Convention, \Vbere I myself 

received one of tho highest honors of the party , 1 had the 

privilege of working o.nd speaking on behalf of the then 

Governor of !lew York. 'today , f our years later , I car ry 

the saoe mission, preaonting the Slll!!e Governor , a ms.n in 

'r1hose behalf the best argt.U:~ent is the mB.n himself. 

At Son .b"ranoisco , you who nere there came to 

kno;·t him as one greatly loved by his State , whose personality 

[Mi pi.ctnrea qn& l"ie& •·e lloic;:b cf -<>i~produoed as you will 

remember a spontaneouo wave of s ood feeling among the delegates 

f rom every section of our land . ~ode.y he hoe become more 

than a favorite oon. lie i s knatm t-hroughout t:he nation as 

one o:r the real leaders, of whom oillions of Americans regardles 

of pc.rty are proud. 1 t has been suggested that we vtould 

attempt to sweep him through to victory et thia uonvention upon 

a wave of emotional o.ppeal . Let me assure you c.t the outset 

that I alu!.l l malte no auoh endeavor. 
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In the very suggestion, howeve r , there is t r ibute 

to the strength or this man. There is no need f or me to 

portray the profound love ;Jhioh goe e out to him from every 

c l ass and every section of t he community . If you would 

know what the hearts of the masses bold for him, ask an,yono ; 

when you leave this session ask the \·;oman who serves you in 

the s hop; the banker vtbo cashes your check; the mon who runs 

your elevator; thD clerk in your hotel; con , women and children , 

rich or poor, high or low; ond you will be told wi tb a 

convincing uno.ni mity that f i r st in the atfeotione of the people 

of this state, f irst far above all others and the power of all 

othe r s to attain, is the man who has been twice honored with 

election to the governorshi p of t he State of Uew York . And 

this is true of men and Vtomen not only in thi3 state, but in 

every pert of the Union \'/here his name has come to be a symbol 

f or honesty, f or deep understanding and f or splondid service 

to t ho people. 
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These are factors, this is ev idence which you 

as judges , or rather ae a great jury of fourteen hundred 

assembled here to render an unbi ased verdict, must take into 

account . You are stewards of a sacred trust . To you has 

been g iven the sol emn, two- fol d duty of setting forth anevt 

the princi ples of our po.rty and of chooetna a standard bearer 

who Ylill at onoe g ive the g r eatest assurance of ab111 ty to 

perform the f'unctions of t he Chief Executive , and the gr eatest 

assuranc e of victory. 

To be true to that trust , we must be true to 

ourselves . and put f rom our hearts and cinds every sordid 

consideration, every ignoble personal pre JudiO ftJ.>l and every 

individual alleg iance to anything whatsoever otho r than the 

sacred principle upon which our country c.nd our party stc.nds) 

So , in our nnal action we s hall put aside any nppeal to any 

passion or to any prejudice . 



And in regard to t his platfor m I mmt i n all s i ncerity to say a wo r d 

to you , my fel l ow Delegates - y ou , equally , l"lho come f r om the great 

cities of the East , and f r om the pl a i ns and hills of the ·.;est , f r om 

the slopes of the Pac i f i c and f r om the homes and fie l ds of the 
I 

southland - I ask you i n all sinceri ty , i n ball oting on that pl atform 

to keep firs t i n your hear ts and mi nds the v1ords of ..;.braham Lincoln. 

" •V ith malice t owards none - v1ith c har i.ty to al l. " 
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7l<./_h.~ ~,(_-, .< NL a.Y~/>r /b.107orrd..J 
~:r ilil a.l&P&t.j,ga ei' ..Jiinei,~4w111 unite every 

Democrat a nd convi noe the men and \:ooen voter s of the 

United States t hat t he .tif:lEI !a at hnnd when the guidance of 

our goverrunent is to be entrusted to the hando of n Democratic 

-- - ® 
l' res ident and a Dettocratic Congress . The dep ths to which 

our f ederal GOve rnment ~fallen have been m3ll portrayed 

to you by my ol d f riends, t he teJI!!.>orary and the permnnont 

cbaircen of this Convention . Corrup~ion in government i s 

and \:ill be one of the oYersbadowi ng issues . Our eo.ndidc.te 

r.IUSt be able t o stand upon ~t. :..:ake no cia take , the 

country \1111 receober ths) and the coWl try \"Till remember , too, 

t hat on our Governor f or over t \·:enty years i n public off ice 

the Ytbito lig ht of publ icity has pitilessl y beaten, and 

"~· revoolod,..onl y spotless integri ty. Save for those whose 

enmity is n badge o1' honor , he nas LaO enemie~d hie bitterest 

politionl adversaries have never oharced him with the slightest 

deviation from t he highest standard of political and ethical 

morality and t he hi ghest ideals of responsibilit:J 
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And thore is another phase. Tbe country cries out in 

