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Rad;o Address, Albany, N. Y., April 3, 1929 ~ . '?il 
The G'ot•N"Hor Dittet~ut:• Pa~!ll Promi&t:l ond CoNtn~•t• Democrotio Perf~ 

once witlt RepwbHcar. Pailvre t a Adhere to PLatforM. 

Thill ia in Utt! nature of a preliminary r~pori to the people of the Stale: 
on tl1c rrsulte of the IPS!islatn·e acuion of 1929. A• a •tate-wide elected 

. olfu-inl I feel I l1an a distind duty to kt'ep Ute people of the State infor~Hd 
n11 fnr u possible u to wlutt goes on in the State Go,·ernment, and I am very 

R~~::~j:j!:~, 1!1~df~cl~ ~~~!r 1 ci~~~~0of~:;~'S~~t:~t 4::!~ f: ~;fbJ~t~::CUt.;J 
the orK' which I hopt- to make next Wl"t'k will be, just u murh n I can 
make them, non·partiun in t'bararler. I want mtrely to state faets and 

h~"F"irsi11~r":~t1i 0!·a~~e t~1~~:: r:~~('~at~u·;~.~"'o"u:O;':~-~~~o:~nt properly r.n. 
undu two heads. Fir;o;t is tl1e purely ndminiatratn·e aide, the running of a 
,...,~. brsre busill-('~ or~aui7.ation dh·idt•d into eiJrhteen tlepartmt'n\1. Pra.cti· 
<'RII~- All of the r<'O''le who are in tlu~se department• a re under tbe civil 

~['"~c-:e ·~~ag:rto'; 'tl.;~nd~~t:,Oe1n:~·t~~e1":!n:~ts~·:~~r:V1~h~ t~:Y t~~fo~~ 
t r !lronsihle to t he Go,·t'rnor for the pro)K'r rondud of thei r department~. 
Th('Jie deJmrtmcnt ll.eads are mostly men and women who han given long 
fl('n·lre to tlu• St11.t(' and nre Ufl<'r11 In thei r own pa rticular lines, people 
like the Commit~siont'r of F.duention, the Commluioner of Menta l Hygiene, 
the Cornmi!lf!iont•r of Charities, the ConlK'n ·ation Commluioner, the Superin· 
temll'nt of Public Workl. 

~~'!n~~~·::('::.'!! ~~ !~: ~!:~e t~:t~::em~~~l~: :~!;:~nfn;!tv~dla:!ee efe:J 
t; popular ,·ote. }~our 8tate offit'inls, the Gm·ernor, the Lieutenant Governor, 
the Comptroller. nnd Attorney-General , are ao elected and, of eour'lt, the 
201 members of the Legisllttpre are a lao elected. Thi1 brings in the fact 
that politically we han two major parlin and in State campaign• each of 
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these parties eeta up a 10-called platform, giving to the people of the State 
a ddlniU 1tate.me.nt of what the party propMet to do in the way of legialation, 
if it it returned to power. 

pr!U:!:t r::detb~ t!:~~~;!rtf:!n~;,P~~~~ ;!:,~! :r::. IS:~ !~ai!o~h~t te; 
would do at Albany thla winter. Let ua see. if these promltet have bee.n kept 
or broken. 

. It. is fair to ask the queation at thit time, "IIu the Republi~an party 
~'hi~h i t in eontrol of the Legisl:tturc <"nrricd out Ita promiace to tbe peOple 

ma.p:e 
1:!~!'a~~e~~i::ti~t r!~~~d·~~~~!edne~!~a~c, .. platform can roperly be 

put to the Go,·ernor u representing the promllet made by the );emoeratic 
party. 
Unl~n the retponslble r,nrty leadcra nt lenst make an effort to carry out 

t11e party flatform, the f atform be<"omct n menningleaa document and might 

t:rc:st;~e l~a':e~s1':r~~t =~:~r~;~·em~~ r:~;~r;.\'~~t~:r: ~~~~~gtn: l~:!t~: 
the \'Otera of the State of New York. 

sl.'~:;:IW!u~nfiS!r~!~~r1h2~i~af::[~.e~~~~~t;t ~ha~h~~~~~~~~~~~h;o::!~t:~ :} 
indh'idual leaden wrote the platform ond had it adopted as ba\'e bee.o 
reaponsible for the doings of the Republican majority in the Legislatu~ 
during the pall three month._ 

Now t11e tDOit Important thing about any J)romiiWl an!JarticuJarly about 

~:!;. ":!~~i~d~f::a~:: i:r ~~f~h!;1~>0;nn~lc~g!' t:11t~~ 1;Jp1e !~~:: b;dt~~ i~ 
publican party in con\·ention assembled, l\'e find th11 paragraph: 

"We eondemn the apirit of waste and extruaganee which permeate. 
the preaent Democratic administration." · 

Then follows tbe fig:urct of the Sbte'a cxp~nditures last year as compared 
'1\'ith 1919, with a closin~t reference to " tl•e paat aix yean of mounting r evenue. 
snd l?rofligale •pending." 

th:';::c~:a::,• t~~~t ~~eat":fa~~~: /:~~~~~io r:::e"'~Jn!;i:h~~~io~~·;n:~ 
that they inUndcd to cut down these ex)K'n&es and eliminate whst they 
vaguely term "extrauganeea." First of alll~tmemakeonepointclear. The 
amount of money spent by tl1e St.-'lte is determined entirely by the Ugislature. 
The action of the ~,::islature deJ)(!nds on the YOtH of the party in the 

