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THF. F-,LIO.YING ADUPE.S5 BY FRANKLIN 0 ROOSEVELT NOIUNATINO 

GO\""£'iUOI\ $i.ll'i H AT 'mE DEY:>ChATIC 'H,TIVli,.L COJ:VENT: ON :iN 

H01JSTO!i, !I'J3'1' BE f!ELD IN STRICT CCNFIDE!lCE UN'IlL m::LIVERED. 

::::: 

I come ror the third time to urge upo:t o convention of my 

pP:r ty , the norninnti?n of the Oovemor of the St ate or New York. The 

ft> ith whi ch 1 held 1 still holdJ It h a s been justified in the 

Achievement. 'i'he whole eounbr'y now hns l earned the measure of his 

c;reat:'l.esa . 

1Alr 1ng anothe r four years his every oct has ; een under. the 

seRrchlight or fri end nno roo anti he h os not been founrt wanting . 

Slowly , surely, the proper understanding of this oon has spread 

from eovst to cnst , fror.; North to Sout.'"t . Most noteworthy is 

this tnc t, th£tt the understnnding of his stature has betln spread 

by no pcl.d propagcnda , by no effort 0::1 his pert t o do ~ther than 

devo te his tin:e , his heed ond his heart to the duties of his high 

i!lffie e ond the welfare of the Stnte . iils rn'>st unron:pr?r.ising op

ponent will not deny that he has achie ved an unprecedenttid popu

lar! ty am?n6 the people ? f thi s countr:: . He is ,.,ell called "the 

Pathf1ndE:r t.., the '>pen road for all true l o vers t)f Hufllanity". 

It 1s , however , not ro.y beli<:.f ths t I :.hould ur1Je p'lpular

ity a s th e cri teri on in mak ing our choice . /t. high&r obligation 

fal l s upon us. ~v .. rrust , first of all, o ak(: :.ure that our nominee 

poss esses thu unu~uol 'qur.lificotions cnlled for by the high offico 

t)f President o f th~.ose Uaite d Statos . More pcrty exJ)t di tmcy must be 

subservien t to noti-:lnal good . We are Alr.6ricnns t.:Vtm before we Art.: 

DE!mocrats . I 

Who t sort t)f Prtosidtmt dl') .,..~ need todayt A mo.n, I. take ..,..,.~ 

lt , who has ('t'lt:.r i)!"t.a t c h s rnctcr1st1cs, every <:~nf:: of t h em an ()Sson- / 

tiol t., the o rrlcti . 1-,lr~t of al l lt!adershlp, orticulot(., vil•il e 

willing to be11r rctlponsil:>Uity , :Ju(.cii:lg n., officinl sP?kc.soon t? 

interpret the orocle . Next, experience, thl' t.. d.,es not guess but 

knows rrom long pl'l"ct1ce the science of gove:-n1ng , which i s o very 

di~t tAing r ror.' nere technical bureau o:-gan i::in@',· Then hones

ty-- the bon.&.sty th ~t hstes hrpocl'! .sy nncl canr1ot 11 ve w1 th con

cea lment a.1d dece1 L. 
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Last, nnd in thio time , mo~t vital , that r are ability to 

ma.'ke popula r go verrunent funct ion a.s it \'ta.s i ntended to by the Fat hers, 

to reverse t!le present trond t o•:ards a pnt hy and arou~t> in the cit!· 

%onship an active 1ntero3t - a willingness t o reassume its share of 

responsibility for the nation's progress. So only can we have once 

more a government Yl.ot ju:.t fo::- the people, but b;r the people aleo . 

H!sto!"y give& uo contident assurance that o ttan who has 

~!splayed th ese q_ual 1t1e~ as a p_.rB9.t Governor of n State , has in

vnrinbl y carriod them with him to become n grcnt Pre2ident. Look 

bnc!c over our list of Pre<Jidents sinco the War betwef!n the States, 

w!"o-en our rnri:3 s;rowth n:.ade our rw.tiont ::; bu:~ine:u o.n cxJ;ertts tosk. 

Who stand out a~ our r reat Pre sidents? !lew York t;nve to us 

Grover Clev~l 'lnd. t eaching i n A lOOny thnt public office is n public 

trust: Theoc!or'l fioo :,sevelt preachiJ16 the doctri:te of the square 

cloal for all ; Virg1n1n !l.n rl New Jersey go·1e to us that pioneer of 

fcll ow3h1p betv:een nq,tion,.,, our r..reat le!ld~r, ·:lood.row V!ilso:n . 

Let us measure our present Governor by those standard3 . 

Personnl l ender::hir 1 3 n fundamental of succecsful government. 

d.o not mean the l end.erohip of the b'lnd of :;cod fellows and good 

sche:ners vtho follor.ed Pre s i dent Harding, nor the purely perfUnctory 

party loyalty ~!l ich hils port of the tWe tn part of the country 

sustai ned th-e pret.ent Chief Executive . I mean thnt leadership-. 

Ylhich by sheer force of mind, by chain or unanswero.ble logic t.as 

brought f'ri ends nnd foes alike to enact vitally needed measures of 

c:over nment reform. 

His staunchest politica.l _adversa'T'ies concede the--Governor' s 

':.lnique and unparn.lled. record of constructive achievement in the 

totn.l reorganization of the r.1achi.nery or government, in the bus

in~ss-like 1!'-an.:;.g ement of ~tote finanoe, in the enactment o-r a l e a:

i~lat1ve provro.m for the protection of men, wome n and e.'lildren en

cnaed in indus try, in the improvement of the" public he~th, . nnd in 

the a ttainment of the .finest standard of public servico i n the in-

torest o:r humani ty . ~1:::: he has a ccomplished by a persona~ity 

of vibr:mt, can,. 31ded arpe:ll, which bas s\Tept alone -with .i.t a . 1~

isl ature of a cUff'erent political faith . 
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])Jring the put nonta alone, the RbpubJ..icn.n controlled 

Con~u or the ·1~. 1 ted Stutes r£~!lteo .r ,:.osse:t i:=:l".:wt an t l"ills over 

the veto ot o. RePJ,blica"'. Pre s ident. W-:ol.ng -3:..r)\t JP.OT3. nt Albt.rJ 

the wiadom of every veto l>y a Demoerflt.!e nvve.·nur ho.3 t.een su s ';a!.ned 

bJ a ReJl,.lblican legi sla ture. In th.e sc.r.te wCJy ti.e ft'tr:.ess of b13 ap· 

pointmenta hus bee!l recognized und .eon firmE-d wl thO".l t <:~Yceot ! en by a 

hostile Repllblic.on State ::ienote, where;ss n friendly Federal. SeMt<e 

hes on oc~uio!\ r fter oc ~asion rejected the nominfl tions sent in by 

it:J t1tu*:ro party hoder. 
t 

'n.e :second grent need is expE-rience. . By this I refer not 

merely to l en gth of time t n office - I mean t h ll'i; prs.;t:icnl under

standing which comes from the 10n£ and t n,u[;ht iu:. stu.::l.y of and daily 

dealir.gs with tht1 bc:.1c principl~s in·tolve~ irl the s.:icnce of taxo

tt.on, of soci al t'f&lf'are , or indu!:trial leq;isletiou, of eovernmentlll 

bc.dge t s and (;<!n:inhtrotion , of penolog:;, .,f leg1s lat1vu pr ocedure 

•nd p..,9cti ce , of constitutional l ew. In dl th.,se mJJ.tters the 

Governon of New York has developed hin~elf into 3.0 exper t, recog

nized and con3ulted by me"l r. n~ women "l oll fJO l•ties . In any con

t e rente or scholArs on thes~ subjects he t akes hi:l place naturally 

as s t~ined e nd efficient specialist . P.e o.lso po::se sses that most 

unu su11.1 quality of selecting cppointees not only ~kJ lled in the 

theoMtieal side of their work, but able to Gi \'8 the h!.gl'-ost o.dm1n

i3tret1ve succ63::l to their tnsk. The hiGh stenda:rd of t.he appoint

ees or' t6e ilo\;ern?l' , tht:ir integrity, their sbilit:,r , ~n::~ rr."d? Dtr ong 
< 

appeal to the citizens of his st::~te, urban and ru!"ttl, l'ti'(!;D.r dless of 

JHI.rty. I sdd "rurol 11 advi sedl y , for each succeeding guberno. t oJ•ial 

election has shown fo11 hin: even g~"''eter proportional gains in the 

agllit'ulturol ~ec tion3 then in the large com..n-..J.nities. 

As one who served his s t a te in th& Lesi~;lature o r Which 

this Govel"nor wns then o l~o o. men:be:r, and \';ho lo.t~t:• fot' neorly 

eight year s held on od:ni n1strl't1ve post unde~· Pt·esldent Wilson et 

Washiagton, I can bcor w!t:.eso t.het the p:•obldms which cootront the 

GQve~er or Nllw Yo::--k end those n o tinnel ;Jrobler.ls whioh confront the 

Preei<Wnt at \tnsh\n ~t.cm d .d · fe!' chiefly tn eeo.Jo•t.phte extent and not 

1n Ui~ tur~tG-1 of p-:~ dtif"'al p:-il'e19i'""· 7he Gov:rnor t s study 

ot t.M, ~ of tw1,-s c· ... tl ::;•nte hr.3 3he:. hlm deoy.o in~!.cht into sjmi -

1.81' ~b\1n1e o C' .,\-.Y....-..6,.,1't'Q"..:,..6r...Q !llso of tPol.1• ppp l: t.cction. to the 
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machi nery and the netds of tha 'Feder al G?.,verncent. In the last 

Rnalysis a ma.tter of administrative r e!'o rm, of 1ndu!ltr1ol be'.::terment, 

of the roegulo.tlon of public co.rriers, o~ the development of nntural 

rC~aourees, of the retention of the owner!:hlp of pr11Jl.(lt'7 v1eter power 

tn the people, of the improvement or t he lot of the farmer differs 

lit tle, Whet!ler t!le problem occur in Al !>nny, ln Spokane , in Atlanta. , 

or in Wu.shint;ton . 

How ,.,ell the people of his State hAvo understood and ap~ 

proved the wise Solutio:-t of these questions is be3t shown by the 

fact that he has been etocted and re- el ected, and :ro- elocted, and 

acaln e lected Governor by huce major! ties - in the hundreds of 

thousands - in a normally Republic!Ul st.:1te. 

No:ot a:: to the requisite of honesty. I do not :nean m hone5ty 

that merely keeps a r..:m out of jail , or an honesty that while &void-

inG personal !;mirch, h ides tho corruption of others . I speak of 

t hat honesty thot lets a man sleep well of nichts, fearinr; no Sena

t orial 1nve:3ti c;nt1on, that honesty that doml:lnds faith!'ulnoss to the 

public trust in every public servn:1t, that honost:r v:hich tak"l:J im

mediate action to correct abu3e . 

The whole story of his con3tant and persistent efforts to 

in~ure the p:ractice of the spirit as well n:: tr.e letter of' of:N.cial 

and private probity in public places i s so well Wld erstood b7 the 

voters of his. State t hat more and more Republic!ln:J \'ote tor him 

every time he is nttacl{ed. This is a t opic "'hich need not be en-

l~ged upon. The voting public of the nation is fully wise enough 

to compa:re the ·ethica.l standards of of'fi.cio.l Albany With tho so of 

official Washington . 

And r.ow la3t of all , and where t he Governor excels over all 

the political l Qaders or this day, com~s the abil! ty to interest tl:e 

peoplG in the mechanie3 of their Government;o.l m'lchinery, to take the 

en(dne apart and show the function of ce.c11 .. ,heel . 

Power to impart knowled.::;(;.r or ar..d crc~te interast in, govern-

ment is the eryins need. o: our t ime . Tre ,-oul Qf ou:" eount.ry, 1\\lled 

'by mere material prosperity, ha:~ J:-€1ssed throut;h ci&ht :;ray vcars. 

Our people :-:ruf t not a::quicsee i!l t-toc e:l!tJ thut~ht of ~"!l'lg 

mere passeneers ~o l ont; a~ t! o ririvero sn1 r-t: e'l~:-ic'J do not ei:: ·~·lt'~ 
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our comfort . We nuf!t be coneer:\ed over our cte3t1nat1on, not 1'1erely 

sati sfied thot the pauing .:Jcenery is pl t:nsant tl) the eye . We tt:Ust 

be interested in whether that national destinc:tion be heaven or hell 

and n?t content that the man lilt the Mteel has assured us that we 

shall there find o run bank account end a soft bed. 

In on t::ra of tbc rendy- made we J1U.Dt not occept rendy-m£de 

g?v~mment ; in o day of high powered adv~rtisJ..ng we mu 3t not tall 

for the f alse ttater.rents of the most highly or gon1z€1d pt'Opaganda 

ever Heveloped by the owners of the Republican Party. we do not 

want to chang~;~ these Unit~d Sovereign States of Am~:;~r ica into the 

ttunite d Stotos, l!lr,:orpor&tf.·d 11
• wi t h o l iD! ted &ncl self- perpetuati ng 

b?s.rd ?f Dir~ctors and no voting p'Jwer iu the c.,mmon stockhold6rs . 

This h n tir:a: "f nati onal dr.ngE;r unless America can be 

r ous6d ag&ir. t'> wokt.tuln(;ss , I say this in n'> spirit of the demo

g?g, in no wbh t'> r;ttack the l~gitimatc course of tht life '>r buo1-

iness of our ci tizens . 1 see: only one hopt or 11 return to that par

t1cipet1..,n by the pt:l)ple in thuir g>:>vtrnr.u.nt ',7hich hitherto marked 

us l)ut e:s tht~ greot outstanding success amng dtml)cratic republic•· 

'n'l.at hope li&s in tht:: pt:rs?nnlity of the new men tit the 

whef:l , and t~-specially i n his PJ,rJY.)sc tr> crousr: the spirit of in .. 

ter ttst ond the d~sirc t? participo.t& . 

The Govern?r ?f the S t ate or New Y.,rk stands ?Ut t oday as 

having that purp?sa, as having prr>ved during these same eig)l t :vea:rs 

n.,t only his deaire but his p•>wer tf) mnke tlie pe.,ple os interest ed 

in thei r g.,vemment ns he i s himself. 

1 have described sl) for qualities en tirely l)f the mind, .. 

the ment al ond: t'lornl equipment without which no President can ouc

cess!Ul ly meet the admin i!>trative And mat erial problers of his of

flee . It i s pl)sai ble with only these qunlities fo!' a man to be a 

reasonably errtcient Pre:ddo:-tt, but ther e 1 s one thi ng more needed 

t'l 1lU~ke &1m 9 great President . It i s that quality of s~l Ylb i ch 

makes a man loved by li ttle child:-en, by dumb animills, thot quality 

o f soul tdl i ch makes .him a st!"ong help t., ell those in so:"row or in 

tP?Ubl e, that quality which mr•kes h i m nt)t ::~e:-Bly AClr.'1:-rd, b'J.t loved 

by oll the peopl e , - the quolity nf SYM?~· thr>t!c undt:: r stPnC'in;; or the 
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human hear t , o f r eo.l i nter a[jt in o:1e • s fell owmeh ' :tno t1nctiv~1y he 

sense:J th.e pcpulur n eue\ becn\t~e he him::elf has lived throuGh tho 

ho.rdohip , th(l lubor :md the nocr1fico t:l':ich mu:~t he endUred by e·tery 

t:ltm or heroic mould \Yho strur,gles up ~c e1!11.'1ence t'rom obse1lri ty nnd 

Jo w estate . Eet~Je&n hin; and tha t:eoplu is thc.t cnbtl,:, bond \·:hich 

r:111..kes hi,m their cbo.apion 2nc! rr.akos tho~:~. enthua1o.st1call'J trust him 

':t~t.h their loyalty nnd t.."l.eir love . 

Our two greatest fretiden t s of modern t11:'6s posnessed this 

quclity to or.. unusual degreE>. It Vias , 1ndet~(1~ wh:1.t o.bovo all made 

thE.In gr ee t . It wp.s L1ncoln1:J hUJil:...n h<:e.rt, and Woodrow Wilson' s 

po!fsionnte dttdre to bring nbout the haf)pincso ot the whole world 

which will b(.. the beot rcmonlJored hy t he historia.."l.s of u hundred 

y(ic.rs frot! now. It i s Ylhat 1.s so con!ipieu?U!': l y lt~ekinc in our 

pre~::ent edministrnt.ion , a lack which h3s bcbn o.t the !lotto:n of 

the grorling C.i:::lik<. and CVoJ!l hatre-d of the ot;hcr nation:; toward 

no . Fo1~ wit.l-tout thia loves ant: U."l.t~t.rst-mdi.,q of hifl ftJll ow men 

no Chiof E.xecutivo can win for hi::: lend thRt international f riend-

ship which 1:i nlo!H:I t.he r-ure founnnti on of ln!!tin$ peace . 

Eecauve of h i ::: power of leo.dersh J. f , ~ecou3e ')f his unequal

led knoV~ledge of the scier.ce of govern":!ent, because o f his U."l.com-

promising honesty, beCJlU60 Of his ability to bring the government 

hone to the pecple, thet'e is no doubt that our Governor uill make 

an "efficient" ft·esl.r!ont , but it i s becuu~c ho c.lso possesses , to 

n :mperlative ctc.groc , this rare f aculty of SYJrlp~thetic uncierstanding 

1 t,rophesy he \';ill alno mukCl n great PrenidEmt , and because of this 

I fUrther prophesy that ho will again pl·1CO ua among the nations of 

tho world Rs u country which values its J.c\ec.ls as much as its me.

torial prost,~rity - 1\ la:ld that has no sel fia:h designs on any weak

er power , n 1-L'"!c': t~ idoal ••nd inspirntion or all those who dream a 

kinder, happior c1vilhat1on in t ho days to corru. . • 

If the vision of reel world pe ac e , of the abolishment of 

v;a:r , ever comos true , i t v1ill not be t."lrough the mere ms.thematicel 

calcula t i ons of a reduction of n:rmament pr oeraM nor th.e ple.titudes 

of multi- lateral trer.t1 c3 pl.ously deprecating o.rmed c~nflict. It 

will be because tl".is nation \'till sele ct as its head , a leader who 
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understands the hum~n side or life , whG has the fc-ree of character 

and the keenne3s or brain to take, lnstlnctlv'll-y , the rl~t course 

and the real C')urse toward c. orosperlty thut will be more than 

material , a leader also ,.,.ho grasps ana understands ~C't only large 

affairs of business and government , but in an equal cteeree the as

pir'lt1ons nnd the need~ c-f the 1ndlvldual, the far:ner , the Y!age

earner -- the great mass of average citizens who mal<:e up the back

bene of our nation . 

America needs nr-t only an administr ator but a leader - a 

pathfinder, a blazer of the trail to the high road that Wi ll avoid 

the bottomless merass of crass materlali s!n that has engulfed so 

many of the greot elv11U.a.t1ons of the past . It is the privilege 

of democracy ne-t C'nly to offer such a man but to t:'frer h i '"l as the 

sure:~t leader to victory . To sbnd upcn the ramparts and dle for 

pr inclple3 1s herr-lc . To ully forth to battle and win for 

our principles 13 sor:Jethin~ more than heroic . \';e offer one who 

has the wtll to wtn - who not only deserve:~ success but commands 

lt . Vi ctory l s h!s hab!t -- the happy warr l cr 

ALFRED E. SMITH 



t!.~ :tt.oll;;uro or hi!l C1'CUtnQ::~ .. 

::ur!.:z ao.otho:- i'o"Ur you:-a hiD uvory act hu!l boun under 

the soo.rchlii;ht of fr i ond ar.d roo und ho hua not boon found 

wa.:nti:'le. Sl.:mly , curoly, the propo:- u.."'l.dorot!lndinc of' thi-l t:.c..n 

r..a.s .;.;,.road fror.-. coact-to-coc.zt;-!"ro.;.-Xot·th-tv-.::outh. !.:o:o~ 

~u!: boon aproo.Q. by· nO paid propa~anda, by no off.:)rt C;U hi:: part 
' . 

to do othor than devote his til:i:e , hi!i ~oad D.Dd hi a ~.cart to 

tho dutioa or hie hi~h office and tho wolfaro of tho Sto.to .. , ..., His 

r..o.:~t UI!.Co:npro!:\isi::Jg opponont will not dony that ho h.c.o o.chioved 

e.r. unprocendonted popul arity .;ur:on~ th:.t pooplo or thi3 country. 

1;u is wall c_alled nth~ Pa:thf'indor to tho open road for all t r ue 

lovi:t3 of I:Wl:l.nityn. 

It ia, ho-;;cver, not oy boliof that I should urge popu-

la.:-1ty a:; tha ei·itorion i:t ::;,~kine: our choioo . A hi5her oblir;o.-
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tl.O:l .!'a.ll: upon 1.0.:: .. ·,·;e n;.a't , :f'i:-st of au,- tt..U:o curo t~t our 

r.o:.::1!.:1oo pos3o:o:os tho u.nusuc..l ~uc.l:!.fica.tions ctc.lled for by tho 

1".!...;~• o!'i"ioe of I:'roddc.r .. t 2._£ tl;_oao United Sto.toa. !.!oro po.rty 

o~J!oe.!c::::o.cy zr.ust bo subservient to ~~tioual good. \'Jo o:ro Alr.oricans 

·,-,b:.4t sort o!' Prosidont do Ttc ~oo~ todc.y? A man, I 

ta~o it, who ha..s four great chto.raetoristioa, ov;,ry one ot thoo 

virile, T:illing to boa.r responsibility, needing no ot.ricial cpoke:s-

~to intor?rot the oracle. ~:ext , oxporionoe, thtt.t doe3 not 

(;UOCt> but knOWS frO!ll lO!l:S practice tho fiCionce Of tOVornlnr;, 

.: •• ich is a ~ dg'ferent ":hing fro:.: :r.oro toohnica.l buroo.u or-

~o.nit.ine;. Thon ho~3t: - tho honooty that ~.?~ hypool"icy o.nd 

~~t ~iv~ with con~ont and docoit: 

Lust, and in this tin:o, t:.ost vita.l, that ra.ro ability 

to eako popular fOVerm:.ont .f?n~n 8.3 it WQS i:ltondod to by tho 

F'c.thors, to rovorso tho p:-oaont trond tarto.rds o.patey o.nd e.rou3o 

in tho oithen::h!p tt.n aoti"t"S intcre:st - c. T:illinr;noa:l to rco.nu::.e 

its sharo ot respo:~.3ibility !'or t'ho nation• s progro.u. So ~nly 

cun VliJ hnvo onco t:.Oro o. govurn.::::-o::.t r.ot j\t~t :or tho people , but::~ 
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d!.Jr;lc.yod ti-.:..30 quo.lit!.c.:. a.~ t.. r;rco..t Governor of o. Stnto, h.t:.~ 

~::.v:::.!"ia.bly c-.rriod 1;ho~. with h!n to booo:-.o o. groa.t :>reoidont. 