oonsternattonF aafth•a over the continued dissensioue between 

the executive and the legislative branches of the government during 

the l ast four years. In theory our Constitution provides a system 

of checks and bal ances . Under the c omplete l aok of leader ship in 

a Republican \'Jhite House o.nd a Republ ican Capitol, vse hnve had all 

of the checks but none of the balances . 

Therefore we must g ive to t he country a .Fresident 

~~iOJl!iliO il'l &a.m!B1s"tlre:'tlie3 c apable of re storing team work 

o.nd good will betv1een the Executive and the Congress. These 

qualifications are rare, but I suboit to you no expericent . This 

man ' s record is history; {St has brought the highest oor:u::endetion from 

the citizens of this state , men and \"/Omen, Republic an and Democrat, 

farmer and city dweller ali~ That record was made doubly sisnificant 

in his first term as Governor \"/hen he fn.oed a legislature \"Jholly 

controlled by the oppoai te party. end agai n in his second term \"!hen 

he faced a Republican Assembly . Ria ability to persuade end to 

co- o:perate Y!i thout a~nt !!._f pri~ple -- the very essence of 

leadership -- proves tho.t hie inauguration ae President v;ould mo.rk 

the beginning of n nor~ ora of c ood feeling o.nd pr actical aococpliehment 

bot,·Ieen too President and the Congress ot tho United States . 



nor can the disgraoefu1 shortcomings of our federal 

goverllDent be explained by cyni cs and pessi oists v1ho declare that 

tho oonduot of public business cannot a pproeoh the effioienoy of 

private business. '1/ith this vie\·1 I take determined issue . Here 

in thiB s t ate , through the leadershi p of thia governor, @o'WornmeJ?i·e' 

effio i onoy has so i ncreased tho.t the executives of other states 

have done us the honor of seeking to copy our model . He wee a 

pioneer f or the budget system. He \'/O.S a pioneer in the reorganization 

and s implificat ion of govermtentkl. dor ertmonts. Through it e l l he 

has held up and strengthened the systec of promoti on in the govern

ment servioo f or merit only , and the appointoent to public off ice 

of men and women pree·mnently qualified for their tasks. Because 

of his ideals and methods of gove~, he has non not only the 

undivided support of hi\·1 o\·m !)arty but the public endorsement of 

g roat c i vic non- partisan bodies of the city and state . 

Give this oan the opportunity of widor service . 

guarantee he will cake the dry bones rattle in \lashi l'l{:ton , and t hat 

no lor.ger will cynics and pessioists point the finger of scorn e t 

our executive mo.chinory. .And that mnchiue under his direc tive force 

\"till function not only well but a l nays forward in the vital service 

of humanity -- ts.11d that spells tho true !)rogreesivo. 
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I have had the g ood fortune to vie! t every state 

of t~ Uni on. I cen understand and appreciate tho juat !)ride 

which you men and \loman f rom the ,vest and South feel in the 

aooompliahments of your progressive leaders . But we , too, 

unde r the i nspiration of our Governor have been in the van of 

progress for humanity. Always his mind has been concerned 

with the condition of the l ess fortunate. 

Under his guiding hand our State has recognized 

by 1 te statutes that its most priceless asDet is the life and 

health of its \:omen and children. lie obtained laws prohibiting 

night work f or women and the emploYtlEint of smell children. He 

secured state pensions f or \'Jidowed mothers , and state aid for 

the promotion of the heal th of rural comnnmittes . ~hat is 

progre sa 1 ve ! He has spons ored a practical Uorkrnon ' a Compont3nt i on 

Law, Fd lulo eete.bliehed Labor Boards to mediate disputes bet\'leen 

ecployer and employ~ he uas responsible f or the beat fac tory 

l aws over raased in c.ny state . That is prog recaive! Under 

hie leadership , co- oy;erat ivo me.rke ting , the extension of state 

h!ghwo.ye , built for miles, not vot es, the divors1fioat1on of 

orope and tho rotorostotion of denuded l ands hnvo t'.e.robo4 hand 

in hand . '.chot 1o l"rog ro uaivo : 
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In his f irst term as Governor , every POllllY 

of additional appropriat ion \'lent to the extension 

of the educational oystem or the state , nnd tho 

publi c seboole mvo increased in their fao ilitiee 

and in t heir standard of teaching and scholarshi p 

more tho.n at ~ previous time. Tb.alis progressive! 

