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Mrs. Good, Mrs . Smith, and my friend• ot 

Kings. (Applause.) I am very happy and proud. T~ur 

demonstration makes me feel quite choky. · (Laughter.) 

I am happy and proud to be the guest of the splendid 

United Democracy of B>Ooklyn. (Applause.) 

Here we are, four days before the great vic­

tory (Applause.) I want to tell you for a minute about 

some of the things that have happened in the past two 

weeks and a half, something about the State of New York. 

I am not going to talk tonight about· the problema of 

government in this State, because one who is more worthy 

and more able to diseuse those problema is going to be 

with us later on this very evening. (Applause.) 

While he has been travelling into every cor­

ner of the United States, I have b~en trying to traYel 

into every corner of our o;.n State. (Appl ause.) And it 

has been a pretty heart ening progress all the nay 

through. 



Ue have been out along the Southern Tier of 

counties of this State, out to Lake Erie, then up to 

Buffalo, and back by way of Lake Ontario, through the 

middle of the State, and everywhere that we have gone 

we have found not just interest; we have found the 

same kind of enthusiasm that we find here in the City 

of !few York. 
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You know, I have had a certain amount of ex­

perience with campaigns up-State and I know from past 

years some of the things that may happen to unfortunate 

Demooratic candidates in some of the plaoea up-State. 

(Laughter.) Let me give you an example. Eight year• 

ago, when I was running for the vice-presidency, some­

body routed us into a charming city way up near tha 

Canadian border, the City of Watertown, and we expected 

to have a meeting of sorts there, and when we got 

there, after diligent search, we found gathered in a 

small back room, the Democracy of Watertown, faithful 

unto the last. Well, they had the courage of their 

convictions. They greeted ue and I made a speech to 

the De~craoy of Ua t ertoun . There wasn't anybody that 

turned out outside of t he Der:ocracy of Uat ertor.n, and we 



proceeded on our ~ay, hoping. Ae you know, in that 

particular year, our hopea were not fulfilled. 

ua. 

This year, When we got up-State, they oame to 

us and told us that we were to @P to ·Watertown. I 

sort of shook my head. They said, 1 Now, we are going 

to give you a real meeting.• I sa.id, •How many will 

you have, 40? 1 Because, you know, I am a great be­

liever, being a Roosevelt, in the increase of the 

population. It iS a pretty healthy climate ·up there, 

and I knew none of them could have died off. So we 

took a chance, and as the automobile caravan approached 

Watertown, over one of the magnificent Al Smith high­

ways of this State (Applause), we were not thinking 

about much except the delightful scenery, when sudden­

ly the road in front of us was blocked, blocked with 

30, 40, 50 cars. They cams to us , a reception com­

mittee, five miles out of town; and as we went into 

town, we were joined by more cars, more reception 

committees, and a band paid for .11'1 th their own IIIOneJ. 

When we got into the fine public equare of 

Wa tertown, our thirty Democrats had multiplied into 

three thousand yelling enthusiasts. Well , that night 
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the biggest theatre in town held eighteen hundred people, 

and there were about 2500 in it, and there were another 

twenty-five hundred on the outside, and still more who 

could not even listen to the loud speaker. That 18 

the kind of a reception that we have met with in •s• 
York State; not just in Watertown .alone, but in every 

city in New York. 

Here is another interea~ing discovery ·we made: 

A new class of voter, who had been Democrats up-State, 

a few of them, and a vast number of Republicans, some 

of whom did not know that the Ci¥il War ia yet ended; 

but this year, in addition to the boats of entbuaiaatio 

Democrats and the smaller number of rather dampened 

Republicans -- I am not just speaking of those who live 

near the Canadian border -- there is a new claa• of 

voter, hundreds and thousands of tnem in every county 

and in every town of the State of New York, people Who 

come up to us in our care, come up to ua in the ball•, 

p·roudly, and say -- men · and women -- •I am an 11 S111th 

Republican. • . 

And tben there i• still another olaea of 

voter that we have discovered, lots of them, lurking in 



all the secret plaoee of the State. People after the 

receptions are over, after ths band has stopped play­

ing, . will sneak up behind us and say, 1 I have got a 

Hoover button on, I have got a Hoover sign on ay 

oar, I have got a Hoover picture in my window, but Kr. 

Roosevelt, it is .all right; I had to do that, the 

neighbors made me do that, but don't worry about it, I 

am going to vote .for Al Smith. " (Applause. ) 

That is why I am telling you tonight that 

as one who is pretty familiar with up-State New York, 

there 18 going to be an awful Bhock ooming to the 

Republican leaders about six thirty P .K. next Tuesday 

night. (Applause.) 

And now, in view of the fact that my old 

friend is going to talk about the State of New York, I 

am going to talk about the nation. (Applause.) . 

am going to take occasion in the first 

place to make a few remarks about a meeting that I under­

stand was held in BrooklYn last night. (Cries of •boo.•) 

No, gentlemen, he is a very distinguished 

gentleman who, outside of campaign time, has paid the 

most wonderful tributes tha t Alfred E. Smith has ever 
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had. {Applause.) But · somehow, you.know, campaign · timea 

sometimes warp even the better good taste and judgment 

of the greatest lawyers . 

