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l h t MOIU.U, TAIII,r.f~ IS T HV. I>A~U:L P AKIU8 11 \\' ITTtiK AGKICtii.TlJH,U. MC~t:UW 

DEDICATION EXERCISES 

AND 

UNVEILING OF MEMORIAL TABL~"TS 

AT TliE 

WITTER AGRICULTURAL MUSEU~I 

llonorablc Berne A. Pyrkc. C'ommiij,.'lionl'r of Agt·iculture uud 
i\lnrk('ts, prt•!oiid inJ(. 

C'O)IMISI'IOSt;u P YHKt:: Lad if's nml G('nflrmc n : 'l'hl' int r restinK 
ceremonie~< in connect ion wi1h the um·t'iling or the IH blets upon 
tl tt• wn lls of th is roon1 of mC'IttOt'i('s tll'e nhout 10 hl'),d n . Due tu 
eir cnmstnnces, t he cc1·emonies will be dh·idecl iu to t wo sect ions. 
'l'ltt' fi•·s t s('Ct ion will con~iioit of fi ll flddrts..; nud or 11 d('dicutor~· 

l«'r\· ice. by Jlis J.::'l:ct•llr>n c:-·, th<' Oon' t'U<H". 'l' ht• scc<mcl sect ion will 
consi~t of nddres.o;cs b~· other "penkt'l'l'i. 

T he Gtw('ruor would like to rr mHiu hr rc t hi'OuJriiOut t he 
C<' l'emonit-x. hut owin1r to t he jrreltl <lenumds upon his time, it is 
uc<:cs.~ •·y that at the close of his uddre.;s liP l c11\'C for ot lwr JlRrts 
and dcpar iiiH'II Is; so, lll t he conclu~ion or Oo\'('tl\Or llOOSC\'elt's 
ndclrcit-:, ll1ere will be H bri<' f int<'tllliAAion whi l<' the Oo"ernor ami 
hi.-. J)H I't~· withdrttw. I will su~~<'st thHt ull rrmain in thri r 1'ettts 
for the bHht iiCC o( t he pro,:ram. 

II i;; my Jllea. ... urr now to J1r~nt to ~·ou llis 1-~:tcellcncy, 
GO\'t'tnor n ooscn•ll. 

liON. FRA~1\.LIN D. ROOSEVELT 

Go,·ernor of Ne"'· York S to le 

Connni·~•~ioncr J>yrke. ) Jr. Witter. and my frit• nds: I Hill wry 
lutp)l,'' And proud to be aiJic to take pa rt in this littlt• eerrmony 
toda~·. I ha,·e known for many ~·eHrs of the history which lutt~ led 
to the IJuildin![ unci Ct{'ation. JK'rttUIIl{'lll creation. of thil'l mn:o.eum. 
We do not II('Cd t o dedicate a htbiN to th(• On{' ulfln who. morr thau 
Hny other. is tCSJlOit.'iiblr for thi.-. huihlinJr. I re ft•r to my o ld 
f ricud, ~ l r. Witte•·, the P re,.id{'ut of the Xrw York Sial{' A.:ricul­
t m·ul Society, who I am happy to Sit~· i-.: wi th us t ()(ht~· to takr 
Jlllrt in the chr i:;)teniug of hi::. chi ld . .\ pltrt or the child htt11 been 
christened brf01·e. Hnd now we n•·e ):Oiug ou iu completing the 
ceremony . 

T here nre two t nble l io which we 11rc pa•·ticuln rl,v to nn\·cil, but 
befo re we come to that pa rt , mny I !\ill,,. H brid word iu reg1trd to 
the St ate Fair i tsel f. 
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lh:).IOitf.\1, ' I'AIIU :TII I X TIU: 1),\X It:L J'.\IUU!III \\'rrn:K :\GRICt'I.TI'It .\1. ll! 'l'l.: t l~l 

DEDICATION EXEIICISES 

AND 

UNVEILING OF i\IEMOIUAL TABLETS 

AT T HE 

WITTEit AGIUCUtTUitAL M USEUM 

lloniWIIhlt• Bt•nlt' .\. l'yrk<'. ('ommis...,imwr uf .\~ril'ultun• nml 
;\hll'kt•h<, p!>t>sitliujt. 

