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1/.nrch 11, 1929, 

TJ 'm:: : :;;:_:JL.~ Oll TIC CLASS OJl 19291 

This is not Jo.at u ceasuce :!'roo t ho &IJl:lST 

LIVIliG G!l.\DUATE to point out t o tho craduntine; clooa 11. 

set of rulea for your lifo trork and t o \7iah you -,roaporit ;r 

nnd honpinoaa a4 graduates of &rvurd Univoroity. It is, 

rather, to express to you the thoUGht thAt you of 1929 

uro not eaoentiall;r different in ony rtey frOI!I us of 1904, 

I Jmvc no doubt thAt most of you r e[;nrd us, 

\7ho nrc celcbratin,; our tl::enty-fifth nnnivoroaey, :lll 

p eopl e vho h:lve pnsaed the meridi.on of lito ani, if 11e 

nre luclQ', n hor>p;r old 1!110 to look forv:U"d to, :tor th:lt 

b tho rzey, I an certain, t!mt I folt in June, 1901, 

nbout the clo.as of 1879. 

•Believe it or not• I " o.nt t o o.nor to you 

Soniore t !mt 1 t is " stronge but undoubted bet toot 

tho ovornhelmi"tl majority of us t11onty- f1ve ieo.r 

o.nc:onh l:'col very little ol der tho.n 178 did in tho 

yeor 1901, o.nd I o.o even eilline; to s t o.t e thot aome 

of uo fool o. deal YOU"tl8r. 



Cert:Unl7. llhnteTer DO:/ be the cause, I!W1.JV' 

people are growing ol d with uace, am w1 th a t1D11 spirit 

ot 70Uth, in this da7 end ceMratioa. Perhaps the finest 

OXllO!'le 1o that of that splendid aon of ~<>rd. l lr", 

Justice Olin r llendell HolJ:>os of the United States 

a>preoe Court. I wish that evaq Ulldergraduate cdd>\ 

!mow him end visualize his splendid spirit of yao.th, 

Tao. are entering n period which, in nll 

probability, will be the most intereoting in Bll history. 

Lite 11 chnnging more r apidly, year by year, aDd I ""' 

inclined to believe that these chtlnces Ifill be even 

greater during the coming t:enerntion than they baTe 

been since I ~rae i n collBt:B. lou will hnvo a de1'1n1 te 

part in the mldng of these chon,. "''S, aDd I no confident 
as 

that in you. lbrvard will be vell represented aa aha bas 

been duri nc tha nearly three bnndred yo<>rs of her 

hiotor;v. 

~ I add a peraon!U plea t o tha Cla so of 

1929. 17e have lon& suffered thrauQ>ao.t the nation from 

the disinclina.tion ot educat ed men to take part in 

po.blic affairs. !lbis haa resulted in part froo a 

tendency to sneer a t a certain tn>t' of so-C3lled 

politician, end in part froo a lack of definite~ 

interest in qnestiona of goTerD!Ient . 'l'oo fft en the 
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tendenq is to let goT8l'11:181l\, 'both local lind state aDd 

national , taka i te own course ,lv.st oo loag aa it does 110\ 

interfere with \he buaiDeae , COI!Yenience, or pl..,.,...e of 

\he individuol. I do 110t mean for a moment \hat taldag 

an interest in public service 1a a Ute ~ or a pro

fession. It is rather an avoC3t1on whiCh lhould be 

entered into by every man as a pari , great or IIC!Ill , of 

h1 B clail.y life, 

There 1s a feel1~~g todq, on the part of 

~ of our citisena, \hat I:I1Cb the eaaieat we:r out of 

our political questions will be to find some coinble , 

nble , econom1C3ll;y S01llld lhsaol1n1 to act aa a coo

plete dictator and administrator for all governcental 

flmc:U•aa• llll.t it is worth while to efve po.asiag 

t.hou8ht to the earlier da;ya of our h1ator.r duriag 

whiCh our o.nceotors set 'a;> the first 111lCCeastul 

repubUC<ID fom of representative gove"""""t• Its 

crention and Subsequent development , on wiae Unas, 

was due to t11e personal , activo intoro:t to!:en b;y a 

laree proportion of the population. 

