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BIIIGHAL!TON HIGH SCHOOL 

1'/ednesday Eyen~g · ; . · , c , 

October 17, 1928 • -

?. . 

Governor Walker, and my friends of Binghamton: 

1 was very muob moved tonight, and so were my assooiate• 

on the Democratic State Ticket, at the perfectly splendid 

reception that you good people have given us, and I hope 

that you will tell your neighbors and friendK from us bow 

very deeply we appreciate it. 

It took me baok for a moment or two to the last 

time I was in Binghamton in the campaign of 1920, when I 

was running for Vice-President and Harry Walker was running 

for the United States Senate. (Laughter) It was not a · 

very successful campaign that year (Laughter). This year 

of 1920 we bad better forget. But this year of 1928 i• 

something very different. You can feel it in the air. 

(Applause). When I got off the tra1~ in 1920 , instead of 

finding a thousand or more people there as there were to

day, there was a faithful, loyal, corporal's guard :· 

(laughter), and when we bad nalked up to the Arlington 

to my delight and surprise in sight of the lobby of the 
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Arlington were literally hundreds of people. ·The ' plaoe 

was jammed, and I said to myself, 1 rrhy, tbie is quite 

astounding that there should be auOh a fine reception 1n 

my bonor in Binghamton, the finest thing that has happen-

ed anywhere in the State of New York,• and when I got in 

I· found that the backs of that enthusiastio gathering in 

the Arlington lobby were all turned towards me. The 

people were headed in the other direction, and on closer 

examination I found that one-half the crowd was headed 

that way, and the other half of the crowd was headed 

that way, and I became more and more mystified until I 

found the reason. There in the right-hand corner was the 

famous operatic star, Madam Galli Curci {laughter), and 

there in the other corner that other famous operatic star, 

Babe Ruth {laughter), and a mere candidate for the Vice

PreSidency stayed on the outsk.irts of the crowd {laughter), 

However, .some of the newspaper boys got onto it and they 

brought the three of ·us together, and they took a flash-

light of Madam Galli Curci with Babe Ruth on the right 

and Franklin Roosevelt on the left; and in some way 

that paper was distributed around thiB country, and it 

must ha ve be en siX months later t hat I saw in a copy of 

a California peper this aaoe picture t ak en in Binghamton; 

I 
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and wbyt What do you suppose it uas labelled _..: •Beauty 

and the beasts• (laughter) . Well, one of those beaata 

helped to win the World Series last week (applause), aod 

the other of those beasts is going to help win the state 

aeries on November 6th (laughter and applauae) . 

This waa to have been my first speech of the 

act i ve campaign. That was the intention on the part of 

everybody until I left Jersey City this morning, and th~ 

whole thing was knocked into a cocked bat; first at 

Middletown, and then at Port Jervis, and then at Caliooon, 

and then at Hancock , and then Neponeit, and then at Sueque-

hanna (laughter). So this is the seventh speech of the 

campaign (laughter and appl:auee). 

I am not going to keep you very· long, because I 

know that fi gures do not set very well for more than five 

or ten minutes •. But I want to say at the outset, I want 

to pay tribute to my opponent, Attorney General Ottinger, 

because for the large part of hie work as Attorney Gener

al of the State during the past four years, especially . 

with regard to the active campaign which he and b1a aa-

sooiatee have conducted against various forms of fraud, 

the people of the State should give him due credit tor 

!I 
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hia activities in carrying out the State lana against 

various forma of financial trickery. And having said • 

this, I have got to go right on in the next paragraph and 

say that I ·wish that he had not started ott in the vary 

beginning ot his speech of acceptance by using erroneous 

figures to give an erroneous impression to the voters of 

the State. Somehow his speech of acceptance and his 

speech of last night do no~ accord with his fine record 

of exposing financial and figure trickery. 

You know, there seems to be a definite disease; 

I take it mGre seriously ·than my friend, Mr. Tremaine, who 

calla them ghost stories. I am afraid they are worse than 

that. I am afraid it is a disease among some ot the Re

publican spell-binders in this State, the principal 

symptom of which is to try to prove that black is white. 

Starting oft to show that we in New York are spending a 

great deal of money tor our State Government, my friend, 

~r. Ottinger, makes the glib misstatement that the coat 

of government under President Coolidge in Washington waa 

reduced !rom over ~5,000,000,000 tor the fiscal year end

ing in 1921 to just over $3 ,000,000,000 tor the fiscal 

year ending in 1929. Frankly, it is a mighty. bad start tor 



the rest of Ur. Ottinger•& oattpaign, and I propoae ·to 

drive a horse and cart through that first speech of hia 

during the next ten days, and I commence by showing up 

this very complete misstatement at the very beginning. 

Here are the facta, and it is just as well 

5. 

that the people of the State of New York should know them. 

I happen to know them because I happened to have been a 

part of the Federal Government down in Washington that 

fiscal year, 1921, that Mr. Ottinger talka about, in 

which he says we spent $5,000,000,000; that goes baok 

to 1919. In other words, it was the fiscal year that end~ 

ed on the 30th of June, 1921, but began on the first of 

July, 1920, and the estimates for it were made up in the 

autumn of 1919 , and I helped to make them up myself 

(~pplause). These estimates made in 1919 refleot.d, 

very properly and of course, the heavy cost of demobili

zation at the close of the· war. Therefore, to take the 

figure of $5,000,000,000 and make it compare - a war year -

with the year 1929, a time eight years later, is a piece 

not only of financial but of political trickery (Applause). 

Now, 1! he had gone down one more year and 

talked about this being a Republican administration, even 
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one year later, he r.lUld haYe been wrong. The f1aoal . 

year ending in 1922 ahows ezpendituraa in W&ehington of 

$3,300,000,000. When were those appropriations and ex

penditures authorized? They were authorized before Pre

'aident Wilson went out of office in the Spring of 1921 

(.applause). And right there it is just as well to han 

this go on record in this State and every other etate 1n 

the Union; during the :(inal months of the administra

tion a budget was brought in and appropriations were 

passed by Congress, and under those budgets and those 

appropriations, the costs of the United States Govern

ment were taken off the war basis of $5,100,000,000 and 

put once end for all on a peace basis of $3,300,,000,000 

( Applause) • 

There was the drop; $1,800 ,000,000, and under 

the authority and by and with the signature of Woodrow 

Wilson and not Hardi ng and not Coolidge (applause). 