( 'U,\ I)tl:-:,.;mxEn l 'nn.a: : J.ndit•s n111l Gt•ut ll'llh'll: 'l'lw iuti'ri'"lin~t 
l'l'l't'Hlfllli,•s iu l'flttiU'(' tiou with lht> 1111\'l'i lin!! oJ' tht• tnhli'ts 11]1011 

t iH• Wltlls uf t llis room uf Hlt'IIIUI'it•s nt't' 1llmut to ht•jtiu, Dut• to 
l'i l'l'\llllSf !llll'I'S, tfu• Ct' l'l' lll{lll i l '!! \\' j ] J ]J(' tli\'it\i•d i111 0 f\\'4) S('('f i !)IJ..;, 

T ilt' fi1·st ~wcliou will t·tmsi,.;t of 1111 IHidn•ss untl or n dt·dit'ulfll'.' ' 
Jool'n·h·l•, 1!,· II is Exe(' lit'IH'\', t ill' (:on·nuw, 'l'lw "t•cnud si'etilm will 
t'Ullsi...;t or' uddn• ......... ,. hy nr'hi'r ~pC'nkt' l1'i. 

T h(' 00\'t'I"IIOt' wou ld lik f' HI l'l'!llltin l u•r(' tht'OII).!hout tlw 
<'i'l't'lllflllit•s. lmt mriu:,! to tluo g-t•t•llf dt•uwntls upuu his Ti m<·. it i:o. 
u<•ct•:o. .,,n·~· that 111 t h<• ciO!'>l' n f his :ullil't':-:o. Itt• 1t•1t\'i' fnr ot lwr Jllll'ls 
/llld tl{•plll'lllll'II IS; S4), nt tht' CIHH.' i ll.~itm of n u\"t't'IIUI' H o()S4'\"('\! 's 

luldrt· .... ~. tht•rt• will h<• 11 hl'it·f inll•rmi ... siou whil(' tht• ( lm't' I'IWr nnd 
hi ... purty withflt'/t\\'. I will sllg-J.!t'"' thnt ull l't'IIIHiu iu thl'-ir ~·ut ... 
for tht• lmlnw:(' of tlu• proj!"ram. 

It j., my p)('u:-ur~· nnw In prl'~t'lll to you IIi"' Ex(•t•ll<'tw~·. 
Unwrnnr Hon"('w\t. 

liON. FH.ANKLIN 0 . ROOSEVELT 

Go,·e rnor of New York Stult! 

t 'ummi.... ... imwr l'~·rkt•. 0\lr. Wifl('t', nnd Ill,\' frit•utl ... : I 11111 \'('r~· 
lutppy :mel pt'Qutl 10 lw llhlt· tn tnkt• pnrt iu thi~ littlt· l•t•n•mmt~· 
tO(In~·. I Jww kunwn fnr nwn~· yt'/11')0 of th(' hi ... tnrr whil'l1 hn~ )('(\ 
In tht• hmldin~t 11ntl cn.•ntiou, )K't'lllllllt'lll t•rt•;ttion, of tJLi., mlbt'UIIL 
"'I' do not m•e<lto d('tli~;lll' a llthlt>t tn tlw out• 1111111 wlw. uwn· 1111111 
11 11,\' utht•r. is rt'~Jiflllsiblt• for t hi~ lmildhl!!". I l't•f•·r 111 ~~~~· old 
rrit•nd, ;\h·. Wittt•r. the Prt•~idt·ut nf tlu• Xrw York Sllttt· .\cricnl· 
1111'111 ~o~il'ly. who I am h;tpp~· 10 ... u.'· i-. with u .... totl u~· to lltkl' 
purt in tht· c:hl'istl'u ing- of lti" cltild, .\ Jlat·t uf tlw child hu:o. llt'\'11 
christellt'd ht'fOt'l'. nnd now WI' nn• ~oilt~t on itl <·nutplt·t iu!!" ! Itt' 
C\'1'1'111011,\'. 

Th('I'C lll'l' two t ahlt•ls which Wt' urt• pnrticularly In un\'t•il. but 
bcl'orc we come to thnt purl , uw~· I sn,\· 11 hl'i1•f wol'd in t't'~Hrd to 
rhe Stu!(• l•'uil· irsclf. ,,, 



This morning I httd to tttlk 11 long 1~10re or le~ set lines in regard 
to a hi~I State-wide <1uestion tlmt affects the li\'f'il of all of Ill!. 

This aflernoon I want to hu\'e nn O)I)JOrtnnity to sa.:: n few words 
ubout the fnir itsdf. 