Last night this gentleman high in the councils 

of the Republican Party, made a speech in Brooklyn, and 

when I read Kr . Hughes• opening paragraph and remember­

ed with what apparent reluctance he had finally coma 

forward as a last hope in the last atagea of the 

disaster of the Republican campaign, I thougbt that 

he had finally decided that party loyalty or no party 

loyalty, he could no longer support the RepUbl1caa 

Party. For this is his opening sentence: 

•once more I am glad to believe that calumny 

does not pay. The mud-slingers bespatter themselves.• 

And with that sentence, my friends, I fully 

agree. {Applause.) 

It has been left to Mr. Charles Ivana Hughes 

to put into a simple· sentence that great reason why 

millions of red-blooded Americans, formerly affiliated 

with the Republican Party will vote for Alfred E. 

Smith. {Applause.) Yr. Hughes• simple statement is 

an ·epitome Df the descent, step by step, during the 
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the past four contha, on the part of the l eaders of the 

Republican organization into the loweot ·depthS of un­

speakable slander, calumny, aod even obscenity, which 

haa flown in an unceasing stream from mysterious 

sources throughout this campaign. 

They have condoned every vile attempt to re­

vive passions ~hich have been dead in our nation sinoe 

our ancestors burned witches in Salem. (Applause.) Let 

that be enough to say upon this matter of religion. I 

am convinced that the voters of the country are aa 

sickened and d1Bgusted at the t ·act1cs that have been 

employed as I am. When the first flood of Smith vote• 

comes in next Tuesday n~ght, I am confident that those 

same leaders who have conducted the Republican campaign 

will learn once and for all that the American people 

agree with Mr. Hughes that calumny doe• not pay. 

(Applause.) 

Yes, we have witnessed on the one side .per­

sonal abuse, and on the other side fair argument. We 

have seen on the one aide evasion and generalities and 

excuses, and on the other courage, clear statement 

and presentation of a proud record. (Applause.) And 
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't'e have aeon on the one Bide the precentat1on· of a 

carefully guarded, carefully edited figure, the ideal 

Kr. Hoover as hie political party would have hia 

appear before the American people• (Laughter.) But on 

the other aide the people of this country .have had the 

presentation. of a man in his own person, a maD who· 

does not have to be presented in any colors but those 

of bia own simple human self. · (Applause.) 

I speak as one who has known and admired Jfr. 

Hoover for many years. I speak dispassionately. I 

speak as one who regards him as an excellent engineer, 

as an excellent deputy to carry out a specified task. 

Let us remember that Kr. Hoover, 1D all his f ine record 

of public s ervice, has in each instance had but one 

specific task to perform, and at one time. Let us re­

member, t .oo, that in each of these ta!!k• be has been 

the uncontrolled master of unlimited funds, that he 

bas had full authority to iSIJUB o·rdera in t11118 of great 

public emergency, and tba t he was the arb:i. ter w1 thout 

a mast e r first in the r elief nork in Belgium, then in 

the similar work in Poland . And as Food Director during 
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the war, he W$8 the ozar over the great stable produote 

of the food supply ot the world, and in the same war 

during the emergency of the Mississippi Flood, he wee 

olothed with unlimited powers by the Red Crose and the 

Executive Department of the Federal Government. I etate 

the simple fact that in all this excellent record, Kr. 

Hoover has never yet filled any position that oan com­

pare in any way to that of the Presidency of the United 

States. (Applause.) 

A VOICE: Send him back to London; they want 

him. (Applause.) 

MR . ROOSEVELT: He has never had a task like 

the Presidency which involves the .necessity, the abil­

ity, to manage multifarious and simultaneous problema 

every day that passes. He has never had to co-ordinate 

dozens of functions of gpveromeot, all of . them die­

similar. 

It is one thing, my friends, to coordinate 

bureaus all working for the same general purpose into 

one department of commerce; but it is a verr differ­

ent thing to handle teo separate departments, and more 

t han one hundred other agencies ot the Federal Govern­

ment. 
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Finally, ·and thi~ is a vital point, Ur. Hoover 

baa navar by any atratoh of the imagination, proved 

that great essential in tba Chief Exeoutiva of a •ation, 

that quality that has to be held by a man, the ab 111ty 

to get results by coordinating tha Presidency with the 

Congress of the United States. (Applause.) 

Let us not forget, if we go ·back in our 

history, that the greatest of all of our presidents 

have all possessed that rara ability ot getting things 

done with the aid of Congress. 

On the other aide, there is nothing of guess­

work. On the other Bide there is no mere hope that our 

candidate will measure up to the apecifioations of his 

office. The democraoy of the State of New York has 

long had as ita leader a man Who is not a mere exeoutive 

·capable of performing some given task in a plaoe of sole 

responsibility. We hava had a man Who, during evary one 

of these eight years at the head of our State Govern­

ment, the government of the largest and moat populous 

state in all the Union, baa given proof of the poaeeasion 

of that great essential to sound and progressiva govern­

ment, leadership, tba leadership of Alfred E. Smith. 