~ook back o¥or our list of ~>~Jidonta oinoo tho \'/a.r bot-wol)n 

tho Sta.-toa, uhon our rapid gro•rth r~dc our no.tion1 c bua~o&:i 

o.n oxport' c task. t.'ho :::tru:.d out u out· groo.t Pre::identat :;ow York: 

,, 
co.va to us Grover Clevolcnd teaol:lin& in Albany tha.t public office 

is o. public truot; Theod'oro Roo:sevelt proo.ohins tho doctrine 

01~ tho square doa.l tor all; Vircinia. o..nd t!ow Jorsoy ca.ve to uo 

t:1c.t pioneer of follo,·,::!J.ip bet-.,-ocn nntion$, our croo.'t loa.dor, = 
,~oodro·:r ililson. 

Let us u.oasurt~ our pro::ont Governor by thooo .;;tc.I•do.rJ .. 

:Por::ono.l loo.dertJhip is a tunde.monta.l of :::uccood'ul t;ovorrunont. 

I do not L'lGD.n tho leadership ot tho band of (SOOd rolloi't{ c.nd 

good :::oher:or~who rollotvcd Pro::idont Hardin(S, nor tho purely 

porf'unoto:-y party loyalty ti'hicil ho.s ~~ ot tho t~ in ~a.~ c!' 

tho country su3ta.i:l.od tho pNsent C~iof Exocutivo . I r.oo.:a the.t 

loo.dorship which by ohoer ~orco of tU::.d . by c~..o.in of u~o.n:r: .• rul.lo 

~1o ho.3 broueht frier.ds (l..'"l.d foos o.l1b to eno.ot vitd.lly noedoi 



His sta.unaho~t political adv.,ra.a.ries conoodo tho Governor' J 

ur.i:;,u~ a.."ld unpa.rallod record of: oo~:.tructivo achiovoi'!Ont in the 

toto.l rqorco.nil:at:!.on of tho l:ltl.ohinory of governt".ont, in th11 

(l loci::la.tivo prot;rc.m for tho protection or rr.on. lto:non and children 

enf:o.3od in industry, in t~o i'!:lprove~nt of tho public hoa.lth, and 

in tho attainment ot the f'ine:~t standard or public service in 

tho intore:ot o£ huz:ls.nity. This ho has c.ocO!:!pliahod by a. poreon

'•/=•rM/.1;"" 
:..lity,. o£ vibrant, I!WlY sidod appeal, tihioh baa owopt alone; with 

it c. lo&islaturo of a ditforent political faith. 

During the ps.st J::onth c.lot e • tile ~~opubliclin controlled. 

Cont;roa3 of tho United 'Sta.toa repoa.todly pa.s3od importllnt billt 

over tho voto of a Republioo.."l Pre3ident. During ~t r_o~:_a e.t 

•• J.bnny tho wisdo:n of every veto by .a. De::10cra.tio Governor ho.z 

boon .~uste.~ne~ by a. Republican logialc.turo . In the ao.rco wa.y 

tho fitne:oa of his appoi:::.tr.onts ho.s boon rocol;Ili::od o.nd co:l-

!'in:od ...,·ithout oxcoption by e. ho:otilo Ropublic!lll. St,Lto Sonnto, 

\.:tcru.a.a c. friendly Fcdorc.l Soru1.to hns on oooo.:~:ion e.rtor occuion ro-

juctod the nominations sont in by its 'titular pa.rty loau,r. 
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:r.o second r;ro:::~ nood i!l e:x:porionce. By thio. I rotor 

::.J. l!eJ.!y C:.<Jt..li:::;:s \tit!-) t!:.J bade prUoiples i:lvolv ... d in tho 

.lci~..:t..,) o!' to.xntion, of ::.ooio.l wal!'~e. of i!ldustric.l les;i:::la.tion, 

ot ,:ovonu:. .. m~o.l budsct:. o.nd tld:i::.i:r~re.tion, of pcnoloty, or 

14::; .. .:;lc.tivo proooduro n.r.d pro~.ctioa, of eon:~titutional l&\'l o In 

~ -:hoao lrl!lttorG the Governor of Kuw York h. .. a dov<Jlopod himself 

into tnl. ~!:, roeogni::od and consulted by men and women of ~ 

?a:-ti!: • In s.ny conf'oronee of' scholars on tbo.:oo subjoot!l he 

·.;=-=.:.c.:~ hi~ place nc.turdly £.3 a tr-:1bed f!lld efficient ~pocio.list • 

.: . _!.:;o po:::sc:.sn th.a.t r.oot ~ qua.lity of' !!electinG c.ppoi:ltuoG 

r.c.t o::.ly skilled 'in tho theoretical side ot their work, but c.blo 

to t;;i'7o tho hit;host e.dnini:::tr~tivo :~uocusa to their tnsk. 1'ho 

hi~h ::to.ndo.rd of tho a.ppoiii""...oo:> of ths Governo:- • their intocrity • 

tbir ability. ho.o c:.do dro:-.g o.ppou.l to tho cithon~ of his :;tnta. 

::'.Jr anoh cueooodinz ~born~torial olootion ha: uhown for hir.l cvon 

L:- o.ter propor~iona.l cuins i::l tho c.c:-ioulturd BOOtio:t.s th!l.."' in 



'!-.. "t~, : cun bo;U" ~·:it::.c;.s t:.mt ~:;.o problCI::...l vhich confront tho 

Cove~·r.or or ~:eM rorl: ~c. thooa r.a.tior:.:~.l p:-c.blo::.a which con!"l"ont 

.;:· ... P:-usident o.t wa .. :linston diti'or chic~ly in ceocro.phio orlont 

end not in the !"und~nta.lo ot politicnl principle. The Governor• a 

study of tho ::.code of his ovm Stato hs.s givon hin deep ineight 

into Dimila.r problomo or other Sto.toG a.nd o.loo of thoir o.pplioo.tion 

-co tho x:-.nchinery o.r.d tho needs of tho Federal Goverl:lLlElnt. !n tto 

~ .. ;;;t tula.lycb a. ~ttor of ndministr ... tivo reform, of indu3tr1o.l 

'- ~tor.:....!:at , of the regulation of public co..rrioro, of tho doval· 

OF::.c.t of Mtu:"lll reccurcc::, of th.e retention of the O\moroh.ip 

o ~ prim:~.ry wt1.tor powtlr in the pooplo • of the il:tpro7ercent of 

tho lot or tho far:1c:\ differc little, whether tho prob~cu occur 

in Albo.ny, in Spoka.na, in Atl!l.!lt!l, or in 'l'fashi.'le;ton. 

Hew lt"Oll tho pcoplo of his ~ ho.vo undorotood and 

c..pprc;vcd tho w!f:o ::elution of tho.;;o quo::.tions is boot oho-:m b:,t 

~:·.a r~ct tho.t ho !:.cu.: b30:l olo~tod a.nd r c- oloctod, and ro-olootcd j I ' 

nnd o.t_..W.dootod Govl)l"':"!.O:· by huzo r.o.joritiol! - in tho huudN:i:S 



~ ho:~o&t!' th~t Il'Jrcly kucp;J & ~ ou".: c! jail, or u.n honesty 

· ;!lc:.·;.. I ~pot:.!:: cf t!u:.t !"or..<: sty th&.t lo'to s. !LXl :lecp wall of 

;l4.:;!1.t;;, !'oc.rin~ no Zc.nuto:-iu.l i:;vo~Heo.tion, tha.t honenty tho.t 

Je~.ds fOl.itb::'ul..'toss ~o ~.;!to public ::u3t in every ~u"olic :.~LU:t, 

vt . .J.t ho:losty \Yhioh takes ~ic.te a.~ion to correct c.buso . 

'Tho v:l:olo story o: his const&.nt a.nd porsietent etrortu 

to insuro the practice of tho spirit o.a vrell ns tho _:ettor of 

o.t~icilll cxd priV::.te probity in public Flo..oo.:~ i!i so Y:cll under-

;. 'tOOd by tho voter:. of hi:: St&.to tha.t tooro and :r.:oro !tepublico.ns 

voto for him ~y :~e he is a.tte.cl:od. ~~h i~ c. topl..: ,,:·.~c~ 

r.ood not be- enlarged upon. The "Co'tir.g public or ~ho nr.t::.o=. 

1:: !\:.lly who enough to cocpa.re
1 
tho ethical z:tanda.r(l.> o1' 

official Albo.ny \':ith tl:oce of off!.cia.l l':ashi~ton. 

And norr last o!.' ell, a.nd \';horo the Govo:=-nor excolu ovc:-

.:::_the politicul lc:o.dc1·s o!' thi:: do.y, co::m::; tho ab!.lity to i:J.

to:-o:;t t:-'10 people in tho r~eha.::1es ot thoir Govcrz:=.c.ntt.l r.;1cl.-

1r.cry. to to.l:o the en{;ir.c cp.:~.rt ~nd ::;hem tho fu.'tction ol' oach 



-:;-

c:v;.;.,.try, h.lled by t;;.C!:'O ~tori!i.l pro::porhy, 1-..n:: po.ecod th!·o~ch 

e• ... ~-~ ;,:.·~y yo:.r:: . 

CI'J.r poop!c ~.unt r..ot c.oquie:zco in ti'lo (IC.GY tho~.:!;ht ot \ 

·.:~~L:: r.oro po.:~onGore :o loz as tile dri\•crs fLnd ::~aoh.c.nics 

do not C.icturb our o~ot·t. Tlo ll:.lCt bo concerned over our doo-

tina.tion, not n:oroly ee.ticfied ~hnt the po.sdnz, eoouory 1o 

plco.cc.nt to tho oyo. We r.ust bo 1ntorosted in whether tho.t 

n4tiono.J do:;ti~tion bo heaven or hell and not content t:'lo.t tho 

-~ £.t tho who::tl ha:; a.as~roc! us that ·,;o ehall thoro fir:.d c. tull 

tJ ..... "''~ ;..ccount and a cott bed. 

:=.!~.do t~vornr.ont; in a di:i.y ot hi:::;h po·.varoC c.dvertid::.e, \70 n.::.t no~ 

fo.ll for th>l fal se ::tn:te;::;onto o!.' tho ~:t hi&}1ly orca.nir.cd prO!!!:.-

t3.ndo. over dovolcrpod by tho owner: of tho Ropublioa.n P~;~.rty. \1o do 

not \'.'ll.nt to chllllCo tr.o~2 ~d Sovo:·oien State~ of JJr.orioc. into 

t:~o.t!t:.; ~oo.rd ot Director& and no o;otir.: po·::o:- in tho ooc. .. on 

:'lool.hol~or:: . 

I 
J 

\ 
I 
I 
I 
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il ~o ·:rich to o:tt~o1: tho let,itir.:.tc cot:::ue of tho lifo or buoineuG 

of O\l.l:" c1ti::cnc.. ! sco only one hope of o. return to tha.t 

..... :t:!.cipc.t1or. by ~ho people in their so·turrar.ont w!\ich hitherto 

, _.:-::ed us out c.s tho 17-'e.t outstu:1diDt: ~ucoesa a:tO::J.G <1ot:Ocl·c.t1e 

republics. " 

~at hope lie~ in the per$onality of the ne':'l :a:.an a.t tho 

whool, and especially in hie purpose to uouae tho spirit of' in .. 

torost D.lld the de::: ire to pc.rticipute. 

The Governor of the State of !;ow Iorl: stands out todo.y 

c.:: ~e that purposo. ac bnving ~cd dul.-ir.c the so oar.o eight 

JOC.Ts not only his desire but hia ~~w~ to IJA.k.o tho poople na 

I ha.vo deccribcd so to.r qualitioo entirely of' tho r.ind,-

tho ~ntal and coral equip::ont without v:hioh no Prodd.ent can 

=.accoss.f".tlly tr.aot the ad:Unistrc.tive O!ld ~teric.l probler.s of 

~.!e o!'!'ico. It 1.:~ po~siblcJ'•"ith only tho:::o qualitios for a. r.:w 

~o be o. ruasono.bly officion~.: Frcsident 1 but thoro b ~o ~ir.t 

moro no,!dod to w::Uco hi=l 11. groat Prod~ent. It is thnt q\:.P.:.lity 



r.ot ::..;.roly ~!-irod, but levee! by nll tho pacplo, .. the qu~lity of 

.::::~""'.:J.thotic 1J~dersttmdin~ ~!' tho l:~l!M hoart 1 of roo.l intoro:st 

i:l ouo' J fl:lllOt7t::m .. ;.::n .. tinctivoly ho t~onscs tho popular nood 

bocQ.u~c: he hill!self has lived throuth tho hardship, t!'.o lc.bor e.nd 

·.-r.o ea.crifico which I:ruc:t be endured) by avery man of heroic li'.OUlc! 

who struggles up to eclnenco f'rom obscurity D.D<1 low estate. !let"oen 

hir: o.nd tho people is that subtle bend which D'.nkes ~ their c!~icn 

c.nd r.'.!lke::o ~ ent!:u.:.s!s.:Jtically truat him with t.)}.:.~:-·lcy~>.lty and 

Our two ~;rca test P,ros id.ont of' %:0d.orn til:o:s poaoecscd 

thi::: quality to an unusual dat;reo. It wo.&, ir.doed, wha.t o.bovo all 

m:1da than groa.t. It was Lincoln's hUJ'!1.9.n hcc.rt, and ~0\1 \'/ilso~1 s 

pa.o.otonato desire to bri!l.g about tho happinosa of tho wholo world 

vrhich \till bo the boat rex::.cmbered by tho hi&torinna of a hundred 

yocra !'rom now. It is what ia so conspi.cuouoly lackh:g in our 

p;,•oaent a.d::linir.tre:tion, c. le.ck which htts boon at tho bot~oc of 

t~o &riming disliko sd even hatred of the othor ns.tions to-.-:o.rdG ua . 

For r:1 thout t.hic love and undorstandi.!l;; ot hb follC\1 tten no CMcr 
/ 



'. H~\Otivc oc.n ~.in for >.i::; l~.t: t~:ut it::t:orrAti.cn.o.l tri&nd:ol..~p which 

pc;.o:.:G, thorc io no doubt thn.t oul· Co·1ernor 'Till mo.ko an 
11
off1c ..... nt" 

?-;-e::oidc:.t, ~it i~ bcec.use ho nlso poacensea, to c. superlo.ti"V~ 

1-C 
e.ocroo . this rare faculty or sympe.th&tic undorste.nding I prophesy ,, 

.:ophony that ho will o.gain ple.oo u3 u:ons tho nations or the 

'1:orlt! a.a a. country which vnluos ite ~ c.n :r.uoh aa it:~ tul.tcrio.l 

!'~·cspority - a land that has no solfish desitna on e:JJ.Y woc.ker pcr::c!", 

G. lo.nd thO id00.l and inSpiratiOn Of 0.11 th000 \'/h0 drOO.U tl. ki.ndO;;' 1 

ho.ppier oivilir.e.ticn in the days to oo~e. 

If thl3 vision ot ~c..l ':orld poe.oo ,of tho c.bolishmllnt of 

'l'tar , ever oo:rr.es true, it will not bo throueh tho more :tLthol:lAtico.l 

oa.lculo.tiona of o. roc!uction ot O.rt:"~nt pro tram nor tho plo.M tudea 

ot ::r:ulti-lc.t~ral troe.ties piously deproes.tic:; armed eontliot. It 

.dll be baoa.use this n.:~.ti.:.u will select c.a ito hali.d, a loader :J.c 

u:lcl.crcte.nds tho l:~ Gido of lite, o::ho has tho forco of cl~ro.c~t:r 



:..£·\ .. ~.~·~ of bu~inesz ar.d GOVOrm:ont, but in c.n oquc.l docrco the a.npir-

tio:~:) o.r.d tha n~C'.Id3 o; t:-:~.; !nd1v!di.OO.l, tho re.rT.t.er, tho wo.c;e- eo.rnor .. 

-~.l~ c,roc.t r.:c.zs o~ c:.vc:-~.;,;; citizen:; ,-;he !.'.!i.ke up tho bc.ckbono of our 

l!::.t1o:: . 

;.;.::.or!ce. :1eede: not only an ad!:Uni:;:tro.tor but a ~oad..!!: -

a ~th£_ind_or • a blazer of tho trail to tho h1th ro&d thc.t will 

\!.VOid the botto=:Ueoz n:»rs.ss of cre.ss ~terie.li:c that ha:: enGulfed 

::.o r:nny ot tho ereo.t civilhations or the po.:;t. It 1: tho 

pt·ivilo&o or dcrcoorc.oy not only to offor such o. 1UU'l; but to offo~· 

/" 

~~im e.s ttw .~uroo: ~oad~r ~o viotOl"Y•o To ota.!td upon tho r~pc.rb 

and dio f'or our principle:: ic heroic . To sally forth to ba.ttlo 

nnd ~for our principlcfl is somethin~ t:.oro the.n heroic. ·~1o 

of~ar ono \1ho has the will to 'i'rin - Y":ho r.ot only ~esorvos :suoce:::s 

but cot'll""~ds it. Victory is his lu.bit - tho ho.ppy \Yo.rricr 





I come for the third time to urge upon a convention or my party , 

the nomination ot the Governor of the State of New York . The faith which 

I hold I still hold. It boa boon justified in tho aohiovomont . Tho whole 

country now hat learned the measure of hie greatness . 

During another four years his every act has been under the search-

light of friend and foe and he has not been found wanting. Slowly , surely, 

the proper understanding of this man has spread from coast to coast, from 

North to South. Jtost noteworthy is this fact, that the understanding of 

his stature has been spread by no paid propaganda.. by no effort on hie part 

to do other than devote his tilr.e , his head and his heart to the duties of 

his high office and the welfare of the State. His most uncompromising oppo-

nent will not deny that he has achieved an unprecendented popularity aJ'lOng 

the people of this country. He is well called "the Pathfinder to the open 

road for all true lovers of Humanity" . 

It is , however, not my belief that I should urge popularity as 

the crite rion in making our choice. A higher obligation fall s upon us We 

must first of all make sure that our nominee possesses the unusual qualifi-

cations called for by the high office of P:-esident of these United States. 

Mere party expediency must be subservient to national good. Tfe are Amer-

loans even before we are Democrats. 

Wha.t sort of President do we need todayf A man, I take i t , who 

has four great characteristics, every one of them an essential to the office. 

First of all leadership , articulate, virile , willillg to bear responsibility, 

needing no official spokesman to interpret the oracle. Next . experience , 

that does not guess but knows from l ong practice the science of governing , 

which is a very different thing from mere technical bureau orgo.nizing. Then 

honesty - the honesty that hates hypocricy and cannot live with concealment 

and deceit. 
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Laat , and in this time, moat vital, that rare ability to make 

popular government f'unotion aa it waa intended to by the Fathers, to reverse 

the present trend towarda apathy and arouse in the citizenship an active 

interest - a willingness to reassume ita share of responsibility for the 

nation' s progress . So only can we have once more a government not just for 

the people but by the people also. 

History &ives us confident assuranoo that a man who has displayed 

these qualitios as a great Governor of a State , has invariably .carried them 

with him to become a great Preoident . Look back over our list or Presidents 

s i nce the War between the States, when our rapid growth made our nation's 

business an export's task . Who stand out as out gr eat .. Presidents? New York 

gave to us Grover Cleveland teaching in Albany that public office is a public 

trust; Theodore Roosevelt preaching the doctrine of tho square deal for all; 

Virginia and New Jersey gave to us that pioneer of fellowship between nations, 

our great leader, Woodrow Wil son . 

Let us measure our present Governor by those sto.ndards . Personal 

leadership is a funde.rnental of successful government . I do not mean the 

leadership of the band of good fellows and good schemers who followed Presi

dent Harding , nor tho purely perfunctory party l oyalty which has part of the 

time in part of the country sustained the present Chief Executive . I mean 

that leadership which by sheer force of mind, by chain of Wlanswerab l e logic 

has brought friends and foes alike to enact vitally needed measures of govern

ment reform. 

His staunchest political adversaries concede tho Governor ' s unique 

and unpo.ralled record of constructive achievement in the total reorganization 

of the machinery of eovernment , in the business-like management or state finance , 

i n the enactment of a legis lative program for the protection of men, women 

and children engaged in industry, in the improvement or tho public health, 

and in the attainment of the finest sto.ndard of public service in t~e inter-

est of humanity. This he has accomplished by a personality of vibrant , many 



sided appeal , which has swept along with it a legislature of a different pol -

itical faith. 

During the past month alone , the Republican controlled Congress of 

the United States r epeatedly passed important bills over t he veto of a Repub

lican PreSident . Dur i ng eight years at Albany the wisdom ot every v eto by a 

Democratic Governor has been sustained by a Republican legislature. In the 

sSJ!Ie way t he fitness of his appointments has been recognized and confirmed 

without exception by a hostile Republican State Senate, whereas a friendly 

Federal Senate has on occasion afte r occasion r e jected the nomi nations sent 

in by its titular party l eader . 

The second gr oat need is experience . By thi s I refer not merely 

to length of time in office - I mean that practical understanding whieh c omes 
cf 

from the l ong and thought.ful studyJ'\ and daily dealin gs with the basic pri nci-

ples involved in the science of taxation , of social welfare , of industrial 

legislation, of goverru:lental budt;ets and adminhtration , of penology , of 

legislative procedure and practice , of constitutional law. In o.ll these 

matters the Governor of New York ha s developed himself into an expert , re-

cognized and consul ted by men and women of all partios . In any confer ence 

of soholars on t hese subj ect s he takes his plaoe naturally a s a trained and 

efficient speoialist . He also possesses that most unusual quality of select-

ing a ppointees not only skilled in t he theoretical side of their work but 

able to give the highest administrative sucoesa to their task. The high 

standard of the appointees or the Governor , their integrity, their ability, 

has made strong appeal to the citizons of his state, urban and rural , regard-

less of party . I add "rural" advisedly . For eaoh suooeeding gubernatorial 

election has s hown .for him evon gr eater pr oportional gains in the agricultural 

sections than in the large communities . 

As one who served his state in the Leghlaturo of which this Governor 

was then also a member, and who later f o r nearly eight years held an adminis-



trative post under President Wilson at \Taahington , I can bear witness that 

the problems which confront the Governor of New York and those national pro-

blem.s which confront t he Pres ident at Washington differ chiefly 1n geographic 

extent and not in the tundamentals of poll tical principle . The Governor' a 

atudy ot the needs of his own State has given him deep insieht into similar 

problems of other Sta tes and also or' their application to the machinery 

and the needs of the Federal Government . In the lo.at analysis a matter of 

administrative refor m, of industrial bett erment, of the regulation of public 

carriers , of the development of natural r esour ces, of the retention of the 

ownership of primary wate r power in the people, of the improvement of the lot 

of the farmer differs little , whether the problem coeur in Albany , in Spokane, 

in Atlanta , o r in Washington . 

How wel l the people of hi3 State have understood and approved the 

wiee sol ution of these questions is best shown by the fact t hat he has been 

elected and re-elected , and re- elected, and again elected Governor by huge 
- ~ /1::1 J.d .. ,tfl"!"r/:. v-J fhN•~u·t/$ -

majorities" in a normally Republican s t a t e . 