All o[ us who l•a,·e ~reen the fui1·, who haYC ht.oeu iu touch with 
its progrcs.s and its ~rowth durin!{ the ycur~ hn\"e been imprct\S\.'d 
with the splendid neeomJ)Iishments. nnd I think that this ~-cu r, 
not, only from personnl o!R;en ·ation, but from talking with 11 greut 
Ill/Ill)" people. we are \'cry eertHiH t hat this year's fair is litr rully 
bigger and better, more importnnt, more useful to the Jl<'Ople o[ the 
Stnte than any previous fllir. 

That brings UJl a qne~>tion that is of interest to the J>eopl<' of the 
Stnte. As you know, A large pat!. of this fair is COlllJ)OSCd or old 
bui ldings. with antiqtmted faeil itie~J; buildings and structures that 
were put up a ~eneration or more np:o. and tlutt ha\'e deer eaM'<I in 
their usefulnes;;. Those buildings OUJZh t to be replncNI with m()()f'rn 
s tnwtures. mot·e IIJ>·to-dnte, in which to exhibit the prod ucts t•[ 

the S tnte, both agriculturHI 1111<1, l think, industrinl. 
'J'hn t brings up the e<:onomic (juestiou as to whether or not thr 

J)CQp](• of the Stllte hnve un~· r iJ{ht to go on putt ing n g t·ent lien! 
more money into the phr;;icul end o[ the fnir grounds which, nfter 
nil, nt·c used onlr nhout six dn~'!l out or the ent ire r Nu·--ouc W('ek 
out of fi[ty-tw()-nnd r emnin eiOlK"(l. l~· ing idle duri ng th(• olhr t· 
firt~·-one wetks of !he yrnr . 

\\"e a re drawin~ 1ownrd the e)Or;e of finishi ng a splendid plnnt 
fo r lhc fair. whieh WM worked out under the administration or 
m~· pre<lcees.~r. Charlc>s K Hugh~. in 1910. 1t w11;; eom·edNI HI 
!hat time that it wus an ideal prO~Jrnm. and we ha,·e followt'd 
prett~· well along the liueA or that pf'OJ,!'ram for ninet('('u ~-cHr"'. 

which i.s H tribute to the sound n~ o[ the llughe.' program for 
t lw fair. J think, however, that the ehanj:ing condit ions now mnke 
it imJ>Orllmt t lult we fle\•ii;e some ki nd o[ a new progrnm. nnd one 
importnnt quest iou for nil who nrc inleret~ted in the Still(' !•'nil·. is 
t he problem of t1·~· in~ to de,·isc i«JillC mc1ms by which thi~ ~rent 
nc•·r nJ,tc, the~ fi ue build i n,r~. this J,:'I"Cnt plnnt. nlll,\' bt' of more 11Se 
to the pCQple o[ !he ~tnt<'. <'spc>c iull~· dur ing the othCI· fiftr-onc 
\\"C't'k~ Of the \"CHI". 

'l'here hnvC Jx>en a j:l"f'at num~· plnnfi suggrsted, some of tht'm of 
ftrcnt merit. IJut wP WHut sl i\1 fu rther 1mggestions. \\'e OUJ:tht to 
het~r from e,·er~· !'o('Ctiou. We ou~ht to hear from e\·ery mau nnd 
womnn. ~·es.. every ))()~· and virl. who is interested in the future 
or this J!r"tHt exr.osit iou. And ~ I Am J!'Oin~ to announce today. 
not for the YHlue or the pri1:e. but in order to foeus public 11ttention 
on !he n(.'('(l or 11 plun- 1 11111 goin~ to otTer a pri?.e. the elu'lractcr 
ot the prize to be detl'rmint'<l by the j udges ( I think tltnt is the 
rnirest w~t~· )-a JlrizP to the 1111111 or wom1m. boy or ~irl. who will 
send i~ the best pract icnl p lnn for the future development or the 
State F'air. the J!rounds 11nd the buildings. with the idea in mind 
!hn t tl1ey ~hall be used duril1g the fifty-two weeks of the yenr, 
msl cnd of our week. 

no~. F•.\XKJ.rx n. noot~~t:nu.T 
Go,·ernor of NI'W Y.:ork StRII' 



'rid~:~ moruing I lllltl to t11lk 1llon~ J;lore or less set liues in rejlnrd 
to a biq State·wide (pu•stiuu 111111 nfTI'Cts the li\'~ of nil or w1. 
'l'hi.'l aften10011 I w1mt t o Jwn• 1111 opportunity to sa~· ll ff'w w•ll'ds 
about thl' fni r itS<'lf. 