:!!~:!J1by -r:h~DlA!~ri:le Ph;!~ 1:rtt;a~w~"e3n!:~ ·~~o!i~::;.ns T~er'::~ 
f:~;Jer~:ily wb:fie!.:t~t.~h~h:as::~e i~~~d•.;:~ ~C:~:c\ ~~n::~:;,m.we:! 
condemning themselves and their own larty. The Go,·ernor has no power to 

~~~~~=t~~~:~:f!~ecedetci~t'eath:C, 8t!:1~l~e mpo:O~·r· !!~an n~d1~h:~o ::ait~~U: 
~~~~Y ":e;~~~~~a~o~h~he bS~at~?en ri~Jr~~:ga ~1!nt~;d f!~d t:r:n~c~0~:uM01lA!!t- · 
along with let& money this year? h this paragraph a t~ort of -public confes. 

:~~kc~!~c::r:!:"~tn:.h~=·~f 0~e~~~::e~· ~r~:' j~~~·~;e :~~ngh~! 
ba~tn~propristion& objMW to u too large in 1928 ~ere in round number. 
$232,000,000. 

This year the aame gentlemen ha,·e returned to the Governor'• desk afUr 
week• of 1tudy of the reque&t.a of the dep&rtment heada at the minimum tum 
required for the next flaea1 year appropriAtion• aggregating more tbaa 
$265,000,000. J~ any betU r proof needed of the intinrerity of at le.ut thl• 
aection in the Republican plaUormt Now let u1 IHi about the rut. 

The Repuhliean party pTOmieed to do BOmethlng to change what they 
called our patch work tax syalem. That promise wu wholly n~lected and aa 
a matUr of faet in the tax changet .. ·hich they ban proposed they have iD· 
crea&ed the unaoundneu of the present system. 

I 

. 
• I 

--~~~-----------------~~-----------------
I' 
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We eome nut to the Republican platrorm promlM, "To contluue tbJ. 
~natructive program to meet all our toc.ial needt • • • to pro'f'ide 
proper ear~ and training fo r our dependent child ren, to de•eloy t.bote 
menta1ly tnd r,hyaically afflicted to make the most of themaelvet, to proted 

~:a':.~• a~t c~~l=n ::a:n:t~!~~t a::.~:~ t!o~ut:fl ~br.n:l:t e~ar::r 0!.'!; 
yean l:fitlation baa been sought to aecure for women and cbil~re.n in indut· 