Now as t o the requisite of honesty. I do not mean an honesty that 

merely keeps a man out of jail, or an honesty that while avoiding personal 

smirch, hides the corruption of others . I speak of that honesty that lets a 

man sleep well of nights , fearing no Senatorial investigation, that honesty 

that demands faithfulness to the public trust in every publi o servant , that 

honesty which takes inunediate action to correct abuse. 
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The whole story ot hie constant and persistent efforts to insure the 

practice of the spirit as well as the letter of official a.nd private 

probity in public places is eo well understood by the voters of hie 

State that more and more Republicans vote for him every time he 1 s 

attacked. This i s a topic which need not be enlarged upon. The 

voting public of the nation ie fully wise enough t o compare the ethical 

standards of offi ci al Albany with those of offioio.l Washington. 

And now lae t of all, and where the Governor excels over all 

the political leaders of this day, comes the abili ty to interest the 

people in the me chanics of their governmental rrachinery. to take the \"hf,. .. ;, 

'MA apart nnd show the function of each wheel. -trhe averag& 10 l • et 

auP stet· • •• a ue of tb• fun •tone at ow offleftla and t!te:k 

--e..f!iDII 'II 

Power to impart knowledge of, .. nd create interest in, govern• 

ment is the crying need of our time. The soul or our cpuntry, lulled 

by mere material prosperity, has passed through eight gray years • 

..ln WDf pert .. e£ 'lllie werU *be 'liM taJJd' y alroMS it&ftf. 

hA-'- f «1/11.< ""'' 1--n .... t-
w .... Mt +bo PD1 ]r p ple H acquiesce 1n the easy thought d beiDE mere 

paesengera eo l ong aa the drivers and mechanics <b not disturb our com- .J,.. A, 
'\.,.," ,--6-<-- .'i· ~':•(vS Jt</i~ HI 

tort. We lll""t' nob eapao:tau., concerned aver our deatinatio~ 

l l ---- .-,., .. , , i f~t 
l"T\KI ..... the passing scenery is pleasant to t he eye . We a.r• nat re·1 '¥ ••eh 

interested in whether that national destination be heaven or hell .t;!_vl/ ' ))/}f 

r t-- . r. .. IJ~ ~-~ _.J 
~ th at the wheelA assur~ us tha.t we shall there find a 

full bank account and a soft bed. 



1f4wu, bet'* h gull £61 Vbtl iig on !'!&ot t a k:y; jn an e r a 

'hl•·•t •• r 
of the r eady- made we accept ready- made goverrunent; in a day ot 

"' , , .. ;n, ... r 
high powered advertising we~ fall for the falae statements of the 

most highly or,;o.nized propaganda ever developed by the owners ot the 

') y < r/ 0 ?> lJ /. liHu< f- L;s-
Republican Party. !t-t ... :r"G&e 11 a.t.·h 1 f f"F' d t· i.ta 1 ?8' 011:,1 

~ change these United Sovereign States ot America i nto the 

"United States, I ncorporated,." with a l imited and self- perpetuating 

Board of Directors a nd no voting power i n the COtm\On . etoolch.oldera. 

Thi s i s a time of national danger unless Amerioe. can be 

roused again to wakefulness. I say this i n no spirit of the 

demagog, in no wish to attack the legiti.ma.te course of the lif e 

or business of our citizens . see only one hope of a return to 

that participation by t he people i n thei r government which hitherto 

marked us out as the gt"eat out standing succeoa among demoeratia 

republics. 

That hope lies in the per eonali ty of the new man at the 

wheel, and especially in his pur pose to arouse the spirit of interest 

and the desire to participate. 

The Governor of the State of New York stands out today as 

having that purpose, as having proved during these same eight year• 

not only hie desire but his power to make the peopl e as interested 

i n t heir gover ll.l'!lent as he is himself. 

I have described so far qualiti es entirely or the mind,-

the mental a nd moral equipment without which no President ca.n sue-

oess f'ul ly meet the administrative and mate rial problems of hi1 



office. It is possible rith only these qualities for a man to 

be a r easonably efficient President , but there is one thing more 

noeded to make him a great President . It is that quality of soul 

which makes a man loved by little children, by dumb animals, that 

quality of soul which makes him a strong he l p to a.ll thoae in sorrow 

or in t rouble , that quality which makes him not merely admired, but 

l oved by all the people , - the quality of sympathetic understanding 

of tho human heart, of real i nterest in one ' s fellowmen. Insti nctively 

ho senses the popular need because he himself has lived through the 

~ ... ,~ ~ ·~ ~~·· b -· ...... 00~ ~··· -· 

om•~>~ 
}f:.. l,.t, . .. , ,/ It, ,1A{' / ·" ""J:.It ~. ~ ;-

-( , ~ .. Jw '• ( {,') ~I"?"< •
1 
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Our b--o greatest Presidents of modern times possessed this quality 

t o an unueual degree. It W':.\8 , indeed, what above all made them great . It 

was Lincoln's hwnan heart, and Woodr ow Wilsou•s passionate desire to bring 

about the happiness of the whole world which will be the longest remembered 

by the historians of a hundred years from now. It is what is so conspi cuously 

lacking in our present administration )a lack which has been at the bottom or 

the growing dislike and even hatred of' the other nations towards us. For 

without this love and under standing of' his fellow men no Chief Executive can 

win for his land that inter national friendship Which is alone the sure 

foundation of' l asting peace. 

Becauoe of his power of l eadership, because of his unequalled 

knowledge of the science of government, because of hie uncompromising honesty. 

because or his ability to bring the government home to the people, there is 

no doubt th9.t our Governor will make an "efficient" President, but it is 

because he also possesses, to a superlative degree, this r are faoulty or sympathio 

understanding I prophesy he will also make a great President, and because or 

t his I further prophesy that he will again place us among the nations of the 

world as a com1try which values its ideals as much as its material prosperity 

e. land that has no selfish designs on any weaker power 1 a land the i deal and 

i nspiration of all those who dream a kinder , happier civilization in the days 

to come. 

If the vision of real world peace , of the abOlishment of' war• 

ever comes true , it wil l not be through the mere mathematical calculatione 

of a r eduction or armanent program nor the platitudes or multi-lateral 

treaties piously deprecating armed conf'liot. It will be because this nation 

will solect as its head, a leade r who understands the hwtlan side of life• 

who has the force of character and the keenness of brain to take, instinctively. 
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the right course and the real course toward a prosperity that will 

uwwot he 1 "''' tl ln ooM 

America needs not only e.n adminis trator but a loader- a 

pathllinder , a blazer of the trail to the high road that will avoid 

.~ 
the bottomless morass of crass materil~ that has engulit!8d 

so many of the great civilizations of the past.L~~\C A'zf,;,ee 
"Tit"" DeM06P10)1 tO bH. .. r'-"'"Wio>i•._...,. __ .__.Qoo;loo.o•....,.wioboo..l:b""e4'..;1;1;jbl.I•U:*.l.11J,;lL-IP.;e~.JLl.n, 





I come for the third time a to ur ge upon a convention 

ot my party , the nomination of the Governor of the State of 

New York. The faith which I held I !!!!..! hold. It has boen 

ju3tlfied in t~e ach~nt. The whole country ~has learned 

the JMasur~ of his greatnesa . 

During another four years his every act has been under 

the searchlight of friend and foe and he has ~?; been found 

wltfting. Slowly, surely, the proper under3tanding of this man 

has spread from ooast--to-coaat;--from-North-to-South. J.tost 

noteworthy is this f'act, that the understanding of his stature 

has been spread by n~ p
1

aid propaganda, by no effort on his_ part 

to do other than devote hi3 ~e, his ~ead and his heart to 

the duties of his high office and tho welfare of the State.f""' His 

most unoompromi(ling opponent will not deny that ho has achieved 

an unpreoendented popularity among the people of thi s country. 

He is ~1 cal led "the Pathfinder to the open road for all true 

lovers of Humanity". 

It is, howover, not my belief that I s hould urge popu-

larlty as the criterion i n making our choice . A higher obliga.-



tion f'alls upon us We must , f'irat of' all, make sure that our 

nominee possesses the unusual qualifioationa called f'or by the 

high ofrioo of ~osidont !'_f those Unitod Statos. lloro part)' 

expediency must be subservient to national good. lre are Americans 

even before we are Democrats. 

What sort of Pr esident do we need today? A man, I 

take it , who has four great characteristics , every one of them 

an essential to the office . First of' a .ll leadersh..:?, articulate, -

virile\ willing to bear reaponsibility, needing no official spokes-

.. -
man to i nterpret the oracle. Next , experience , that does not 

guess but knows from long practice the science of governing , 

which h a very different thing from mere tochnioal bureau or-

ganizing. Then honesty - the honeoty that hates hypocrioy and 

~t ~ with concealment and deceit . 

Last , a.nd in this time, most vital , that rare ability 

to make popular government runction as it wo.s intended to by tho 

Fathers, to reverse the present trend towards a path¥ and arouse 

1n the citizenah!.p t1.tt acti"t'e interest - • rlllinsnesa to reassume 

ita share or responsibility tor the nation' a progross. So only 

oe.n we have once more a government not just tor the people, but .!:J_ 
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by the people also . 

History gives us confident assurance that a man who haa 

displayed these qual ities as a groat Governor of a State, has 

invariably carried them with him to become a great President. 

Look back: over our list of PreJidenta ainoe the War between 

the States, when our r apid growth rnade our nation' a business 

an expert' a task. Who stand out as our great Pr esidents? New York 

,, 
gave to ua Grover Cleveland teaching in Albany that public office 

is a public trust; Theodore Roosevelt preaching the doctrine 

of the square deal for all; Virginia and New Jersey gave to us 

that pioneer of rellowship between nations, our gr eat leader , 

= 
Woodrow Wilson . 

Let us measure our pro sent Governor by those standards. 

Personal leadership is a fundamental of successful goverrune.at. 

I do not mean the l eadership of the band of good fellow{ and 

good schemer~ who followed President Barding , nor the purely 

pert'unotory party l oyalty wbioh has part of the time in part of 

the country sustained the present Chief Executive . I mean that 

leadership which by sheer force of mind . by ~n of ~anewero.ble 

logic has brought friends and foes alike to enact vitally needed 



• 
measures of governm.ent reeorm. 

His staunchest political adversaries oonoede the Governor's 

unique and unparalled record of constructive achievement in the 

total reorganization of the machinery of government, in the 

business- like management of state finance, in the enactment of 

a legislative program for the protection of men, women and children 

engaged in industry , i n the improvement of tho public health, and 

in the attainment of the fines t standard of public service in 

the interest of humanity. This he has accomplished by a peraon

r.~1. C/'u. / 

ality
11 

of vibrant, many sided appeal , which has awopt along with 

it a legislature of a different political faith. 

During the past month alone, the Republican controlled 

Congres s of the United States repeatedly passed important bills 

over the veto of a Republican Pre3i dent. During ~t ~s at 

Albany the wisdom of every veto by a Democratic Governor has 

been ~ed by a Republican legiolature. In the same way 

the fitness of his appointments has been recognized and con-

firmed without exception by a hostile Republican State Senate , 

whereas a friendly Federal Senate has on occasion after occasion re-

j ected the nominations sent in by ita titular party leader . 
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The second great need is experience. By this I rater 

not merely to length of time in office - I mean that practical 

understanding which comes from the long and thoughtful study of) 

and daily dealings with_, the basic principles involved in the 

aoienoe of taxation, of social welfare, of industrial legislation, 

of governmental budgets and administration , of penology, of 

legis lative procedure and practice, of constitutional law. In 

all these matters the Governor of N'o·N York has developed himself 

into an ~rt, recognized and consulted by men and women of~ 

parties. In any conference of scholars on these subjects he 

-;akes his place naturally as a trained and efficient specialist. 

/. He alae possesses that most ~quality of selecting appointees 

not only skilled ·tn the theoretical aide of their work, but able 

to give the highest administrative success to their task. The 

high standard of the appointees of the Governor , their integrity, 

their ability, has made strong a ppeal to the citizens of his state , 

urban and rural, regardless of party. I add "rural" advisedly 

- -
for eaoh succeeding gubernatorial election has shown for him even 

greater proportional gains i n the agricultural sections than in 

the large communities . 

AI: one who served his state in t he Legialature of which 



this Governor was then also a member , and who late r for nearly e ight 

years he ld an administrative post under President Wileen at i'laah-

ington , I can bear witness that the problems which confront tho 

Governor of Now '!ork and those national problems which confront 

the President at " ashington d iffer chiefly 1n geographic oxtent 

and not i n t he fundamentals of pol itical principle . The Governor' s 

study of the noods of hie ovm State has given him deep insight 

into simil a r probl ems of other States and also of their applicati on 

to the machinery &.Zld. the needs of the Federal Government . In the 

l ast analysia a matter of admi nistrative r eform, of industrial 

betterment , of the re gul ation of publ ic carr ier a , of the devel-

opment of natural r esources , of the retention of the ownership 

of pr imary water power in the people , of the improvement of 

the lot of the farmer) differs little , whether the prob~elll.. occur 

in Albany , in Spokane , in Atlanta , or 1n Washington. 

How well the people of hie ~ have understood and 

approved the wise solution of those questions i s best shown by 

t ho fact that he ha• been elocte~ and re- elected, and re-elected , 

and again e lected Governor by huge majorities - in the hundreds 

of thousands ... in a normally Republican state. 
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Now as to tho r equisite of ~esty. I do not mean 

an honesty t hat mere l y keeps a man out of jai l, or an honesty 

that "'·bile avoidi ng personal smirch, ~ the <;E_rruption of 

ot:hors . I speak of that honesty that lets a man :5leep well of 

nights , fearint no Senator!t:t.l investigation , that honesty that 

demands faithfulness to the publ ic trust in every public servo..nt , 

that honesty which take s ~ediate action to cor rect o.buae . 

Tho whole story of his constant and pers i stent efforts 

to i nsur e t he practice of the spirit as Vlell as the letter of 

official and private probity in public places is so well undElr-

stood by the voters of his State that more and mor e Republicans 

vote f or him every time he is attacked. ~his is a topic Hh~ c· . 

r need not be enlarged upon. The votir.g public of the nation 

is fully wise enough to oompo.re
1 

the ethical standards of 

official Albany with tboss of official Waobington. 

And now last of all , and whoro the Governor exceaa ovor 

all the political leaders of this day, ooc.es the abil ity to in-

terest tho people in the mechanics of the i r Governmental mach-

1nery, to tako the engine apart and show the function of each 

whee l. 
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Power tO impart knowledge of and cr eate interest in, 

government is the ~r~t ~ee~ of our~ -t:_ime• The soul or our 

country, lulled by mer e mater ial pr osperity . has passed t hrough 

eight gray years . 

Our people must not acquiesce in the easy thought of 

being mere passengers so long as the drive r s and mechanics 

do not di sturb our comfort. Vie must be concerned over our des-

t l nation, not merely satisfied that t he passing scenery is 

pl easant to t he eye . \\'e must be i nterested in whether that 

national destination be heaven or hell and not content tha t the 

man at tho wheel has assured ua that 'tli'O shall there find a i'ull 

bank account and a soft bed. 

I n an era of the r ea dy- made we must not accept reo.dy-

made gc:_vernm.ent j in a day of high powered advertisin& we ~st not 

fall for the false statements of the most hie;hly organh cd propa-

ganda ever developed by the owners of the Republican Party. We do 

not want to change t~ ~d Sovereign State~ of America into 

tho 11United States. Incorpor ated" , ..,:ith a l imited and aelf- pcrpet-

u&ting Board of Director s and no votir.g power in the common 

stook.holderG. 
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This ia a time or na:_ional danger unless Ameri ca can be 

roused again to wakefulness . I say this in no spirit or the demagog, 

in no wish to attack the legitimate course of the life or business 

of our citizens. I see only one hope of a r eturn to that 

participation by the people in their government which hitherto 

marked us out as the great outstanding success amen& democratic 

republi2 

~ hope lies in the personality of the new man at the 

wheel , and especially in hi& purpose to arouse the spir it of in-

terest and the desir e to participate. 

The Governor of the State of New lork stands out today 

as havi~t that purpose, as having ~ed during these ae.me eight 

years not only his desire but his power to make the people as 

interested in their governDlent as he is himself. 

I have described so far qualities entirely of the mind , -

} 
the mental and moral equipment without which no President can 

successfully meat the administrative and material problems of 

his office . It is possible
1
with only thece qualitiaa tor a man 

to bo a r easonably efficien~ Fresident , but there 1s one thing 

moro needed to CAke him a groat President . It 1e that quality 

of soul which makoo a 11\&ll l ovod by little children, by dUI:Ib 
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animal s , ~t q~ali ty of soul which makes him a strong help to 

all those in sorrow or in trouble , that quality which makes him J 

not 1nerely admi red, but l oved by all the people, - the quali ty of 

i n one' s fellowmen. --Instinctively ho senses the popular need 

because he himself has lived through the hardship, the labor and 

the sac r ifi ce which must be endured) by ever y man of heroic mould 

who struggles up to eminence from obscurity and l ow estate . Between 

him and the people is that subtl e bond which D\Bkes ~ their champion 

and tr.akes ~ enthusia stically trust him with ~loyalty and 

~love . 

Our two greatest President. of IOOdorn times possessed 

this quality to an unusual deg.r ee . It was , indeed , what above all 

made them groat . It was Lincoln' s hums.n heart , and Woodrow Wilson' a 

passionate desi r e to bring about the happines s or the whole world 

which will be the best remember ed by the historians of a hundred 

years from now. It is what i s so conspicuously lacking in our 

present administration, a lack which has been at the bottom of 

the growing dislike and even hatred of the other nations tow&.r ds us . 

For without this l ove and understanding of his fellow men no Chiof 
/ 



I 

J 

Executlve can win for his land that international friendship which 

is alone the ~ t~ion of l..!!,.ting peace . 

Because of his power of leadership,, because of his \Olequalled 

knowledge of the science of government ,, because of his uncompromising 

hones ty, ) because of his ability to bring the government home to the 

people 'I there is no doubt tho.t our Governor will make an "efficient" 

President , ~ it is because ho also possesses , to a superlative 

/).;: 
degree , this rare faculty of sympathetic underst&nding I prophesy 

I 

he will also make ! ~ President ,
0

and because of this I further 

prophesy that he will again place us among tho nations of the 

worlci as a country which values its :Heals as much as its material 

prosperity - a. land that has no selfish designs on any weaker power , 

a land the ideal and inspirati on of all thoso who dream a kinder , 

happier civilization in the days to come. 

Ir the vision of real world peace ,of the abolishment of 

war , ever comes true, i t will not be throu&}l the mere mathematical 

calculations or a reducti on of armaaent program nor the pl atitudes 

or multi- lateral treaties piously deprecating armed conflict. It 

will be because this nation will select as its head , a l eader who 

understands the hUman aide of life, TTho has the force or character 



and the keenness of brain to take, ~ely, the right c~uree_ 

and the real cour se toward a prosperity that will be more than 

material, a leader also who grasps and understands not only large 

affairs of business and gove rnment , but in e.n equal degree the aapir-

a tiona and the needs of the i ndi vidual , the farmer , the wage- earner -

the gr eat mass or average citi zens who make up the backbone of our 

nation. 

America needs not only an administrator but a !_eader -

a pathf inder, a blazer of the trail to the hie,h road that will 

avoid the bottomless morass of crass material ism that has en~;ulfed 

so many of the great oivili zati ons of the past . It is the 

privilege of democracy not only to offer such a man but to offer j 

him as the ! urest l eader to victory. O To stand upon the r amparts 

and die for our principles is heroic. To sally forth to battle 

and win for our principles is something mor e than heroic. We 

offer one who has the will to win - who not only ~eserve:; success 

but commands it . Victory is his habit - the happy warrior 

ALFRED E. SIIITH 
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!lurl113 the past D'Gnth c.lo:l~ , t~e • ~;.u.,lica.."l <cnt.J·oll J 

Cong:re:S3 or t ite Uni ted States repoate~l:t 9use:e, i"D,...ca·t'J.o~t M.l h OY~l"' 

the veto of o. ltepubl1 ran President. LA.rl.n;?' Cl.;' t. :· .. re , t /.l~r:::r 

the wisdom or every •teto by t1. Del:".oe!'atie ·•o ve:-nor haz teen !"'.Utttine~ 

"by e hepubl! ran l egi slature. In the :tomo way tlle fi!.nes' of hi~ •?

:-ointments hu been rceot7lized on~ cont'trme~ tli thout cxeer.t1on bJ a 

).oDt ile Re}Jublican Stot e Senate, wherea:s a. friendl::r l'tderal Sellf'U 

ljns on oer.a~lon a rter occasion rejected the nominotio:-:a eent i n 111 

i tiS ti tulG!' pa :-ty l eader . 

Tho ~econ<l gruot n eed i :s ex,eri e:lcc. d"./ t hh 1 M f <.r not 

rnorely to len~th or timo tn office - 1 mean th~t ~rActicsl um1.1$%'

etono:'J1ng whi ch r..omes from the lent. 'ln(j thou1£}ltt'ul at•1.-j:r or an~ daily 

<lODlin~n witt". t ile bneic prineiploc i nvolved in the seien ce of ~7A

t1on, of Docinl ·rolfo:•c , or 1ndufttr·1ol legi1lot!on, of pov.,:-rute.nt.l 

budget::~ and odmi n1etrut1on, ot peJ~aloe"J", or l';..t1alot1·/., proe~du:-e 

end practice , or eon3t1tut1onal lsYI. Ir. all thlleo f!"'At.";er a th• 

Governor of li.,w Yor k h as dovl:l lopcl'\ h1:.a~olf 1nt¢ an "li7.;it:rt, r>eeo.;-

n1?.o<1. ond I'!OO:Jultcd by men nnd. women o!.' al l po.rt1~s. !n any ~or..

teronce of acholr.~rs on theco eubjects 11o t!lkt}s hh ploce nstws.ll,

na a t!"nined and uf ric t ont specialist . He nleo poa:seues tlHlt tr.ot.t 

unusual quo.l1tj' of !!eloettna appoin tee.:J nQt only oY.ille1. 1n ~~ 

theoretical :JJdc or their '.'101'1: , ~ut sblo to ,;.i ve t;hc h1&,el!t .. ~in ... 

1otrative eue~e:s3 to thoir t"'sk . 

IJ~3 ot t he ~ovornor, tho1r integrity , thei r l\b111t7, has :ade :tror~ 

llnpcal to tho c1 t 1zena of hh stat'!, ur ban end. rural, ree,ard.l~•_. 9f 

pa rty . 1 ndd 11rurol 11 :dvis~dly, 'or .,aeh sueceedine $)UberAAtor16l 

oloction he..~ ~ho':ill ror il1m ev1n f!J ;att:l tt prc..portional PG.in~ in th~ 

np.,ricul t urnl nectiont~ thon in t h11 tar ee commur;1ti~• ~ 

As one who nervod hh ctote in tho Les;i~lature of 11111eh 

thi!J Governor rao ti':.cn olso a member, ant! "'to loter· tor nee:>l)' 

oi &ht yee.rs h12lCI O.."l ocl>:linl~trati•le po!!t un1.cr ff'Oei "'ert .. ;Uson ~t 

"ooh1ngton , 1 can benr ·.~i::ncos t!}Bt U "J prcbliJ:,s .-hi,.:. confr-ont ~ ...... 