J\JI Of lhi WhO )Ill\'(' !it'l'll tht• fltit•, who JUI\'(' been in !OUCh with 
its JWO!!T<'!$-i null its Jrrowth durin~ tht> ycurs, ha\'C bccu imlll'es. ... etl 
with the splendid ncc:ompliRlnnC'nts. nnd l think thilt thif.C yC'ur. 
not on I~· from Jl(•rsc>nlli (lh."C'n'lltion. l.mt from tn lkin~; with n ~:tn•nt 
num.'' peoph•. we are \'('!'." ('('t'lllin thnt this year's foir i~ lih•t·ull~· 
bi~l;!'er nnd betler. more impor111111. more useful to the JK'Oph· of the 
Stnte than any pr<'\'iou:. f1tir. 

'l'hat brinFs up n fjll{'~<>tion thnt j,. of interf'SI to thf' (l('()J}If' of tlw 
tute. As you know. 11 lnrg£' pnrt of thiil f11ir is eOIIIJlOSO'<I of o ld 

lmihlin~s. with anti<pulll'<l ftH:il iti i!S; buildinj!'s and l'it ruc:ture" thnt 
wer1• put up a ;tenerntion or more HI!'O. nnd that lut\'f' decren~t'41 in 
tht•i r u,.,efulnf'S..;;. Tho~e hniltlin!--~ ou;tht to be repln<:<'d with utodrru 
s t nll'tllres. more up·to·dllt£'. in which to exhibit the prutlnets t•[ 
the S tute, both u~,:ricultuntl uud. 1_ think, industrilll. 

'l'hnt briug~ up thC' ('{'nunmic que!ition ns to whetltC'r or not thl' 
pi.•()ph• (If the :::itlllf' lul\'1' uuy r i~ht to go ou pnttin~t n ~rent dt•nl 
more moue.'· into the p/J,n.i<:nl e nd or the fnir g1·ouud;; wltich. nl't e•· 
ull, Ill'<' nst.><l on I~· uhout r>ix dHys out •Jf t hC' entire y('Hl'---.m(' W('Ck 
0111 of fift,\'· two- und l'f•mnin elt)>it'fl. lyiugo idle dm·iu~ !Itt• utltf'l' 
firty·One w{'('kS or the Y{'llr. 

We nrC' drnwiu~ tow11rcl tiH· eiOM' of fini,.hingo n Rplentlid plnnt 
fo r the fair. which Wll"' wnrkC'cl out nndC'r thf' ttdmini ... trntion of 
m~· prede<.'\',.,.-.;ol', VltttriC'" E. llu~h~. in 1910. II wn" eonf·Nif'•l "' 
tltlll time that it w""' 1111 ideHI pro~trnm. and we hnw fotlowt•tl 
lll'l'tl." well along" tht• liue;; Of thnt pro~rlllll for ninl'tf'('ll ,\'('liN. 
which i-. n tribute tO the ...onntlnt-....... of the ll ug-hes ' pr~t·nm for 
thr> fnir. I think. hO\H'\'t'r. thnt the chnnl!'i ll~ condition;;; now nwke 
it impot·tnnt that w1• de"i"'e "'ome kind of a new pr~t·nm, nnd one 
imporllllll que,.tiou for 111! who 111'1' iuterestC'fl iu tht> :->tah· Fnit·. ; ... 
the p1·oble m of tt·~·iu::r ht df',·isf' sc>me meunl" by whit·h thi!o> J!rt•nt 
1\l'l'('ll~l'. the~e filw bu iJtl ill![S. this ![l'l'lll plant. muy ))(' Of lllOI'(' 1\81' 
to the people of tht• Stnte, <'SJWCinlly durin!! the otht>t· fiftr.ont· 
Wf'l'ks of the vc11 r . 