But wi th all this , the effic iency of his ad.minlatrative 

de partments has been auch that he was able to point 

t.••tittt.f,t;pillrt.. 
the nay for,~~~ the recent action of Conaress by reducing 

the inoomo tax of this state by twenty- five per cont . 

and the direct tax on land vo.luea t hroughout the state 

by another t\'zenty five per cent. -- a total of ~17 ;000 , 000 . 

That is pr ogr essive, t oo. 
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.tY/11•Jt'/ 
The most pronounced .a:!. f rom \7hioh the country 

eu1'fere today is a lack of confidenoe in g overnment. This 

lose of faith arises chiefly from the reprehensible o.ots, 

the low oonoeption of duty and the complete l sok of l eader-

ship of those now in po\·.er. "ile need as President one in 

whom the masses of t he people, the great cross- seotion of 

American publi c opinion, will regain their lost faith. rle 

need as President not a man \lho will satisfy some one section 

or some one class; ~lfr:relaU;B£!1 of label ani eapi:'tt&a: 1 ~M 

~ ~roblems have a risen acute beyond the dreams of our 

forefathers , and calling for the steady guiding bond of one 

whose vo ice will be heeded by the vast maj ority of those who 

make up the 110 ;000;000 of our population. 
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Confidence and faith auob as this bas been won 

by the Governor of tbie State . The masses of labor look to 

hia as a protector and good friend. The honest business 

man knows that he nae never sought personal pr eferment by 

demagogic attack on honest busine ss. The farmers who in 

this State raise orops valued at hundreds of millions of 

dollars bear willina testimony to his years of service in 

their behalC.A1ng h g m to better 11'11»8 CICI~ns-ttnd-8. 

JIIO»e economie au+ra~tou of the !l!'BillU o f the fa~ This 

fat th in him, and in hie :fundamental rugged honesty , this 

knowledge of his intuitive ability t o go down to the heart of 

any problem, to offer sol utions understood by , and for the 

ultimate good of, the aver age man end woman -- tl.,se are the 

reasons ,.1by this man abovo a ll others Vlill brin g order out of 

ohaos in the national oapit a l , end wi l l renew the reapeot and 

esteem in whioh our government ~ be held by the people 

whom it serves. 
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Republ icans may have to go up and dovm the 

If / .. 

ooWlt%7 explaining that t hey are, after all, in favor of 

the Cons titution of the United States. Suoh action on 

our part is unneoessoxy. His is a record of law en-

forooment. He bel ieves that our Constitution needs no 

explaining. His record of f;:;.ty years as public servant 

proves that he stands on the Constitut ion from t he f irst 

ar ticle to the seventh, and from t he f irst amendment to t he 

nineteenth , inalusive . 

With him we oan wi n. This Governor of ours is 

the most d..angerous advers ary that the Republican party ever 

had to fear , and you, in Convention here ass embled, O\VS it t o 

the nation to choose a candidate whose name spells victory. 

He bas been elected to office seventeen times . Chosen Governor 

of this State first U1 1918 , be suf fered the only defeat of 

his long oareer in 1920. But it was a defeat more glorious 

then viotory. \'/hen our national tioket in the State of llew 

York went down to defeat under a plurol.i t;y of one million one 

hundred t houeo.nd votes, he lost this State by only 74 , 000. 

He got one mi lli on more votes than I did .. .. ond I t ako of f my 

hat to himJ 
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Over 500 ;000 people who voted the Republican 

national ticket split their bcl.lots to testify their 

undying oonfidenoe in t his Democra t ic Governor: and in 

1922 , when men came again t o t hink clearly and to reason 

sanely, when the black c louds of sToup hatred had been 

swept away, when s ordid appeals to class and race bnd los t 

their evil spell ; the people of this State rose agai n in 

their might and re-elected him Governor by a pl urality 

of 384 ;945 ; t he largest plurality ever given any candidate 

f or Governor in the history of the Unit ed State s . This is 

an overVIhel ming demonstration of e.bili ty to command the 

oon!idenoe of the great elector ate . This record of his ie 

the talk of citizens in every s tate ; o.nd when you give nim 

the opportunity to appear before the larger electorate of 

the Union , the result in New York will be repeated by the 

vas t maJori ty of commonwealths ,.thioh go to make up our 

nation. 
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But there a re other reasons for this demonstrated 