IJo vernor of Hf1'1" Yorl• nnrJ t.t.O!IJ r.at1or.~l r-roblr.:-:. ft':lld' I"!Or.frc;m.t tl"A 

Prettldcnt o t. B2h1n}~ton !1ff'')r c~icfl; in f!~OI~r«s;.h1 r; extent e~J t.ot 

in the fun~amcntol3 r.,f political prin~tf)!f..J . Thr :?v~·t1"l?V 1 :s J11t.1q 

of the neC::d.s o!' l.iJ or.n ·"t.c.t.o !.,.1 gi•ten J.h. 1c1·fJ 1r.!'!!.{'t.t into ~h·-1-

lar problc:-:e or ot' 1r Jt.r. •.e:- on<! al:so or t.t.,.•r HJ pllt!l tit,.n to tJ~t 
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.t:al'!ht_,.., &Dd tl".e neea ot t:te Federal oovernr.tent . In the lut 

~.J•is • .. tter or a4a1rti•trat1•e retom, ot indu l'l t r inl bett bMl3n'!., 

or the regulation or P'lblie earrier•, or the dcvelo;>ment or nnht~,.:. 

:"e.oul"eee, ot t he retention ot the owner!Jh!p o t' pritnory water power 

1.:: tile ,.ople, or the iaprovement ot the lot of the far mer differs 

lt.t t ·le, tf'Jethe'r the pJ"'bl~.~~n occur iJ'I. Albany, in Spokane, 1n Atlanta , 

w in Wa2ht.ngton. 

How well the people ot hi: State have understood and ap

p1"0'Y41d t'htl wlat: Solution or these r .. :.elti onn i e best shown by the 

.tac t t:Jt..at he !lac •been elected o.nd : J - elected, and re-elected , and 

•e.ain. t~lecUd r70 vernor by h ue;e Nl j <.. ·!ties - in the ·hundreds of 

d".out:ands ... in a normall7 P.epubli~an stat e . 

JCow ae to the rtt')Uie ite ot hon~sty . I do not mean an honesty 

tf!*~ cteTd7 ke:e pt & r.'lttn ?ut o t jail, o:r an hon~sty that while a voi d-

ing pe·rson.sl acireh , h i dee: the corruption of others, 1 speak of. 

~.at t.oM1t7 t hD.t l~ta a r.tan sleep well or n1ghta1 tearing no Sena

tot-1al 1r.Ye~t1~t1on, t hat honosty that deman ds f a ithfulness t o the 

~11011e tMat in every public servant, t hat honest :; which tnkee 1m

udta.te aetion to eorreet abu8e . 

1'he '#bol t: stor7 or his constant a nd persistent efforts to 

1~e the p1"aet 1ce of the spiri t as v1ell a~ t he letter or official 

•nd priYate probitJ i n public plac'}lJ 1~ so well under3tood by the 

VO'tel"l ot hit Stat~ t h at more and. :- ore Republicans vote for h i m 

f::YeT'T titu he 13 attaelced.. This ~ t a topic whi ch need not be en-

lg~d '.1""n ~ The vo ting public o:· the nation is tully wise enough 

U. co:ep&J"e th6 eth i cal standard.!l ot official Albany with those of 

ot'ticial Washington. 

4nd no-. l a3: ot 411, and Where t t.c Governor excela over all 

t::"..e political l ead.era ot this 4ay, comes the ability to interest t he 

:people in t he oecl'>.a.nics ot their Oovern"nentol r.ta.chinery , to take the 

en~r.e. apart and thow the function ot each v1hee1 . 

Power to !=part know1edt;e ot and create inter est tn, govern-

r.t=nt is the t r,ing need or our time . ~-:: co1Jl c.r otu"" courJtry, lulled 

b7 :ter"ft Mterial pro:Jper1t7, has pa~:'l6d t ht'(IUgh "i3'h.t ;~ay years . 

OUr peopl e ~a"::t not acqu! ,sce 1'1 ti:e cat.7 t.h~v:t. t or being ~ . ~ 

ure p .. tunt.ers ~o l one aa. the (.:ri·: f}r t" and c-.eehrni c s do not. d inturb 



f".a~hiner7 and tt..e needs or t~e Fe-~al tJov~r...ent . In the l a:!t 

nn"\lysis e anttel' of t4m,nistra.t1¥e r et?m, of 1n11L•t,.1.ol bci;t br-nJn'.., 

or the regulati on of J)\lbl1e earr1-<ere, or t;h.e dc,,eloi)C'lent ot n:lh.':"'l:. 

re110UJ'ces , of t he r etention of tt>..e owr.er,hip or prh:sory wc. t er [lO't'!!!n• 

in the peopl e , ot the t.mprove~nt of the lot or t he .fat":""-"r cUtt er s 

lt t tle, 911hether t h e pr oblf'Cl oe~ur iJ'l; Alban1, in Spokane, 1r. J..tla.nta , 

or in 'tla.3h1ngton . 

How Ylf"ll the people of hi · State hove underatoo1. aM ap

proved the. Yt1 3c 3olut1on ot t41eu ' ;.eetion!l 11 best ehown bJ the 

!act that he !ln" •been c.l,ete-:1 an~ J- e:1eeted, and :-o-el eeted., and. 

&(;a1n el ected (iO VOJ'nQJ' by huee MJI~ •1 t1el .. 1n thf'J hundreds Of 

t houuand.s - in a nor"::''Q117 Pe.,ubli~an stiJte. 

Now a.c to the :oe1Ui aite r; t hon~at7. l l1o not mean an honest-; 

thnt merely ke-:pe a f"!Dn out;. ot Jail, or an toNn-.e ty thAt wh ile a void-

ing pereonal ur::J ireh, h id.ee tl'.e cor ruption of others . 1 apeak of 

that hone:st:r t ho. t leta a C'.u:n elecp well ot nichta , f earing r..o Sena

toritll 1nve3ti"',llt1on, t ho.t borwety that dt.m'o~.nds tr.tthtulness t o the 

public trUBt in ev~ry public t:l}f'Val\t, that t on()t t :; 'lthtch to.kee i m

r.tec11ate action to eorreet ab1u:e. 

The whol e: • t ory ot hh conetant. a nrt puatatent e!fol'ts to 

insure t he prneticfl Of the spirit &I well Rl th~ letter Of O!t1.c i al 

and pri vate probitJ in public ploe"• i e eo well under:5tood b"/ the 

voters of hie St a te that more ar.li :"::Jre Hepublicane •1ot e tor h i m 

e very time he 13 attal'!ked. Thh z. a t opic •lh i ch need not be en-

lo.rged upon. The vot1n~ public o~· the nAtion is tully wi se enough 

to compare the ethical atan1.8r~ of ot'fidal Albuv wit h t hose of 

offici al \'/nshinet<in . 

And now l a't. of 411, and. .-nerc tl'.c aovornor eT.eels over all 

the politienl l oadere of t hh day, comes the abilit7 to int erest t he 

people in the !:lf:ie}"o..aniel of their Oover1t"'ltntal r.meh1ner,., to to.k e the 

engine apart and. 1h.ow t he r unet1on ot each •th.,ol . 

Power to i mpart Y.nowl.edr~ of nn4 crCI\tc 1ntercHi t t.n, govern-

mciOt i:s t he c rj'ing need or our time. ~~ .. :..O'J..o. c,t our cour,try, lullot1 

by mel"e mater ial prosperi ty, hal JjliJ "'f;1 t,.,c,wgh t1..,..t. ... tJ"/ ~-ura. 

Our people rmr.lt not ee'}U1,.,r,, i '·• .,tts.7 !.: r..u i• '- or be1na 

u:ere p.uaene;ers •o lone &4 t,,tJ ~":r1-- rr """' tr t~Hn1'.• do rN &. "'tn t uj.h 
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our co•fort. \Ye nur~t be concerned over our destination, not mot·oly 

aatiafied that the pa:s:sing aeener:( is plt:nannt tl) thts eye. we r.:u:st 

be interested in whether that national deatiru:.til)n be hos ven or hell 

and not content that the man &t the wheel hna n aaurod ue: thllt we 

ahftll there find o full hAnk account end o sort bed, 

In on tra or the ready-made we nu ~ t not accept reo.dy-rnc.de 

g?vt:mment, 1n o duy or high powered advert1slng Yle must not fall 

for the false !l tott.ments l)f the moat highly orsonizCic.1 propagonda 

ever 6 eve l oped by the owners or the RepubUcan Party. \'le do not 

went to change thes& United 5f)vere1gn States or America into the 
11
United States, Ineorporatttd" , with a '1 11'!\ited e nd nelf-perpetuating 

board 'Jf Directors and no voting povrl:!r i n the C<?l!Unon stockhold6ra. 

This is n timE flf notions! dang(:,r unles s Ameri ca can be 

T'I)Uoad again t<? wak~tulntn a, I say this in no spirit of the doma -

8"8 • in no wish t .., ottack the lt-gitim&te course or tht= life ?r buei 

ine8s or our c iti zen~. 1 seE: only one hop«: or n re turn to that par

ticipeti<?n by the pt:<?ple in thoir govemm~nt which hitherto marked 

u.s I)Ut aa the greot outotending success &ll'nng dtmocretic republica. 

That hop~: lio s in tht. pt:rs?nality of tht: new r.utn nt the 

whet.l, end upoehlly in hiD purpi):Je to crouao the spirit or in .. 

hroat and the d!!airt: t"l perhcij:to.t&. 

'nle Oovern?r ,r the State or New v,rk stand:~ ?Ut t'XIay u 
h Dving that purp..,.oe, as hav ing prl)ved during these same eigllt ye:a:rs 

n"t only hls delire but his p'lWer t'l mllke the pe"ple as intereated 

in thei r g?ve~ment as he i s himself~ 

1 have described Rl) far qualities en tirely fJf the mind, -

the mental and morlll equipnent without l'lhich no Pre s ident oon ouc ... 

eessrully meet t.he lldminilltretive and t'laterial problers or his or ... 

!'iee. lt is PfJnible with only these qualities tor a man to be a 

reaaonably efficient President, but the:-e is one thing more needf:ld 

t? mPkr laim 8 srest Preoident. It i s tht.~t quaU ty of s-,ul wl:. i c h 

makes o man loved by little child:-en, by dumb enir.:olB
1 

that qunllty 

o f aoul M'lieh mokra him a strong help t? e ll tho~e in aor:-ow o:- in 

t~uble, that QUIJlity which mnkea hio Ol)t mt:-e ly ad."'lt:'id, t•Jt loved 

b7 all the people• - the quality or &rr'"i''lt:hct1e undt:t:ratlu.c!ir.g or the ,:f 
-
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our coatort. \Yo rru.rt be cone4!1rned over our de a tina tton, not IIOJ'•ol,. 

eat1et'1ed that the ptuing ae ener;r i e plen1ant t l) t ho eye. We r.:uot 

be interested in Whether that national deatinc.til)n be hesven or hell 

and not content that the man at the wheel has 11aaured ua thcat we 

ahflll there find o f'Ull bank oecount end e sort bed, 

In an era of the read,.· made we nuat not accept reo.dy-mo.de 

g?vernment; in " day or h i gh powered advertiung we muo t not tall 

tor the fal se tJ tohments or the moat highly orgonizod propagonda 

ever 6evelope d by the owners or the Republican Party. 1'/e do not 

want to ohsnge thou Unihd sovereign StAtes of Ameri ca into the 
11Uni ted States, Incorporated" , with a l.!mi ted ond solf·p~rpetueting 

board or Directors and. no voti ng power in the Co?mmon otoekholdCJre, 

Thh is n time r>f nationAl dnngE:r unless Amori co con be 

J"I)Uotsd again t., wakd'ulntns, I say thh in ro spirit or the demo. .. 

gog, in no wish t., ottack the ltgitim&te cour:~o or tht: lite "r busi-

!ness or our c itizen:1, seE: only one h opt- or n return to that par .. 

ticipoti'ln by thtt Pb"Ple in thoir governmt:nt whi ch hitherto marked 

u s 'lut u t hti greet outstanding sucoes s nrnt>ng dt;r.~oeretic republica. 

'n'lot hope lios in tht: pt.ro?nality or thtt now mlln nt the 

whe<:l, and t~apaoi slly in his purpt>ae to o roue:o th~ spirit or in

tt::ree:t ond the desirt~ t? peroheijlo. t&. 

The Oovern?r ? f the State or llew Y.,rk standa ?Ut tt>day U 

hoving that purp.,ae, s s having p:rr>ved during these oome eigllt yea•a 

nl)t only his desire but his p?Wer t., moke the pe.,ple os i nterested 

in their g.,vemtment ns he is h imself• 

1 h&ve described so t or qualities entirely .,r the mind, -

the mentRl and morAl equiJXnMt without which no PTeeident con auc ... 

ce u fUlly meet t.he administretive and material problers or his or .. 

flee. lt i s P"aaible with only theae qualities tor a mM to be e 

reasonably errteient Preaidon t, but thet>e i s one thing more needttd 

t., ml'ke ~1m f\ &reat Preaidont. It i a t h ot quoU t y fJf o~l which 

makes a m.nn loved by li ttle children, by dumb nni ii"Ol ll , thAt. qunli t)' 

ot aoul v.hieh makes him 11 strong help t'l all t hoac Jn aor:-ow or in 

tP,uble, tho t qud1ty whietl mnkea h i M n?t lllf. rily lldnJ/t\:t hu. )ovtd 

by all th• peopl e 1 - the quality or IYl"';t,tt. lwtJ a und• ,.,u"'-Httg "r th• 
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hwnen hoert, of rRd interest in one• s fellovmen. In3tinet1vely he 

senses the popular need bee'tuse h~ hir.tl!Ol f hfts lived through the 

hnrdshtp. tho l abor o.nd t ho s o.crifice whic."l must be endured by every 

mm of heroie moul~ who strucgles up t o eminence from ob:Jcurity and 

low estat e . Between him and the peopl e i s that aubtle bond which 

:n'l:<ee hisn their chG.r.lpion nn::l r:takes them enthudastico.lly trust h1m 

with t heir loyal t y Md the-i r love. 

Our t wo greatest President!l of r.lo dern times posse ssed. this 

qu:..lity to an unusual de(;I'ee .. It was, indeed, what above all made 

them gr eat. I t was Lincoln 's human heart, and Woodrow Wilson ' 1 

passion'lte desire to bring about tho happin ess of t he whole worfd 

which will be the best r emembered by t he historion~ or a hundred 

years from now. It is what i s so conspicuously lacking in our 

present aOministration, n lack which ~as been a t the bottom o f 

the (;l'owi ne di:~like nnd even ha.tred of t he otho1• nation s toward 

us. For without t his love a nd urtderstanding of h is tellow men 

no Chief Executive can win fo r h13 land that international friend

ship wh i ch i s alone the l'lure foundation of lasting peace. 

BeCause of his power o f leadershi p , because of h i s unequal

l ed knowledge of the scienc e of goverru:tent , becQU!Je of his uncom-

promising honesty , because of h i s ability to bring the government 

home t o t he people • there i s no doubt t hat our Go vernor will make 

an 11 eff1eient11 President , but it is b e cause h e n l so possesses, to 

a superlative cler,ree , this rare faculty of sympa thetic understanding 

prophesy he \'till also r:take a creat President, and because of t his 

I further prophesy that ho wil l a&&in place us among tl:e nations of 

the wor ld o.s o. eountr7 which values its idenls as mu ch as its ma-

terial prosperit7 - n land that has no selfish designs on a ny weaker 

pc.wer, a land the ideal and inspir ation of all those who dream a 

kinder, happier c ivil ization in the days to come. 

If t he vhion of l'<'O.l world peace, of tho abolishment of 

\'.'ar , e ver cor..e s true, it will not be t hroueh the mer e r.w.t hema.ticnl 

cal culo.tion3 of n reduction of nrmament procrn~ nor the pl a.titudes 

of multi-lateral treatit~a piou:Jly doprecntins o.rt'led c .. nflict. It 

wlll be bocnuac t ,...1a na tion will ijelect o n ito hood , n l eader who 
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under3ta.nd:s the hwn~n side or u re, whc hils the rr-rce of character 

and the keenr.esG ,.f brain to take, 1nstlnct1v.,ly, the r1o;ht eourDe 

and the real e?urse toward o prosperi ty that will be more than 

mater1al, a lender also who grasps and understands nC"t only large 

affairs of bus1nes3 and government , but in an equal degree the &l' 

plr'lttons c.nd the needs cf the 1r.d1v l dual , the far:ner , the v!age

earner -- the l!;reot mass of aver age citizens who l'n!lke up the back

bene of our nattono 

AmerlcQ needs n("t only an a dmfn1strator but o. leader - a 

pathfinder , a blo.zer of the trail to the h i gh road that wlll avoid 

the bottomless morass of cra:u mater 1al1s:n that has engulfed so 

many of the g r eat c1v111.tat1ons of the past, It is the privilege 

o f democracy nt"'t C"nly t o o ffer such a man but to c-ffer hi"'' as the 

sureot leader t o victory. To st'lnd upcn the ramparts and die f or 

our principl e s t.:. herl"'1c . To sally forth to battle and wtn f or 

our pr\nclples ls 3ol':'lethln~ more than herolc . \'.'e offer one who 

hos the wUl to wln - who r.ot only deserves success but cor.unands 

lt, Victory ln h is t:Gbit -- t he happy wurr1cr 

ALFRED E. ~MITH 



THE FOLLO ii!IC ADDRESS BY 'llA!liO.Hl D, ROOSEVYLT NO:.ll N Tl!lG 

Covr.:l ';OI! SJI TH IT Til!! D!:l!OCRATIC liAT I OII..L COIIVI:l'TlOtl I N 

HOUS'I'Oll , t.IUST !JS WJ.D I N STRICT COliFI DiN:E UNTIL Dr:LlV'~l!lJ, 

I aooe for the third time t o urge upon e con•ent1on of tcy party, 

tbe nomination or the GoTernor ot the St ote at N~w Yor k. The t a l t h nhiah 

I held I at1ll hold , I t bee been juot1f1ed in the oohieYol"18nt , The whole 

country now bee learned the nmeeure or hi a grectnoae . 

Durtnp another t our ,eera hie e'f'8ry eot has beon under the aeorch-

11ght or trtena and roe a nd be Me not been round went tng. Slmdy, suroly • 

t he proper underst nndtns of t his men he.e spread from coast t o cooat, from 

?!ortb to SOuth . :!.oat notewort hy i s thta f oot , that t he understanding ot hie 

e t e.ture hne been spread by no pn id proJ)nganda , by no effor t on hi s pert t o 

do o ther t Mn deTot e his t i l''lle, bla heud and hie heart to the dutle D or h i s 

high o t"flce o ne! the welf are at the St a te. Hie :nost unc()ID;)rom1o1ng oppon~mt 

Will not deny that he leo oobieved on unprecedented popular ity nQOng the 

peopl e or th1e country. Ho is well called "the Pa t hti nder to t ho open r ood 

tar all true l ovoro of Bumani t y" • 

It te , however, not my belie f t hat T should ur c;e popul ar! ty na 

t ho ori t e r1on 1n !1lllk1ng our oboice, A higher obligation ra lls upon ua • 

. ;e must, first ot o.ll , ma.ke sure tha t our nominee pooaeeses tile unusual 

qual1fiont1ona called for by the hi£11 office or Pres i dent or tho oe Uni ted 

St a t ue. Jlere party expedi ency muat be eubaervtent to no.Uonal. cood . .,e are 

tuner1anns even before we ar e De::noer eta. 

~!bo t ecrt ot Pres i dent do we need tcde.y? A man , I t ake it , who 

bAa tour greet cbarecterl ettcs, every one of t hem on oesentlol to the otfl oo. 
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Fi r at o f dl ler~dersblp, or tleuht e , YlrUe wUllng to beer responel btllty , 

needing no ottlclnl apokea=mn t o interpret the orecle . !text, exparl enoe , 

tMt does not GUOOS but knows tro111. lone pr a ctice t ha s cience of povernlnc , 

'lihlch 1a n .,.ry d ltta!'ftnt thing r rom l!ltl"e technl co l bure:su oreanh.l nt:• Then 

bonoat y -- t b8 honest y tlJJ t bat es b.ypocrh y o nd cannot lho t. lth ooncea l.ment 

nnd de cot t . 

Lest, nnd in thle tloe , ::oat •lts l , t bot r a re 'lbillty to ~D 

populnr rovernmen t !'Unction ea lt "'"tt ' intended t o \IJ t OO - n tbe ra , to reveroo 

t he '!)reoent trend t cxvorda apathy ond orouae ln the cl tizenablp nn 'lOt h e 

l ntereot - o wt llinOtsee to rcaeaume ita eMre of reaponelb11Uy ror the 

"'l t lon ' e provreao. So only oon we h"ve once rr.ore o govarn~ont not juflt f or 

t b& peopl e , but by t he peopla a bo. 

Hiatory t lTee WI confident oaeurance t ho.t 11 tMn who hoe d l epl nyed 

theae 1Unli t1ea a s a gree t r.overnor of o St a te, Me in'farinbly carried tham 

w1tb hlm to bec01:1.e ,. gre'lt Pres Bent. Look b .. c:c onr our li s t or ;Jroaldente 

since the Ar bett:een t he St n t ea , when our 1'ap1d crovt~ m de our mtlon' a 

busi ness an expert's t nak.. ·ho ate.nd out ne our gre~t ?roal~enta? r:ew Yor k 

gnve to us Cr ovor Cle velalld t eMhlTlf' in ..-'.lbeny th~t public office 1o s !)Ubl1a 

tf'Uet ; Theodore Rooaenlt pret~ehin~ t ho doctrine ot the equere deal tor nll i 

Virr lnla end !-!ew lersoy gcn t o ua t bnt pi oneer ot fell<To~~eh1p between netl one , 

our grent l ender , ,oodrow l'li l aon. 

lAt us menaure our present Covernor by tbose at n.ndnrds. eroonel 

l eodereb1p ta e tunda:untal or euoceaotul rovern~en t. I do not mean the 

le ~tderahlp or thrl bane! or £001 fe llows o:ld r ood echemer a who tollo.,;ed President 

& rdlng, nor t he purely perf'unotory porty loyelty tm lob Me port or t be tlt» 
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1D port of the country auatol ned the 'Preaent Chief t nout1.'fe. I IQOOD t hat 

l8ederan1p •hlch by ahoer torce ot mind, by cmln or unanewercble logic haa 

brourht trl e nda aD! toeo nUke to e~ct 'fitnlly net~ded tDIUleurea or eonrn

mant reroro. 

niB at ouncheat polit1cnl "ld"Yeraortee concede t l1o C.ovarnor' e unlq.ue 

Dnd unp,.rolleb d record of constructin nchlevoment in the totlll reorgnnlz:t

tlon of the mohlnery of "overn:mont. in the bualnaea·llka Mnn6e:nont of a t oU 

t1nr•nco, 1D the ennctment or a legialaUn Jlr ogro:a tor tbl protoctlon. or men, 

wcnen o n!l nl\P" ... ~a en p:e.gof 1n industry, 1n tbe ltt..!)ro<re~Dent of the publlo 

b~M~lth, " nd 1n tbe et\alnmant or the tlneat atendl'l:rd or public aenlce in the 

interest of h\lJMnU y . This be baa acco:npllsbad by o poraoMUty o r dbrant, 

meny alda:i llP9et!ll
1 

11'hlch hl!.a awe-pt along wl t h 1t A l eghlatUN or a d ifferent 

political tnith. 