Now let us see what happened after that. Let 

us oarry it all the way through. The first year that Kr. 

Harding sat in the White House the expenditure• under 

a Wilson budget under Wilson estimates and with .Wilson 1 a 

signatures, oame to $3,300 ,000,000. What has been happen-



'· 
ing since then? Year by year under Prcniden~ Harding; ' 

and ~hen under President Coolidge, they have been going 

up and up and up, w1 th the exception of one year, when 

they went down slightly, and the · next year making up for 

it many-fold (applause). Where they were only $3,300,-

000,000 in the fiscal year 1923, they have averaged 

$3,500,000,000 in these past seven years, and this year 

tile o:ffioial estimate ahowa .that they will be $3, ?00,-

000,000 . 

Where do you get your boasted economy? Where 

do you get the stories that are being handed around by 

these people of -- well, I suppose imagination is ·abou~ 

the politest term you can apply to it (laughter)·. The 

coat of the Federal Government has gone up right there 

in the expenditures between $3QO,OOO,OOO and $400,000 ,000 

since 1922, the last estimates approved by Woodrow Wilson, 

and in addition to this, they are spending in this total 

:figure :for general government purposes, the Department 

of Commerce among other purposes, over $300,000,000 that 

back in 1922 were being used to pay the interest on the 

war debt. Sufficient principal of that war debt has, 

of course , been paid year by year, and there ia a net 

I . 
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saving of $300,000,000 s1noe then in nhat the @PVernment 

has to pay. Baa the ourrent appropriation bill down in 

Washington been out by that $300,000,000T No. They just 

slid it in, converted it into tbe general pot, and hoped 

that nobody would find it out (applause). 11 

It is, 1beretore, an absolutely fair etatement 

to make, both to my friend Mr. Ottinger and to that 

vastly greater expert on figures, Seoretary Hoover 

(applause), that the uncontestable and incontrovertible 

tact is that the Federal Government iS today costing the 

nation over $600,000,000 a year more than it did seven 

years ago. 

Mr. Ottinger is, I think, guilty; guilty of 

what I hope is an innocent attempt to make 1be people 

believe that Republican economy in Washington baa reduoed 

the cost of government by nearly $2,000,000 in seven years, 

whereas the figures show an aotual increase· in the coats 

of over $600,000,000. My delightful and charming opponent 

is only out $2,600,000,000 in his total (applause). 

But the .trouble 1a, my friends, that this .. 

innocent misstatement 18 the forerunner of a dozen other 

glaring instanoes of a complete laok of knowledge on the -



part of ur. Ottinger of existing conditions of public 

affairs both in 17ash1ngton and Alban)'.~ ... ;<~ 1. 

9. 

I propose in th~ course of the next ten days 

or so to take them up point b)' point, and prove how 

necessary it is that sound business management be ooc

tinued at Albany for the next two years, and how danger

ous it would be to hand over our State Government to 

people who are so reckless with facts and figure• 

( applause). 

But if it were only facta and figures I would 

not worry eo much. The .trouble ie that in the very next 

aentence m1 friend Mr. Ottinger leta oreep in a prett)' 

mean note of innuendo that nobody likes to see injected 

into a campaign unless you have facts to back it up. We 

have had enough of whisperings in the United State• 

(applause). My friend says in regard to State expendi

tures, •It is important that the money, once authorized 

and appropriated, shall be hones.tly and intell1gentl)' 

spent and properly audited.• what does he mean b)' that? 

Just a platitude? Or does he mean to infer that Governor 

Smith'.s administration has spent the State moner• dia-

honestly and that the auditing has been improper? aug-
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geat that ur. Ottinger give ua some fact• in regard to 

the dishonest expenditure of money (applause). 

In regard to auditing, it is a matter of record 

which Jlr. Ottinger can find out by going around to the 

Comptroller•• office, that the only error in auditing in 

Albany during the last twenty years was a mistake of five 

dollars made a few years ago, and be 1B alSo, I am afraid, 

getting on dangerous ground when be talks about the ia

proper selection of sites for publiO buildings, because 

these sites happened to be picked last year and the year 

before by a committee of eeven, consisting of four Re

publican members of the Legislature and the Governor, 

the Superintendent of Publio Works, and the State Archi

tect. Of course, I have not bad the opportunity of being 

in Albany day after daY during the past four years. But 

there is the record of the membership of the oo111111i ttee 

that picked those sites, and I would suggest that xr. 

Ottinger first consult the four legislative member• of 

biB own party who helped to select them (applause). 

And then, in coming up on the train todaJ I 

got down as far as the third paragraph of that famoue. 

speech of· acceptance. I hope tbiB campaign will last 



u. 

long enough for me to get dom to the last paragraph · 

(laughter). wr. Ottinger's third subject was the con

solidation of the state departments . I am glad that he 

approves of what baa been done, even though no fairminded 

person will quite like his giving all -the credit . to Kr. 

Root and Mr . Hughes, deliberately forgetful of the simple 

faot that it was the insistence of Governor Smith that 

brought about this oonsol1dat1·on, and that the real right 

against a consolidation was made by that little group of 

present Republican l eaders that I ba ve referred to al

ready and will refer to a gain. many times (applause). 

I am a little amused to find the Attorney Gen

eral stating that be is curious to note that his own 

l egal department was not reorganized when the reorganiza

tion went through, and be @PeS on to wish that it might 

be reorganized. Why wasn't it reorganized when the rest 

of the Sta te government was reorganized? Kr. Ottinger 

was Attorney General at the time (laughter). 

