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Mr. Roosvelt s~id: 

/ \~ " fr , !' / fj JJ 

f.'lt r- ) / - jq,..:), y (~) 
I h~ve come to New EngYand for t.h~erious purpose 

of presenting a serious argument , not to the men and women who have 

made up their minds beyond recal l nor to the parlsans on e i t he r aide. 

I want to speak to that great mass of voter s who are not bound by 

irrevocable ties to one party or t he other but who vote sometime for 

a Democrat and some time for a R~publican on a fair presentat ion of 

the issues of t he campaign and of the qualifications of the candidates . 

As a matter of simple fact Massachusetts like New York is normally 

a Republican State but lil<e New York 1t votes on occasion for Democratic 

candidates, when i t believes these candidates and the issues they 

represent ,.,ill do more good to the State of! Nation than the peopl e on 

the other side, !!specially do I want to bring out an argument in this 

campaign which so far has been little used. It i s an argument "N,, ich 

is based of necessity on o. partisa n view of the personalities of the 

two honorable, upright and abl e men, Alfred E. Smith and Herbert Hoover 

w o are contesting for the presidency of the United st~tes. ~t 

I want to lay down the hypothesis which I believe 

to be true that an executive post such ~s that of Governor or Pre sident 

calls for more than mere executive ability. For instance, I know dozens 

of supremely successful corporation executives -- Presidents of great 

railroad systems , of nationawide induotrial corporati ons, of huge banks , 

and I can fran .. ly say that very few of t hem woul d have • successful 

careersae- s•• as state Governors or in the presidency. 

The admin!str"t i on of a sov.>>·n.'nento.l ch ief execu­

t ive calls for an added quality,e&-&a•-~~~e•• or to be more correct , two 

qualities, First, the rare abi l i ty to coordinate a n executive branch of 

the government with the legislation thereof . Secondly, equall y rare 

ability to present great public issues in such simple terms to the vot ing 
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p~blic that without heat or ~ passion, that vot ing public can act 

fairly and honestly on those issues, 

I have long been a friend of Governor Smith. I have long been a 

friend of Sec . Hoover, I have tried to pict ure to myself without part isan­

sh ip what kind of a President each of them would make, I am pr oud as an 

Amer ica n citizen of t ile f ine and able way in which Sec , Hoover has ca r ried 

out cert ain specific tasks, his relief work in Belgia n and later in 

Poland, his Food control, his ilelp to the victims of the f4ississipi Flood, 

his aid to i ndus t r y t hrough the Dept , of Commercel., 

~Mr. Hoover ~s President would ha ve a very differ ent task 

to per form. His previous t asks have been d i rected, firs t one then the 

ot her , towards one definite aim, He has been sole di ctat or of each of 

t hese t a sks, He ha s had no col leagues with equa l authority in perform­

ing them, In a sense each of these t i ;cs ha s been an amplification of a 

specifi c engineering j ob, the buildi ng of a great bridge, the tunneling of 

a mountain or the buildi ng of the Panama Canal, 

The t ask of the Presidency is f ar different , The President 

of t he United Sta tes must have a mi nd not singl e- tracked, but like a great 

railroad yard. !Juring the cours e of each and every day i n the White House 
~d 

he is confronting t asks with ten wholly uncoordinated problems , presenti~ 

j. , 
by ten uncOOl).J.n&t ed government departments, He concerns h i mself with the 

broad field of foreign affair s, then with the Army and Navy, then w:!,th 

a griculture, then with Foreign co11r.1erce, then with Home indust ries, then 

1vith di fficult lega l problema, then with esRv&•~ conservation, then wi th 

the Mails and Exp~ess service, then with the business of s epa rate commis sion& , 

like t he Int erst ate Commer ce Commission a nd t he Federal Trade Commission and 

then with grave problems of f inance, Somehow, though I admire him great ly 

a s an administrator for a single t ask, I cannot pi cture a President Hoover 

successful in jumping a t l~lf hour i nt erva l s from problem to pr oblem and 

keeping his equilibr~\ ~ "-~ 



from point to point in the administration of the vast array of business 

affairs of the Federal Government, 

Then there is the other point. Weaving in and out of every part 

of these mul tifarious problems is the inevitable, constant and pertinacious 

"involvement", as President Harding would have said,with the Legislative 

branch of the Government . History says that some of the finest executive 

Presidents have made complete f a ilures of the ir relationship with the 

Cong10ess of the United States. Frankly, I do not :Oldt11k for one minute 

believe that my friend, Mr. Hoover, if elected Pr.osident will succeed in 

having anYthing but a four years ' s truggle with our friends, The Senators 

and Representatives on Capitol Hill, His is not the type of mind to meet 
~ 

t he legislative mind. He has not the pa tience to work with them to settle 

differences to a chieve results . ~ranl<ly, I fear a kind of deadlock which 

will do litt le good to the Natio~ 

I s ·.y a l l this not i n the spirit of part isanship b~s one who 

wants to see results accomplished during these coming years. On the other 

side of the picture stands my other friend, The Governor of the State of 

New York. You people here in Massachusett s know of h is record of accomplish­

ment in the State of New York. I t is a record known to a very wide field of 

industry, It covers ~ocial legislation, it covers financial legislation, 

it covers ~onservation • , the aim of education and i t covers a bettering 

of the health of the sta t e. 