Durlnf" the pa et month alone, t be Republican controlled Congress or 

the United St otea repeatedly poeaed 'lrrll;:lortant billa O'fer t he n t o ot a 

RepubliOM Preeldent. Durin,; ete}& t years at Albany thtl wledO'I'Il ot' eYery vet o 

by a '!)emoor nt1o Governor bl:le been euet Al ned by e ne:publioon l e t U loture . In 

the onme \'fft'i tbo titneae ot hie nppo1ntlltmte hn• been recoenized and con

timad without exception by a boetile Republican 5t ate Sennt e , wbereu a 

friendly Federel Senate lrls on oecnston e.t ter ocoe aion rejected tbo nomina

tiona sent 1n by ita tlt>.Jl!U' party lea'ier. 

'1'be aacond groa t need i s experience. at thla I rotor not tnll5rely 

to len,rth of t i"lw 1n of'tiee - I meM thct preot1col undoratantUns which 

co:::te• rro:n the lol'lf' ~Ud thoo&httul eV.1d1 or and dnily das lins• 1'4t h tt. 

baai c 'Pl"lnoiplee involnd 1n the eoienco ot taxation , or aociol welton • 
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ot \Ddus t rinl leE!ialot1on, or ganrn:nantl'lll budgete ou:i adminlatratlon, or 

penology • or lo ll lalo.U~• procedure 11nd -prsotiee, ot conatt tutior.ol le.w . In 

all theeo m ttere the Gonrnor or Nn York Me d.e.,.elo~d ht ODelt i nto on 

expert, recoi'Q\hed and oonculted by men nnd wmen or ell ~rtloa. In any 

oonrerenee or aohol~ra on tbeea subjecte hs t akes hta plnco nr.t urAlly ca a 

trnlned ttn.d ortteient epectnl 1st. He aleo poeaeaen t OOt moat unusuol 

:tueltty or aelectln,r: apoointeea not only aHlled tn the t heorettcl\l a i de ot 

the ir warlc , but nble t o p;l'te the hlgbt~tet ndr!!lnhtl'fttt•• auoceae to their t eak. 

The hirh etondord of" the e.ppoln t.eea ar tbe r.overnor, t belr integrity, tboir 

nbUlty, ~• nnde nron~ apoenl to t he ot tizene ot his atote, urb"n And rural, 

raEftrdl.eaa of pnrty. l odd "rurcl .. od,.isedly, rar each succeedl n& ,ubernotorlnl 

election tna ahovn far hlo even ~ctor nro'"'~ort1onD1 RC1nn in tho .,rriculturol 

acctton a t hrm in t ho lnrr.e CO."ft:lUDi tlae. 

Aa ono who eened hia etnte in the Leelal.aturo of' which t hie GOT

ernor we.a then nleo v u ernber, an:! .. no luter fot• neerly o1Sht yoorB held an 

adnln1otrat1ve poot under Preai:!ent ileon o t t.Aohlngton, 1 cen beor ¥.'ltneaa 

tbot t he proble-r.e tlhich conf ront the Govomor or ?lew Yor k aM thoso national 

t~robleN Ylb loh confront t he Gros ldont 'lt ."e.Bhinrt on cUf'tor c'11efly in 

geofrtl'pblc extent nnd not ia. tM tu.ndnmant a l a or pol1t1 0ftl 'Princ iple. Tho 

Co't"emor'e e tudy or the neede of hls om St ate hae gh'en bla dee't) tnalfl1t 

into •lt:liler JlroblllllB or other St o tee end a bo or thei r opplic3t1on to tbe 

aaobinery eod t!le neede or t ho J'ederal ConrJ\.'Ilent . In t he l a et nb.alyeie a 

m iter t:if nd!!li n1etret1n retoro, ot induetrinl bettel'ai8Jlt, of t he regu1o.tlon 

ot public oo.rrie r a, of' the de .. lop!llent of' llllturo.l reeouroe•, of the ret ention 

of the Olfnerebip of' prlmsey wat er ~er in t he t)80ple , of' the im, ron=-nt 
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or tho lot or tbc fttrmcr differs little , wbother tho pr obl em o ccur i n 

Albany , to Sl)oknne , in htlanto , or ln aah1n,:ton. 

How •tell tho poople of hie St nt e h'l't'O understood nnd opproved 

t ho who Mlutlon or thooe '1l¥tat1one l a bea t shown by ths teet th<'lt he 

hna boon olaet od nnf! re...clcctad:, ene re- elected , ~nd ar;ol n a loot ed COT

ernor by huge m jorltleo - ln the rundreda or thouat~n.da - tn e normn.lly 

Ropubl1c,..n a t '\te. 

Now nato t he requ1e1te of bonoet y. I do not ~Mnn ~n honesty 

t blt oorely \:ftepa a 113\ out or jell, or en honesty tbnt ,;hUe nvotdlng 

l)Oroo:'l'\1 anlroh , bldea tbe cor ruptloll or others. r apenk or tha t honesty 

tm.t lets n rr:.n oleep r.ell ot nlchta, rearing no ~nstorial lnnatlge.tlon , 

tM t ho"eoty tmt derr:nd~ tntthf\tlneaa to the p\lbUe troet ln enry public 

aor'lrMt , thnt bonuty .. 1\teh t nkes imoedlnte ' etlon to correct abuse . 

The nhole s tory or hh conatfmt end perabtent ettorta to tnaure 

t he prcotioe or the trplrt t newell oa tbfl l ettor or ott"i clt~l nn4 prlvote 

pr obity in !)Ubllc pleeee 1 s eo well understood by t he voter s or hla :Jto.te 

t M t !T()re ond mre Re~blienne vote tor him eYory tir.IG bel lH ettnokod. This 

1a o t o-pic 'ol4li oh need not be enlerf!ed upon. The votlne public or t he nut t on 

1 8 tully wie:e anouPh to C0:11p"lre tht! etbiC"l ot t:nd.!Srd8 of ofttelr. l l.lbony 

•ltb t hose ot offl cte. l '";e~hlnf'ton . 

And no• lsat or l'll.l, end .mere the Go-.ernor u.cele over .,11 tbe 

pol1t1ot!.l loadere of tble do.y, comes the ability to l.nter est t he people in 

the •ohoo.lca of their CoverttM:ntrU. m ohlnery , to \ a:C:d \.llo c n._·ine npart and 

aha;t tha function or ee c!l wbael . 

P~er to impart knowledge of o:)C) create i nterest 1n , -onriUJOnt 

le tM crylnr need or our U -;r.o . The soul or our count ry 1 lulled by mere 
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tn"''t erinl proeperl t y , be e ~:.ut~od t !lr ouci'l et.rh t gr ey yel'lr a. 

OUr poool e wot not '1Clu1ecee i n the t'l'l8Y thar.wht or het.rw mere 

preoengeTe ao l one na t ho drive r & aM :mchr.nl e e do not d ist urb our comt'ort . 

o ua.ut t be ooncerned ovor our doati n" tion, not tMr oly aot1at1e4 t ho.t the 

p••aei nr ecanery is pl oo eun t to t he eye . e ~uet bo i nter os t ed in whet her 

t hot nn tlonel deat i.lt\ tl.On be he9van or hell om not conUnt t h.l1t tbe t:m ot 

t hs whlliel b'!S fii8SUTOd ~ U -. t .,;e shall t her e fi nd 0 tull b"Ul'< '\CCOUOt &nd 0 

eort 'bed . 

In fln er n or t~e r endy- :1.e,.de " e eou11 t not eccept ree~y .. t:"." de r onrn

:nont; in n doy or hi~h po·~ered eCvertlei nC' "'e W l! t not rall r or tho f al.M 

et nt B:'Ylnte or Um :~ooet hirhly or~r.izod propt>ft"'n tft e•1er devoloped by t he 

onnera or tte .".opu.bltcen Pcrty . e 00 not tt'lnt to ct\"V\r.'C thee~!:~ Uni t ed 

sovoret. c;n ·itotoa o r :.atrlco i cto the "United !.itntee, l ncorporc.t cd" , t rith o 

l h i ted .. n!\ !!:Olt-per po t untin'! b Xlrd o1' U1roo t ol'd rr:.U no vot 1nc I'O'.or 1u tho 

oom110n stoclc:hol~ere . 

'rhio t.e s t1~ or nnt1oM1 d.X!(Br unleB& t~r\c~ 031\ be rouaad 

F~£d.n t o wako rul nu a. I eey t ht s i n :1.0 s pi rit ot t he dem3~oguo , i n no 

wb h t o s t t ·tok t he legitLu t e course or t he liCe or buei ne u ot our o1t11..ena. 

I aee onl y one hope ot e return to t hnt .,.,rtt o1~.-t1. on by t hA ooo:;tlo 1n t heir 

gO'tarnment wb1cb hitherto ::flr 1:el! \!3 out na the e,reet outetondin~ a ucceee 

f':nonr de-.ocrntic republica . 

'!'b.!!.t hope lie s in t he pereoMl1ty or the new nt!m r t t hfl • heel, ond 

e aoeotrlly i n his pm-po~e to • rouse t~ ep1rit or int ereet nnd t~e doe1re t o 

por t1 cipro t e . 

The Cover:1o r o"' tOO St a t e or ·~ew '!or !t at :1nd• out t ode.y ,.., M d ns 

tha t pur -pooo , u l:r.' "tnr urowd durintt t hese aoma e li:ht yes r e not only his 
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deeire but bio po~•er to maks!! t ho people ne 1ntereat ed 1n their governmont 

oa be le hi ::uJtllf. 

I mve deacribod eo r or tuoll t1eo entirely ot' the mtnd - the menta.l 

"n~ m r nl equ i p!11Dnt \dthout v.:h lch no ? reo1:1ent oM auoceaetully nnet the od

-mntstrnth'e t't'ld ms terlol proble-::n of hill office. It 1e poaaiblo wl t b only 

these qu~U t1 eo f'or n m9:'1 \ 0 be n rOOBOMbly e fficient Presid.ent 1 but tbore 

lo one t h l nr more needed to mk:e bht a r reot Pres i dent . It iD that .tuallty 

o"' ooul YJt ich J!cl:ea a n~ loved by little children, by duob M l ':'lnle, that 

'10011 ty of soul which !!l\kee hi D. e atrone halp to e ll those 1n aorro-.. or in 

trouble , that ·l.tl.lltt y wh i ch on<>..- Be hi on not mere1y ndm1red , but loved by oll 

the people - the G.U!ll1ty Of eynt?&t betlC unt.erat nndi ng of the hU!Dfln beort 1 

or renl interest 111 one's telloW'::]I.en . Jnat1nct1vely be aensea the popular 

need bOOl" \.188 ho h1::~aelr ho e lived through the N!tr!ahi p , tho~~ l nbor rutd the 

a"!cri fico l'ob l ch must be enc\.ll'.ltc! by e•ery lWln cr ber o1c ll¥)Ul" who etrugp).e e 

up t o 8!llnenee fro!Jl obecurl ty end l ow estate. Bet Y.een hi m end the people 

1& t h'::-t aubtlo bond which CM)o;eo h l m the it" cheo?l on ond rnnkea the:"\ ontbusl

sstieally truot hi:1 t: lth t ho lr loyalty end the ir l ovo. 

Our bo r re<t t eot J'resldonta or !11)\!ern t.imea poasessod thlo (j.U:!lity 

to nn unusu'l l degree. I t M s, indeed, 'Wbot abovo oll mnde tbom gra'lt. It 

wns I.l nooln ' s human henrt, a nd ~.'oodrow " ilaon's 1lfl&D10nl!te deeire to bring 

cbout tho honplnese or t he whole t<orlt1 which will bo t he beat roma!'lt)erod by 

tho hlet orhns or B b.indr ad yeora rro::~ RO'N . It 1a whet is so CO:'Ieplcuoual.s 

lnckinr in our present ecbinlstrotion, o lnck 1'rh1eh h~e been e t tho bot tom 

or the gr <nrinR d iellke ond e"Vao. bstrad o r t he othor ntt tlonc t o.,.ord ue. For 

without thle l en a nd undarato.ndinp ot hie fellow a:en no Chi ef t:xecutln e nD 

wiD for hie Ulnd t bet 1Dtarnot1onal triendahlp whi ch h a lone t he eu.re roundo .. 

tton of ln atlng peeoa. 
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Deoauao of hie power of leadership , beoouae or bh uneq_ua lled 

1made4ite or the ecionca of government, becnuse or hta unoompromielng 

honest y, beonuse of hh nbility to brin~ tho poverlli'DGnt hcr..no to the people , 

t hclre 18 no doubt thnt our Oovernor will Rl'lkO en .. etf1.o1ont" Preuident, 

but it 1s bacguee be e leo poseeeaes , t o n UUJ'IOrlntive dogroe , thh l'('lre 

tocul.ty or eyr.tp!"' tbotic underetnnd ine: 1 propheey he will oloo mice a g.reet 

Prooldont , e rr1 been use or thb I !'urther propheB)' tbnt he will flr,sin pl nce 

us '\''flonr the n"' tlona ~ t~ worl d eo a country r:blch voluce ito 113eo.le ne 

much "~B tte :mterl•ll pro8perlty - a lam! thnt h:la no oelt1.eh doelrt'l.e on nny 

we~ker pot·er , A l md tho tdesl nod lne9lrot1o:1 ot Rl l those who d:ree::~. o 

k:ln!er, bnp,lor civilbotion in the de~ to C0'21 • 

It tbe 't'lelon or rool worl~ ~ooe, o!" the ebolhh.o:10n t ot wu , 

enr oo~• true , 1t 'Will not be throur)l the mare .Mthennt1cnl ce le>J.l e ti ou 

d n reduction ot ~m.ent nr0£rtl:"l'. nor t ho pletl tudeo or ~ltl -lcterel 

trea ties piously deprecot1llf[ e~d oontlict . It wlll be bac'lu&e t b 1e nation 

wUl aele ct o.e 1ts head, e leader who undoratRn\a t he hwnon s ide or life, 

v.bo hoe the torce of cMreeter ond tho keenneas or 'or nin to t ake • tnetlnc

tiwl y , the rifbt course and tho reol oourso tCl<IBrd e prosper1ty tha t wUl 

be oore thnn material , o l.Dnd.er A.loo To'bo graepa on1 underat nnda not only 

lnree efto1ra ot' buoi neu eM covern1"1Cnt , but i n an equal degree tho oepirn

ttono end tle neede of the 1nd1v1d'J!'!.l, tho ! enmr, the wage- eornor - tho 

cront ~ee or a vernea citlzeno •ho t!l""..ke up the bockbono or our n'ltiO!l. 

A.:nerioo neode not only nn od:!11n1at rtttor but c l ender - o pet btinder, 

" blot.ar ot' t be t~ll to tt.o h1E;h roed tMt will a:•o11. tbe botto:nleaa tmrnee 

ot or&ae t!J"tericlism tll' · t be e engul!'ed ., tlmlY or the great ohllizotiona 

or t he p)et. It 1G t.~ priYUoye or de'lOoracy not onlr to orror auch o tDM 
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but t o otter blo e e t he sw.•eat l eader to victory . To a t And upon the r om.porte 

nnd die ror our prtnciplee l e he roic. To eolly torth t o bot tle r.nd wi n tor 

our pr1nc1pl6o to aormthing oore t han her o tc. .:e orter one who M• t he will 

to wl n - who not only deserves aucoeao but conmJ.nds lt . Victory l a hl a 

hob1 t -- the happy worrier 

AISRF.:O E . ~~ITR 



Coa tattou the nomination of the OoYernor· of the State ot Jew York. !he 

9 ~t( h tl- It . 
faith which I held t~roti!H o~ thooe-..ar:tior ~baa beOJl juotitied 

~w W .fJ..,._,,,._,L-
in the aohienment. Hew M latt$. whole country 1\aeea~. ...........--

1'\\.Ctt(( t t'( /c~ I 
the tell"!f t:'t' ot J131-BMt:e aaw _. •• a. the ~ &reatneee ·al · ••; 

1\ C!J 

During another four years hie every aot haa been under the 

searchlight of friend aM toe a.nd he has not been found wanting. Slowly, 

aurel;y, the proper understanding of this man has spread trom coast to ooaat. 

from Borth to South. 
~~~~~"~ 

lloat DOteworthy 1o this faot, that the - of hil 

~--
stature baa boon - by DO paid propaganda, by no effort on his part to do 

" 
other than devote his ti,.., his head aod his heart to the dutioo ot hil 

high oftioe and tho welfare ot the State. His moat unoompromiaing 

opponent will not deey that he has aohiend a.n unprecedented popularity 

/J.t ' ~ a...-C0 I_ II tt..... p(' "fr I 
8.JIOft& the people ot thia oountry. "\..-1 11 

h /{" t'J:-< •-- """"'' ,( ~ ~~I<C- (('f'<>"' Jf~ut•r" t( ' 
It is, howenr, not J!Of belief that I ohould urge popularity 

• a a the _. ori t erion in maldnc our ~hoi ca. A higher obli&ation tall a upon . 
~ 

us. r.e DUet first or all make sure t ho.t our .........,. poaaeaaee the 

unueual qualifications oa lled for by the high orrioe of PreaidCIIlt or theae 
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United Statea. !lore part)< expedienoy must be eubeerrient to national 

cood. We are Americana enu before ,.. are Demoorata. 

What aort ot Preaident do "" need today t A man, I take 1 t . 

who hu tour great oharacterletioa, enry one or them an eaaentlal to the 

office, Firat of all leadorehip, articulate, virile, llillins to beu 

reePPIIOibility, needing no offloial spokesman to interpret tho oraole, Next, 

experienoe. that dor.a not gueea but knowl ~ long practice the aoienoe ot 

~overnlnc, >hioh 1o a very different t h ins from more teohnioal bureau 

orpni•ins• !han bonosty - the bonosty that hatea bypoorioy and can not 

u ... llith oonoealmeut and deceit, 

Last, and 1n this tlloo, moat vital, that r&l'e abilit)- to make 

popular cowrnment tunotlon ae 1 t wne intended to by the Pa~ora. to reTe rae 

th• preeaut tread towarda apathy and arouae in the oithenahip on aoti'ft 

intereat • a.· w1111ngneaa to reaeeume ita ahara ot reaponaibility tor the 

nation' 1 progreaa. SO only can we han once more a government DOt juat 

for the people but b)' the people alae. 

Bietory givee ua oonfldeut aeeuranoe that a ,.., who bee ·~ 

~ theee qualitlea ae a great Governor of a State, baa i,....riabl:y 

oa.rriod t hem with him to become a great President. Look back onr our liat 



of' Pre sidente eince the ~r between the Stat••• wtwn our rapid growth 

= 
made our nation'a buaineae an expert•e taat. Who 1tand out ae our 

great Preeidenta 7 Jlew York gaTe to ue Gronr Clenland teaching 1D 

(l 

Albany that publio of'f'ioo h ._publio truot1 - Theodore RoooO'I'elt preaching tho 

doctrine of t he equare deal tor allJ Virginia and liew Jereey gan to ue 

~ pion"'er ot tellowehip between natione• our great leader. WOodrow Wilson. 

Let us measure our present Governor by thole .... at&ndarde. 

Personal l eaderehip is a fundamental of auoceaet\1.1 government. I do not 

UI&D. the l eaderlhip or the ba.ad Of good f'ellOWI and good 10hemer1 who 

followed Prosidont Harding, nor tho purely portunotory party loyalty whioh 

rl-.t/~ C./H'f ¥ 
hal pe.rt or the time in part or the country sustained bed d r t leul•<lge• 

I M aD ~aderehip which by ebeer toroe ot mind. by chain or una.nswera.Dle 

~~.::r-
logio baa brought friende and foes alike to p t U IIW!h vi tally needed 

mft&euree ot government r efora. 

Hie eta.unoheet political advereariee concede the Governor•• 

unique IDd unparalled record of oonetructiTe achienment in t he total 

reorganiaation ot the machinery ot government. in the bueine••·like 

management Of etate fi'M:f'IOOf• in the enactment Of & legielatiTe prograa 

for the protection of men. women and children engaged i n i nduetey] in the 



I 

impro.,."•nt ~f tile publio health, and in the attai,...nt of the fineot standard 

fhio he hao aoOOJOPliohod 

by a per.,nality ot Tibrant)many aided appaal, 10hialt hao onpt alo"' with 

\f I 

it a le1hlature ot a different politioal faith. 

During the peat month aloa,, the Republioaa oontrolled 

Co"'reao ot the United 8~;:!1 :::::::;-. ~rtant blllo .....,,. the 

... to of a Republiou Pl'eoident. During eight yearo at Albany tile wiodom 

ot eftry ... to by a De..,oratio Goveroo.r hao beell euatainod by a Republloan 

legislAture. In the """"' WilY the titneoo ot hio oppointmento hao beell 

reooglllaed and oonfii'IDOd without exceptioll by a hostile Republiou State 

Senate. 11flere&a a friendly Federal Senate haa on ooouion after oooaaion 

:C 
rejeoted the 11011inatione eent in by- titular perty leader. 

The aeoond great neod i s exper ience. By this I ref'er 

' ,_ 
not me rely to length or tl.mo e offioe - I mean that praotloal underotaoding 

~ 
whioh oomeo rrom~ong and thoughtful otudy ot and daily dealings with the 

baeio prinoipleo in...,lved ill tile aoienoe of taxation. or oooial ftltare0 

ot industrial loglolation. ot goftromental budgets and edmlniotration. 
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ot penolOQ, ot legialatiTe procedure and practice. of oonetit uti onal 

law. In all theee matters the OoTornor ot llew York haa developed 

himoolt into an expert , reoogniaed and oonaulted by men and women or all 

~ ' 
In any conference of acholare ..... these aubjeota he takea parttoo1 

I 
his plll~• naturally as a tro.ined and efficient apeoialiet. He alao 

posseaaea that moat unusual qu&Uty or aeloctinc appoint ee• not 

~<. 
only oldlled in tho thoorotioal aide of t heir - but able to 

..v;::.,t~CD 
give t he highest adminis trative sucoeaa to their.-...... The 

~~~ 
high ~;.,_appointees of tho Oonrnor, t heir integrity, their ~ 

~ ~~ 
ability, laaa ma.de strong appeal to the oitiaena ot-. etate'\rogardleaa · 

9 IUt~t 1~1 
(I_ ,t-t..-111~ .t.t... I "F';..., <;., •• -( .... rrf-' ~ 

ot party, .I 1 · L . -~ ' "!...._.,(<c.-
./1•/v.v.••'(t•vt..J.. c)2.u"~'l ""-G~ Cr'-<'«~~ ~""'t- 1 '~~....:... rt"- Cia.'-it.(_ 

. w:; Uv. ~t...•~•"'- ~"--~'> ...,_ Q...; C<: 
fvvJfw-~<.,.--L ?t~ .,....._ ..... c_, 

Aa one who_... aerTed his a tate in the lAgielature ot 

which thia Governor wae then aleo a member, and who later for nearl7 

eight yeara held an administrative poet under Preeident lfilaon at 

waehington, I can bear witneee tha t the problema whioh confront 

the Governor ot Hew Torte and t hose nationa.l problema which oontront 

cV1 w~::=i 
tho Preaidont \ iff or ohiotl;y in goographio extent and not in tile 



fundamont&lo of political principle. 

or the needs or hie own State hae given ao him -b111iil£"'11tllllle:!l:llll:t"t;PI'-

sf i"l! . I I '« deep inaight i nto oimilar problema of - other 

~ 
Str.tea and &lao of their application to the JI'&Ohinery t.nd ne eds of the 

'\ 
Federal 0ovel'1!!110nt. In tho b et o.nalyoio t. mt.ttor ot t.dminiotratiy -e._ 

reform. or indu•trit.l betterment. of tho regult.tion ot publio 

carriere, or the denlopment ot natural reaouroea, or the retention 

or tho ownorahip ot pru.ry water power in tbo peoplo. or tho 

l.mpro-n•n or tho lot of tho ra..-r dittero 11 ttlo. whether 

the problea ooour in Albany, in Spokane, in Atlanta or in 

V'nohington. 

