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I""FtANKL..IN 0 ROOSI!.Vf:L.T 

N&W YOIItK 

P e 1 1 

~e O!L'Opt..ign of 1924 oonno t well bo co<npnr od with <.n.Y natlounl 

election sinco t ne ':ivil 'nr, though th o ' r o11ressiva spli t in 1912 shows 

t o n eorost analogy beonuse of the fnct t hot the .·rogree~ ive nrt :t of 

that ;{06r !Lnd tne rhlrd nnrty of this your ~ both v oiced a protest 

agai ns t the react ion'l.ry and clas s cont r olled l esde,·ship f the ~epublican 

odminlstr ntion t nen l n power . fve rybody s hotud boor in mind that t his 

spirit of protest i s directed not nt t he :ank and file of vot ers , but 

a t l egisla tive l oaders who a r e responsible for c ongressionol policies , 

nod against administrative l eaders who are res onsible for t he honesty 

and officlency of t he executive b randl of t he ~z:t::D:R gov ernment. 

I t will n ot do , ln analyzing t he present campaign to base one's 

v ote merely on t he personalitie s of candidates . In vier1 of the f oot 

that ever y reasonable pe rson recog ni zes t hat Senator LaFollette cannot 

possibly be el ected '-'r es ident , eit he r :.lr . Davi s or Mr . Coolidge will be 

t he next President . I could go on fo r ten minutes and expl a in why , in 

my own personal judgment , and knowi ng both meo , I am c onvinced t hat 

t nere is little r eal abilit:t and certainly no real leadershi p behind t he 

mask of President Cooli dge ' s si l ence , and t hat t.lr . Davis i s possessed 

of qualifications in t h e ''"" of leade r sdp nnd exper ience and progr essive 

mindadness which few presidentia l candidates have had in the post . 

couH go on and poi nt out how • .lr . Coolidge t ook ac t i on in the cas e of 

the Boston Police dtrike after t ·te trouble was ul l ov er, and ho w, when 

g raft and scandal renred i te head in .lashing ton .lie stood by tongue tied 

while othe rs cleaned out t he s t abl es ; and I coul d tell :ton ab out the 

progressiv e r ec o.·d of J ohn i . Davis as a memb er of Congress dur inp: the 

days when a Democ f atic majority in Cong ress was pl acing more progressiv e 
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1 18Ulet1on on the statute bool<e ti1nn in llllJ' similar period i n our 

hist ory , and of the da:t a when Jonn 1>av18 , as dol io1tor of t ne United 

J tatea wua re • rded by t ' memb ore of t ile :!uprerne Cour t as the able st 

defender of the rig at a of t h e gov ernment .who ha d over appeared before 

t nem . 3Jlt tue average c i tizen nnd vot e r, man or woman , can ~tet all 

these facta f r o01 tne flood of liter at ure and t ne oampaiRn apeechea 

which ill flow incessantly for tne noxt e i x weeJe/ It ~~ ~ore 

,. 1-<41~ AJ'-V, 
i mpor tant I t hi nk t hat I should g ive you what ~~an ev en more 

impor tant r oaaon f or ous t i ng y otlr vot e a certain way t his y ear - a rea s on 

t hat goes d eeper than mer e porsonal i tie a - goes all t he way to t he 

fundamental principl es and pructic 1 ·o"·ICinP.'ti of our government . 

·han .. e co;Je tl' t lJlnk C' f i t , t he ,,r os1t1ont of ~.a ·nited 

>t t.teo i s not by wy .noons the gov ernment. {ear i n and year out t he 

" ctuel polic i es and t he c •>r,·ying of t~polior"''nto effect i s ba s ed on 

wha t Congress does in pas.; i ng l a t·;s and mnking npprop riat ions , a nd what 

t he admi nis t r a tion does in ca rrying these laws into effect , and in 

s p ending the money approp r i ated . I do not think I am stretching the 

truth when I s ay t hat the g r e r t ma jority of citizens are today dis ­

cent en ted with our Federal government . :rhey know that Pre aid ent 

Harding and President Coolidge wer e in a c ontinuous disagreement and row 

with Congress, t hat leg islation suffered during these pa st 4 years and 

t hat administration was a l so highly unauoceaful aa has been shot'/0 by 

the recent investiga t i ons a nd aa will undo llbtedly be shO".m by the 

inve s tigation of t he I nt ernal Revenue Department which i s abollt to 

begin. Pres i dent ' larding may hov e been greatly to blame , a nd Pr esident 

Coolidge may be g r ea tly t o blame , b ttt it ia only fair t o aay t hat t h ey 