!;~.: : ;;~f=n w~~=.~~em:~~ ~~n~1,.!::feda~)~l::J~r:~fbot~:r!~~~ ~~ 
had the aupport of dtizena of all polit ical faith1. Again tblt yta.r there 
wa• Introduced a fair was::c bill, but t he Republican majority in the l..egi•-

~~~u~~ e;!~'!1i~t~'!~~~i~: ;~h~~e1::; ~~~u~~''df.::.~~~j~\~ 'i...!eC= 
of the Legislature. ·Several yean ago we placed on t he atatute bookt, after a 

~~u~f;~t~ \:ad~~~:h a t~-c~~l:.'1e;~~;.fE~~t ~e:~rLa'!erf~r80:0~:~ ~!e i~~:S~ 
t r \'. Thill law wu not prOJ»erly nanu~d beeause it waa In efl'eet a forty-nine
uid one half l10ur law. Vuioua a ttempta han been made t o aecure a real 
Forty-eight-Hour Law and th ia year &J:tain a bill for that JlUtflO&e was 
introdu~d. On )la r<'h 22nd when it became appart'nt to me tha t the 
Republican major!ty did not intend to let thia bill or the FAir Wage bill or 
any t~ubatitute for them out of committee, I sent a 1pecial meaaa~ to the 
Legitdature hoping t o spur the majority leaden to fa\·orable act1on along 
thNe line.. In that m~uage I aaid that modern 10eial rondiliona have pro
greased to the point where aucb demand& aa tbete can no longer be r~:arded 
otht'r than aa matter& of an abaolute right. The Rf'publican majonty re· 
fusrd to a llow the bills e\·en to come to a \"O!Ae on the floor of the Legialature. 

Tllia aamc 6tdion of the Republican platform tcd~cs these l('fliala tora who 

:::~~:1~1~e u~7:t;1 a~d ~~~~~~~:?~·~o~;o'-!!~~~~ d~.!~ib~~r!n o~,t~~:;i~~d.e~: .. 
d.inical facilitiea provided by tl1e State. !pointed out to t11e Ltogi81ature that 
it .,-ould be nf'<'essary if we were to e:are for thne dep-endent• properl;r nat 
year either to ill!ue Fifty llillion Dollara in conatru('tion boOOa, or to 1mpo1e 
10me new o r addit:onal tax in the nut yur 'a tHtion of t he Legialature. 

ln pauing Jet m~ correct a misunderst.anding wl1ieh exist• in some quartera. 

~:: "~!:i7~~~rr:t~~~[~~ti=~ at!e!~~:.;~~df.~~-=0!o~~;\~~~re~:: 
_approu l of two Legislatures IK'fure o;uhmiaaion to the voterL " ere thit 
true, ila appronl a t this 6t'S&ion would not Jun-e atlnut"C!d tl)e JlrOI)()UI 
1inct ·we would h:l.\"e to wait until 1931 when t here will be a new State Senate. 

~:~t ;:,~.~· !~i:~ o~:~~:"~f,!!la~~r~~~:::'~~~~.'r~~ia41'r!~~~=l >~:a~~e ~~~!~ 
buainellt policy .,-oultl dictat e a bond ia~ue ra ther than the impolit ion of 
additional taxta. Under our Conatitution, ho"'t\"tr , the re muat. be a referen· 
dum on bond i61uea of tbia aort and 1 requr>ated the Lf-gislature to iaaue aucb 
a referendum at the general elect ion nat fa ll. The · need for additional 
hORpital fac.ilitiea is clur. In 1923 the ,-otert appro\"ed a bond itaue of 
fift~· million dollan for this purpo~. That money l1n1 been &Jlpropria ted 
for the ~nstruction of modern effi('ient inRtitulions. \\-'"e ~r,. now fltc~tng tbe 
need, of atill further expanaions. It i1 an unfo.-tun~te but incontrovertible 
fact that the numbu of deJlendent warda of the Sta te 18 lncreuing in about 
t11e ume r atio u t.he increase in the Sta te'• population. Thie Ia a fact 
which we must face unle1t we are to deny t beae unfortunate pertona tbe 

~~eiAI~:~~ t1haet ~f~~:i&~~ant:~r:f lt:~r:~y~~eff!''ha~h~~:en 1m:O~~~~: 
t ho,_·ing the preAent Slate hotpitalt are onrerowded by ten tbouund 
patient& The commiu ioner estimated that within the nut aenn J'~•r• we 
would hue twenty·Ae\·en thou8And more pertona than our pTe&ent botpltal 
facilitiH can at"COmmodate. We ba,·e now under construction act'Ommodationa 
for about st\·en thousand add.itional patientL This meant tha t by 1936 there 
will be appr01imateh• twenty thouaand pa t ient.a to whom the St&te tao oot 
aive proper tare, unleaa we Dow undertake an additional hoaplta.l building 
procram. 
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I am sure that the people do not.wa.t~t increased taxes and I am sura the 
Republl<!an leaden in the Legislature will be oppoled to an7 such JncruM 

b~fdi:~~~~u::~ ibe n;.~ur:, r:;~e ~!iu~:!1:\!!i.h~:a~h:·~t· :hC: 
di~~~:~~po;e;J~r\i; ~:.!~~ ~~~~e:ili~~h bouaet of the Le stature 
and billa which were introdueed to ro,·er the aubjeet were nferr:r to the 
flnaure committee•. The Republican leaders refused to give e,·~ toerlou. 
C<lnaiderat.ion to thia need now facing ua, and allowed the bill• to ella lA 
committee. 

One of the major problema whit'h ia sti ll confronting the State ia the 

i':;:!o~~~:n~~f i~h~be,.1f~ur~~~:on~U:!e·:~-~!:l S~!:! e~:;:~~=~uTC::;, ~ 
Leen dHTerencu of opinion as to the cour&e which this development t hould 

!~~;rt~~~ ~~ t~:~ ~:t~,n~~-~r e;i~~o:~o~iu ·,;~;, 8r0e'!n:~~·tlni1tbt:•.!eo~~: 
of the l:itate and that the electricity generated at. t.bue 1it.e1 '•hould M 
a\'Ai1ALic for the use of all the people and for the de\'elopment. of our State 
in•lwotl'ie~~o at the lowest fair cost. Tl1e Republican platform declared for 

;:~~~ l~~i~~e:~~~e;~~~ ~~~~l~p:~~\e o~o~::t~~atc:nW..eJe b~l~te w~~~~t!:.~~ali.l~ 
ll!~.~~~~'::te~~ ~~t t~i~"":!:s~~~yorr~:;arc;g~~~~re~r T~:O~~ubfi::~ay::r~; 
cl:c~io~~ ~~~~iis~':,t h!~\~e'~~;~rt'~ul~~~~i~~:; ::~,:\.e;i:la~~r~1~g p~:a:1wll: 
J belien'<l to be a solution of this problem. The Republican leader• ita t ne 
l.o('f.til'l:t lure JIUt tiJrougla a resolution for o.tljournment without e\'en con1ld· 
ering it.. 

I wiah particularl~· to ca ll to the attention of the people of. the State 
the record of the RepublicAn majority in this seuion oi the Lqialature wltb. 
retpect to labor legislation. The Republican platform declare• that ''The 

~~~ull~ll~~nl!!~~j" t~~~~.~:~!:e~~: !':~le::::i::rl!';~;e t:::e:~ 0~~eJaC;tlc; 
be tlae bett in a ll the States • • • The Republican Legislature hu 
eat.abliahed a commission which has considered and Ia now oon•ldering 
uc~~r~· and bt>nt•ficieut impro\'ementa in the W'orkmen'a Compenaatloo 

~!~· :~~~~~~ell r~:n!:!.d~t~:~·: ~r~~b~·: ~~~~~.:;::n. earty to gin full consider•·. 

