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From Hump~ey J . Lvnch Campa i gn Gornr'litteo 
109 Unin StJ•eo,t ~ 'fhito PlR~n~ ~ U. '· . 

~e~~!j!!!~!j~!2.:. 

Address by Frankl~n D· Roosevel t of Hyde Park ove r 

Station YIHCA last ni~ht (Friday) Octoher 2A -- the sixth Radio 

Rally of the Hur:~phrey J , Lynch CPmpnign Co:"U"'ittoe . !fr . Roose 

velt 1S ChHirmnn of J ustice J.ynch ' s Cnmpni~o~;n ComMittee . 

11Lverv once in Fl vthi l1J11 sai d Hr . ~oosevelt , " people 

nre asked to go 1iO the polls and vo t e on some quest i on wnich 

hn ., little or nothing to do vrith whether thay nro Republicnns I 
or Democrats . 'l'hese Questions sm~tinos arc phrnsed in tho f or:n 

of n rtlfore tl<.llJm ond At other tine s ar~ involved in t he candidacy 

of a man for an office . 

"Througn most of the last Century judges owod their 

selection in tne vast oajority of cases to the political party 

to which they belonged . 

"BUt in this generation moro and nore demAnd 1s bei n'J 

made to keop tho J'..1dicinr:' non- pnrtisnn , And this move is n 

country wide one , Rnd is· based on the fundamentAl principles 

of our forl!l of governnent . r.vel" since Theodore Poosevalt wns 

President , Fcde::-nl appointments to tho Fed'=lrnl f\ench hnve shown 

more and moru rop;t~:rd for t his Principle of non- partisanship . 

The 5upreme Court of the United Stot ol'l has,of course , always 

had on i t n fnir bnlnnce of both FfepuhlicRns ~nd Democrats , and 

of late ye1.rs ~epubl1cen Presidents hnve occasionnlly opoointed 

DernocrBtic jud~es to the lovter Federul courts nnd vice ver sa . 

11Tne principle is r e cognized i n our own Court of 

Appeals, the high&st New York f,tate court . This year, because 

thero are sovernl o.oro Republican judges on thgt court than 

Democrats , both parties hnv6 endor sed for election the Democrat 

v1ho 1s tilling n vacancy. 

111 hnt then is tho rennon Cor all th13 ? The t~nswer is 

thnt experience over nony p;enerations proves tnat ju3tice is 
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boat ndm1n13t~.oNJd if botr p111--t1e .. art~ l'uprosented on th<J b&neh. 

This gives not on!y a b~lance of thought on nAttel'S of judicial 

policy but prevents an out...,urst of indiJ<natlon agfA!nst n Court 

which r.lfl.y hunpen to rontler An unnopuler if wholly correct 

,opinion . Alao if both pnrtios P:.'6 reprosentod thoro is les~ 

cha.nco that chargu!'l of political influ~nctl or political pru-

judico Vlill btl mud(l, 

11Hare in thi:.~ Statu wu artJ not nlwo.ys cnroful in 

o1thor Dt.tmocrattc or RupubUean strong.~olds to keop tha Judici

ary non- partisan. So!'lutimos Democratic leaders in tho pest 

hnvo t1•iod to grnb all tho .1udgos - so"'\ot1nus n Rt~publicnn up

statu organizntion trius to ~et a bench pncked '1holl:v with 

RepublicAns. Fithur en so 1!\ oQually ronrohdnslblo l'lnd dangdr· 

ous to our f'und&nuntals of gov(,)rnrtont . 

"This yul"\r n v ury concrutc axanulo of this danger has 

arbon in thu Ninth JudiciDl J)istrict, comor!sing Yl~stchoster , 

Rocklfmd, Putnn!':'l, ONI.Ol,U and J)Utchoss Counties, in Nuv1 York 

Stato. 

11'i'horo aro se;v .. m .1ust1cuR of th., Suprom~) Court, six 

of whom aro RtJpublicllns and one a J)Qma: rat. This Dt~mocrat wAs 

nppoint~d by oov..,rnor SMith to fill a vucancy cousod by the 

denth of Justicu Y/illinm Popham Platt, hir.ls<;,lf a D!.lmoerat, And 

tho only on.., out of thu suvvn . 

"rtuch to thu surprlsb of sonsoned lnwyors and Judgos 

tho Rupublicnn londur of v•ustchost .. r county, Hr . V'ard , v1h0 is 

also a power in tho othur countit~R, docidod to no::1.inotu a R~nub· 

lican for thu rornaining placu on tho Suproou court bunch, nnd 

if this nol'lineo, County JUd11t1 Blunl~lt:y is ol<.lctod thoro will be 

sovcsn Ropublicann and no Dvmocr at on tho Bunch. 

"V'hun I told Judge r.~ch thnt I vtonld holp him in hh 

caMpai~ , I said I did so not as a Democrat nor as o lnwyur, 

but ouruly as one who ~ caro to fight for 1\ prlnciplo. This 
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1!J an oft yer. r in the :oer.se t r.et \'lo fll'A eltlOt.ing ne1thor Prosi

dnnt nor- oo·.·~rnor. ~~lt it is not an oft yenr on a tight for 

A. principle. Nor v.ttl part~· r&SlllPrit;r be tl controlling t:ac.t.or. 

Hundreds or neouhl ican3 have como forwArd to suprr.ort B non

pnrtisnn jurUcia-y, And v1h1lo the District r:1ade up of these 

five counties is heavily Renuhl1CH.n on Pre<tirlent or Governor ·it 

often shows it s independence in voting for locnl Qfficials . 

11Thi s office of Supre:':le co·.trt JUdae OUGht not to be 

considured in any senso from the point of viev1 of porty regu

larity . It is, or ought to be above ond beyond pf\l"ty . 

11Yot br the notion of' Ho:Js V1nrd the issue of PRrty has 

been in.1ecttlt1. If th~<Jo fiVe Counties want R Sur.rer.~e Court 

bench with auvon F:opublicnn judges on it anct not a s ingle r>omo

crat thoy will c~oosu County Judgo Rlenkley; .£!::. if t.~sse Coun

ties ora ind t.i'fur•;r.t Antl don' t Cl!.r~ Vlho or wh~ot mAk\l u~ the 

Bonch they V11ll lot JuJ~<; Bl~f. kluy v;in by the usual normal 

RepublicAn ~Jority . 

"aut if the votor<J of this Dt~trict; really bul1eve 

thll.t a grav~ issuu is befor-e thon, if thoy ri.lnlho that a deep 

settto d. principle of our form of govtlrn umt i s involve(S 1 then 

thoy will votu ahovo FLnd b~yond muru p:n·•ty 1 tnos And k~up Judge 

Hur.1phrey J , Lyncn on tho Supremo Court ~one h . 
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