~ 
!low well the people of - Stt.to bon undorotood 
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and a pproved the rli8 IOlution of theee q\llltiODI is beet 1hown 

by t he taot th&t he has been ele cted and re-elected, and re-elected, 

~·'-" .... Vblt Jyv .... lvM 1 if<, ........ 

and agai.D olootod by@aJoritioo in a nonal~ Ropublioan Stat., 

NtrW '\ -
-.... ae t o the requ1e1te of honesty. I aitall nub e\aap 

high plaoe~-n their party oouncila. I do not mean an. honesty that 

mer ely keeps a rJ.an out of ;j'ail, or an honaaty that while avoidiq 

personal smirch, hi dea t he corruption of othere. I apellc of~~ 

~ .... e 
honaaty t hat l eta a nan a l eap we l l of ni&hta, feariD4; no ...,g1 oualewl 

z:t.....r 
invaatigati on, ime' hone sty that damanda fai thf"ulno aa to t he public 

trust in avery public servant, ~neety whi ch t akea i mmediate action 

to oorreot abuaa. 
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· oonetant and per ai a tent effor ts to insure the practice of the apiri t 

L-/.l;C;" • 
fV""<" I \. 0 -"'- '-'4 

as well as the let ter of official and pri va te .._..,. i n public....-.= f'V" ..--

i s so well undt!!ratoGi by t he voter a of his ~to.te t hat more and more 

Republi cana vote f or hi m ever y time he is att acke d. This is a. t opic 

u{4 0VV" 
which need not be enlar ged .a. The vot1n6 public of the nation is 

~() 
fully wise enough to o uparo tho ethi cal atandar da ofAAl baey with 

0'\+--~< 
thoao ofr\ashiD,f;t on, 

And now last of all , and where t he Gow rnor excels over all 

t he polit i cal l oader s of t hi s da y, oomea t he ability to intereet tho 

people in t he mechani c a of their goTernmental machi nery , t o tau t he 

cog1 a par t and ahow the function of each wheel. ( e &Terage 'Yoter ..., 

of our Ste.tea kllowa more of the functions of our of f i oial a and their 

of'fioea t han 1n any ot her porticm of the co1.mtrv, l ~ 
'--- ~ - •'.../ 
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Power to impart knowledge or1 and create interest in/ government ie, 