I will refrain from characterizing this pletlge in the light. of what happened 
at Alban~· thilll winter. I merely gi,·e ~·ou the facta and ask you t.o draw 
your own conclusions. lt is true there baa been a legialath·e coo:uoluioa 
cons idering impro,·emcnt in the \rorkmen's Compensation :r...w. 'Ibat 
rommitslon 11uhmitted it11 rt'port to the Lto:!'il!lla ture and made certain 
recommendatJOnl, moat of which did not go fsr enough but which were at 
len11t a s tef. forward. The Rt>publican leatlera decreed the death of theee 
billa and, t aen going etill further, failed to continue the life of t he eomml• 
s ion of which tlaey were &O proud when they wrote this platform laat faU. 

~~~~ ~~·.~,~~~~i~lo,~~~~;~i~i~i:t tE!;:e v~~~~~d'.~ie~~n!r:~ ~~er~~~~~~~~~e:m~~;":b:! 
the commisaion flhould continue ih in,·estigadona and at the nu:t tteMioa 
auUmit other and perhapa more suitable billa. 

But there were other measures before the Legislature ln . which labor Ja 
vitally intereeted and which r~eh·ed tlae aame t reatment. Moat of theM 
otlu~r measure• were not new, but han~ been ad,·ocated year after )'NZ· 
Neither a re the~· parti~~onn in any sense s nd they should not be treated u 

~;r:~:·~>e::;~~ic' !lno1r~~y,";1~[l~ia:;;r~~Y "~s~1\~!e~e:!b~e!~• p~~fro! 
pledge. Tlae~ meu ures includcd s hill pro,·iding that preliminary injune
t lont In industrial disputes ahall be issued only after a hearing; a bW 

~~~\'lt~:g e~~=~.~:~ l:rul: f \~ohrk'!~:.:e~gm;~~~~i~~ ~~:~ed a~l oc;:o~ 
occupational diseuu . Tbe1e meuurea would ute.nd the neceuary proteo
lion of the Stale to those who labor and are, u I 111.ld, matters or abloluie 
ricbt. 

' I 
·; 

I 

·' 
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You will recall that for aeveral days a.ft.er the election of hut Fall the 

8:~~~0~~ t~~i~t;;~ ~~~ ~:\h~0~rd~0're~~~i:~u:~0re~~~n~; e~~~ 
official• in aome diatriet.a. 1 believe t.hut. a. II:''Bte.m wllich pernut.s auch a 
aituation to exist lca,·ce the way open for coTTUption and fraud. Nothing 
is more \'ita! in our s~·atc.m of go,•e rnment than honest el~tionL IA.at Fall 
when the Republican Jcadtrl wrote this platform they appeared to hue 
agreed with t hiL Tl1ey uid: " Honest elections an fundamental in repre
sentath·e form of gonrnmenL We pledge the Republtean partr to the enfor
ttment of the ui&t ing elt<"tion law1 and to ena ctmen t of anr JegialatioD 
nt.'CI!':WI.TY to ti('('Ure l1one&l f'ltdiona.•· Nearly everyone waa agreed aftft' t he 
Jut elet"tion tlmt one important thing necH&ary to .ecure hone.t el~ 
tione u shown by tl~:at ex1M!rien~ ...,... Ute t"n&ct.ment. o f some sort 

f!.1:f!s~~t~~~~!.;!~ .~.t~~~:~en r~!~~~=8in :.~11i~·:,~~"!:O:~~~e:..-;;i:~ 
State wit11in 12 hours a fl.t'r t1•e polls closed. Tl1i1 bill wu defeated by 
a atrni,.:ht. Jlepublican pwrty ,·ote and t he ma jor ity offered no t uiMtltute. 

Another source of dnnj.(Cr in our ele-ction avRtcm wl1ieh hn11 attracted con
t iderable attention within the past few ycafa is the use of htrge sums of 
muur~· in <'nmpai:,:u~~o llnd tl1e solkitation of rompai;.m fuml11 from sourt'ell 
n1mt. likch• to ,.~,.,..k f :wore nt the hands of fi.U("('H.~ful conte~tnuts for offit'e. 

~~bW:i~,~8~o~"e e~~;~u ~;;:n~!.1:~i~~to:!~esuo:~ j!!,~i!nU•~!.•ni~er t~•~s be s:!:! 
pro\•idu. howcn•r . for the filing of s ta tt"ments of camraign tontribution• and 
f'XJM!nd ituretl a fter the elt't'tion hnlJet:n l•eld, wl•en it is too la te t o be of much 
uee. A bill v.·a1 introdm·c~d at. thi ll H: .. ion to require n ndidatH to file their 
nmF,i,. sta t ernt'nts before el~tion. This bill was defeat~ a iBO by a 
:r:::J'\:~'h~b!!:'forJ~;~y \'Ole in tbe Ugislatun and no substitute wa• 