All of which gives me a very gpod opportunity 

to point out the relati onship of the magnificent prao7 . 

tical business r esults in our State goveznment in their 

bearing on the national campaign. A little over two 
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't'eeka ago, before that convention in Rochester to·ok tile 

aot1on ~ioh it did, I had planned during thia final ·" 

period of three weeks of the oamps.lgn to speak tu tha 

State of !lew York, my own State, on behalf ot the elec

tion of Governor Smith (applause). You know,. a few week• 

ago my friend Will Rogers remarked in one of his daily 

squibs that Franklin Roosevelt had got the habit of nom

inating Al Smith eo badly that if you would wake him up 

in the middle of the night he would .start to make & 

nominating speeoh for Al Smith (leughter). Well, there 

is some truth in it. But down at Houston in June I tried 

the medicine for the first time, and it took (laughter 

and applause), and since then I have been going ·around 

the United States a good deal talking not nomination but 

election, and it is going to take too (applaUBe) . 

I wonder 1f we people in the State of !lew York 

have got any conception of what a perfectly splendid . · 

thing it baa been for our state to have Governor Smith 

nominated for the Presidency. Everywhere that I go, 

whether it be in the south or the middle west or !lew Eng

land, people come Up to me asking me questions about the 

reorganiza tion of the Government of the .State of Hew 



York, about our hUJtalle legisla tion, abovt our public ·· · -

worts, about all the great things that we are so proud · •· 

of, and the State of New York today stands right up on a 

little pedestal among all the states. They are all look

ing at us and they all think that we are fine, and one 

reason why this Governor of ours is going to carry a 

great many more than a majority of the forty-eight states 

in the Union is because people in the other states know 

that this Governor of ours put our State up on that 

pedestal (applause). 

But I cannot take up all the subjects tonight, 

and I want to talk particularly about this practical re

organizing in State Government that we are all so proud 

of , and that is bearing fruit in the Legislatures and the 

administrations of other states of the Union; the record 

that Governor Smith has put there in four years should be 

properly compared to what has been going on in t he Federal 

Government during the same time. I am not so certain 

whether I told the story of the four bears when I wae in 

Binghamton last; I probably did, because in that na

tional campaign of 1920 both parties were talking about 

the need of reorganizing our Federal Government. Down 



t here i n t.csh i ngton, be.ck "there 1n 1919 and 1920," the sit

uation was just as bad as it was in the State of new Tort 

three years ago. They had, I think, 170 or 180 differ~ 

ent departments and commission• and boards and inetitutee 

and all the other things, and back in the last year of 

t~e Wilson administration the Wilson Cabinet made a Yery . 

careful study looking to a consolidation end reorganiza

tion of all of this governmental ,;ach inery, and in 1920 

we Democrats put it into our National Platform and the 

Republicans got wise to this businesslike appeal of our• 

and put it into theirs too. 

I spent many weeks going up and down the United 

States, clear out to the Coast, do•n South, up in New 

England, and almost everywhere I went I was · telling the 

story about the four bears . It ia a very simple little 

story, as I told it then. I had almost forgotten it 

until I saw it trotted out two months ago. There are 

four different kinde of bears in. the United States, and, 

of course, all these b ears come under the ·jurisdiction of 

one government department or another. I . think it ie the 

brot.n bear that comes under the juriSdiction of the ·oe

partment of the Interior, and I think the black bear . 



cooes under the department, by law, of Agriculture; and 

the Alaoka bear comes under the Departoent of Commerce; 

and jurisdiction eYer the grizzly bear is held by the De

partment of war. That bas been going on from time !a

memorial in Washington. Each bear, the caie ·of the bear, 

and eYerytbing else about the bear, fall& under a differ

ent department, depending on the genus of the bear 

(laughter), and I am told confidentially that sometime• 

there is a most awful mixup, because sometimes a black 

bear falls in loYe with a brown bear, and then nobody 

knows under what department the puppies belong (laughter). 

Well, it ia not a Yery funny story, but it was 

used QUite effectively in the oampaign · of ·l930, and dur

ing that campaign Senator Harding, the Republican oand1-

date for the Presidency, was going up and down the United . 

States, and be stole· my story about the bears (laughter), 

and be used no, be was not going up and down the United 

States, be was sitting in his front porch 1n Marion, 

Ohio, and he used that story, but ·be clailll9d that tf be 

got into power be would accomplish great things in reor

ganizing the departments of the goYernmant; • 

Well, be did get into power and we poor Demoorate 



uere throml out into the cold. He got .into poner· and heJ 

put in a Cabinet of the beet minds. Perhaps it ie beet 

that I should not reoall all tho names of that Cabinet 

(applause). Well, one of them was the present Republican 

candidate for ~he Presidency, the Secretary of Commerce, 

and I believe that it 1B perfectly true that PreBi·dont 

Harding gave to Mr. Hoover the task of drawing up a plan 

for the consolidation of the 160 or 170 rag-tag and bob

tail of the co lleot1on of departments, bureaUB and oom

missions of the Federal Government, and Mr. Hoover drew 

up a plan and the chief feature of the plan was the con

solidation of nearly all of the Federal Government machin

ery into l!r. Hoover's own Department of CoiiUI!erce (applause) •. 

Well, the other members of the department didn't 

seem to like it, and after a number of lengthy discussion• 

the plan disappeared into a pigeon hole in the desk, and 

it stayed there until 1924, and t hen President Coolidge, 

running for election, took out the plan and dusted it off 

and held it up to the audience of. the United States and 

said 0 Now, if we are returned to power we will put through 

this great plan of reorganization and consolidation .. 

. (applause). 

Well, the people elected him and then he and 
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Secretary Hoover forgot all about it. The plan went into 

a pigeon hole and there it stayed until last June, four~ 

years more, and they trotted it out again and dusted 1* 

ott, and then took it out to . Kansas Oity and they put 1t 

back for the first time as a plank in the Republican plat

form. And then, to my joy, because it had gone olean out 

of my head, when Secretary Hoover made hie speech of ac~ 

ceptance in August, be trotted out my story about the four 

bears (laughter). 