(Applausa.) 
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The task of the !1at1on during the past !our 

months has been to learn as a. whole, that day-by-day 

tecord of our beloved Governor. It is a task in· whioh 

he and we have succeeded. The Nation today visualUee 

that record, and understands why on Tuesday next, i' 

must and shall he extended to the Federal Government 

itself. 

I am going to ask kind of aimple questions 

that have to he asked to bring together that maea of 

material which we get in any campaign. Shall we take 

a man who may make good in the complex, many-sided 

office of President, who may make good; or shall we 

take the man who in an almost identical position baa 

made good? (Applause.) 

Shall we take a man who bas kept silent and 

is still keeping silent when courageous members of hie 

own party demanded public atonement and penaooe for the 

sins of a past administration, or shall we take a II&D 

whose unwillingness to accept the support of tbe un­

worthy, has had many striking tests in our own State? 

Shall we take a man who has managed to make a 

number of speeches without saying any.th1ng, a man who 
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bee ldt the public uncertain as to his reel attitude ~n 

great questions of Ule day, or. shall we take a 1D&Il 

whose fearlessness, wnose bravery, whose outstanding 

courage has been shown in public life one thousand 

times, a man Who bas made bia position and his policy 

' clear as the light of day? And finally, shall we 

take a man who bas utterly failed to fire the public 

imagination, or shaii we take a mm whose personality 

is so vibrant, whose humanity is so outstanding, that 

be bas drawn Kaseachusetts from her citadel of conser­

vatism and Uinnesota from its buttress of hereditary 

Republicanism into the great stream of sister .states 

now following in his train? 

And by the same token, apply the same argu­

ment, which 1e fair, and in 'flh iob there is no mua­

slinging or abuse; apply that to the State campaign. 

Do the people of this State want to pp ahead with a 

fearless definite expression on the part of the leaders 

of democracy, or do they want to shift over and put 

tbemsel vee Under the le adersbip of the same men who 

have been trying to block l egislative and executive 

accomplishment in this State in the past ten years? 
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And I vant to say. one t:ord. The governcent 

of thU State is like a corporation. Tlhen you invest 

in a corporation or have to do With ita management, 

you put into office of president and vioe-preaident men 

of the same general line of policy; a treasurer who 

agrees with the preeident . and vice-president, and a 

couneel who works with the other three. By the aaae 

token, when I go to Albany on January firet next (ap­

plauee), ae the Preeident of the Corporation of the 

State of New York, in which every man and woman owna 

one ehare of etock, and nobody two (applauee), I want 

you to give me a vice-preeident, Herbert H. Lehman, who 

talks the same language that I do. I want you to give 

· me a custodian of the public funds, Morrie Tremaine, a 

man who has kept them well (appl~use); and last and 

just as important, I want you to give me that splendid 

citizen, Albert Conway, as my lawyer. (Applause.) 

Now, I have got ·a favor to ·ask (laughter.) It 

aeema sort of silly to ask it here in Brooklyn where 

twenty-three out of your t wenty-four Assemblymen are 

cy friends and will work with me (Applause). But there 

are a lot of people ~o are lis t ening in over the •Mike• 



who don't live in boroughs or assembly diatriota tha' 

are unanimously Democratic. (Applause.) 
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I make this plea in every Republican assembly 

district in the State of New York; I want for my own 

personal comfort, not for my health, but for my coa­

fort (applause), I want a Democratic Legislature witb 

me. (Applause.) And if tbere is any slip • twix' the 

cup and the lip" I will tell you this: If I have to 

have a Republican Senate or a RepublicanAssembly, they 

can expect the same treatment from me as they have been 

getting from Al Smith. (Applause.) 

So we are coming to the parting of the waya . 

have been through this State, and I have been through 

a large part of this Nation . There is no doubt in ay 

mind of the surge that is coming our way. The eigne of 

it are unmistakable, and it is not only here in the 

great centers . 

It is not even confined t6 the ci tie a of tba 

country. Go out into the s maller communities, · and on 

the farms of the United States. People are r ealizing 

that this country wants to ·change the present adminia-

tration in Tiashington, and subs titute for it en adminis-
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tra tion of honesty end progr ess. ( Appl ause. ) 

And so, I come into the home stretch with all 

the confidence in the world. I am confident that the 

voters have sized up the national situation. I aa 

certain that they are not satisfied with the expressed · 

views of Herbert Hoover in this campaign, and I aa 

sa tisfied that they are content with the beliefs and 

contentions of Alfrea E. Smith, so squarely expressed. 

Tee, I know the results. And a little bit 

later on this evening I hope that Senator Copeland will 

extend to you an invitation . (Applause.) But before 

be extends it, I want to give you a praotice one first . 

You know, you have go t to have practice before you ·atart 

on a splendid march of triumph .in Washington, D.O. 

(Applause); and so, friends , I hope that . John McCooey 

will hire a hundred trains (applause); I hope .he will 

hire a hundred special trains on January 1, 1929, and 

take them up to Albany, and that we will have a parade 

there. (Loud Applause.) 
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