The s i ngular thing is that during all these years the Governor of 

New york ha s been f a ced by a hostile legislature, a logislature belonging to 

his political opponents and I may say a ~gislature which has tried on 

every possible occasion to trip him up, 

Let me g ive you an example: During all these years not one 

appointment of Gov. Smith has been denied confirmation by the Republican 

State Senate. During a ll these years not a single~ill has been pa ssed by 
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this Republ ican Legislature and vetoed by Gov. Smi th -- and there have been 

many of them has been passed by the Legis l a ture over his veto. 

I t is true that he has had Legislat i ve experience hi mself, That 

has been a good thi ng for he lmows hov1 to hand l e "' Legi s l ature. In all of 

hi s daily work he remind s me more of Theodore Roosvelt than of any other 

executive in our generat ion. Gov . Smi th ' s mind i s a mind of i ntense con-

centrat ion but he i s able , like Theodore Roosvelt , t o leave one subject and 

become in s ixty seconds as deeply i nter ested in another whol ly diff erent 

subj ect , Smith ' s is not a single-tra!~d mind , I t is a whol e r ailroad yard 

full of them. He has proved his abi l ity to coordinate the Execut i ve branch 

with the Legislat i ve branch. 

Many of the great p••e•eeai ve- •efePM&• measures of progr essive reform 

which he has obt a ined appr oval for by our Republican Legislatures have been 

put through by direct per sonal contact between himsel f and t he members of the 

Stat e Senate and House. 

But i n other cases where that Legis l ature has stood firm and been 

unwilling t o meet him a t least half way, Gov . Smi th has had that second great 

qua l i ty in an Executive , t he abili ty t o go befor e the peopl e of his Sta t e 

a nd state the case so clear l y to them that in t he succeedi ng el ection they have 

i n ever y case given him a popul a r mandat e of thei r appr oval. It is not r are 

to f i nd GOvernor s of Stat e s who are able i n one term, or even in two t erms, 

to obt ai n applause and appr oval, but i t is very r are t o f i nd a GOvernor who 

i s stronger and more recognized for abi l i ty a t the end of four terms than at 

t he beginning. 

In the final analys i s the pr oblems at Wa shington are not differ ent 

in pri nciple t han f r om the problems ti Albany ; d i f f er only i n degre e , I have 

been i n Washi ngton for many year s and I do not hesitate to say t hat in my 
the 

judgment GOv. Smith wi l l, if elected , pr ove t o be 4\ most successful President 

of modern times , both i n carrying out as a pra ct ical business man the much-
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needed reforms of administration in the Federal Government and also with 

his experience in coordinating the two great and act ively operating branches, 

the Executive and the Congress, In other words, with him as President the 

people of the United States will get things dono 

When I think that as far back as 1920 President Harding proposed 

a reorganization of the scores of Government Departments, Bureaus, Commissions 

and what not, and that for eight years he and President Coolidge succeeded in 

obtaining from Congress literally nothing along these great and practical 

lines, I pray for a man who will be able to work this Congress towards this 

vital end. 

I understand that my friend Mr. Hoover is coming here to Boston 

in four days and is going to t alk to you about prosperity , You in Boston 

know probably better than I do as to how prosperous New England is at t he 

present t i me. You know more than I do about the Industrial and Agricultural 

conditions of the factories and farms of the New England States, All I can 

say is that if Sec . Hoover can persuade New England that it is right on 

the crest of a wa ve of pr osperi ty he is a greater charmer than I have given 

him credit for. 

The fadt, of course, is very clear, There is on the whole f air 

prosperity in many of the industrial centers of t he United states, in many 

trades and allied industries. Yet there is one other side of the picture in 

which no charmer can alter the facts. Forty million people in our population-­

t hose dependent upon t he soil for t heir very existence, what we used to call 

in the old days t he backbone of the country - - t hose very peopl e are in a 

s erious plight , Relief for more than a t h ird of t he population requires not 

merel y an administrator in Washington. Eight long years have gone by and 

no solution of the problem has been f taaa found, 



Gov. Smith I back to solve that problem, first because he is recognized 

by every business man in h is own state to have sound financia l judgment . 

Secondly , because he ee~e-~e-wefl<-w~~l!.-6ellg•eH kmows how to work with 

Congress and can .... get many p••• practical accomplishments. This is 

only one phase of the need of accomplishment in Washington duri ng these 

next few year s. Weigh the personal char acteristics of the two men against 

each other. We in New York are go i ng to prove by an overwhelming vot e 

for Smith in November that we have confidence in the judgment which has 

formed 
been eeR~~p~ea during many y ears. 
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