So, my friends, for the third time they are ask

ing you to believe in the-ir promise. There 18 the same 

old collection of departments and boards and commissions 

today that existed on October 17, 1920, only a few extra 

· ones have been added for good measure . Now Mr. Hoover, 

hoping to succeed Mr. Coolidge and Kr. Harding, baa 

trotted out the same old promise. Two men have disre

garded the promise. Is the third man likely to carry it 

out, the third who baa served as a part of the official . 

family of the other two? I don't ·know; you can fool 

some people a long time. ·It ~y take another four _yeara, 

but I don•t think so ( applause), and I believe that in_ 

the l ast analysis this campaign is going to hinge on _ 

whether a man • a word 1s sacred or not; whether a party•• 
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vord is saored or not. '· 1 ~ 

There is one example. It is not very thrilling 

to us, these details of government business. We people 

in New York, t hanks to Governor Smith, have been given a 

new interest in simple figures. To me it iS a joy and a 

delight t o go around this state and find audiences that 

are willing to listen to simple facts about their own gov

ernment . Think back ten years. Could you get in any. 

town or hamlet in the State of New York, could you have 

got back there the same interest in matters affecting our 

State Government as we have been able to get since we have 

had Alfred E. Smith up there in Albany to teach ua1 Why, 

the whole body politic in this State bas got a different 

point of view. We ere willing to listen, we are willing 

to have him report to us, and every time that be does it, 

we not only trust him, be cause be carries out his pledgee 

and because be makes his polici es clear, but we ba ve been 

sending him baok to Albany each time wi tb a bigger major- · 

tty than ever before (applause). 

To me it is ver y significant that even in these 

short two months that the Governor bas been campaigning, 

less than two months einoe his speech of acceptance, the 
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country, the other states of the Union, are beginning to 

share in our tntorests. They are beginning to look into 

this r ecord here in Hew Tort. They are listening to a 

whole hour's speech by Alfred E. Smith down in Louts- . 

ville or out in Sedalia, V1ssour1 , or up in Chloago, 

fi~res and facts. It is the first time that figure• 

and faots have ever been talked to them honestly. All 

they got before was lies , and lies, like the time they 

talk of in this State about the saving in the 'ederal 

Government. 

Now, this man Smith, 1f we could only give hla 

three months more, 1f he could only get into every state 

in this Uni on, we would not have to have an -election at 

all ( appl ause). And there is another reason Why I . wish 

thi s campaign could go on for another three months instead 

of another three weeks. I refer to the reason that you 

all know. refer to a reauon that iS particularly well 

known around Binghamton . But it is not halt so bad here 

as it is in other states . I have just come froa the 

South and I have seen down there in the southern states 

circulars that any man or ~man in this audience would c 

.-_ ~-

be ashamed to have in their homes. I have seen ciroulare 
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that were so unfit for publication that the people ·.who 

wrote and printed and paid for them ought not to be put . 

in jail, but ought to be put on the first boat and sent 

away from the United States (applause). 

And down there in the South and out there in 

the West I have bad people come up to me and talk to ·ae 

about the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution; 

people who are complaining about us people in Be• York, 

because they said we d1dn' t care anything about the 

Eighteenth Amendment to the Consti.tution, and then · thou 

same people, in the same breath, .would turn around and 

say they would not vote for Alfred E. Smith, and they 

never read and did not care to talk about the Sixth 

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, the 

one guaranteeing religious liberty throughout the nation 

(loud applause). And the curious part of it iB thi•: 

in a fairly extensive trip around the oountry, I have 

noticed that this un~Americanism, this type of assault on 

the principles on which our country was founded, ext•t• 

most greatly where there is least education (app.lause). 

You go to any state and you will find that the 

religious bigotry in this campaign is more glaring in the 



out-of-the-way farlll!l and billa and valleya and small 

towns, where there ie no oontaot '111 tb the outside world. ·· 

You do not find it in oities to anything like the same 

extent. 

Just after I got down to Georgia, in a small 

country town, a man, an old friend of mine, a farmer , came 

in to see me, and be said, •ur. Roosevelt , I am worried. 

A lot of my neighbors, they are all Democrats -- we are 

all Democrats down here -- but my neighbors say that they 

cannot vote for Governor Smith , end I don't know what the 

reason is. But there must be some good answer. Will you 

tell me so that I can go back and talk to them? They 

tell me, tbe_se neighbors of mine, and they show m.e print

ed handbills, leaflets, telling them that if Governor Smith 

becomes President of the United States, that their llethod

ist and Baptist marriages over here among our neighbor• 

will all be void and that their children '11111 be illegi

timate.' (Laughter). Yes, you may laugh; they weren't 

laughing, they thought it was true; and. they were honest, 

law-abiding citizens. They didn't have the education, 

the contact, to know better_. Oh, I could go on and tell 

you a thousand stories along that same line. 



23. 

It was upstate in New York, oTer near mr ·•eo

tion of the Hudson RiTer, that a young Irishman was runn

ing for offioe, a boy who bad been born up there 1n ·.c· 

Dutchess County and who was running for offioe of, I 

think, Town Assessor, and be was going around before 

election seeing biB neighbors, and one evening be was 

passing a farm, and be went to cell on the farmer with a 

good deal of trepidation to ask the farmer to support 

him; and the farmer said to the young Irishman, "Yes, I 

will be glad to support you 1n this election. I baTe 

known you, you are a fine young fellow, you are a good 

influence in the community.• This young man said to the 

farmer, "I greatly appreciate your support. But I know 

you won't mind me telling you that I am a little sur

prised, becau~.e bad understood that you were opposed 

to Catholics.• The farmer, stepping forward, and putting 

his band on the young man's shoulder, said, "lly boy, you 

have got it all wrong. I am not opposed to Irish Catho

lics. What I am opposed to is those Roman .Catholica.• 

(Laughter and Applause). _ 

So when you come right down to it, what I be

lieve to be true is that the day will co me in tb18 

country r.ben through better education, and incidentally 
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we have never bad a Governor in the State ' o! New Yortcc< 

that baa done more for the cause of education than Alfred 

E. Smith (applause). The time will oome when eduoatioR 

in our own state and in every state of the west and every 

state of the south, in the oi ties and ·the hamlets and the 

farms, in the back valleys and up on the mountain&, Will 

be so secure , so clean, so American, that this vile thing 

that is banging over our heads in this Presidential elec

tion will not be able to stand. 