lbnard 1a bllildiag "a;> todq, a• it baa 

duriag moot of ita past, a tina spirit of independent 

t.hou8ht, lind a w1111"GDDI•• to break awq from mob 

po7C)lolog, lfn;y ;you ca.rr.r on \hat independence! You 



aq turn out to be wr<>lll!: ba.t 110 o• will 1>1- psa. lt 7f1DZ 

indiYic!ual.i\7 1o honeat ODd 7f10Z purpose hlA'b. Aa psa. 

acatter throud:l the world remecber , too , thot as a coq><>nent 

pert ot the 6Z'fl'lt hod,y ot llarYard grodUateo 10U cam10t pt 

loot. 'lbe thotlllbta and the hopeo ot "/O'O:l" own corara4ee ODd 

trienda and, indeed, of all othBr llarYard """'• will follow 

;vou. 



TliEIITY FIVE BARS 

I han wondered what..,...... emotion~ 

i& uppermost in the minds of thoae of u lh o return to 

HarTard after graduation a quarter of a century ago. 

Pb¥aica1ly the chan&e• are great: ........_.. 
- a.A~.£--~ 

w<- with our wh•ea and ch114ren1 in a aeries of gree.t 

dormitories dedicated to the use of our Freahman sons ; 

we look acrose the River to the .. .-.. ..r belll titul 

buildings of the Business School; ws ees new structures 

in azfl around the Yard. 

Personally we re joice t nat so maD¥ of the 

faces of the Harvard of 1900 are still here , :Because 

the 7ears have borne so lightly on their shoulders. 

iecause we ourselTes renew our youth in these anni..-ersaries~ 

we find the relization difficult that t he r t' '5 tt n ~,,' ·<'t 

of President Elio~, of lllliam James, of Bharles Eliot 

Borton, of Dean Shaler, of Major Higginson is with us 

no loti8Br• 

Bu.t apart from the gradual appearance of new 
/;,11rt• ., n..( ,./ !T< ., 1 

faoes in the ranks, apart fr om/\ brt b • 't --· apart 

fr om that fine generosity of sona and friends of HarT&rd 

which makea possible the physical growth, many of us 

graduates take pride in a deeper, more abiding progress. 

A un1Teraity , I take it, in order to fulfill 

its highest puppose to the nation and the wcrld, Should 

aeek two great aima: Firat, the pro'Yiaion of education 

in the beat sense of the wcrd, and, e qually important, 

leader•hip in liberal thought. The Un1Tereity is a 

compoaite whole judged by its faculties , ita etudents 



- 2 -

1te graduate bodT - Judged by the contribution it 

makes t~and the intluenoe it exerts upon , the 

lite ot humanity. .:2i-
That 1a where my thoughts ..._ on a d&¥ 

when HarT&rd has giTen me an honor more enduring, 

more personally and deeply appreciated t han any which 

could come to me at other hands in all the rest 

ot my Ute. 

The liberal thoU8ht ot which l apeak 

comes properly trom the oldest institution ot 

learning in our land. Some young, new giant ot 

the West , eaoeeding us perhaps in numbers, oan 

pride itaelt on the modernism ot its outlook;. it 

is a righttu1 at t ribute ot youth; but there is a 

difference when that young spirit is backed by 

t he traditions ot nearly three centuries. We 

need not tear the tuture when the great advances 

ot the present day are led by the older institutions, 
rt;Z • 

when/ laying aside~ri~lry ot a ~arter ot a century 

ago which at:.d at mere B1 ze, they are ~ neing 

with each other in turning out a better, and not 

merely a greater product. 

Three generations ago Ha~d assumed the 

leadership ot the American colleges by striking out 

boldly in the direction ot the uniTer sity idea, and 

with t he purpose ot ginng greater responsibility 

to the indiTidual. We were pioneers in the field; 

we called it, perhaps , the great experiaent, but 

during the oourse ot the years we proTed the right

ness or our nsion. 