suooeee . All the world l oves a man who carves hie own 

career. l!Uoh of the romance of Lincoln is i n the life story 

of our Governor. Born of Amer1fan- born parents ho took upon 

his shoulders while s till a boy the responsibility for the 

support of his fsmily. A wage- earner, toiling with hie 

hands, thiS man in the space of twenty years. without 

totune , llithout fortuitous aid , wi th nothing to rely upon 

except hie OVIIl indomitable courage; hie own unflagging 

persever ance , hie o~m cagnificent ability , has risen to 

be a commanding and ou tetanding figure in the life of the 

nation. ~this ts bas done not \':1 th the ar't o:r a 

a.emagogue, not with the wiles of a trickster, but with a 

dignity, a knowledge and a wisdom that demonstra te; him a 

statesman. Can you conceive a career more appeal ing to 

the imagination or to the a:f'fections, more caloul.ated to 

give hope and confidence to tncee who, in these t eying t i mea; 

have sometimes doubted the efficacy ox .imBrican institutions? 
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It was the 1lluetr1oua Woodrow Wilson, 71f$ 

revered Chief and yours, who said; "The great voice of 

America does not come from the university. It oomes in 

a murmur from the hil.ls and the woods, f rom the farms; 

the factories and the mills -- rolling on and gaining 

volUlJt. until 1 t comes to us from the home e of the 

OOIIIDOD peOple •" 

our Governor not only represents the common 

people -- but he embodies in his very being the aspirations 

of the average man, eo that when he speaks h& speaks with 

the voice of .America - - he burns with the fire o'f a divine 

human! ty -- the fire which baS produced the greatest of 

leaders of the demooraoie e of the world. 
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Jlour years ago lying opponents said that the 

country was tired of ideals -- they waged a campaign based on 

~to pm,ua.te-~ga the d»88sing oat of 'hogtea 

..aRil M'bgelalt-il/l~noouragement ot false fears. 

America has not lost her faith m.fdea.ls -- idealism is of ber 

very heart's blood. Tricked onoe we have been -- millions 

of voters are waiting today for the opportunity next November 

to wreak their vengeance on those deceivers - - they await the 

opportunity to support a man who will return America to the 

fold of Decency and Ideals from which she bas etrayed, and who 

will bring the government back to the people. This our 

candidate will do -- his is the quality of militant leadership. 

He bas the ability to oaz:;pe.ign and to campaign in the highest 

and finest sense. He bas the rare power to express the great 

fundamental truths~•~·"~ in homely l anguage carrying 

oonviotion t o the multitude. He has a power to strike at error 

and wrongdoing that makes his adversaries quail bet'ore him. 

He baa a personality that carries to every bearer not onl.:y the 

sinoerity but the righteousness of' what he says. He is the 

".Happy Warrior" of the political battlefield. 
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Ask :your Republican friends whom they would least 

like to see nominated by this convention. You will get an 

answer that vtill l ead you to love the Governor of this State 

for the fear that he has thrown into the camp of our adverao:cy. 

Picture the coming campaign -- imagine ringing through the 

halls of this nation thi s man!s denunciation of official 

corruption , of un .. Amerioan i sol ation, of sor did tariffs for the 

benefit of the fa"; attaok1ng as only be can the Republican 

onslaught on the reserve pO\'Jer s of the States. Imagine his 

thrust and his genial aaro.asm burning out t he truth where all 

men can Boo it;L;;:: oh'!"OJJOO of !tis o<mp'o, o'""D o~t onier0 

the wave of understanding and of belief in him \'!hioh will f ollow 

his steps . 

Picture to yourselves this campaign. You will see 

wi tb me the conster nation tha t his nomination will bring to 

the ranks of Republicanism and privilege, and the assurame at 

Demooratio victory wbicb biB nomination will bring t o tbe 

boats ot our own party. 
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I ask your Judgment -- I ask you to render 1 t 

in the apirit of devotion to the prinoiplea of our par ty; 

i n the faith that all oi tizens are equal before the law; 

in the conviction that the solid demooraoy of this nation 

will stand without fear and wi thout hesitation loyally 

behind the nominee of thiS Democratic Convention. 