It may be years to come, but I believe that 

this year we in the State of New York have got beyond 

those days of prejudice and bigotry. believe tba t in 

our state we have come to visualize the right, because 

I like to think our education is high enough to make that 

possible (applause). . ' 

And so you see that I have treated this deli

ca te subject from the point of view of one who cares for 

the future of the country; from tbe · point of view of one 

who wants to eradicate ignorance, because ignorance 1• at 

the bottom of it all, and let that man whom that oap !ita 

put it on (loud applause). 

I am certain of t~ pointe in this campaign. 
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The average voter 1s going to read both sides and is not 

going to be misled by faulty figures or broken promisee. 

The average voter knows how to discriminate between two 

kinde of figures, two kinds of promises, the figures and 

the promisee made by people who have an eight year record 

of ·faulty figures and broken promises; and on the other 

hand, the promises and figures made by men wbo have a 

definite record of having accomplished definite result• 

and kept every- promise they ever made (applause). · 

That is why we who have been nominated on the 

Democratic Ticket in this year of grace are going before 

the people of the State of Rew York, not making promisee 

indiscriminately; going before them with, I think, at 

least in part, a record, and with a very serious, f1ra 

intentJon of making no promise that . we cannot fulfill. 

That ia wby so many people in the State of New York, 

Democrats, yea -- of course, and all that host of a new 

party. There ia born this year, ihere 1& going to live 

for eight years more, the Smith Republican party (ap

plause). That 1s why they believe and know that Alfred 

E. Smith, if elected President, will be far more auo

oeaaful in keeping promisee, in getting things done, than 
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any President we have had in a generation (applause). 

And so as I said to my friend at the station 

down in Susquehanna -- by the way , I did not make the 

mistake of a namesake of mine of asking for their vote• 

for Governor (laughter) --as I said to them, we Demo~ 

crate are just sillY enough to give a lot of attention 

on the evening of November sixth to give a lot of atten

tion to the vote from Pennsylvania (applause). There iB 

something in the air; there is something in the air ae 

I climbed today through these little towns along the 

Erie, where I have known the people for years; some of 

them in my own Congressional District over in orange 

County; as I came through there, there is something in 

the air. It is a something that you cannot put your hand 

on, but it is there; you know it is, and you and I feel 

it. 

What were theBe people doing out on the streete 

todayT They were all actuated by that something in the 

air , and we will know jollY well what that something 1n 

the air 1B about eight o•clock in the ev.ening of November 

sixth (applause). 



At the outeet of •1 aot1•e oaapatgn, 1 want to -pay tribute 

to •r opponent, Mr . OUinger, for a luge -part; of bl1 wort •• 

Attorney General of tbh hate dUl'ing the na1t foUl' yeare, ,.,ec
ially in regud to t he acUTe camoaign which he and hie auooiatee 

ha·n conducted agaln1t T&rl ou1 for•• of traud. ! he people of the 

State ehould gi•e hi• due credit for hie aothitiea againet Te.rtou• 

tor•• of fi nancial tri ckery. 

I wieh, bowe•er, that he had not eta.rted off in the •ery 

b eginning of hie speech of acceptance by uelng erroneou1 f igurea 

t o g ive an erroneoue 1•pree.ton t o the "otere of thh State. 

The re 1eema to be a definite dheaee uong Republican 

epellbi nders i n thh State, t he -principle ey11ptcs ot which i e to 

prove t hat b l ack 1e white , Starting ott to show that we i n lfew 

York are ependi ng •uoh money for our state go•ernment, he l'll~kee 

t he glib mhetatn.ent that t he cost of goverll.IDent under Preeldent 

Coolidge was r educed troD~ SS,llS,OOO,OOO tor the fhoal year end

ing 1 921, to $3 , 260 ,000 , 000 for the current thoal year endi ng in 

1 9~9. It ie a bad etart for t he rest of Mr. Ottinger• e 11peeoh, 

and aa I propoae to dr i•e a horae and cart t hr ough thet aneech 

duri ng the next ten days, I ca.n well commence by ehowi ng up the 

ooao1ete ID1 n tate1Dent at the begi nni ng . 

Here are the taott: The flecal yeer 1921, tn whi ch Vr . 

Ottinger aaya we epent o"er $5,000,000,000, t allt directly under 

the eetl~:~atee a.nd budget eade in 1919 , and reflected , of oouree , 

t he ••ry bea•y co1t of d .. obilhation after the war . 

The ! heal yes.r ot 1932 eho•ed up exoendlturee i n lfaeh

i ngton o f 13,372,000,000, t hh being baaed on the appropriation 

law pa11ed i n the epri ng ot 1920 while Woodrow 1'11eon waa et lll 

Prttldent. I n other worde, the actual d•obilitation ••• co!ll

pleted under the Preddenoy of I'U eon and t he ext~endituree •ere 

brought down t o a normal degree. 

Since 1922 t he Federal expenditurtt hAl't a"eraged c'fer 

$3 , 500,000,000, and duri ng the current f hoal year of 19!1 w111 

run to apnro:~iu.tely ~3 , 700,000,000, or an inoreaee of $328 ,000,000 

o•tr 19~!:! . I n addition, •• ue eoending in 1'a1hington today for 

curr ent go.,.erMent pur 0111 S300 ,000,000 wbtoh , ln 1922, wae be inc 

paid tor interett on the war debt. Therefore, t he rederal OoTeraeat: 
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1• today ooetlng the nation about 1800,000,000 acr e than it dld 

••••n yea.re ago . 
Mr. Ottinger it )!tlty of, I think, an innocent atteasot 

to aake oeoole beline t hat R~Ublican eocnoay to Wa ehtng ton hae 

reduced t he colt of Go•erDltent by nearly ta ,ooo,ooo,ooo in ''"'" 

yeart, whereat the rtguree abo• an actual tnoreaae in the coat of 

the •· e4eral goYeruent of teoo,ooo ,ooo. Thie innocent mieat a te

ment h t he forerunner of a dosen other gla!'ing inetanoee o f a 

l ack or knowledge on t be "Dart of Jtr . Ott11111r or t he aiettng oon

dttiona or pu!:llio affaire in both State and Ne.tion, I prol!Oit 

to talte t hem uo point by point during the nest fn d.ayt, and p roYt 

how neoeuary 1t le that eound budneu manage11.ent be continued 

at AlbMy f or the nest two yeare, and how dangeroue 1t would be 

to h8nd OTt!' our State goYe!'oment to people who are eo 1'ecltle11 

with fact e and tlgu!'ll. 