I would like to talk a little about the Demoaatie prorniset and bow we 
h,•e tried to kf!t'Jl t l1cm. but there will not he time to t'On•ider this t.ooigbt., 
aud 1 must. an,·e it. for t he ne:<t. time that I address the ,·otert of the State, 
beenuse J want to ca ll nttcntion not only to thHe broken promise. but to the 
indefensible wn\' in wl1ich most of tlu•rn l•a,·e bt.oen brokt>n. 1t would have 
been bad enou _t!h, if ha\'inj:: mnde t hese promises and ~JCcur~l the voles of at 

~~~~~ ~:~~ o:!:e l~'~ec.:eor~~~~~~l~~::,:i<~fri~1~en,:,n~11Zl!:~.t~.~!~u~!1: t~t!:~~ 
to co,·er the platform's pledget!, and then ,-oting not to do it.. But this 
IA~;ialature cannot. b~· an~· pou lble twiet of t11e Engliel1 lall)!Uftf;e he dcll('ribed 
u a deliberath·e body. Mcuurel! which would ha,·e ~!QRe f:~r to make their 
own ,..-ord good v.-cre nt'H!r ano .. ·H. to rome out of rommittee for di.acutaion on 
the ftoor. This is partirularly true of most. of the lnbor legislation. Not. 

i:N;,n~·ern.~:~~-~~~;J~ntha~~d ':~~~;u~ e;:: !~:r:S:irrt.e~~b~~era~~,;:. 
ment.. A Legialaturr is supposed to eon&ider all auggt'Btiona of importan~. 
to debate tl1em with an oren mind and to pa.u or rt>jt_~t t bero a~ording to 
the a rguments for and againllt whit'h are presented. Undf'r the dHpot ic rule 
of the cluairman of imJIOrtant committH'II. bill after bill hu betn buried 
in the committce'a tilt', and any attern)Jt to force the rommittee to report it. 
hu been defeAted h~· the lu h of the party ~hip upon the backs of the 
mcmbeta of the majo-ri ty. 

For a ll practirnl puq )()&e8 this year's Legialature consisted of the chair· 
men of a ff:w rommitt(l('a who in molll ~ar.es ha,·e tl•emseh •et been acting 
mt1lrr ordl"r"' from <111lt'rll. o111l tht> majorih• of tl1e memlx>rA of tl1e majoritT 

~~~" t~ea';!o~"inmt~~~St~~~':~iltt::~\1~-e tl~o;t.s,!.~e~!~~~run"d11~bet.ra7ii,~~L u.;! 
Legislature bas bern and t1u1.t. tllcy will insist nt'xt :''ear tl•at their rerr~ 
stntath·ea sent to Albany, "'hcthcr lht'y be DemM.rAls or Republicana, will 
rea lly repr('Sent their districts and ha,·e mind!! of thrir O,..'R, and loalet. on 
fr« dill('uuion of important questions and their r ight to \'Ole ae thei r 
f'Oil&eitnce and their JQ.d~ent. leads them t o believt~ is deeired by t.bo&e 
who ban elected them to the Lrgitlature. I am sure tbat. a. dear ~reaaioo 
on t.he part of the vot.eu that thia i• the aort of legi•lat.o,. the1 really 
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t'te peorle of the State on t' e results of tile :!.ecitlative sestica 

of 19!::9. A::. a state-:rl.'e e::.eoted offici~ l re.:;l ! have n 

uintlnot duty to l'eep the people or the :::tate i~forped c.s f ;..r 

n~ ::~ossible a s to what c;oes on in 'thu state goverment , an-i 

I en very mindful of the fact that I ar the Governor not just 

of Lo,nocro.ts, but of Republioo.no ru1d all otl;er cl tizens of tr.e 

State. T'1at is nhy ~ t~k and the one which ... here to !!'aka 

rext T!.o1. '"111 be just as •moh as I cc.n l'~ko them non-.;>nrt.ioru. 

).n o r .... otcr . I want r:oroly to oto.te facts O.."'d le::.ve the 

\JE!:n"l e tof t':<> ... tate to draw tl:cir o~:n oonolusion.s . 

First of all I r.o.nt to l'>J.\;e' 1 t olear tilc.t our 

s;overnmcnt -;>roperly falls under two heads . 

p•lrely acl.":lin:!.strutive side , -- the runninc of o. vel"J larce 

bus1ne~~ orcru'li:.ation div:ded lnto eiGlltcen clepartwents . 

Pro.ot.lo3.lly all .cf the :;:eorlo; \7!\o arc in tLose de;·urt .. ,ents are 

urtder the Civil Service ancl :;>a rty ;;ol1 tics dooa not enter into 

tho wo~·l-. ~~ ·.c!1 they rerrorn . At the heo.<ls nf these 

de; .... rt:'l.e!lta are co:r:::rmissioners :t1.o in tttrn are rc~"!::;on::;iblc to 

tl1e aovor'lor ror tho rroper c(lnduct : thoJ.r <le:;.artll'entC~. 

~he~e de:-o.rh!lnt hec.~ o.1"o mostly v.•~n c:nc. wo:'ln \!tho 1 uve u~" ~ 

'lo:r.s set-··lce to ~he ::; tate and a:re ex;:>ert s 1n tl·. ' ,. m . ~ 
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The other s ide of the state governmen t is 

necessarily to o. large extent pol i tical beca•!sc of tl•e fact 

that t he publio servru1ts i nvolved are elected by popular vote. 

Four State officials , t he Governor , t ile Lieut enant Governor, 

the Comptroller, and Attorney-General, are so elected ru>d , 

of oourse, t he 201 members of t he Legisla ture o.re als o 

elect ed , This brines in t he fact that politically we have 

two ma jor parties and i n Stat e campaisns each of t hese parties 

set s up o. so-called Platform, giving t o the people of t he 

St a te a definite stat ement of what t he party proposes t o do 

i n t he wo.y of l egislation i f it i s ret urned to power , 

I want t o talk t on icht pr inc i pally about t he 

Party Platforn s; --the promises made by both parties t o 

the peopl e of the stat e as t o what t hey woul d do at Albany 

this wint er . Let us s ee i f t hese promises have been kert 

or broken . 