If you will render your verdict in that sacred 

mood 1 t can only be for the nominat ion of the man whom I 

present to you -- the one above all others who baa demonstrated 

hie power, hie ability to govern; this leader whose whole career 

g ives convino i ng p roof of his por1er to l ead; this warrior vthose 

record shows him invinoible in defense of right and in attack 

on wrong; this man , beloved by all , trusted by all, respected 

~ 
by ell ; this man who P1 l edmu -Nfl bring us an overwhelming 

vic tory thi a year - - this men of destiny vJbom our State proudly 

dedicates to tbe nation -- our O\m Alfred ~. Smi tb. 

*-A/~ Jf7~L 
12 <,/ 
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To oeot aao.in eo IllDJ'l7 f riends '':hom 1 lw.vo not 

aeon stnoo tho last JJemocratio ne.tional g&the ring t;ives 

mo o. thrill of pl easure . At that uon-.;ention, \'lhe re 1 m;ysel:f' 

reooivod one of tho highest honors of the ].'lnrty . 1 had tho 

privilose of •:1ork1ng und e~eal:illJ' op behalf of tho then 

Governor of liew :t'ork. ·today , four years l c.tor , I carry 

tho snr.1o r.1.i:::c1on , r>rosonting the srure Governor , a t.'!on in 

\'/hose behalf the best ar~JUrtont is the D&n hiosolf . 

At Son .rrenoieco, you rzho -.;ere there CC..."ll to 

kno~1 him as one g reatly loved by his Stc.to, whose yersone.li ty 

G~o ph 1'llTQ\"'!"; l'i:ee ··e Aigb g"'...,.i~r-rodnced us you \fill 

rooomber a 3!lontanoou:J VIO.vo oi' t;ood feclino 6r.lOllS' the delego.tos 

froo every scotian of our l and. ~odey he has boooLto r:1ore 

thon a favorite oon. He is knorm 1..hroughout '&he rw.'&ion ns 

one o:i.· tho real lao.dors , of' \'thorn nill ions of Ar.mrioc.na rocnrdle3 

of :pcrty are proud . l t has been suegested that \'10 \"IOUld 

attempt to sneer hit:l throuzh to victory c.t this uon.,ontion upon 

a rtavo of eoo'tionel appeDl . !.et me o.ssure you et tho outset 

tho.t I shell ooJ:o no suob endeavor. 
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In the very suggestion; however; there is tribute 

to the strength or this man. There 1S no need for me to• 

portray the profound love v;bioh goa s out to him from every 

olass and eveey section of the community. I f you would 

know what the hearts of the masses hold for hi m, ask anyone; 

when you leave this session ask the woman who serves you in 

the shop: the banker who cashes your check; the man who runs 

your elevator; the c lerk in your hotel; men, women and children, 

rich or poor, high or l ow; and you wil l be told w1 th a 

convincing unanimity tbat first in the affections of the people 

of this state, first far above all others and the power of all 

others to attain, is the man who bas been twice honored with 

elec tion to the governorship of the State of llew York. And 

this is true of men and VJomen not only in this state , but in 

every part of the Union where his name has come to be a symbol 

for honeaty, for deep understanding and for splendid eervioe 

to the people . 
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These are f'o.otors, this ia evidence which you 

as judges, or rather as a great jury of' fourteen hundred 

assembl ed here to render an unbiased verdict; must take i nto 

aooount . You are stewards of a sacred trust . To you has 

been given the solemn, two-fold duty of setting forth o.nev1 

the principles of our party and of choosing a standard bearer 

who will at once give the greatest aasuranoe of ability to 

perform the fUnctions of the Chief Executive , and the greatest 

asauranoe of victory. 

To be true to that trust, we must be true to 

our eel vee, and put f rom our hearts and cinds every sordid 

consideration, every ignoble personal prejudioe,plo.nd every 

individual allegiance to anything whatsoever other than the 

sacred principle upon which our country and our party stonds) 

So, in our f i nal action VIe shall put aside any appeal to e.n.y 

passion or to e.n::y prejudice . 



And i n r egard to t his platform I wont in al.l einoeri ty 'to say a word 

to you, my fel low Deleg ates - you, equally, who oo~ f r om the great 

cities of the East , and f rom the plains and hills of the West , from 

the elopes of the .Pacific and from the homes and fields of the 

southland - I ask you in all s inoeri ty, in balloting on that pl atform 

to keep first in your hearts and minds t he words of Abraham Lincoln. 