But i n the nest eentenoe of Mr. Ot tinger• Ill lllpeeob 

thel'e crone uo a .... as•l:d:x not e o f inuendo which no one lttee 

to ae e injected i nto a oi'Uipaign unleu it 1t aubetanttated by 

faote. We have bad enough of "•hiepertnge" . 

Ur. Ottinzer eaye i n re3ard to state u oendituree, 

•tt 18 iamorttmt that the money once authorised and aonropriated 

eball be bontttly and intelligently eoent and pronerly audited. • 

'fbat does he aean by t hat f Just a platitude? Or doe• be 

aean to i nfer that OoYernor Bll1tb 1 1l ad.minletration hiU enent 

t he St a te ¥•••J••x m.ontee •••x dl t:honelltly and that tbe auditing 

hat been i tapTo?er T I eug~;ut tbe.t Mr . Ottl nge!' giye ue aome 

faote 1n r egard t o tbe dhboneet expenditure of money. In re

gard t o auditing , it i a e. m&tter of recor d that t he only error in 

audU. in llbe.ny dur ing 20 year e was a etetate of $5., made a 

nu.btl' of yeezs ago. 

Be ta l!l1o gatt:ing on dangeroue ground when be talk• 

about t he 1a nr oper aeleotion of ligbte t or public building• 



Beosase theee 11t11 were plo ,ed by a oouUt11 of e1Yin1 oonelftiDC 

of four ~epubliotft Leg11iilllt11'e leodere, the f)0 vtrrnor, t he f!u"'l'! ria

tendent of Public Yorke, and the State J.r.,hUtot. 

Tste w nest Yr. Otttngiift third wbjeot: The ooneolt-

datton of th' State D1pe2t2eote. l &'l glad tho.t he a p-pro••• !IYta 

though no !s1r:a1Ddld pereon. will quite lite hh g1Y108 tbe oredlt 

to Vr. Roo\ and vr. Bugbee, d1liberatel:7 forgetful of the lizrple 

f aot tha t 1t wu 1 the tnetetenoe of OoYernor !mtth that brought about 

ooneoUdt!tion, and that the real tight againtt ooneolid' t t on wae 

•ad• by thnt little group of pl'eeent Republican leaders whom I baye 

l'lf6rred to Rlrendy , and will rofer t o aany timee at;a in. tsu 

l sa delight ed that the .lttora.ey-oea.erel te curtoue to 

note t hl t hie own legel depa rtment was oot reorganized when the 

reorganizntton went through. lhy nott lfr . Otttngf'r was Attol'nq-

o_,ner e.l at the tillle . 

A.ll of which gives me an excellent opportunity to point 

out th e r elatt onehip ot the magnificent bustneu r eeults in our 

! t ate governMent in their bearing on the national oamnn t gn. 

Oo'Vernor s~tth baa a r ecord of ha 1 ng effected an aetualf 

pra cttca.t reor~anhation of the St ate Oovern•ent dur\ng the pa st 

tour yetr s . ""l'e, a s otttsena, ar e extremely proud o r wha t he ha11 

dooe and we know t hat our record 1e being copied b)' sanr othe r 

at stee. 

l'fbU ie t he r ecor d on t he other ddl' In 1920, llr . Hard

ing, the Republican Presldenth.l Oandldat:e, 1&11.1 a uoh l'lbout reorgu-

1a1ng the 160 rag-tag and bob-tailed oolleaUoa. ot dep&rtMente, bur

eau.e a.nd oo:a."!! teeione tn ,.aahtngton. Mr. RooYer ,dr• u.p a m&gnlft

oent: planS when he went l r.to Pre ... i dent Barding ' 1 cabinet. 'rba chief 

f l!e.tu.re of the plan wa a t he conaolidatton of meet of the rederlil 

Col'ern.aent bualo.en into Ur . Hool'lr' 1 own departaea.t: ot Ooa~eroe. 

We all know what happened to that t>lan. It went: into a plgeori.-boll 

and stayed ther e. r our yee.re l a ter, ln 1934, Preewa.t Ooolttte 

talked a lot 1n hie oruapoip. about the reorgantaatilon, oonaolldatioa 
of tbe tedent. l adll1nhtrat;11'1 fu..nottoaa. ! oU.y1 four year1 tater, 

I nothing hi 1 happenH. There 1 e t he •neae old oolleotlon ot de1)8rt-



11enta, boarde and oo-ledona, with a few estra oaee ad.ded oa. f or 

good !!Ieasure . •c., Mr. ftocwer, boolag to l'\lOOeed ft. OI)Olldp i&ll4 

Mr . !lor d ing, l s trotting out the 1811e ol4 proalae. Unl i ke Oo•em

or a':lttb , he not oaly hne no reoor4 of &oOOII))lilh•ent, but be h&l 

t he definite handi cap of baTing beea. a part: of ad.ll1n1etrattone 

whi ch for ei ght year• ha•• failed • loo;i to teep uo to tbe:lr proa-

1aea . 