It i s fair t o ask t he ques tion a t this t ime , -

"Has " the Republican Party which i s i n control of the Legislature 

carried out its promi ses t o t he people made last fall or has 

i t even a t tempted t o do so, and the sane question in regard 

t o t he Democratic Platform oan properly be put t o t he Governor 

a s representing t he promises made by t he Democratic Party, 



the next time that I address the Toters of the state , beoause 

I want to call attention not only to these broken promises 

but to the indefensible .!!.Lin which most of them have been 

broken. It would have been bad enough if having made these 

promiaes and secured the Totes of at least some of tha 

electorate because of them, they had started out to make 

their word good by seriously considering and debating measure~ 
~ ...... ~~l.o ~__, 

in•ended to cover the platform' s pledges~ but this Legislature 

oannot b,r an.r possible twist of the English language be 
II ft 

desa*tbed as a deliberative body, Measures which would have 

gone tar to make their own word good were never allowed to 

come out of committee for discussion on the floor, This is 

particularly true of most of the labor 

were Democratic bills thus buried, but 

legislation, This is un- American and 

l egislation, Not 

eve~can 
against the whole 

only 

spirit of our government. A legislature is supposed to con-

sider all suggestions of importance, to debate them with an 

open mind and to pass or reJect them according to the argument~ 

for and agsinst,whioh are presented, Under the despotio 

rule of the chairmen of important committees, bill after bill 

has been buried in the committee's file, and any attempt to 

force the committee to report it has been defeated by the 

lash of the party whip upon the backs of the membera of 

maJority , 

For all practical purposes this year's 





I 

rlr all praotioal purpoaea thia 7ear•a Legislature oon-

aiated o~ the obairmen o~ a ~ew oomadtteea who 1D moat oaaea ~ 

themaelYea Jlla been aoting under ordera tDom othera, and 

the maJority of the membe~~~;~~l1 rubber stampa 

to register other august willa . I hope the people 1D this 

s tato will realize how completely undeliberetive this Legislature 

has been and that they will insist n~t year that their 

representatiY&a sent to Albany, whether they be Democrats 

or Republicans, wi~ really represan~ their diatriota and haye 

minds of their own, and insist on tree discussion of important 

questiona and their right to vote as their consoienoe and 

their Judgment leads them to believe is desired by those who 

have elected them to r epresent them in the Legislature. I am 

sure that a clear expression on the part of the voters that 

t his ia the sort of legislators they really wish, will bring 

about a complete change in this respeot. It this year's plan 

ot preventing all discussion, of waiting until the last 

minute ~ before evan reporting such measures as the Republican 

leaders conclude to allow to go through, so that they are 

hurried through with hundreds of other billa by a mumbled 

roll eall, without any attempt at honest debate, is to be next 

year's procedure , the fault will lie with the voters of the 

state who 1D selecting their oandidates take no atepa to make 

it plain that they are to be more than dummies YotiDg AYB 

or BO dutifullf when SilK ao told to do. 
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This means that the Republican leaders who drew 

up this plat~orm wanted the people to think that the state 

is spending more money than it should and that they 

intended to out down these expenses and eliminate what they 

vaguely term "extravagances" • l!'irst o~ all let me make 

thisnpoint clear. The amount o~ money spent by the State is 

determined entirely by the legislature . The action o~ the 

Legislature depends on the votes or the party in the majority. 

The majority party last year fixed the appropriationsas 

recommended by those at the heads or the two finance committees . 

These same gentlemen were among t he master minds who dre~ up 

this platform. If they re~ly believed that the State had 

spent t oo much money, they were condemning themselves and their 

own party. The Governor has no power to appropriate a single 

cent or the state ' s money, He can only veto or reduce what 

the Legislature decides to be the proper sum, Did these 

gentlemen really believe that they had been extravagant 

and had spent more money than was needed for the state? Did 

t hey really ~eel that they could get along with less money 

this. year? Is this paragraph a sort or public confession 

or incompetence and waste on their part, a sort or fi~ativs 

sitting in sackcloth amidst the ashes or repentance? Let 

us judge by what has happened. 

The appropriations objected to as too large in 1928 

were in round numbers $232,600 , 000, 

This year the same gentlemen have returned to the 
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Governor's desk atter weeks of study or the requests or the 

department heads as the minimum sum required for the next 

fiscal year appropriations aggregating more than $265 , 000,000. 