11Wit b malice towards none - with oha.rity to all." 
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And there is another phase. ~he country cries out in 

oonsternationFae:ah-a over the continued dissensions between 

the exocutive and the legislative branches of the government dur1Dg 

the last four years. In theory our Constitution provides a system 

of checks and balances. Under the complete laok of leadership in 

a Republican White House and a Republican Capitol, we have had all 

of the checks but none of the bo.J.o.nces. 

Therefore we must give to the country a President 

c;;a"&io~ui is ai1.J:il:atstn:a'tiia3 capable of restoring team work 

and good will between the Executive and the Congress . These 

qualifications are r are , but I submit to you no experiment. This 

man's record is history; Et has brought the highest ootu:!endation from 

the citizens of this state , men and \·1omen, Republican and Democrat, 

farmer and city dweller alike] That record was made doubly significant 

in his first term as Governor when he faced a legislature wholly 

controlled by the oppoei te party. and age in in his second term when 

he faced a Republican Assembly. His ability to persuade end to 

co-operate without a~nt !!_f principle -- the very essence of 

leadership -- proves tho. t hie inauguration as President v:ould mark 

the :beginning of a now era of sood feeling and pro.otioal accompli shment 

between the President and the Congress of the United States. 



llor oan the di sgraoeful shorto omi ngs of our federal 

government be explo.ined by cynics and pessimists who declare that 

the conduct of publ ic business cannot a pproach the efficiency of 

private business . With this view I take determined issue. Here 

in this state, through the leadership of this governor, iJA'II'ergmpp+ q 1 

efficiency bas so increased that the executives of other states 

have done us the honor of seeking to copy our model. He was a 

pioneer 'for the budget system. He was a pioneer in the reorganization 

and simplification of govern..ment#'1 departments. Through it all he 

has held up and etrel'l6thened the s ystem of promotion in the govern

ment service f or merit only, and the appointment to public Office 

of men and women pre8Qinently quali fied fo r their tasks. Because 

of hi s ideals and methods of gove~, he has r~on not only t~e 

undivided support of hiw O\m party but the public endorsement of 

great civi c non- partisan bodie s of the city and state. 

Give this .can the opportunity of Vlider service . 

guarantee he will make the dry bones rattle in \loahington, and that 

no l onger v1ill cynics and pessi mists point the finge r of scorn a t 

ou r executive machinery. And that mnohi ne under his dir ective foroe 

will i'Unotion not only well but a l ways forward in the vital service 

ot human! ty -- tslld that spells the true progress! ve . 
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I have had the good fortune to visit every state 

of t~ Union. I o8n Wldersta.nd and appreciate the just pride 

which you men and women from the West and South fee l in the 

accomplishments of your progressive leaders. But we, too; 

under the inspiration of our Gover nor have been in the van of 

progress for humMity. Al ways his mind bas been concerned 

with the condition of the less fortunate . 

Under his guiding hand our State has recognized 

by its statutes that its most priceless asset is the life and 

health of its v1omen and children. He obtained laws prohibiting 

night work for women and the employt!lent of small children. He 

secured state pensions for \'tidowed mothers , and s.tate aid for 

the promotion of the health of rural communities . That is 

progressive! He has sponsored a prao tical Workmen ' a Compensation 

Law, fnd hila established Labor Boards to mediate disputes between 

et~ployer and employ~ he was resp~nsible for the best factory 

lo.we ever passed in nny ata'te . That is progressive ! under 

his leadership, co-operative marketing , the extension of state 

highways, built for miles, not votes , the diversification of 

orops ond tho roforoetation of denuded lands have mo.rcbed hand 

in ho.nd. 'that lo progrousive: 
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In hie f irst term as Governor, every penny 

of additional appropriation:went to the extensi on 

of tho educational system of the state, and the 

publ ic schools m.ve increased in their faoilities 

and 1n their standard of teaching and scholarship 

more than at any previous time. ~balta pr ogressive! 

But with all this, the efficiency of hi s administr ative 

depertmentJ' bas been euch that be was able to point 

a,.t~. flllfit;p ... r~ 
the way for~ the recent aotion of Congress by reducing 

the inoome tax of this state by twenty- five per cont . 

and the dir ect tax on land vcl.ues throughout the state 

by another tVIenty five per cent. -- a total of 017;000;000. 