The re h1n·~ ])f'(•n 11 ).:'rf'nt 1111111~· ph111s ~UJ.rjte~t ed . .... ouw of them C\f 
!fi'CHI tuerit. b ut \l'f' w~tut ~till fnrthf•r ~u~t::re:;:;tiou .... \\\· oul!'hl to 
hf'11r from t•,·er~· ;o..('ctiou. \\'(' ou~ht to he11r from ewry 1111111 und 
1\'0lllllll . yt•s. en!r~· hoy a nd ~tirl. who i ... inten.'="tC'd in the- future 
of this Jrrt'HI ext~itiou. .\nd !>0 I 11111 ~oinJ.!' to 1111\lOIIIl('<' tocln~·. 

u ot for the ntlne of the priz(', hm in order to focus publi c: nttention 
0 11 the U{'('d of H plun- 1 IIIII ~:_rOilljt to olfe r l\ prize. the tiiiii'IICtt.'r 
of lite Jlrize tO be df•tf•rmilwd h~· the jud;tes ( I think thllt is tiH• 
fni rest wHy)-n priz(· 10 tilt' 1111111 vr wonmn. bo~· or l!'irl. who w ill 
;.end in thl' best prnct icnl plnu for the futurr de\'elopment o[ the 
!o)tllte Fnit·. thf' g"rounds und thC' buil din~ts. with the ideo in mind 
thnl lht ,\' shl'l ll be u;;cd dtn·in~ the fifly·two weeks of the ,ycnr. 
ius teaul ot' onf' W('f'k. 

no~. Fu""'rx n. noo .. v.n.J.T 
Go1eruor uf ~"" Ynrk Shill' 



Ami 1;0 from now on, the JlCople or this ::;wte ~·nn u~ tltt>ir 
brains, HSC their imt~ginntion. Hnd I hope thlll they \\'lll.nJI COI.np('le 
for tili11 prizl'. It is my su~w·stiou that letlcr:o~ whu:h w ill lX" 
writtc u find 6Ug'f!<"!tions which will IX' m~tde. s hould all. be ~nl to 
the CommiJ'Sio nt'r of .Agricu ltuN', Ht'rne A. Pyrkt', Ill A~1>8n.~·. 
If he is willing to act "·"a cleHrin~ house. I 11111 sure tlmt tins Will 
be a \'Cry Jlraetienl method. . . 

T would further NtlflJ!'t"St thnt the JUry to dt>e1de who hMt ofT~red 
the best plnn should be COlllp()S('() o( th~ lllllllll~('rs 0~ tht' S,t'lte 
l<,air its('lf 1llld the members of the Agneultural Ach·tsot·~· 50111· 
mis:o;ion. 'l'hnt combinatiou would be n \'Cry l~IIJlJl." ou~. I he re 
ure mt•u nnd women on these bonrd,.. nnd wt· \nil j.r£'1 n fmc cr0;~s 
section of the J>Cople who Hre intCI't'sted in Hg' l'iculture nml m 
indu~try r('pl·esentative of the who)(• Stnte. 

So now we ct~n go to it. and mny the best man or woman. boy 

or ,{!;';,;~~~~~ome to the dfilication of these tHblets. I am told t_hat. 
one of tht•m is to eommemorHte the people who were responSible 
for most of us bci nf! here tocht~·; in otla•r words, the llncestors, 
the peoph• who settled ami dr\'e loped the l ~tHI known. t odn~· n.'l t he 
S tate of New Y01-k. the people who cmne mto the '''ildt>l'llCss 1md 
turned the foN"st~ into farms. 

The other tnblct will be in commemorntion of thr work or o ne 
of the oldt>Ht. socie tiefol.. one of the o ldrst organil'.ed !;!TOnp!! ~f J)(>Ople 
in the 11iNtOI'\' of our State-t he Xew York ::;tate AJmcnltural 
SoeiCiy. 1 arlt \'Cry proud of t l~t> fHc t t!JHI persona!ly I luwe .un 
inherited ~~~ wt>ll H'i H J)('t"SOnal mterest m your SOC: Il'ty. I tlunk 
fhHt my j:!'l'lllldfnther WHS 011(' Of the Orij:!'i nnJ Ot"gHJliZt'I'N. J~c \~'liS 

a membc1· nil his life Hnd my fallter was a member nll_lus li fe. 
1111d I i)('(:nme u member !lbont twt•ntv ~·em~ llf!O Hml 1 st1ll mn. 