I s any better proof needed or the insincerity or at least 

this section in the Republican Platform? 

about the rest, 

Now let us see 

The Republican Party promised to do something, -

change what they called our patch work tax system, That 

promise was wholly neglected and as a matter of fact in the 

tax changes which they have proposed they have increased 

the unsoundness or the present system, 

pledge , 

We come next to the Republican Platform prtmise , -

"To continue this constructive program to 

meet all our social needs ****** to provide 

proper care and training for our dependent 

children, to develpp those mentally and 

physioamly afflicted to make the most or themselves , 

t o protect women and children in industry and to 

care for the dependent wards of the State," 

Let us see what attempt was made to fUlfill. t.l!.!!!, 

For many years l.egislation has been sought to secure 

for wanen and children in 1ndustey a minimum wage or mare 

recently a so- called fair wage , This is in no sense a 

partisan measure and was advocated by leaders or both parties , 

It had the support or citizens or all pol.1t1csl faiths . 
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Again this year there was introduced a fair wage bill but the 

Republican majority in the Legislature entirely forgetting 

this pledge , refused even to allow it t o be rep~ted out of 

committee and to receive fair and open diecussion in the two 

houses of the Legislature. several years a go we placed on 

the statute books, after a long fight, in which the oppooents 

of the measure were same of the same Republican leaders, a 

so-called Forty-Eight Hour Law for women in industry, 

This law was not properly named because it was in effect a 

49 and one half hour law. Various attempts have been made to 

seoure a real 48-hour week law and this year again a bill for 

that purpose was introduced, On March 22nd when it became 

apparent t o me that the Republican majority did not intend 

to let this bill or the Fair Wage bill or any substitute 

for them out of committee, I sent a special message to the 

Legis lature hoping to spur the majority leaders to favorable 

action al. ong these lines , In that message I said that 

mdlern social conditions have progressed to the point where 

suoh demands as t hese oan no longer be regarded other than 

as matters of an absolute right. The Republican Majority 

refUSed to allow the bills even to oome to a vote on the floor 

of the Legislature . 

This same section of the Republican Platform pledges 

these legislators who were elected upon it to make adequate 

provision for the oare of the dependent wards of the State and 

promised a more general distribution of hospital and olinioal 
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facilities provided by the State. I pointed out to the 

Legislature that it would be necessary if we were to care for 

these dependents properly next year 114 either to issue ~ 

Fift.f Milli on Dollars 1n construction bonds, or to impose 

same new or additional tax 1n the next year •s session or the 

Legislature . 

In passing let me oorreot a misunderst anding 

Which exists in some quarters. Some newspapers 

particularly seem to have the impression that this bond issue 

would require a constitutional amendment and hence would 

require the approval or two Legislatures before submission 

to the voters. Were this true its approval at this session 

would not have advanced the proposal since we would have to 

wait until 1931 when there will be a new State Senate . 

As it 1s1 the failure or the Legislature t o submit this 

proposal t o the people at next fall's election delays the 

buildi ng progran a whole year . 

A sound business policy would dictate a bond issue 

rather than the imposition or the additional taxes. Under 

our Constitution, however, there must be a referendum on bond 

~sued or t h is sort and I requested t he Legislature to issue 

such a referendum at the general election next fall. The 

need ror additional hospital raoilities is olear. In 1923, 

the voters approved a bond i s sue or 50 Million Dollars ror this 

purpose . That money has been appropriated ror the 
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oonstr~otion of modern efficient institutions, We are now 

faoing the need of still further e~sions , It is an 

unfortunate but incontrovertible faot that the number of 

dependent wards of the State is increasing in about the same 

ratio as the increase in the State ' s population, This is a 

faot which we must face unless we are to deny these 

unfortunate per sons the care which the Republican Platform 

pro~ed to give them. I told the Legislature that the 

Commissioner of Mental Hygiene had given me figures showing 

that the present state hospitals are over-orowdee by 

10,000 patients , The Commissioner estimated that within 

the next seven years we would have twenty-seven thousand mare 

per sons than our present hospital facilities oan accommodate . 

loe have now under construction accommodations for about seven 

thousand additional patients , This means that by 1936 

there will be approximately 201 000 patients to whom the State 

cannot give proper care unless we now undertake an additional 

hospital buil ding program, 
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I am sure that the people do not want inoreased 

taxes and I am sure the Republioan leaders in the Legislature 

will be opposed to ~y such increase next winter. There is no 

sound reason why hsopitala•of the type we are now building 

should not be paid for the by the issuance bf bonds and the 

cost thus distributed over part or the life of the building. 

What happened? My message was read in both houses 

or the Legislature and bills whioh were introduced to cover 

the subject were referred to the Finance Committees. The 

Republican l eaders refUsed to give even serious consideration 

to this need now facing us, and allowed the bills to die in 

ooiSittee. 

II 

One of the major problems which is still confronting 

the State is the development of the valuable State-owned water 

power r esources. This issue has been in the fore-front in 

several State campaigns. There have been differences or opini on 

as to the course which this development should take, but on 

one point nearly everyone is agreed that is that the ownership 

of these water power sites should forever remain in the people 

of the State and that the electricity generated at these sites 

should be available for the use of all the people and for the 

development of our state industries at the lowest fair cost . 