That is pr ogressi ve , too. 
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~~.,,.-
The most pronounced £1!!. f rom which the country 

suffers todq is a laok of' confidence in government. This 

loss of faith arises chiefly frotp the reprehensible acta. 

the low ooooeption of duty and tm complete l eek of l eader-

ship of those now in pov.er. 'ile need ae President one in 

whom the masses of the people, the great oros8-aeot1on of 

American public op inion, will regain their lost faith . VIe 

need as President not a man who will satiaf7 some one section 

or some one c lass ; §rr releti gBB of labot ena e&J't-;,&1 ; tfte 

tM :PieA om' poor , M:Ye 'heooee B9 90ifl~lex 1& eur nauotlal 

~ rroblems have arisen acute beyond t he dreams of our 

forefathers, and calling f or the steady guiding bo.nd of one 

Whoa a voice will be heeded by the vast majority of those who 

make up the 110 ;ooo ;ooo ot our population. 
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Con:fidenoe and faith euoh as this has been won 

by the Governor of this State. The masses of labor look to 

him as a protector and good friend. Tbe honest business 

man knows that be JlaB never aou.g~t personal preferment by 

demagogic attack on honest business . The farmers who in 

this State raise crops valued at hundreds o"! millions of 

dollars bear willina testimony to his years of service in 

their behal~1'A8 +bam to be+ter , ivins oantlU!e~d--a 

a;•• eooPNII1e 61etr!l!l~tou of the pl"&Elllu oi' tke £:&~ This 

faith 1n him, o.nd in his tu.ndementa1 rugged honesty, this 

knowledge of his intuitive ability to go down to the heart of 

8l1J" problem, to offer solutions understood by, and for the 

ul.timate good of, the average man and woman - - tbBse are tM 

reasons why this man above a ll others will bring order out of 

chaos in the national capital, and will renew the reepeot and 

esteem in -whioh our government ~ be held by the people 

whom it serves . 
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Republicans may have to go up and down the 

II / 

oount17 explaining that they are; after all , i n favor of 

the Constitution o:f the United States. Suoh action on 

our part is unnecessary . Ria is: a r ecord of law en-

foroement . 

explaining. 

He believes that our Constituti on needs no 

Ria reoord of f'w:;.f,y years as public .servant 

proves that he stands on the Constitution from the fir s t 

article to the seventh, o.nd from the first amendment to the 

nineteenth; inolusive . 

Wi th him we can wi n. This Governor of ours is 

the most dangerous adversary that the Republican part y ever 

had to fear; and you, in Convention here assembled., owe it to 

the nation to choose a candidate whose name spells victory. 

He has been eleotod to office sevent een times. Chosen Governor 

of t his State first in 1 918, he suffered the only defeat of 

his long career i n 1920 . But it was a defeat more glorious 

then vi ctory. When our nationa1 tioket in the State of Hew 

York went down to defeat under a p1urali ty of one million one 

hWldred thouoond votes , he 1ost this State by only 74;000. 

He got one million more votes than I did -- and I take off my 

hat to h i mJ 
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Over 500;000 people who voted the Republican 

national ticket split their ball ots to testify tbeir 

undying oon:tidenoe 1n this Democratic Governor; and in 

1922; when men came again to think clearly and to reason 

sanely, when the blaok clouds of group hatred bad been 

swept awa,-, when sordid appeals to class and race bad lost 

their evil spell ; tbe people of this State rose again in 

their might e.nd re-elected him Governor by a pl u ro.lity 

of 384;945; the largest p l urality aver given any candidate 

for Governor in the history of the United States. !rhis is 

an overwhelmiDg demonstration of ability to command the 

oon!idenoe of the great electorate . This r ecord of his is 

the talk of citizens 1n evecy state; and when you g ive him 

the opportunity to o.ppear before the larger alBotorate of 

the Union, the result in New York will be repeated by the 

vast majority of oommonwealthe which go to make up our 

nation. 
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But there are other reasons tor this demonstrated 