I em oertaln of two pointe ln thh Oa&l"lR.lgn. Tho aTerage 

'1'oter h goi ng to ~ead both ddaa, and 11 not going t o b e ml !!:led. by 

f ault y tlgu.rea , aeoondlJ, the &Ter age Toter t:nowe bow t o di.orlatute 

between t wo differ ent tlnda of proaleee - the proaiee•a.de by ., 
bC.TI & 

people wboa/paat reoor4 of bn>t:ea proll11e1, and the fiJ'OI!Ihea aadl 

by people who have a de f in ite record of ha'1'ing aocolrl)liahed defloltl 

r eoult e and kept nery proalae thiJ ner • de . Tlmt i a why eo 

l4H-Dy people ln the State of Hew Tort: belleTe that Alfred ~. 8111i tb 

will, l f el ected Pr ellden1: • be fu more auoce uful ia. keeping 

proel aes, and in gettla.g t hing• done, than Herb fl'rt o . Hoover . 



At the cutoot. ot J:V aot. ivo oaqnl{;n. I want. to pay t ribute to IllY 

appanent, !7 , ott!.ngor , t or a large part ot h lo work aa Att orney Gonoro.l of 

t h.le state durlllf; t ho p:let tour )'Mra, eapeolally in re;;ard to the aot.lva 

oou:>paignwlliah he and hio aaooolates !avo oonwot.lld &&linat varlcua t oma of 

fro.ud , The people or tho Gtato ahculd give hln 4ua credit tor hi• aot.ivltieo 

~ v~>ricua i'or::w ot i'lmnolal triolcoey , 

I wish, l over, that ho had not otartlld ott in t ho voey boginnl.ng 

ot hia apoooh ot a ooapta'loO by uoing erronooua tl{;uras to give an erronocua 

l.q>rMoion t o tho voters or t.hio State, 

Thor a aooctl t o bO a doti nite dioOI'.oo acong Ropubli= opollbindoro 1n 

thio :Jtate , the pri noiple oyl!lpto:> ot 11h1ah iu to p1 ovo t hat blaak 1o white, 

Etart!.ng ott to oh"" that wo 1n II• York o.ro opendi D<; ruoh 100118)' i'or our State 

Ge'<onu:>ent, ha n.keo the glib mioatat .... nt that t b > coot ot gcwernttent undor 

Preddnnt Cool e wao roduoed i'r o:l ;5, 115, 000, (Y-1() t or tlu> i'iaod f""r •ndi.nc 

1921, t o $$, 260, 0001 000 t or tho o.trrent tiooal y""r ondlJl& in 1!)19 , It !.a a 

bad .tart t or tho t"o<rt ot J.lr, ottl.nc_;er 1o opoooh, and aa I propooo to drive a 

hone """' oort thrOUI!h tmt apoooh durin(; th" :torl. ton <lays, I can wall o""""noe 

II<•ro t<ro ~ho taoto : Tho t i oMl f""-l' 1001, i n v.J.ah l!:ro Ot.tJ.n.::ol' 

·~· wo opont .... r ~.ooo,ooo,ooo, tl\ll s diruot.]¥ Wldor the ootl.mteo and budj;et 

r:ade 1n 10191 and l'otleetnd, of o0Ul'l!e1 tho VOl')' hoayY coat or do:obilitat1on 

'rho t i Boal )'et.l' or 1922 aho:;ed up ""!>&ndit uroa 1n 1To.oh1ngton of 

,un,oo:>,ooo, thio baing buad on tho appropr iation l.ar po.oDOd 1n tho opring 

ot 1000 while Woodrow lfiloon was otill Praaidnnt. In ot.hal' wordo, tho actual 

damobiUu.tion .... OOl!lpl eted Wldor t he Prooidon"f or lliloOil and t ho cpondlturea 

wor e brcucJxt dawn to a nor:J~>l d11f:r H . 

Cir.oa 1922 tho Feder d azpt'ndlturao lave aTGJ'Il&ed mer 1 6001 0001 0001 

and dUrillf; the ourrnnt t iooal )'et.r ot 1009 will run to appr""J.mt•l¥ 



$3, 100, 000, 000, or an inor8flllo <>t ~26,000,000 <Nor 1922. In &cl.dition, we 

aro ependJ.nc 1n lloui!li ngton today for curront. fi<NOni!:IOIIIt. pupoooa $300, 000, 000 

wbioh, in 1922, ......, bainc po.id for int.or&<~t on the ""r dobt. . 

tho Fedarnl aw~X'I'It:ICint. 

Therefore. 



1a tcxllll:f ooeting the nati on about ~,000 110ra t lum S.t d!.d -1"'11'• 11&0 • 

Jr . ot.t!Jlgor h r;uUty ot, I think, an !.nnooeut ettempt to - p>Ople 

beli..vo that S.p!Q>lloan eoon"''l' in lt\f.n6tcm haa reduood the ooet or G0'18MI:II8r'lt. by 

Mal'~ t2, 000,0')(), 000 in IICJV<m ;vouo, ,. ,rene t· ,. fil;tlrno "'""' an aetual S.norwa• in 

the onot. of Fodoral Govor""""'t ot tooo, ooo,oco. Thh !.nnoear.t. oal.et&temnt io the tore

i'\mr~Gl" of a doaen ot.hor £).&r1Q£ inetanou of a laDii: of l<n<lll'lod«• on the pert ot !.II' . 

ot.tlr.{'er or tho oxbt in& oondltiona of p!Q>lio at.faira in both at.ate am !ration , I 

xropo18 to taka tho:01 up poi nt by ~~ during tho no~ fw days, am 11"0'18 h"" noo

osaary it ia that " .c :,"oi&ecs :::..~omnt bo continuo<!. at Albany fer t'10 noxt t 110 

yeare, and how 4angoroua l t would bo to har.d cm>r cur ctllt.o GcVor=nt to poorle 'IIIlo 

aro so ockleoo wit.\ hots c.:ld fi(;uroa . 