The Republican Platform declared for "sound poli cies in the 

development of water power which will adequatel y protect the 

consumer. " Not a sinale move was made by the writers of this 

platform to put forward any program, sound or unsound of water 

power deval.opment , in this session or the legislatvra. 
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The Republican ma jority seem to have loat all interest in 

this subject . In keeping with my pre- election promises, 

however, I submitted to the Legislature a progr am which 

I believed to be a solut ion ot this problem. The Republican 

leaders in the legislature put through a resolution tor 

adj?urnment without even considering it , 



wish particularly t o call t o the attention of the people 

of the State the record of the Republican major ity in this sess i on 

of the Legislature with respect t o labor legislat ion. The 

Republican Platform d Aclaree,- "The Republican Pa~ty in this 

State has done more for Labor than any other party . The labor 

law and the Workmen's Compensation law are conceded by labor to 

be the best in all t he States. • ••• • ••• The Republican legis-

lature has establi shed a commi s sion which has c onsidered and is 

now c onsidering necessary and benficient improvements in the 

workmen's compensation law and all o ther labor laws and we pledge 

our party t o give full consideration to the r ecommendat i ons of 

this commission.• 

I will refrain from characterizing t hi s p ledge in the 

light of what happenod at Albany t hi s winter. I merely g ive you 

the fact s and ask you t o draw your own conclus i ons. It is 

true t here has been a legisla ~ ive commi ssi on cons idering i mprove-

!3 

mente in the workmen 's compensation law . Tha t comm i ss ion submitted 

its report t o t he legi s l >ture and made cer t a i n recommendations , 

mos t of whi ch d i d not go far enough but wh i ch we re a t l ea s t a 

step f or ward. The Republican leaders decreed t he death of 

these bills and then go ing st ill f urther fa iled to continue the 

life of t he commtssion of which they were so proud when t hey wr ote 
~ 

this p l atform l ast ! a l l . Not only d id t hey not give~full 

cons iderat ion t o t he r ecommendations of this commi ssi on which they 

pr omised but t hey were not even willing t hat the commission should 

continue ita investigat i ons and at the next ses sion submit other 
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and perhaps more suitable bills. 

But there were other measures before the Legislature in 

whioh labor is vitally interested and wh i ch received the same 

treatment . Most of these other measures were not new but have 

been advocated year after year. Ne ither are they partisan in 

any sense and they should not be treated as parti san measures 

by the majority just because they have the support of the Democrat ic 

minority particularly in view of the Republican Platform pledge. 

These measur es included a bill providing that preliminary 

in junctions in industrial disputes shall be issued only aft er a 

hearing; a bill providing that the labor of a human being shall 

not be deemed a commodity, and ax~%llXJiax~41agxl•as the extension 

of t he workmen's compensation law to all recognized ~coupational 

diseases. These measures would extend the necessary protection 

of the State t o those who labor and are, as I said, aatters of 

absolute right. 

You will recall that for several days after the election 

of l ast fall the people of the State did not know for a certainty 

who had been elected Governor. This was due to the tardy report 

of election returns by election officials in some districts . 

I believe that a system which permits such a situation to exist 

leaves the way open for corruption and fraud. Nothing is more 

vital in our system of government than honest el ections. Last 

f all when t he Republican leaders wrote this platform they 

appeared to have agreed with this. They said : "Honest elections 



are fundamental in representative form of government. We 

pledge the Republican party to the enforcement of the 

existing election la\vS and to enactmeutof any legislation 

necessary to secure honest elections.• Nearly everyone 

was agreed after the last election that one important thing 

necessary to secure honest elections as shown by that 

experience was ~he enac~men~ oi some sort of legislation to 

speed up election returns. A bill was introduced to 

r t quire boards of elections to submit the result s in eaoh 

district to the Seore~ary of State within twelve hours after 

the polls c losed · This b ill was defeated by a straight 

Republican Party vote and the majority offered no substitute. 

Another source of danger in our election sys~em 

whioh has attracted considerable attention within ~he past 

few years . ia the use of large sums of money in campaigns and 

the solicitation of campaign funds from sources most likely to 

seek favors at the hands of successful contestants fo r 

oft ice. We have found in ~he past the best safeguard a gainst 

the danger, to be full publicity for campaign contributions. 

Our election law in this state provides , however, for the 

filing of stat ements of campa ign contributions and expendi~ures 

after the election has been held, when i t is too late to be 

of much use. A bill was introduced at this session to 

r equire candidates t o file their campaign statements before 

election . This bill was defea~ed also by a straight 

Republican part y vote in the Legislature and no substitute 

~as offered by ~he majority. 



I ~ 
This is not by any means a complet e list of unfulfilled 

promises .~~e the matter of grade crossings for insta~ce. 

From the Rep:b\ican platform the voter might well have gathered 

the idea that he could drive his automobile abo/~or under 

any railroad tra k within a year or two if th/ Republican 

party was only re urned to power . Grade crossing elimina-

tion was to be expe~ted with "expedition, care, honesty 

and economy" and t his par t of their declaration of what they 

were go i ng to do in th\ elimination of g1•ade crossings is 

described in the platform as "one of the greatest activities 

on which the state has ever entered. " 

I find before me twelve bills mentionine grade crossings . 

They may possibly come under the hea d of "CARE" as promiseo. 

in the Republica n platform , as they relate to details of the 

process of acquiring lands and modifying certain methods of 

procedure in~ities . They certainly cannot carne under 

t h e head. of "~CbliOl!Y" so far as the state is concerned, as 

some of them pl~ce upon the state a larger por tion of the 

cost than it now bears in one or two individ.ual cases . And 

as for "EXPEDITIO!l" I defy them to point out how any of the 

measlires passed will expedite this work which has been going 

~vard all too slowly as it is . 

I would. like to talk a 11 ttle about the Democratic 

promises and how we have tried to keep them , but t here will 

not be time to consider this tonight , and I must save it for 

;C. 

J 
I 

/ 
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