euooess. All the world l oves a man who oarvea his own 

career. MU.oh of the romance of Lincoln is i n the life story 

of our Governor. Born of ADrioan-born parents he took upon 

his shou1ders while s till a boy the responsibility for the 

support of his femill"• A wage-earner, toiling with his 

hands, this man in the spaoe of twenty. years; without 

fotune , without fortuitous aid , with uothing to rely upon 

except his own indomitable courage; biB own unflagging 

perseverance; hi a O\"tn magnificent ability , has risen to 

be a commanding and outstanding figure in the life of the 

nation. ~hie m has done not with the art o:r a 

d.emagogue~ not with the wiles of' a trickster; but with a 

dignity. a knowledge and a wisdom that demons trate; him a 

statesman. Can you oonoeive a career more appealillg to 

the imagination or to the a:tfeotione; more calculated to 

give hope and oon:tideooe to t.nose who, in these t17ing times; 

have sometimes doubted the efficacy o:r American institutions? 
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It waa the illustrious Woodrow Vlil aon; 1117 

revered Chief and yours; who said; "The great voioe of 

America does not oome from the university. It oomes in 

a murmur from the hills and the woods, from tbe farms; 

tb& faotoriee and the mille -- rolling on and gaining 

volUlXl until 1 t oomea to us from the homes of tbll 

OODDOD people •" 

Our Governor not only represents the common 

people -- but be embodies in his veey be1Dg the aspirations 

ot the average man. so that when be speaks he speaks w1 th 

the voioe of J.merioa - - he burns with the fire or a divine 

human! 'tJ -- the fire whioh has produced the greatest of 

leaders of the demooraoies of the world. 



- 16 -

J'our years ago 1,-ing opponenta said that tbe 

oount17 was tired of ideals - - they waged a campaign based on 

~to pml;:=.:?= * loo boggtug oat of ~ogioJ 
...aal Mbgolllt ~ the subtle enoouragement of false fears. · 

America has not lost her faith uf]deals - - idealism is of her 

very heart's blood. Tricked onoe we have been ...... millions 

of voters are waitiJ:Jg today for the opportunity next November 

to wreak their vengeance on those deoeivera -- they await the 

opportuni t)r to support a man who will return America to the 

:told of Decency and Ideals from which she has strayed , and who 

will bring the government baok to the people . This our 

candidate Will do - - his is the quality of militant leadership. 

Be has the ability to campaign and to campai gn in the highe s t 

end finest sense. Re bas the rare power to exprese the great 

fundamental. truths~ in homely language carrying 

oonviotion to the mult itude. lie has a power to stri ke at error 

and wrongdo1DB that makes his adversaries quail bef'ore him. 

He has a personalitl' that carries to every hearer not onl7 the 

s 1noerit7 but the righteousness of' what be says. Rs is the 

"Rapp7 Warrior" of the political battlefield. 



- -, 
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J.ak ;your Republican :triends whom the:y would least 

like to see nominated b7 tbia convention. You will get an 

answer that will lead you to love the Governor ot this State 

for the fear that he has thrown into the camp of our advers&l'f• 

Picture the coming campaign -- imagine ringing through the 

balls of this nation this man's denunciation of official 

corruption, of un- Amerioan isolation, of sordid tariffs for the 

benefit of the few; attacking as only he oan the Republican 

onslaught on the reserve powers O:t the States. Imagine his 

thrust and his genial saro.aem burning out the truth where all 

mon oan see it:f:' ohlf"OROI of his eimplo , o'oen o~t onh9 

the wave of underatandiDg aod. of belief i n him which will f ollow 

his steps. 

Picture to yourselves this campaign. You will see 

with me the consternation that hie nomination will bring to 

the ranks of Republioaniem and privilege, and the aaeuranoe at 

Demooratio viotory wh1oh hie nomination will bring to the 

hosts of our own party. 
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I aak :vour Judgment ...... I ask you to render 1~ 

i n the epiri t of devotion to the prinoiples of our party; 

in the faith that all citizens are equal before the law; 

in the oo~viotion tbat the solid demooraoy of this nation 

will stand w1 thout fear and without hesitation loyall.7 

behind the nominee ot this Democratic Convention. 

I"! you will render your verdio t in that sac red 

mood it oan only be for the nomination of the man whom I 

present to you ...... the one above all others who bas demonstrated 

his power; his ability to govern; this leader whose whole career 

gives com"inoing proof of his power to lead; this warrior whose 

record shows him invinoible in defense of right and 1n attack 

on wrong; this man; beloved by all; trusted by all, respected 

~ 
by all; this man who P1 l R"m' t e81l bring us an overwhelming 

vio tor,y this year -- thie man o:t deotinJr whom our State proudly 

dedicates to the nation -- our own Alfred ..!!: . Smith. 
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