~ ~ 1 ('"1M-~.:t:J 
;) .• ._..., the crying needl of our t ime. We H'e hd., ail bits · 

~~~r-t""'-<-<-n~·"~...tA· lr · 
II- '1'1 ~ ~eight gray year a, oelerleae la pa i \ueause of l:eok::::ef~, 

the easy thought of being mere paeaengera ao l ong aa the drivere and mechanioe 

do not disturb our comfort . We are not especially concerned over our deettnat .. 

ion eo long ae the passing scenery ia pleaaant to the eye. Wl-.:re not-really 

cb inter e•ted ~r- a..t::nationa.l:..dea't:iD&ticm.....he heaven or hV,l eo 

.. df 'I , r<T 
( r V ' long ae the man at the •heel aaeuree ue that we ehall there tind a tull 

bank account and a eoft_bed ~ 

We eub•+1tute ~-e-tncqrnrlyoU~ J.n an era of the 

)a<~l ,,, I tfl1: 
ready made we accept ready made government J J.n a day of high powered adver-

\' \ ~·y)..,. 

thing w'\ tall tor the false atatemente of the moat highly organised propa-

ll"'t ~" '<f..,-~ l't:;" 
.anda eTer developed by the owners of the Republican party. a l u a coat ee 

which it puraued to ita logical end will ch&n£e theca 6fnitud .Rovereign .tatea 
~ "S. -:: 

\' \' 
of -'-rica into the United States , Incorporated, with a limited and a~lt per-

petuatin& Board of Directors and no Toting power in the coDDDOn atockholdera . 
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This ia ·a time or national danger unleea America oan be roueed 

~ 
again to waketulneae. I say this in no spirit otf demago..,, i n no wiah to 

~~""l~tQ 
attack the legiti.mate/'.11-+-or bueineaa ot our oitizena. I see only one 

~ 
hope of' a return to ~ part1oipa1oion by the people in their government which 

~(:« ...,, I 1 7t 
-. ~ us out l'4A!::§lCI®I:u:t 1 1 a ii&'H' as the great outstanding ayooeae 

~ ~ t. r ~ democratic rapublioJ' 

)vVV'~" c.J., 
That hope lies in the per 1 pE el"' of th~ man at the whee 1, and 

~ 
especially in ~o pu: sc:ct::CL..l p il.rpose pt •• 1 Its 'd • l46 .. EU' to arouse ~ ~ 

~ 
spirit or interest an~deaire to participate. 

The Governor of the State of New York stands out today as having 

that purposo, as having pro~hoso~oara not only his dosiro but 

~ 
his power to make the people as intereated in - government as he ia~ 

I have described so far qual! tie a entirely of the mind, • the mental 

and moral equ ipment without which no President can euoceaetully meet the 

a.dm.iniitrath·e and materfal problems of hia office. It ia poadble with 

only these qualities for a man to be a reasonably efficient President, but 

there ia one thing more heeded to make him a gre at President. It ie that quality 

~h mo.kes o -nan lcvcd by •,... li ttle childr en, by - dumb anlmols , that ~c.r:.. 
o!' sou 1M!""'* makes him a strong help to all those in sorrow or in trouble, 

• V~V"\ 
t-J t (I ,..;,, ,~ 
V/1-f<.f'tillt' ~ --ke him not ~Derely odJ:dred, but loved by all the people;the quality of 

aympathetic understanding of the human heart1or real interea t in oneta fellow MD. 

r~~~ 
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Our ..... greateet Preaidentl of' .adern timel po111181d, to &n UDUIU&l 

degree. It was , indeed, what above all made them great. It waa Lincoln'• bwu.n 

heart, llll--!d:i:!::!Cill'll!lliiiU:I6 j<ac::lii.l1i:i*ili5;ii!iiiO:iiiiii'ft,, and Woodrow Wileon 1 a passionate deaire 

~ oi- -
t o biiiJJ bring about happiness .,. tho whole world whioh will be the lo~geat re-

~-vl 
membered by the hietoriana ot a h~.mdred year a from now. It ia eo 

n laok 
oonapiououal y lacking in our present adminiatration~whioh haa been at the 

~~ ... , ... , 
bottom of the &rowing dhlike and eve n hatred of the ......W. toware\Jeu ~ lJ...<J.... 

.Q..o.v ~ 0. "-1 
For without thi~ understanding of hie fellow men no Chief Executive ca.n win for 

his land that internatlonalr:-triendahip which is alone the sure f oundation of 

... lasting peaoe, 

Because of hie power of leadership , because of his unequalled knowledge 

of the soienoe of govenment, because of his uncompromi s ing honesty, because of 

hie ability to bring the government home to the people, there ia no doubt that 

.,;r ...), 

our Governor will tnake an "efficient" Pres ident, but;rbecause he also poaaeseea , 

to a superlative degree, this rare facu l ty of sympathetic underatanding I propheay 

~ ~~ r:!'{ t7A. -7 
he will also make a great President. ..1t,_j 1 1 u baoaUII Of tttla quail., that 

~..r 
t"urther propheay~he will again place ue among tho nations of the world aa a 

country which YRlues its ideals as much aa ita material prosperity - a land 

that has no selfiah designs on any weaker power, a land the ideal and inapirati~n 

of all tho3e who dream fi a kinder, happier civilir.ation in the days to oome. 



If the vision of rea l world peace , of the abol iahment of war, 

~ 
ove r oomos true , i t will not be t hrough tho~ mot homatioal oa l oulatlon s or 

a reduct ion or armanent program nor ~ the p l atitudes of mul ti-la t e r a l 

treaties piousl y depr eca t i ng armed conflict. I t will be because this nation 

wi l l s e lect as 1ts head , a l e ador who underst ands t ho human s i de of l i fe, 

who has tho f orce of ohar-not er and t ho Keenness of brain to t ake , i n-

etinct tve l y , the r i ght oourno and the rea l oourae t oward a prosperity that 

wil l be mor e than m.ater! a.l .,. a gr eatness that cannot be expressed in 

cold f ig\l r"eG of our f inanoio.l \'f&a.lth a lone. 
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~ 
r p•me tg YPll '-'" ...._ who Mta cuqan H _ 

~~,/..,.,. 
t:bbao..Jhlu•l.thLJ.<.tt_.oiW:._~;!::~!i!*!i!PiiiiWil'o'"*j;lhiW•,.._,.whooho has the will to win, tb• m•n -ho 

.&111 1 tho happy warrior - ALFRI!D E. SIIITH. 



) . . t 

I oome tor the t hi rd time to urge upon a iv'at.-.lt Vrti'NW'Ii 

t,L '"'/ J>n "! 
ConventioJ~ the nomination of the Governor or the State of Hew York. Tht 

A ,r 
faith whioh I hold ~-...&-~s has bean Justified -,1. 

II II/ ~/ 1"·· - • 
.-- ....... /. ...s t c...,,-,.,<£ '-• s '/.1-r-. 'll. f~l 

in the achievement. ... • ); I !:he whole country eeea •• I 19~- a • • 

During anothe r four yeo.re hie every act hne been under the 

8e arohl1ght or friend o.Di foe and he has not been f ound wanting. Slowly, 

surely, the proper understandin& or this man has spread from ooo.at to coast• 

,.., ,,/, (( r;,, I "t 
from North to South, J.lost note110rthy 1o this faot , that t he -~~of his 

"l.' !f·" 
etature has boon ~ by DO paid propaganda, by no effort on his part to do 

other than devote his time, his head and hie heart to tho duti es of hio 

high offioo and tho welfare ot the State. Hio moot unoomprolllis~ 

opponent will not deny that he has o.ohined an unprecedented popularity 
II 

omo"' tho people of thia oountry, )./..;. I>~ ,,., 1/ CA j/, ·f, Jb {j?.- j 

t'.}t• N•,/ /:.•- 11!/ !}u!_ .. f.."t'l .t " { " ' '' _r:. ----------1.-
~ It io, however, not"'¥ of t I ehould urge popularity 

/ as the -. ori tori on i n maid"' our ohoioe, A higher obligation falls upon 

j 'hD-1<1.1 011'1. 
us. V.'e rust f irst of o.ll moke sure tho.t our~ poaaeaeee the 

unusual qualit'ioationa on lled tor by tho high orfioe of Preaid<llt of these 
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United Statoa. E party oxpodionoy muot bo aubaoni.ont to national 

good: J l!o aro Amorioano non botoro - aro Democrat•• 

What eort ot Preeident do ww need today t A man, I talco 1 t , 

who has four great oharaoterietioe, every one of t hem an essential to the 

office. Firat of all l eader ship, articulate, virile , willing to bear 

responeibili ty, needing no officia l spokesman to interpr et the oracle, Next, 

experi ence, t hat dor.e not gueee but knowe frpm l ong practice the science of 

governing, vttioh i s a very di f re r ent thing from mere technical bureau 

organizing. Then honesty • t he honooty that hatee hypoorioy and oan not 

live with concealment and deceit, 

Last, and i n this t1JM1 moat vita l, tho.t rare abi lity to make 

popul ar government f'unotion as 1 t wae intended to by the Fa there, to reve rse 

the present trend t owards apathy and arouse in the citizenship an actin 

interest - a willi ngness to reassume its s hare ot res ponsibility tor the 

nation' s progr ess. So onl y can we have once more a government not just 

for tho poopl o but by tho pooplo aloo. 

Hist ory gives us eotfi.dJent a ssu rance that a man who has ~ 

~.1 
.W.. d i splay _,. these qualities as a g reat Governor of a State. ha.a i nvariabl y 

4 

ca rried t hem with him to become a great Pres i dent. Look back over our list 
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ot Preoidento oinoe tho..,{. between tho Stat .. , when our rapid growth 

made our nation' 1 buaineaa an expert•a tut:, flho atand out aa our 

great Preoidento 7 New York gave to uo Grover Cleveland teaching in 

"-
Albany thnt public ortioe h public truot1 - Theodore Rooeevelt p reaching tlto 

doctrine or the oquare deal for all1 Virginia and New Jerooy gave to uo 

th• ~ion er or fellowship between nationa. our great leader. WOodrow Wilson. 

Let us mea au re our present Governor by thoae ~ standards, 

Personal l ea.derahip la a fundamental or suooeaatul government. I do not 

mean t he l eaderahip of t he baruL of good fe l lows and good sohemera who 

follo'Mid President Harding , nor tho purely perfunctory party loyalty which 

'; I' " r;. ~· ' ,.. ("'~ .. 
ho.a part or the time in part of the country sustained PllsstJSa= Ci8 •• 

I mean th,<.:derahip which by sheer fo rce of mind, by chain of unan swerable 

""''' r logic has brought friends and foes alike to P""'c±hneuF vitally needed 

meo.aurea or government r eform. 

Hie staunchest political adversaries concede the Governor•• 

unique a:od unparalled record or conetruotift aohienment in the total 

reorganization or the machinery ot sovernmeut. in the bualneaa-like 

uanagement ot state tinancot• in the enactment ot a legi•latift prograa 

for the protection of men, women and children engaged in induetey in the 
) 



irnprover..•nt or the public health. and in the attainment or the fineat standard 

1 

of publio · -rvioe in the inter e at or humanity. Thia he has aooompllshed. 

by a per•r•lity of vibrant, many sided appeal, whioh hae swept along with 

it a l egislature or a diff erent politionl faith. 

Duri ng the past month &lon~. the Republican control led 

'"f. t,.Krff,.~ 
Congress or t ho United Stat SA passed j important billa over the 

veto of a Republican President. During ei ght years at Albany the wiiJdom 

ot ever y veto by a Democratic Governor has been sustained by a Republican 

l egi slature. In the same way the fitness of his appointmente haa been 

recogni zed and confirmed without exception by a hostile Republican State 

Senate. whereas a f r i endly Fede ra l Senate has on oooasion after occasion 

ll~ 
reje cted t he nominat ions sent i n by .,._1'-titular party l eader. 

The aeoond great need i s exper ience. By t his I re fe r 

l"'-
not mere l y to length of time 'I office • I mean tha t practical understandi ng 

n;, 
whioh oomos £rom,_long and thoughtf'ul s tudy ~f and daily dealings wit h the 

baalo pri noiplea involved in the eoi enoe ot taxation. of aooial welfare . 

ot i ndustrial l egisl ation• ot governmental budgets and administration. 
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of' penology, of legislative prooodure and pro.otioe0 of oonotitutional \ 

lo.w. In all theae matters the Governor of New York haa developed 

himself' into an expert
1 
reoogniaod and conaultod by men and wmen of all 

partie a. In any conference of schol&re On 'theae aubjeota he tllkee 

hie plaoa naturally a.a a trained tmd efficient epooialiat. He al10 

poaseesea that most unusual quality of selecting appointeoa not 

~t'\~ 
only akillod in the theoretical aide of t heir ........., but able to 

11.-~. 
gi ve the highes t administrative success to their~ Tho 

~"(...,,/. ' a;.. 
hi gh ~\ of'lppointoee of t he Governor, t heir integrity, their 

"" ~ .. ~~, ........ ,. 
ability, lou ,.de strong appeal to the citizens of' - a tate/\ regardleaa 

All one who 'IIIJ aerved his state i n the lAgielatura ot 

wbioh ttda Governor •• then &1 so a member • and who later for neELrl y 

eight yeara held an adminietrati'N poat under Preaident 111leon at 

llaahington, I oan bear witneoa tho.t the proble138 'Ohioh oonfront 

the Governor of New York and thoae nntional problema which oont'ror.tt 

~:rt~t.,l..> ~ 
the Praaident differ ohio ly in geographio extent and not in the 

.\, 
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fundamentals of political principle, The GoTarnor•e study 

of the needa of hie own State has given to him~~ 

~ desp insight i nto similar problema of~ ot her 

~ 
St a t es and aleo of their appli ontion to the machinery and ne eds of" the 

" 
Feder a l Gover nment. In the b.at analyaie a matter ot ad.miniatrattft_ 

reform, of i ndustrial betterment., of the r egulation of publio 

cnrriera , of the deve lopment of natural reaouroea , of t he ret ention 

of the ownership of primary water power i n the people, of the 

i.mprovemr:'tnt of the lot of the fnrme r differ• little, whether 

the problem ooour in Albany, i n Spokane, in Atlanta or in 

v:nsr,i ngton. 

1\1,. 
How well the peopl o of 1tlh,.. State have undorotood 



• T • 

&Dd approved the ri1e •oluticm of thea• oueationa 1e beet ahown 

by t he fact that he has baon eleoted ~d re-elected, and re..eleotede 

~Wl-"' l ' '' ' 
and again eleotod..._by hugLajoritioo 1n a norally Republ1oan State, 

9:p K,., ... : - aa to tho r equioito of honeoty, 

morely keeps .. l:lall out of aa11, or an honeoty that while avoiding 

personal amiroh, hidea the corruption of other1 , I apeak of th._,r-

J~•,Al~,.i 
honesty that leta a ITILD aleop well of nie;hta, feo.ring no t4i!ii!Jil!!!iii!9illliEII~ 

investigation, thf"~eoty t hat domanda fa1 thfulnaos t o the publ1o 

trust i n every publ1o oorvant , th .. r:::aty whioh t akes i mmediate aotion 

to oorreot abu"• 

te. In t he S~e Government an 

In 

of 

\ 

1 
( 
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extent , oven t hough it lnvo ed tho inTe igation 

o/ ., 
of looal leadore of h 1 political f th. The whole story< of his 

oonetant and peroi atont effor t s to inaure tho pr acti ce of tho apirit 

kiH'l•i r.f" t / 1\1 ~ ~ 
aa well o.e t he let ter of o fficial and private~ i n public ~ 

is s o well UDderetoci by t he vot ers of' his state that mor e and more 

Republica.1a voto for him evor y time ho i s attaolced . This i s a topio 

I >' ' ' • 
which need net be enl arged"'-. The voting public of the nation is .. 

"'f" '" ( t he ethical atandardo ~Albe:ey wi th fully wioo enough t o c mpare 

.f), fl+ ( 
t hose of Wo.shiugton. 

" 
And no\Y last of all , a.nd where t he Gowrnor excels over all 

the political leader s of t hh dey, co..,o tho ability to intoreet tho 

people in t ho •chanioo of their gove,.,.,tal maohl.Dery, to taJce tho 

ooge apart and ahow t he 1\motion of eaoh whMl. The &Terage Yater 

of our Statel lalooro more of the funotiono of our offioialo and their 

ot'fioea t han 1n eny other portion of the country. 
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the a&me tendency ahows itself. We are not the only people to aoquieaoe in 

the easy thought of being mere paaaengera so long aa the drivers and meohanioa 

do not dieturb our oomf'ort. We are not eapeoially oonoerned over our deattnat -

ion ao long aa the passing scenery ia pleaaant to the eye. We are not really 

muoh interested in whether that national destination be heaven or hell ao 

long aa the man at the wheel aaaurea ua tha.t we ahall there find a tull 

). 
bank aooount and a sort bed. 

We substitute golf for voting on election day, 1n an era of the 

ready Mde we aooept ready ade go•ernment J in a day of high powered adver-

tiling we fall tor the false atatementa of the moat highly organised propa-

lianda ever developed by the owner a of the Republican party. It ia a oourae 

which if puroued to ita lot;ioal end will ohant;e theu United .. overeign .;tateo 

of Allerioa into the United Statea, Incorporated , with a 11mited and aelf per-

petuati~ Board of Directors and no •oting power in the oOJDOn etookboldera . 
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Thia ia a time of n&tional danger unleaa "'-rioa oan be rouaed 

tJ.. 
again to wakef'ulneas. I aay thia in no epirit o~ deMgf;'fliiiP; in no wish to 

C•u ' -"'- ~"" /'"'• J. l j -. 
attack the legitima.teJ\ W... or buaineas ot our oith.ena. I see only one 

hope or a return to thel;;,:rtioipation by the people in their government which 

t•' t ,.._~It Jn • •• • ' • " J 
h'o" ~&j.'l,d,... out te,'"'-"loon~y '¥<1. a !¥il' aa the great outatanding •11ooeao 

~ ~: t "/demooratio republicS , 

.,!J___ '" 
That hope lies in the peraonall...-c of the,.ma.n at the wheel, and 

"' espeoially in the W .•oll&l purpose P.f ' thtl Pro!i{9"-t b~o)" to arouse -

" spirit or interest and desire to participate. 

The Governor of the State of New York atanda out today aa having 

I, •' t/ ..,;, , ... ~ ~t''J,.._.,.1t{ 
that purpoae, aa having/\~ theae , eight yearaAnot only hia desire but 

his powar to make the people as interested in the' government as he ie.\.,·,., ... ,/j- . 

I havo desoribed so far qualitiea entirely or the mind, - the rnentaL'f-

and moral equipment without whioh no President oan euooeesfully meet the 

adminit.trative and material problema of hie offioe. It ia possible with 

only theao qualities for a man to be a reasonably etfioient President, but 

~-- ---
lnere 1e ono ~hing more heeded to make him a great President . 

whi ch makes 11. rum loved by Alttf li ttle children , by ,_, d umb llnimals!~'...a' 
of soul" ...a ~~ him a strong holp to all tho11e i n aorrow or in troubie, , .... ,.,./ ..,,.., ~ 
that._, 11D.lce.)him not me--ely admired, but l oved by all the people;the quality of 

ayapathetio unders·~ding of tho human 

,.,. ,, "6,., 
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Our ~ greatest Presidents ot .adem tiMe poueuedi'?-M to an unuaual \ 

degree. It wao , i ndeed, what above all made the~ great. It was Lincoln' s huaan 

heart , ~~ev lt•t et-~thy' wi\h 4et~ and Woodrow llilaon• a passionate desire -?-
~ fl., ,,L 

-.,"~ bring about happiness i/ the whole world which will be the longest re-
1)111 I.. ,... /. • 

',f "" · -... llbered by tho historians of a hundred year a from now, It is ~· qup\i1:7 ao 7 
a lack 

oonapiououa l y lacking in our present adminiatrationA which hao been at the 

~~- , .. /1..4 t J•yh• ·· ~ 
bottOJII of tho ~rowing dislike and OYOD hatred Of jlhp\lfOrllll toward, !)lll'Kia~~; /1 J _ 

I ,.,,t ~ ~ · ·' 
For without this understanding or hi a fellow t'leD no Chief Executive can win r~r 

• 
hie land that lnternationo.lof'riendship which ic alone the sure foundation of 

i!lllaating peaoe. 

Becaus e of hie power of leadership , because of hie unequalled knowledge 

or tho aoi anoe of govenment, bocause or hia unoomproaiaing honesty, because of 

hie ability to bring the r;overl'UDent home to the people, there 11 no doubt that 

j IJ 

our Governor \fill t:1a.ke nn "efficient" PrBsident , but,.. because he a.loo poaaeaaea , 

to a auperlntive degree , this rare faoulty of aympathet1o underattanding 

L , .... 
he will nlso mako a ereat President,~v~o al"f because ot this l!J'tl\,tyot;)laf I 

I 
again place ua among the nations or the world aa a 

country which values its ideals aa nllOh aa ita material prosperity • a land 

that bas no aeltiah deai1918 on nny weaker power , a land the ideal and inspiration 

of all those who dream., a kinder, happior civilization in the daya to oome . 
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I f tho vision ot real world peaoo. of' th(l a bol iobment or war • 

'"£>U-
ever oomee ~rue, it wi ll not bo through thot\ l!lllthsmatical calculations of 

a reduction of armament progru.m nor ~ tho platitudes of rulti - l a.teral 

treatie3 piously deprecating armed conflict. It will be beoa.uoo t his nation 

will select as its hoad, a lee.der who understanda the humun uido of' lifo. 

who baa tho force of' oharo.oter and tho keanne:~s of brain to t ake . in-

etinot ivoly, the right oouroo and the reu.l course toward n. prosperity that 

will be more than matorinll &Jl4 a greatness that cannot be expre'ssed in 

cold figures of ~ finlllloial wealth alone. 
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acquired 

the habit or victory, the man who haa the will to win, he ~ who 

will inspire America, t he happy warrior -~ E. SMITH. 
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t)/j.~'J.:mooratic I;uional Coavention I 

preeented(a happy warrior for the Party, tor tho people and 

for pros reoSive prin;M: of government. Four yeare have 

passed . The cr y tor ,...leader~ rises stronger from the 

masses of our people and these years have strengthened his 

powers, added new laurels of greatly won triumph to hie 

glory am de:nonstrated anew that he not only deserves sucoes& 

but oom:aams it. 

The chief magistrate in a democracy must have above 

all else the power to lead understandingly and sympatheticallY 

by force of character, abillty and personality . For tour 

years our countr y has veered wildly f rom course to course 

without gui dance or d irec tion . A President, with a Congress 

of hie own political ratth , has been unable to accomplish the 

solution of a single major problem of government . 

nominatf::-e 1fa~epubl1oen President have failed 

" 

The very I 
of con-

f ir.nation in a Republican Senate, a nd the vetoes of a Repub .. 

lioan Pres ident have been ruthlessly overridden by hie own 

~~ 
party colleagues . •he need of f\ country is f or a leader 

who can l ead . present a candidate who baa aho1m beyond 

all doubt that be is able to make popular e;overnment function 

- l -
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:tor the people. 1-'or eiSJ.t years the Governor of the State 

4-
ot llew York, with a politically hostile le gislature, has 

made more ap&~ointments to oftioe than has the President of 

the United :;;tat es i not one failed of conf irmation i.n t he 

State Senate. His staunchest political adversaries concede 

his unique and unparalleled record of constructive aohieve

h'W-q4-~· r;J;ir;. 
ment in the total e ~1l :.L. of the state government, 

~ \<>~ . &h 1/.+- '..( 
in the \J of J.J;£ s'ta te finances, in the enact-

ment ot a leg islative program f or the protection of t he men, 

women an1 children engaged in industry, and f or t he preserva-

tion of the public health and in the attainment of t he t1neat 

standard of public ser vice in the i r.urest of human! ty. l'he 

personal qualities which have made that record will likewise 

P1 
make the r ecord of a great President , ~ is a personali;y 

of vibrant, many-sided and colorf ul appeaL He is, in a 

literal sense, a man of the people , as vtas Lincoln , who 

~~ ' said that God must love the common people because He made 

so many ot themt ~e tliU sprung from them. _Instinctively ~e 

senses the popular need because he has himself lived through 

the hardehip,;l th: l."ab~;:,; ~e.:."saor1!1oe whioh must be en-

dured by every man ot her oic mold wbo atrugglea up to 

· 2 -



eminence from obscurity and pove r ty. There i s no t hing of 

c ondescension in his love for and sympathy with the masses 

of the toilers and the wage earners , be cause he himself has 

lived tbrcU&h their problems, known their ne eds, f elt their 

aspirations . G arge a ffairs of bus iness a n1 of government 

he gra sps am understands, but in en equal dee;ree he knows 

-1/.J..~-~ 
and unde r stands the individual business r.-~an, the Mnner, the ' 

/> 
gr eat mass of average citizens who make up the backbone of 

the nation,_ beeatt:88 l c,::::LILUJ!, hue eowlhil l)UIOl 1 citoaeau&e 

6 t:is tnotaaces am ih&lid8. ~en h im and the pe opl~ 

there is that subtl e bond of sympathetic u nder standing which 

makes him the i r champion and makes thc!ll enthusiastically liM! 

L ...Ja.t ~~~ c..-4. livt.. • 
trus t.J.as ~ J.hus he has the true heart of a eta tea-

man of democracy . w £hen, too, he has made hims elf intellec

tua lly a great scholar within the d omain of goverru~e.ot . 

\'Jitbout pedantry he has learning ; without pose he has the 

f inest mental e(iuipment for s tatesmanship • 

.~:he e overnorship of i:en York i s a gr eat school 

l Or the training of presidents . .l.'flttre ...artin var, .... uren 

"'«A. "-
~ student .-...p . J.here Grover Cleveland lea rned 

that public office i s &. public trust . .1.'he admi niatrat.ion 



0 I 
of a great executive rec;.u lre~ study , toil , selt- eaoritioe 

and unrem:i tting application to t he mastery of political 

problems . In ev~ry field of gover .lmental science to which 

he has applied h imselt, the Governor of New York has made 

himself a reooeni zc3d expert . In any oon:te r enoe of scholars 

and economists upon taxation , upon social welfare, upon 

0'1.~~1 
factory legislation, upon gover nmental finance/\ upon penolog)l:, 

upon legislative procedure and practice, the Governor of New 

{A,) J.1 
York ~o his place natural..~..y as a trained and eftioient 

speoialiet. .1.he qualities of the heart which give h im the 

impulse to achieve for the pe ople are :na tohed and supple-

men ted by the ,., uali ties of the head which t each him what to 

do in their behalf and ho\·1 to do 1-:;) but in a a r eat exeou-

tive there must. exist still ano~her uality. t:e must have 

the dynamic power ~o r ally public opinit.n 1;0 the ~neaouree 

which his hear~ dio ~ates and his brain devises . He must 

have~ #~:l~o"'"':_,ol"'te,....Q9.,...e,.,r._u,._.o"''-•"'''-' ..:" <>;?iPPll .. o -!>P~•"'os""'""asiUles 
~ mak4eat popular issue of a governmental rei'orrn. 

Ee must- kno· how t,; o go to t,;he people and have the people 

respond VI1Tih those ereat waves of approbation and support 

•.hioh alone can sweep a project on to aucoesat'ul aooo::~pliah-

- 4 -
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a ~ monetar y question l.!!.! $ u'hether the issue be m.ent . 

the ratification o: a bond issue , a technical governmental l 
~roblem like T.he reconstruction ot the machinery ot s10ate 

i 
government, or a throbbing endeavor to mold the law tor ~ 

freedom of speech or social betterment of the lives of human 
I 

beings, the Gove rnor of ~~ew Yorl: has p roved himself to be ~ 

~ ~ charged Hith this dynamic and energizinc; force . 

·.).Wl .. J r 'i t • t ita O@ had it before nliii - .• oos e • sl• 

In the \"lisdoo of div ine Frovidenoe \ie in this 

I 
convenUon shall rlace him upon the national stage to ta;ce 

the place left vacant ~Y t"e ~I~ 0"'; the 

J_h 
~~ 
'tft. 
~t 
1i1 

lualitit:s of the heart am the head in him the r e is added 

~ 
~appea!:htc per~onali ty . 

~. 
As we tw·n to t.he 1\lture, u'C::::::t:l:ll,.;;~· '-' 1·~;: our eye;; 

th ~s ere at qual! ty or a forcetu.l 

the ardent hope Ol victor:· f or those principles o1' Je:f'feraon 

am\ Jackson whose t rus tees we are today. It 1a not the 

least part of our duty to ne.me here a leader \"lhO can realize 

that hope . J:o stand upon the raoparte and die tor our 

principles is heroic . .o stand in the battle line and win 

"or o~.:.r prtr.oiplea is eo:ueth1D6.. :nore than heroic . i;e do not 

enter upon tt.is campaign to fieht for the glor y ol' t i c;htiD.t:· 

- o-



.. e are dedicatinc: ourselves to a succesetul etr Uu:,le .• :or 

the reestabl ishment of Democratic government in this country 

of our love . And the \/Or~ E.~ fo r th throuch tho land . 

I t beean in his native state . l;orme.lly Republican by a 

maJority of n quarter of a million , it has i'our t imea made 

him its Governor . Cnce he was defeated . ·:ihen th e 

.Jw ''"'' .1~·1 
avalanche of party votes carried the .jta te of .:ew York,_ by 

l , l,O,UOO, he lost the stat.e by a bare '10 , 1..00 . :WO, OOO 

human beints, ~bed by ?2 ... , . n~ n1ze H on, cast thelr 

votes tor h i m f or Governor while vo'ting the Republican 

nati onal ticke t , because they loved him end .r9epected him • 

h..AHV 14 .'/J ft. ~(..,_"?g l·u .,_ :/t ~J ~: .... 
and trusted him . ~ ¥:. 01= • r ·e• agO hove s.pread . Ltaine 

cal l s for h im and the echo rebounds from California . 

-€a.:A. 
M~inneeota rallie s behind him and. the ans\·1erinc q,y comes 

from Louisiana . l!~rom the factories of the ea st , tho gr eat 

a,J t·~~ 
fa rming plains of the middle 1'/eshnd the mi nes o~ mog; 

ta1n states ~"M·;t~ tf:, ftt~::: essent:~•t tj 
~ hwf, It I .~· 

d i fferences in humanity . All real men am women will march \ 
1\ ....--

behind the atanda~d Jf tb~"oa. who bas so bravely _·ougl1t and 

eo nobly won,. ~ 'Vtc tory is his habit . ----·- ---
ei&&& tidings today •. I ·pree· nt to 

1-
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jyo~e tor the •reo11 1 
we,£..... 

t *' rz:ua "area 

one who has not onl y voiced, bu~ lived the tradi tiona of 

I 
demooraoy . Strong in oontest, wise in counsel , oompellins 

in aooomplishment , tried in the fier y t est or the experi ence 

of public (-ife, and found a f it oham~ipn f or the popular 
f-4¥ $-') ~ ~ f-.1/.; ~~ .... 1''- ((. { 

ne ed , I present to you/\'fflflil.. the living embod i ment of democracy 

and victory 1.Jw na. o f Alfr ed E , .::.mith . 

) 

_.,_ 

r= I' 

I 
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Ill .nry tield or h._, endeuor • .,.. indi'•i'llual atal>4a f'orth, 

bleue<l with the quality of' oontinuir•c uowth, That h eh'f it f'allo to 

KT lot t o name tor the third time before a Nttional oonYention ot our party 

in oupport or t he Go-.ernor ot tho State of' ll'ew York. The faith whioh I held 

in the prollloa ot thoae earlier doyo hao been juatitied in the f'ultllh•nt. 

Eight years 0110 Jilt State presented i to Governor, then in hh rirat 

teno, ond the apiri t of' af'f'eotion in whioh he wao even then held was .-de 

clear to his party , Four yeara later the deeper note ot aooomplhluant waa 

sounded, and he waa widely reoogniaed as a public eenant who bad inoreaaed 

in ueefulneaa and in p ublic tavor, It waa perhaps difficult at that time for 

the delega_~•• rrom other purta or the country to underatand the alt~at 

-.iolent loyol ty in whioh thh Governor wao hold in hlo own state - a loyalty 

that oould not be ourbed, an atf'eotion that inahted on being vooal. 

S\.loh personal feelinc for a man ia nothin& new, but it i a rore in 

a deJIOoraoy that it ehould last. Yet it ia an undoubted tact that the per-

eonal feeling for our Governor ia not only even et.ronjier today in hil home 

Sta.te , b ut baa spread t o nery other part of' the nation • Today there ia 

aupport fo r hie nomination - l n lOme parts an almost unanimous approval , in 

other s a etrone undercurrent - whloh 1a ot t a.r greater extent than ever before. 

It 11, howf'IYor, not t~e duty of thi a oonventlon to aet up mere 
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popularity ao the ohiot or1t.rion in the ohoioe ot ito nominee. A hir;her 

obligation talla upon ua. We are ohoesing for preesntation to the electorate 

a man who , in trust , will become the Chief b eouth--. of the United Stu.tea , 

and wo auat firat~·of all aak ouraelTea what qua11f1aat1ona are tm:peratl'l'e for 

the well-being of the nation, Party • xped1enoy must be aubaervient to nat-

ional good, We are Americana even lle fore we a re Democrats, 

It 1o right to Tioualia• th8 h1otor1o poo1t1on or the two r;reat 

pol1t1oo.l partiea , and their tunc1&r.lente.J dtr rerenoes ot approach to the methode 

and pra.ot ioe of governing those dU' f eronoea eoem 1n t hia l atter day t o be 

approaohin6 onoe mor e the baaia of the struggle ot a century and a quarter 

ago when t he oitiaona of the young Ropubl1o had to choose between covernrnent 

by a class e.nd government by true popular repreaentati on 
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Ot l ate a chain of eoonomio and eool a l d evelopmonta haa brought 

about eo much emphaaia on material t hings, such a crowding of new aoti vltlea 

i nto our daily lives that the average American baa been prone to l et hie intereet 

in hla government sleep. To allow others to conduct the affaire ot state 

ia the eaai eat road, but i s one Yt'hioh through al l hi st ory has led to inevitable 

national downfall. I n one unit of the union o f states we have wi t nesaed 

a remarkable exception to t he general rul e . During the past Ten years the 

citizens of New York have had t he i r t hought and interest projected on the 

pr oblema of State aft"lara, l arcoly because of the extrao rdinary t"&oul ty 

or the Gove rnor in making these questions vital and olaar and interesting. 

lie has been able, without appeal t o partianahip. to make t he complicationa 

of budget figur es understandabl e . to obtain the popular support ror 

draotio ohangea in tho structure o f administration and to tenr orr the 

veil or mystery and or political cant from matters in which the e l ectorate 

ia pe raona.lly oonc rned. 

The i enoranoe t hat apringa from apathy i a t he moat dan~erou• 

apeotre t hat ca.ata ita ahadowa onr the demooratio-republioan form ot 

gover runent. ond i t ma.y exist even \llhff e ao- oallod educati on is or the 



hi!;heot. The G~en>Or'e aooompliehl!lont of tamlli&riaiDc t ho men o.Dd 

women of hia at&te with the current problema , or ho ldi ng their intereet 