Dut. in t.'lo ""~ oontcnc~ oi' ..:r . Ol.t1~.gur '• apooch t.'1oro crops up a 

rurt.e ~" l.nuondo 'llt.io· !OO cne lll:Ds to GJO iLject>d int.o a C&:llpal.gn Ul'.lall it lo 

8llbetant1at~ b7 l.'clote , ~ hut'o bad enoUGt. of "'ohicpcring3" , 

..:r • ot.tin&Or n.v• in r3p."''!! t o stoto oxpend1t ll2'8o, • xt h 1:2p0rt.a..~ 

that t bo ,.,... onoe aut.horlacxl aD! approprio.te<!. d;.al1 bo llor~::tly l!ld i!ltoll~q 

apont o.n1 J,rOl)erly liulite4 ." lhe.t 4oes he .an by thnt.? Juet " plnti tlZ\o! Or 

4oes ho ...., t o inter that. Ckw.....,.. ~th1a .-L inlortratl on h11e spent tho st.at.e 

moniea !U"'oneatly ri that the allll~lng haa been !mpropar? ! ·~at th..t Ur . 

ot.t.lnj;<n' 1:1ve ua - hoot a in regv4 t o the cll"'oneA el!plni'J.ture ot fM1fY1Y . In 

r er;d to audit.int. it i a a ....ttor of 1!'80cml thllt. the only .....,.. in milt in Alb~ 

4..-lQI: I) ,. .... •a ..1 t>let&kl> ot 16 • .-4e a n...,_ ot ,. .... 11&0 . 

Be ill alJio se"ine an 4anpro118 cr0111114 ....... he ta1ka llbaut. the 

iqropw •Jeotlan ot •l&l>t• tor plbli4 buil4lQI;a 
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~- tt.M lilt• wtre ptalte4 7 a /e<>!&Uoo Ott - · omaioUDc 

ot r ..... napa Uo&a Lelf.al&Uw lAIMor~. the O•ernora the Sl&perlahlllle"' 

ot 1\1 U. .. ta, alld tlte state ueblt/-t. 

!aloe up ~~est. l.!r. ottlJIW ' . thlr4 e> jaott !he -eUdaUca 

' 
ot tho &to Dopart.tato. I oa ~~that Ita •PP'-• - tltCIIII!h 110 tllnd.Dile4 

' 
pora01:1 will quito Uloo ltb rlri"'r ~'• orocllt to !lr. R""' and • lbpe, 

4eU ,,..._~ r .. ~l ot t!te o~ taot tltet lt •• t ho inelet-o ot 

Goworn_. sat.th that rCIIII!h' .. ,~ • -114atlm, IIIII that t ho r•l tight 

! 

apiut ocnaoU4eUca •• a4o bf til&~ Uttlo crcup ot proaeat ReplblloaD 

loa4ora wbaa I liMe rotorrell to alroa4y, and will roter to .. 11/ Ume &!lOin• 

I aa 41UI!h'eli that t.!te •·t~lr'Dir;-oenoral 1e ourlCIIIa to noto thot 

bia - lip 1 4o~ ••• n:. re..l~ao4 w•·on the recrt;anlzaticn weat 

tltrCIII&'I· :~!o• not! Ur. ottillpr oaa :Attcrno- -Gonor&l at tho u.. 

All ot o' loh rivo• • an CIIIDOllent opportunit to polat art. t to 

rol&tlCllllblp ot t he -.utoont bualooeo ro .. lta ln cur stato gw0l'111110nt. 

4uring t ho taet f'C>Ur oan. .:e , •• ;uttona, ore azt.re::>e~ pru ot trlat 

ho hu 4- and oe :noa that ...-rea, r4 is bel.ng ooplo4 y aay other 

*'"· 
.st 1a t ho rea.,.. en the ot¥z- s!Aot In 1810, Jlr , llior41n&, the 

Rop!bl i<l&a Praol4ea\111 CIJIII14ate, afol4 -h a •Gttt roerganS.•tlli tho 160 

~ and bos-kllo4 ooll..Um otj 4o,.n.••• "-and oCIIOI!d.aot.Cllll 

b lhb~on. Ho ._..._up a 1'-IJilf'looll' p1aDk .-he . ... lllto 

Preai4e11Ud ~in&'• oabiiiBt o 'fhoj ohlot t~ Ott the plaa .. tho 

ooazoliinticrn ot-' ot tho F~ G.,....-.$ !oael.llawa lllto llro l!Oooer 1a 

a plpi!Hl0111114 &e,yo4 tWo. ,,. yeara ~or, b 111£6. .... ol4ont CoOllp 

\&DIIIA a ~ u bia ellllldca al>lllt the r-I"Jilatlaa, •-oUAatiCllll fit tho 

N.a1 ..-metntt.n f'wloUCllll. !ala:70 tillar yeara later , nat.hbs lw.a s,..C. 

nor. b tho - old ooUooUon Ott 'tepo.n-



.. nte, -· aD4 _!.a,._, with a t• - ODaa aclc!H OD tor S- .. a_.., 

-. JJr. Hoaftr, hop!Ds to .-eclllr. Coollclp llllclllr. ilu'clln&, 1a trottiJic 

out tu • ..,. old pr<11tae. Unlike O.....rnor l!lllth, ba not only bu no raoorcl 

ot -caplla'-nt, wt he h• the detlnlte handleep ot hiiYlDS been a part ot 

aclmlDlatratlona 11hloh tor el~ ,..... han tallecl 1~ to keep up to thelr 

pr•l••· 

I .. oertaln ot - polnta ln thla o-len· !he ,...race 

Yoter 1a golDs to reecl both al6oa, llllcl 1a not going to ba alalecl by tanlty 

tl«Una; •oonclly, tba .,. • .._ Yoter Ia-. h .. to cllaorlalnate-

clltterent ldnda ot JII'GI"lua -- the prcataaa-cle by -ple 1lho h.,.. a put 

reoorcl ot broken prcataea, aD4 tba prcataea IUide by people 1lho hiiY8 a cletlnlte 

reoorcl ot h&Yln& ooo<11pllabacl cletlnlte reaulta and kept .,..ry JII'GI"lu they 

.,.er ll&cle. That la 'tlhy ao _,y -ple lD the State ot - York bali.,.. 

that Altrecl Eo Slllth wlll, lt aleotecl i'W'ealclent, ba tar Mre -•atul lD 

keeping pre~~laea, ancl ln gattlng thiJica clone, than IIM'bart c. ~. 
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