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DELIVERED 

The State of Georgia, like the State of !lew York and prac­

tically every~ one of the other 46 atatea, has a defiaite 

problea ia iaproving the conditions surrounding rural life. 

I•provement 11ea along three line~ [ n order that the 

agricultural population -.y keep pace with the tremendoua atridea of 
~im,rlt",_., .... ~t-~ J'tJ->o.t. • 

present day c1z111zatioa~ ·The f irst ia the problea of bettering ko .. 

living conditioaa and t his 1a being met on ita educational aide by 

the splendid growth of the atu~· of horoe acono.tca. Georgia -y 

well be .Pr~'!-~f her work along t hese lines; butthia work needa ex.­

pansiea) ~ merely thru agricultural colleges , but l?hru the high 

school• and grade schoola i n every .. otita of the atate. 

The second problea ia that of improving the methods of 

agr icultur e itself. Here in rur al Georgia, as in rural Kew Y~rk, 

it is safe to say that at least 75% of farming is uxscientific. 

If the same conditions of lack of modern business aethode were ap. 

plied to Ame~ican industries and manufacturqfa, we would be a bankrupt 

nation today . It is a s taple fact t hat three fami lies out of four 

engaged ia agriculture have failed to keep l evel with t he times~ I 

recognize, and t hey recognize, that thia ia in large part due to the 

lack of capital available for ac1entific farming. 

Thia condition will not be corrected by Federal Farm Re­

lief Lewa or by any one panacea. Relief 1111at co-1/f,li. thrU educa­

t1oa along the right linea, and~J'~ thru co-operat1ea betweea 



individuals and co..unitiaa. 

The third !l'Bat problea 1s that at local f>vern:llll!mt i,... 

efficiency. Local taxes are unneoeaaar1ly h1S)l and are wastefully 

used ill al.aoat every rural county in America. We talk about tJ;;.-;.,.._{­

extravagano/e• of Federal and State Governments, but we overloo~ihat 

by far the great~r part of the taxes we pay are local taxes, and are 

locally expended. 

The business 

bus1neas linea, not as 

m. AM- .. ~1 -w,, "v<, r 
I 1; 'bo'!t,_ of a county ought to be aloll,l! 

·The 
it is today, along political ~nea. Hi&Rway 

aap of Georgia is the best exaaple of this atatement~ 

In this same connection, we need in our agricultural co..u­

nitiea, first, a !l'eater interest on the part of the_average lll&ll,aDd 

womaa oitisea in the conduct of our local !OTernment~ Secondly, 

we need a atate-wide point of view. In other worde, co-operatiea 

with all other counties of the State , in the place of local selfiah­

neasJ~d in the _long run this will bel~ our local needs to a great 

extent; _Third, we need to study what other atatea have done and 

are doing; This is just as true in Bew York as iJl Georgia~· 

we are to atop the ~resent anamericaJl tendenoy to concentrate all 

power in washington, if we are to remaia a Democracy instead of b~ 

coming an ol1garfhy,we aust start at the bottoa and not at the top~ . Hi1 . 
That bottoa is first the township, the amall city, or,. county. 

The ne~ race of young men and young womeJl begins to take hold of the 

This yo~er gener ation has e~ucational advantages ua-

dreamed of by their fath~rs and mothers. The responsibility will 

aoon rest in their handa . There is a wider point of view than the 

older generation posseased. They underatand the te~atate-a1Dded 

and nation-minded. and in that lies the lo.ope of the tuture~l 
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