occup ied ver y difficult pos itions in vi ew of t he fact t hat ne it he r one 

of t h em ha d a majority in e i th~r Ho use of Congr ess wor ki ng in co operation 

with t hem. In t he Jena t e t he Democ rat i e members and the ~dminiat ration 



leJ'Ublioun ~:~embers are abo·• t equal in nu:nb er . ,either aide nue " maJor­

ity, t or t e oalanoe ot po\?er ie held by hot :u..y be coll~d t .1e insurgent 

Re 1bl1oun group . In t. house ot .eoreao totivt e eitllbtlon ie the 

l~nce ot po Qr bel~ held by n group ~~ nre;o~t Republicen s 

mos tly from lieccnslr . e a tnat t ar ot tao t t oae in sur ·ont ~ ull. 

in thowht a d deed much more in orn"athy 1th Tlococrutlo olicies 

tha n they t.ro 1lt h t .te ol d line .lonublico.n polici es , ·.n~ much legislation 

actually enacted rec ntly 1a s d uo t o the >HIP .crt of Democratic measures 

by these insur gent ;lepublicanJ . rhe beet example i s the tax law reduc­

ing the income taxes - a measure drawn by t he Democrats and eubati tutecl 

for t he .!ellen Plan which gave t he grea t er reduct'ione to the v e rJ rich 

a nd not t o the av erage tax PaYer . 

rhe country must have learned by t his time that a continuation 

of the present situati on in ashingt on for another t .-10 or four years must 

spell furt her chaos for the country and ~ greatly increased dis­

s ctisfaction among the voters . 

lhnt t hen, c an we expect? ./hat s hould VIO seek? The answer 

is perfect ly clear . It is to t he o~v~ntago of t he Unit ed Jtntea th~t its 

President and a majority i n both t he denate and t ho House of Representatives 

shall belong to t he same part y and shall work toge t her for the good of 

t he nation instead of working at c ross purposes . I do not hesita te t o 

s ay t hat the most important t h ing f r us to consider t lt is year is the 

election of a united gov e rnment instead of a divided g ovorn.,tent . 

How, then, can we do it? If President Coolidge is victorious 

in 1/ovember will t he country give him a Congress which will work with 

him? Jlo matter how you figure it t ne a nswer to t his queetion must be 

an emphatic '110 " . "'he Insurgent :lepublicana in t ho present Congress are 

few in number ye t t ney control tho balance of power . Practicnly all of 

t hem will be r e - elected as t hey come fran DistD ots where the rhird 
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small group of LaFollette followers holding the bal a nce of po.,er, it would 

again be most unfortunute t o hav e President Coolidge in t ne .lhite Houee 

and it would be higilly .tesirable to have John ''· Davie as !'resident , for 

I have pointed out before tnat the LaFollette followers oan far more 

readily worJC wit ,, tile Democ r ats in Congress t nan they oan with the 

old line Republicans , and the country would nave a guarantee of far 

better cooperation than it han at preeent~en all is said and done 

t here are millions of people in the United ~tates who think beyond and 

abov e mere party lines . The so- called Independantvote is constantly 

increasing its proport ions . Fewer a nd fewer p eople are voting one way 

just because their grandfather s voted that way . The Third Part y will 

undoubtedly get a large popular vote , t ho ugh it will c arry few states 

i n t he elec to r al college . The size of t hi..l popular v ote will be due to 

t hat same desi re t o protest against existing conditione whion I have 

spoken of b ef or e, £sbf<iA/fy J,...,t;!. If .z,,.,_/,.(' 
I do not blame --e[f.6r vot ing t ,•e rhird "art y ticket, 

they ~ do lllDCCi:t:XII eo wit h the c l ear understand ing that Senator 
p../ ;(;T-ft;;, 1'-<L -.,,..,jl-y A~Ji, ,..,..!{ . 

LaFollette cannot possibly be ele cted~ If tHey want t~ m~ke t he ir vote 

really oount in a practical 1ay - oount as a means of actually c hanging 

t he exieting c ond itions of bad government in .lashington, they should vote 

for Democratic Congressmen and a Dernooratio President. · Let them not 

fo rget that t ne fi r st four years of President •Hlson 'a Democratic Ad­

rninEtration, when h e had wi th him a Democratic Congress , were res ponsible 

for more consLr uotive , progressive l egislation and for more administrative 

reforms , than had been acoompliabed in a g eneration • 

. 'le hav e got away from the upsetting influence and misunder­

s tandings of t he .lorld .lar , and the few years that followed . 
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