0 
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Today Harvard leade &&&in, not in &n experiment 

but in the logioal deTelopment of modern eduoation. We 

haTe beoome in a true sense a uniTersity, teaohing 

adequately and progressiTely almost eTery element 

that enters into the broad field of the human knowledge 
a,.r:; 

of the twentieth oentury. Ykwzwxk-Yw •anger hae been 

reoognized,in the field of oiTio life and in the 

fie ld of soholastio life that the trend may ......_..,C!:cVt ~ 
w:(."<l:s ·.~...........J 

far :o"' the production of '111WT"''~~new generation 
r-To.-o J~~' c.J(..'I..~rt£U./ 

oastAin a oommon mol~. 

Under the leadership of President Lowell, of 

the men within and without the university associated 

with him, Harvard sees t he danger and braTely steps 

out to meet it. We believe, and rightly, that in the 
I~ /1U 

final analysis progress will oome~eduoational .. 
1
1n 

the industrial, in the scientific and in the political 

world through the stimulation and strengthening of 
? 

the will and the power of the ind1Tidual to act as an 

indiTidual. 

We haTe passed through an era necessary in our 

(~;~.J;;~ pel! .... when the teaching has been directed to cooper
A~.ro .... 

atiTe and mass effort. The~,..,..., the teaching of 

th6s past quarte r oentury has been learned. 

Today we faoe the next great step. Happy in 

its background, and because of its maturity wholly _....,.,,~ 
/ 

HarT&rd can well afford to place a renewed emphasis 

on the ind1Tidual within her gates , I am Tery certain ·/ 
.<..:.- lt,VL.-\ ~ .. ~~t1A.1~/ r--t 

th&t we, the .11raduate body of HarTard, Ml •" whit 
~r,./'l"or( 

en rt Jll$ th&t the mere methode of HarT&rd 
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shall re111111n unohanged. J.!¥ tathar•a day waa his day; 

~~q da;y waa lA¥ own; ~~q son's da7 is h1a and Just aa 

surely the HarTard sa& ot his aon will d1tter sreatly 

trom this ;year ot Grace ot 192 9 . 

That ou univerait;y belongs t o t •• o nation i s 

toda;y a tact; t hat ita relative intluonoe t hroU8hout 
as hish 

t he nation is/~ as at anyt1~ durins ito hiotor;y 

is, I be lieve , equall.v ..,..L:..r7;t ~.;: • /' , ~--;_ 
"' / 1 / ki~ (:<!7 , "" y" ' :2:--r 1:t. c:;?W"' "-on ,;., 
-~ t-£"1 P,.r. t-1' v t. 1\ ~~::JQS; z' ~=-~a:aa-f _, 

/ t L , - . . .... r; r7V"*' '-'•·'* 7,(r j'J¢'•"' •.; A/ ~11,/;_,,. "f. ~ 

1-/,A-~ / ~ J,.J."-· ~/ ;{ ?.~ • ..v/.4~ r )V",_ X:: ..-''l. 
1 · /. ·" / .-... ~,y,(, ·'" A 

a_ /l'1A Vl ' 1(1;1"'.(>-<•(1 ~: h~ I ~I'{ ~~ £.,/":~ 

/ ;,, 'Y',·" .. £ .... .._ ~ 

/otr r h. ·j .d;:::. t;J.' 
/)/I ,f ·,J, ., .. J ·;,. ,a'""t;:. 

.;) !;:: c 7;i;-

~,;;, ,,;/; ~-" 4q_,/ 
/A'~ 7 1'' / '·. ~~ 

l~ 



1""/o ...(tl ... ' l ~ ~ 1'. /it. r .,.· 7)" lv'/'0/ 

A~ ':ll·.r.-7 1...__:;.-.) C#<-.--yd .tf.a-~.1" . M 1, _?;; .. ' 

,;{;- 1 -.!..,) 77..( ,h·~y~_.~, ;w,h~o( ,{L 'I-(_ tPl-"1 

J.v'/.C.;....,,_,~ 1-../- : ... l ~ h-Yy.c;!.L 'jl-?-.-...Lt! 4--L 

,b--1~·· ~ 1'£:.._~ """'~~\~~ ~ 
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