and ot obt&ining definite expreooion or their opini ona in a noteworthf 

contribution to political progreae. 

The bigseot si ngle probl- 1o to br ing t ho Fodeni gonr Jllllellt 

or our forty- e ight ot&teo oloao to tho people, to otem t he tlde towards 

oomplo:d ty and myoteey and oligarohy and otart i t flowing baok toTIIlrdo 

oimplioi ty and openneoo and popular oxpreeoion. • Many men oan point tho 

method, but 11; will taka .. personality like that or t he Governor to ••11 

the thought to the people o f the nation oo definit e lf, oo permanentl7 

t hat a complete revereal of present aothoda will become an aotlw 

pro.otioal tact. 

Our national rnaohinery lo today in ruoh the """" oondl t l on 

oo that o f t he otate of Now York ton yearo ago. A rultlplioity ot 

depart:nente, or boo.rd• • of oor:rnieeiona mako a eyatem inettloient and 

lmpooolblo for the avenge oltiaen to undoratand. It le part of tho 

plan of thoae who eeek to retain the control or eovern:nent in tbe htn de 

of tho 11lt- per patntlng "Beet l!indo" 'that the maohinoey ohall continue 

to bo oo oOJ:lpl ex that ultimate rooponolbillty can nenl' bo oettled on a 



If tho theory ond prnotioe of our goverment, by v.bioh 

t ho aimplifiontion 'or mohinery o:.leo for definite reopolllli bility had 

exiot od in lTaahi n&ton during thooo po.ot ei&)lt yoara. long and ooatly 

aenntorial invooti[;nt1ona would not hove boen roquir ed to unenrtll 

malfoaoanoe in tho hi ll)\to&t plaoeo. lior would yonra ol apoo IUld public 

i ntereat •uno boforo the pilty aro puniahod and the innocent """""rated. 

llefilllte reopona1b1lity in Gonrment at Albany baa been aohi ned 

and other colilllOnr.oliltho aro tollowinc tho l oad, but the Nntional oyot-

i a out or tuno ~1 t h the DDl't ardor. It 1e timo to put into offioe a 

Preol dent '01\o nll crontc a1 aroused public opinion throughout the 

country. poi nt tho way to proct1oal roore;an1aat 1on orul l ot the publio 

do a little t hi nki ng f or t hemaolvoo. 

To aooolllpliali aeythine; like a return of true publ1o 

interoot i n the doily affii.i ro of t ho National government and the publio 

voi oe in those a.ffai rr Yigoroue l eadership i s an ~aaential 
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U'""I'IUDellt a'J be .r lao. but lt lo aho ney dennttol;y 

of "'""• The aoot perfoot qotom will fal l ln t he haDdo ot the w.I<J 

tho law aucooedo ODl;y to the - nt of lto proper adrnlDlotratlOil, 

. 
Our awn hiotoey oh""a great porlodo and onry """ of t hou lo 

naaoclatod with leadorllhlp by i ndlv1dunloman, Thol r3 aro tho n fliD81 ln 

our hhtoey boolca , Oro~>t hspponin.:•• bportont d'""'lo~nt• ln our 

cvUlmtton. stopo in material or in moral proe;reoo lli'O lntoreoting 

aeoooiatod with t ho indl't'ldual who was tho IIIOViD<: <pl r lt ln t holl' ••· 

oompllohment, The dlfferenoo -on two theorloo of gem~,.,_ would 

be leiO undcrotan<lable wl thout the out ..tc.r:d ing figures or ,Jofferaon and 

of u ... utee; tho the r.ar botwoon t he Statoo wit hout t he h""olo Unooln 

and Lee; the World nar without ito I oodrow l'lilson, 

The time 1o ripe tor annthor lMdcr, Ei ght , U8/l yvaro haft 

lett t heir mrk CG thla llat 1an, 1'/hore hllva wo adftnood! In mb're dollaro. 

)'811 in more cOIIforto. ;yeo, That h all, In tho641 :f'IU'I no f lnor oonoept 

of Jat1-l life hao been adftnoad by the l'rooldont or hlo Cabinet than 
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1n cater~ to the tleofiY t l1at t ho llaticn wanto to be ld alone to 

incroaoo ito walth 1n ito own way, Loa.derohip haa .-here beon vioiblo, 

r.e drift 011 tho aoa cd apathy , 

I vi:tualit.o at 1'1rllhinetou a """ era- a Oovernnont in the open, 

in vhioh t he hundred million• of OW' cithena will f ev 1 that they havo a 

part- a GovernU>nt lod by a r.n who will be in truth Preaident of all 

t ho po ople. That leac!Gr IIIUIIt be one who can ond will work with both 

p<>rti .. f or t he comnan good. 

A mont h nt;a the Republican controlled Congreoo of tho U. s,, 

pns 1od at one seodao four Dills over t he vuto or. tho Rop..~bli~ Proei dent. 

I i> ia intoreat i ng to note that in eicht years in Albnny a Rep.ublic"" 

Legiolnture has ponoud not cme Bingle Bill over the wtc ot a Demooratio 

Governtr , 

In eight yonra the Republican Sunnte ot tho United stat11 hao 

cc oc coeion af'ter OC'oo.llion deol1ned to oonfirm appolntm1nta aent to it 

for a pproval by a Republican Preoidont. In oix year• at Al baey a 

epubliCIU Senate J!a• oonf11'D18d nery appointment mnde by a Dar.>OOratio 

GOV'ernor, 

Thie ability to 



I come for the third time to urge upon a Demoora.tio Natlonttl 

Convention the nomination of the Governor of the State o r Uew York. 'l'h.e 

faith l"fhich I held in t he promise or those earlier days has been justified 

in t he a chi evement. Now at last the whole country sees as I anw, s.nd as 

the fe l low citizens of my State saw then, the real greatness of thie man. 

During another four years hie every act has been un1.er the 

searchlight or friend ard foe a.nd he has not been found wanting. Slowly, 

surely, the proper understanding of this man has 3pread from coast to ooe.st, 

from North to South. Most noteworthy is this fact, tho:t the measure of his 

stature has been made by no pai d propaganda., by no effort on his part to do 

other t han devote his ti:m.e, his head and hi.s heart to t he duties or his 

high otfioe and the wel fa re of the State. His moat uncompromising 

opponent will not deny t hat he has achieved an unprecedented popularity 

runong the people or this country. 

It is, however., not my beli~f that I should urge popull\rity 

ns the sole c riterion in making our choice . A higher obligation f alls upon 

us. 'Ple 11lJ.St first of all mnke surs that our candidate possesses the 

unusual qual ifications called for by the high office of President or these 
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United Statee. Mere par t y expediency must be subservient to nationa l 

good. We are Amerioans even before we are Democrats . 

What sort of President do we need today ? A man, I take 1 t , 

who has four great characteristics , every one of them an essential to the 

offi ce. First of all l eadership. articulate , virile ,. willing to bear 

responsibility, needing no offi cial spokesman to i nte rpret t he oracl e . Ne:xt, 

experience, that do es not guess but knows frpm long practice the science of 

governing, vllich is e. very dif re r ent thi:::J.g from mere technical bureau 

organizing. Then honesty - the honesty that hates hypooricy and can not 

live with conceal ment and deceit. 

Last, and i n this t i me, most vital, that rare ability to make 

popuh.r goverrunent function !lS it w!ls intended to by the Fathers , to reve rse 

the present trend towards apathy e.nd arouse in the citi~enahip an active 

interest - s. willingness t o reassUJ'lle its share of responsibility for the 

nation• s progress. So onl y can we have once mo.re a government not just 

for the people but by the poopl e also. 

History gives us confident assur ance that s. man who has given 

the display of these qualiti es as a great Gover nor of a State , has lnvariil'lbly 

carried them with him to becoce a great President. Look back over our l ist 
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of Preuidents since the war ba tween the States , when our rapid growth 

'll&.de our nation's business an exper t ' s task . l"lho st6.nd out as our 

great Presidents 1 New York gave to us Grover Cl evola.nd teaohint i n 

Albany thnt public office is public trust; and Theodore Roosevelt preaching the 

doctrine of the square dea l for al lJ Virgini a and New Jersey gave to us 

the pion~er or fellovtship between n!ltions., our c;reat lel\der., Woodrow Wilson. 

Let us measure our present Governor by those four standards. 

Personal l eadership is a fundMlent~l or successf'ul government. I do not 

mean the lead~rship of the bc.1d of good fellows and good schemers who 

followed President Harding, nor the purely perfunctory party l oyalty which 

has part of the time in part of the country sustained President Coo lidge. 

I mean the leadership which by sheer force of mind, by chai:l of una~werable 

logic has brought friends and· foes alike to put through vi"tall y ne eded 

measures of govermnent reform. 

His staunchest political adversari es concede the Governor's 

unique and unparalled record of constructive achievement i n the toh.l 

reorganization of the ms.ohinery of government .. in the busineBs- l i ke 

managernent of st&te finances , in the enactment of a legislative program 

for the protection of men, women and children engaged i n i ndustry i n the 
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improver.ent of the public health, and in the att ainment of the finest standard 

of public aervice in the i nter est o f hwnni ty. This he has accottpli shed 

by a personality of vi brant ::ne.ny sided appeal , which ha s swept along with 

it a legislature of a di fferent political fai t h. 

Dur ing the past month alonfl , t he Republican control l ed 

Congres s of t he United States pa ssed f our ( ?) il!lpor t ant bills ove r the 

veto of a Republican Presi dent . Dur ing eight years at Al bany the wisdom 

of every veto by a Democrati c Governor has been sustai ned by a Republican 

legi slat ur e . I n the same way the f i t ness of his appoint ments has been 

recogni zed and confirlilftd wi t hout exooption by a hostile Re publican State 

Senate , whereas a friendly Feder a l Senatl!l ha.s on occasion after occasion 

rejected the nominations sent i :t by the ti. tular part y leader. 

The second great need i s experience, By t his I refer 

not met·ely to length of t i me of office - I mean that pr actical understa.ndi ng 

which comes from long and t houghtful study of and dai ly dealings with the 

h'lsio principles involved i n the science of taxation, of :social welf a r e, 

of i ndustrial l egi slation, of governmental budgets A.nd adudni stra tion, 
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of penology, of l egiAlati ve procedur e and practice , of constitutional 

law. I n all theso mat te r s the Governor of New York hus developed 

himself into an expert recogni£ed ,and consulted by men end women or a ll 

parties. In any conference of scholars i n these subjects he tJtke a 

h i R pl ace naturally as a tro.in.,d and effici ent specialist . He lll.so 

possesses that most unusua l quality or selecting appoint ees not 

only skilled in the theoretical side of t heir duties bu t able to 

give the highest administrative succeos to their duties. The 

high quality of appointees of the Governor, their integrity, their 

ability , lt.as made strong appeal to the citizens of the sta t e regardless 

or party. 

As one who has served his state i!l the Legis latur e of 

which this Gove rnor was then a.lso a member, and who later for nearly 

eight years he ld an adminis trative post unde r Presi dent Wi leen at 

Yiashington1 can bear witnesc th~t the probl ems l'Which confront 

the Governor or New Yo rk and those national problems ·,yhioh confront 

the Pres i dent differ chiefly in geogra phic extent and not i n the 



- 6 -

rundanent~tls of political pr inciple. The Gover nor' s study 

of the needs of his own State has given to him the opportun~ty 

of obta ining doep insight i nto simi l a r pr obl ema or the other 

St at es and also of thf"ir u.pplicntion to the machi nery and needs of the 

Federal Goverrunent. In t he b .st a.nalysie a. matter of administruti on 

ref orm, of i ndustrial betterment .. of the r egulation of public 

carr ier s , of t he development or natural r esources , or the retention 

Of t he 0\WDer shi p of pri:nary water power in t he peopl e , 0~ the 

i mprovement of the l ot of the farmer differs little, wheth"Jf' 

the problem occur in Albany, in Spokllne, i n Atlanta o r i n 

V!A.shi nr;,ton. 

How well the people of t his St a te have under stood 
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and a pproved the wise solution of these ouestions is best shown 

by the fact thnt he has been e lected and r e -elected, and re -elected, 

and again elected by hugh majorities in a normally Republican State. 

Then as to the requisite of honesty. I shall not stoop 

t o par ry the ungainly thrusts of Senator Moses a nd other pettifogging 

politicians who seek to dive r t attention from the known crooks in 

high places in t heir part y councils. I do not mean an honesty that 

merely keeps a man out of jail, or an honesty tho.t while avoiding 

personal smirch, hides the corruption of others . I speak of the 

honesty tha t leta a rre.n sleep well of nights, fearing no congressional 

investigation , the honesty t hat dememds faithfulness to the public 

trust in every publ i c servant , the honesty which t akes i mmedi ate action 

to correct abuse. 

Let me i llustrate. In the State Government a n unfortunate 

lo.dy hold ing high elective office was charged with malfeasance . In 

spite of t he 4isagr eeableness of the task the Governor set in i rra:led i a te 

operation the machinery which resulted in her conviction. In a po.rt of 
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the hugh City of NeW York di shonest practices in rel ation to certain 

sewer contracts we r e brought to light. I mmedia tely upon the legal 

pre.sentati on of the nm.tter to hi s authority the Governor used his 

powe r to its fullest extent, even though it involved tho investigation 

of l ocal leaders of his political faith. The whole story of his 

constant and persistent efforts to insure the practice of the spiri t 

a s well o.s the letter of official and private honesty in public office 

is so well understomd by the voters of his state that more and more 

Republicans vote for him every time he is a ttacked. This is a topic 

which need not be enla rged on, The voting publ ic of the nation is 

fully wise enough to compare the ethical standards of Alba~ with 

those of Washington. 

And now last of all , nnd where the Governor excels ove r all 

the political l e a der s or t his day, comes the ability to inter est the 

people i n the mechanics of their gover:nmental machinery , to take the 

coga apart nnd show the func1:ion of each wheel . The average voter 

of our States knows more of the functions of our officials and their 

offices t han in any other portion of t ho country. 
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Power to impart knowledge or and create interest in government is , 

in my judgment , one of' the c rying needs of our time . We o. r e today at the 

ond or eight gray years, colorless in part because of lack or progt•essive , 

positive &ccooplishment in Washington, but sor.tbre pr incipally because our 

mental habits have been lulled into a fal se c oma. In inany parts of the worlC. 

the s ame tendency shows itself. We arn not the only people to acquiesce in 

the easy thought of boing mere passeneors so l ong as the driver s and mochanies 

do not disturb our comfort . We are not espec ially concerned over our de st inat-

ion so l ong as the pass i nt; scenery i s pleasant to the eye . We az·o not really 

mueh inter est ed in whether that nat i onal destirlat:ion 1e heaven or hel l so 

l ong o.s the man at the whoe l a ssur es us that we shall thoro fir.d a full 

bank account and a soft bed . 

'tie subst ttute golf for vot i ng on election day ; in an e r a o-..~ the 

ready made we accept ready made government: in a day of high powered adver-

tieing wo rall for t ho fal se statements of the most hiGhly organized propa-

@anda ever developed by the ownerf> or the Republican party . It is a course 

which if pursued to ita logical end will chanec these united sovereitn states 

of America i nto the United States , Incorporated , with a limited and self per-

patuatin~ Bo&rd of Director s and no voting power in the common stookhol C:.ers . 
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This 18 a time o f national danger unless America can be r oused 

a gain to wakefulness . say this i n no spirt t or demagogery, in no wish to 

attack the legitimate live3 or business of our oitit.ens. I seo only one 

hope of a return to tho participation by the people in their government which 

has singled us out fo r a century and a half as the groat outstanding spcccss 

as a democratic republic. 

That hopo lies ·in tho per sonal power or the man at the wheel , and 

especially in the personal pUrpose of t ho President himself to a r ouse that 

spirit of interest and desir e to parti.elpate . 

The Governor of the State of New York s tands out t oday as having 

t hat purpose , as havint; pr oved in those eight years not only his desire but 

his power to make the people as interested in the go•1e1·nrnent as he is . 

I have described so f'ar qualities entirely of the mind , - the mental 

and moral equipment wi thout which no ProsiC.ent can successfully meet the 

adminiitrative and r!l&terial problems of his office . It is possible with 

only t hese qualities for a man to be a rensonably efficient PresiC.ent , but 

there is ouo t hins more heeded to make him a gr oat PresiC.ent . I t is that quality 

which mtlkos a man loved by all little children . by all dumh a.nino.ls , that 
of soul,..~ mo.kes him a strong help t o all those in sorrow or in trouble , 

t hat make him not merely admired , but loved by all the people , the quali ty of 

SYJilpathetic understandint; of the hUL'llUl heart of real interest i n one' 5 fellow men. 
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Our thr ee gr eatest Presidents of modern times posuessed it to an unusual 

degree. It was . indeed , what above all made thor:!. gr eat . It was Lincoln' s human 

heart , Roosevelt ' s sympnthy with tho weak, and Woodrow 'Rilson1 s passionate desire 

to help bring about happiness in tho whole world which will be the longest ro-

ll'lembered by the historians of a hundred year s from now . It is tho quality so 

a lack 
conspicuously lacking in our present administro.tion,A"hich has been at the 

bottom of the growi.ng dhlike and I'Jven hatr ed of the •1orld toward our nation . 

For rl thout this understanding of hi& fellow r.tun no Chief £xeovtive can win for 

his land that internationaltnfriendshtp which is alone the sure foundation of 

all lastlne peace . 

Because of his power of l eadership , because of his unequalled knowl edge 

or the science of govenment , because of" his uncompromising honesty , because o f 

his ability to bring the gov"rnmcnt home to the people, there is no doubt that 

our Governor will make an "efficient" President , but because he also possesses , 

to a superlative degr ee , this rare fo.culty of sympathetic W\derstar.ding I prophesy 

he w1.11 also make a great President . It is also because of this quality t hat 

!'urther prophesy he wi 11 ntain place us amont; the nations of the VIOrld as a 

country which values ita ideals as much as its material pr osperity - a la."J.d 

that has no selfish designs on any weaker power , a land tho ideal and inspiration 

of all those who dream of a kinder, happie r civilization in the days to come . 
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I f 'the vision of real world peace , of the abolishment of war , 

ever comes true , it will not be t hrough tho mathematical calculations of 

a r eduction of armrunent progra:o nor thr ough the platitudes of multi- later a l 

tre~ties piously deprecating armed conflict . It will bo because t his nation 

wi ll select as its head , a leade r who unde r stands tho human sido of life , 

who has the force of characte r and t he keenness o!' brain to take , i n-

stinotively , the right course and the real course towar d a prosperity that 

will be moro t han material and a gr eatness that cannot bo expr essed in 

oold figures of our financial wealth alone. 



My friends , I name to you again the man who has acquired 

the habit of victory , the man who has tho will to win, the man who 

will inspire America, the happy warrior - AU•"'RED E. SIAITH . 
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I ooce for the third t i me to urge upon a Democratic National Convention 

the nomination of the Governor of the State of Now York:. The faith which I 

held in the promise of those earlier days has been justified in the achievement . 

Now at last the whole country seas a s I sa", and as the fellow citiz.ens of my 

State saw tQen, the r eal greatness o f thi s man . 

has 
During anothe r four years his evory act/been under tho searchlight 

of friend and foe and he has not boon found wantine . Slowl y , svre l y , the proper 

understanding of this mo.n has spread f r om coast to coast, from North to Sout h . 

Most noteworthy 1s this f act , that t he measuro ot his statur e has been made by 

no paid propaganda , by no effort on his part to do other than devot e his time, 

his head and his heart to the duties of his high office and tho welfare of 

tho State! Hia most uncomprot~isin& opponent will not deny that he ha s achieve d 

an unprecedented 

rt is, 

popularity among the people o f this country.. ~lt. 

I ,.l£<W 1 
\{.)0 .~ 

however, not my belie f that I shoul d urr;et('~ .. s tho sol e criterion 

in making aur ohoioe . A higher ob ligation falh upon us . We must !'ir:Jt of all 

make sure that our co.ndidato possesses the unusunl quali ficationa called for 

by the high office ot President of theso United Stntes . Mere party expediency 

must be subservient to national good . We are Americans even before we a r e 

Democrats . 

What sort of Preoident do we nood today? A mo.n, 1 take 1 t, who has 
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four groat che.racterht ioe , ever y one of them an eGBontinl to the orrtoe. 

Fi r st of all l eader ship , articulate , virile , willing to bear responsibility , 

needing no orrioial spokese~D.n to interpr et the or acle . Next , experience , that 

does not guess but knows fror:~ long practice the science of governing~ Then 

honesty - the honesty that hates hypocrisy and cannot live with conceal ment 

and deceit. 

Last , and in this time , most vital , that rare ability to make popular 

government function as it was intended to by the Fathers , to reverse t he 

preocnt trend towards apathy and arouse in t he citizenship an active interest -

a willingness to reassume i t s share of responsibility for the nation' s progross . 

So only can we have once more a goverru:'IOnt not just for tho people but by 

the people also . 

History gives us confident assur ance that a man who has given tho 

display of these 'IJ.a l ities as a great Governor of a State , has invariabl y 

carried them with him to become a groat Pres ident . Look back over our list 

of Presidents since the war between the States , whon our rapid growth made 

j-(~~ ,.. 
our nation' s business an expert ' s task. iTho stood out as our great Presidents? 

new York gave to us Grover Uleveland teaching in Albany that public office 

is public trust; and Theodore Rooseve l t preaching the doctrine or the square 

deal for all ; Virginia and New Jersey gave to us the pioneer of fellowship 

bebreon nations , our groat leader , Woodrow '.'lilson. 
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Let us measure our present Governor by those four standards . Per-

aonal leadership i:J a f'undo.monto.l of successful governmtmt . I do not mean 

the leadership of the band of good fellows and good schemers who followed 

President Harding, nor t he purely porf'unotory party loyalty which has part 

of tho tiltl6 in part of tho country sustained President Coolidge . I mean the 

()I'll (1"'-.-.cr(..Cc,.. 

leadership which by sheer force of mind , by chain of ~~n~Mte:surab1"e l ogic has 

brought friends and foes aliko to put through vltally nooded measures of 

government reform. 

,~J 
C.Ae staunchest politioo.l adversaries concede the Governor' s unique 

and unparelled record of constr uctive achievement in the toto.l r eorgnnhation 

of the machinery of government, in tho business- like tnanagemont of state 

finances . in the enactment of a legislative progr~or the protection of men, 

women and childr en engagod in industry in the improvemont of the public health, 

and in the a.tt:.airunent of tho finest standa.rd 
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of public aerrlce in tho interest of hUilUJJlity. Thie he hae 

accomplished by a personality of v ibrant many sided appeal, which 

has swept along with it a legislature of a different political faith. 

Duting the past month al one , t he Republican controlled 

dn-· ~<M"' 
~ of the United States passed fou r ( 1) important bills ove r 

the veto of a Republican Predi dent. During e ight yearf.l nt Albany 

the wisdom or every ve to by a Democrati c Governor has been sustained 

by a :Republican le gislature. In the same way t he fitness of his 

appoint l"'enta hRs been r e cognized and co r:f irmed wit hout exce ption 

by a hostile Republican State Senate, whereae a friendly Federal 

~cnate l:o.s or OOC3 BiC!""; aft-~r c:o:u:ir::- reJected the nomi!l"ltions 

sent i n by t he t itu lar party leader. 

The second g r eat need is expe rionce. By this I 

refer not ~re rel!' to length of t i me or office - I mee.n that practical 

under sta.nding whi ch comes from long &nd thoughtf"ul study of a ni 

daily dealings ... i. th the basic princi ples involved in the aoiencs or 

taxation., or socia l welfare , or industrial l sgislati on, or zovernmonts. l 

budgets a nd administration., or penology, of legislati ve procedure tlnd 

practice , or constitutional lttw. In all these natter s the Govemor 
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of New York has developed himself into llil expert recogni zed aDd ? ) ct' . 
'9 "" "" / • .£"'·' 

oonoultod by mon r,nd "omon of all parties, ~\ ~ . ' ~ D fY' 

Ae one who hs.s se rved his State in t he Legis l ature of 

which t hi s Gov0rno r ws.s then also a member, and who later for nearly _,_ g_"r' ,., ... [, l···\ 

eight yee.r:s held an administrative poet under ? r esirlent i'filao'\I 

ce.n bonr witness tho.t the pr oblems which confront the Govornor o f 

New York o.nd those national problems which confront the Pr esident 

differ chiefly in geogra.fhio extent and not in t he f'undamentale of 

poll tical pr inci ple. The Governor 1 a study of the need a of his own 

State have given to hlo the opportunity of obtaining deep i~aight 

i nto si:nile.r proble>l18 of the other State.!\ und also of t heir 

application to tho machinery and nee ds of the Federal Govern.-nent . 

I n tho last an~lysis a matter of administration re fo rm, of 

industrial bet t e rmont, of the regulation Of publio CArriere, of 

the dovalopment or natural resources , or the r e tention or the 

\;, ... -
ownership o r water power ill the people, or the improve:nent o r the 

l o t of the farmer d i ffers little., ··whether the problem occur i n 

Albany, iu Spokane, i n Atl a n ta or i n W1.a.'lin~on. 

How v~ell t he people of this Sta te hav-e un:lerstood 
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a.nd approved the wise soluti on of these questions i s beat shown 

by the ta.ot that he has been elected and re- elected, &nd re- elected, 

and again e lected by huge maj orities i n a normal l y Republican State. 

Then as to the raquisite of honesty. I shall not 

stoop to parry the ungai nl y thrusts of Senato r &bees and ot her 

pottifogging politioiallll who oeek to divort attontion from 

the known crooks i n high places in t he ir pa r ty councils. 

1 do not mean an honesty t hat mere l y keeps a nan out'or jail, or 

an hon~sty that Wlile avoidinJ personal smirch , hides the corrupti on 

of others . I speak of the honesty t hat lets a man sleep we•ll of 

nighte, feo.ring no congressional i nvestigation, the honesty that 

~t>tr<lltCJ 
~ faithfulness to the publ ic trust i n every public servant, 

t he honesty ":'.flich takes i mmediate act ion to correct a.buse. 

Let me i llustrate. - In the State Gover nment an unfortunate 

l ady holding high elect i ve offi ce wae charged with malfeaeance. I n 

spite of t he di&agreeabl eneaa of the taek the Governor aet in 

i moediate ope ration the machinery which reeulted in her oonrlction. In 

a pe.rt of 
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the huge city of Uev1 York dishone:~t practices in relntion to cer tain sewer 

eontracta were brought to light . Inned lately upon the legal presentation 

of t he matter to his authority tho Governor usod his pO\'IOl" to its fullest 

extent , even though it involved the investigation of local leaders of his 

political faith. The whole story of his constant and persistent eff'orta 

to insure the pr actice of the spirit nd. as well as the letter of 

official and private honesty in public office is so well understood by 

the voters of his Sto.te tho.t more and more Hepublicans vote for him 

every time he 1s attacked. 
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This is a topic which need not be enlarged on. The voting public 

of the nation is fully wise enough to compare the ethical standards 

of Albany with those of Washingt on. 

And now last of all, and whore the Governor exce l s over all 

the political leaders of thi s day , comes the ability to interest 

tho people in the mechanics of their governmental machinery, to 

take the cogs ape.~t and s how t he function of each wheel. The average 

voter of our State knows more of the functions of our official11 

and their offices than in any other portion of the country. 
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I have described so far qualities entirely of the mind,-fhe mental 

and moral equipment without which no President can successfully meot the 

administrative and material problems of his office . It is possibl e with~ 

only t he se qualities for a man to be a reasohably e f ficient President , but 

't',('"\. ( 

there is one VtMii thing noeded to make him a great President . It is that , 
qual ity of soul which makes a man l oved by all little children . by all dumb 

animals , that mo.kes him a strong help to all those in sorrow or in trouble , 

that makes him not merely admired , but loved by all the people , the quality of 

sympathetic understanding of the hucan heart of real interest in one. 1 a fellow 

men . 

ll/ 'i"" 
,, 

Our three greatest Presidents possessed it to an unusual dogree . 

t ' /.. I ~'-
It was . indeed , what moat ef sll made them great . It ~u-the human heart ...-.. 

I . II J11'" 
..t.A. sympathy with tho wonk o-f~. and 'Ww passionate desir e to help 

br ing about happiness in the whole world o£ :}leodrn 'Nil eon which will be the 

l ongest r emember ed by the historian.s of a hundred years from now. It is the 

•' H 

,t1, ~ Q.!.ilfi 

qual ity so conspi cuously lacking in OlJr pr esent QW.e::£ Exedllti:JI"e' which has been 

·' " 
at the bottom of the growing dislike and even hatred of the world toward our 

nation,~r without this understanding of his fellow men no Chief Executive can 

~ca ... J. ~~ 
win for his ~ t hat"\friendahip which i s a lonec t he sure foundation of aA_ 

peane . 
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Because of his power of leadership , because of :1111 unequalled 

knowledge of the science of government , because of his uncoopromising honest y , 

&""~· f.' f) (l \.l'•pt ~~ I "t• h t"\ 
because of his ability to 1nedte hbeofir!,=j OQJ;t....d._ota i 1g e.f OW" gov.ar.nmant-in-· 

.,ta~:e.a.tJ..n&...and,..:-oleal' to tho people , there is no doubt thnt our Governor will 

., t\ 1'• 

make an efficient President , but *';t.J bocause he also possess , to a super
A 

lative degree , this r are faculty of sympathetic understanding~;.,: I prophesy 

he will &.lso make a groat Prosident•IM!ft]'f is also because of this quality tha t 

I further prophesy ho will a gain place us among tho ne.tions of tha world as 

' ·,, . ·, (•" ,r;- -
o. country which values its ideals ...,..... "TT'":::1*sJ. material prosperity~ • a 

li .;,,, f"l. J, .. 
land that has no sol fish designs on any weaker power • --;tho ideal and -l1oop& 

t(r••J o '7 .,., , 
of all those who dreo.m of a kinder , happier civili:r.ation in tho ~. 

If the vision of real wortl:d peace , of the ubolishment of war, -i+-over tcrco::1.e 

~. it will not bo through the mathematical calculations of a reduction 

of armament progrtu:1 nor through tho platitudes or multi -lateral treaties 

piously depr ecating arrnod conflict• bti-t-e.oau,u_.:th.j.,a-gr.eat n&ti.on..;.wfiose people 

Aa.:ve--a&-de&-:1-r-+-f:or other nation's torri tory , who ha.ve 1 as President Wtlson s~ 

olearly showed the world , a heart and --high_ ideala , no matter how ooldly rnercen- .. 

uy_and~busines Ll1ke o~to@P.2rary administration has become .- It will be be-

cause this nation will select as its head , a leader who understands the hurtan 

side of life , who ho.s tho force of character and the koenness of brain to take , 

instinctively, the right course and tho real cou rse toward a prosperity that 



will be more than mater ial tl!ld a "greatness that cannot be expr ossed in cold 

figures or our financial \'I'Oalth &lone . 
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