] n nil ih(• JliiS:o;in,r ~·l'ar.~ of chuuj.ri;,~ c'?lllliti?ns ot: lir1• tlu·~ugh 
the Hj:!'ricultul'ul pnrt of thl" S tn tf'. the ~l'w \ ork S tnte A~.rlcul.­
tural $:iociet 1' lut~ Clll'l'ied on. it hus hut! 1ts ups nnd clown!'i, tt hHs 
hHd its periods of ~reHt .nSl'fulnrss tllld o_f lcs.o;('r u8{'f1~1 ul's-c. _but 
tO<IHy it is not only 11 J!OIIlJt concern. but 1.: _worth keepm~ ~"'lllf!. 
not for hi.,torict~l N"IISOII~. but lxoeHuS(> of 1ts rrul uSt>fulne~-..; to 
the Statt' A~ 11 whole. 

l"ucler the Jlr('ljidt'nC,I' o r 11 1111111 who.hntl 11 1·i..:i~1.' und _11 ~tick to­

ith·cnes...: in nwki n~ thi.~ lmilclin~t pOSsible. ) Jr. \\ 1t1er. 11 1..: \'CI·~· 
tittin"' tlmt this tnbl('t shonld lw dl•cli eJJt('(l. nml I understnud thnt 
thci'C .. III'I' twin bo1·s who HI'{' J.(Oinjlto unve il th(' twiu tahl('t ..:. So. I 
think now wt' luin•--eonw to th(' point wla•rc tlw twins l'IIIJ .-.turt 
the ir work. 

( .\t this point. th(' tnblf't~ W('r<' nnwiled) 

)fr. Y nn \\'nf!Nil'n. will rou r<'lld rhe inscriptions on the:sc 
tablet.;;; f 

TJ\Bf.J I~'l' I\0. 1 

'l'JIIS llUII.JDI~G. r-_;nE("J'I<;D BY Till'; STJ\'l'E 
OF' ~~~\\' YOHK 1~ Till-; YEAH. OXE THOUSAND. 
NI~Jo: llt ' XDHED AXD TWEXTY-I'.;JGJI'r, CO:\l­
:\lf:liOH.\TES THOSJo; B HA VJ<: :\lE~ :\ ~0 WOMEK 
\VIIO IN BYOO~E DAYS LAID I~ TilE \VILDER­
:-<ESS Tilt; f'Ol'~DATIO:-<S OP A WOHTIIY A~D 
Jo:XOIIHTXG Cl\' IJ.J IZATIO~. 

IIF.RE WILTJ BJ<; OA'l'IIEin;o AXD PHES EH\'EO 
'!' li E BIPI~ I~i\IE:-i'l'S AND lJAN DI CHAI'"I'S OF' •n n; 
PIONEI~H AGJ<; SO 'I' ll A'!' POS'I'EHI'I'Y S IIAfji.J NOT 
HE lGNOHAXT OJ" Till-~ lU:A~S BY WIII CII OUR 
ANC ESTORS :\f ADE BOTII A f_,~ lVJXG AXD ,\ JJIFE 
PPOX Til lo; lu \XD. 

TABIJET r\0. 2 

TilE ~EW YORK STAT E AGHICL'I~Tl'HJ\f.J SOCI­
ETY. '1'11 18 TL\BI~ ET )fE~IOHIAI ... JZE::; '!'lifo: CON­
·rnJBU'L' l ONS 'l'O AGIHCULTilHE OJo, TilE KF;W 
YOHK S'I'A'l'E AOHICU!.J'l'UHAlJ SOCIJ':TY. OHOAN­
IZED IN 1832, IT liA S BEE:-< TIIHOUO IIOU'r ITS 
1-II STOUY. A 'fBAIIJ-BHEAKEB ll\" AGHICUI~TUHAL 
PHOOilf;SS. \VlJILE IT f'UHXIS IIED EDUCA­
TIO~AI.; LEADEHSJIIP I~ :\lAX\' AGHICUIJTtTRAf_,~ 
ACTIVI TIES, TilE ~EW YORK STA'rt-; )<,AIR. 
WIIICII JT ESTAJJLitillf;J) IN l <l-1 1 AXI) COX­
IlUC'rEili'NT IL JDOO. STIJ,I, llE~[AJXS TilE ~ lOST 
1\JONUl\IEKTAL OP 1'1'8 :\IA!'\Y ACJI IEV E.ME~TS. 
TIJHOUOlll'rS J~I'I' IA'I'IVE WA::; EHEC'r ED '1'1118 
:\I.USEUl\1. WJI ICII B~~ AHS 'rJIE ~;\:\IE OP J'l'S 
S EVE:\''I'Y-'l'II I BD PHE81DEN'I'. DA~n;r, PAR­
HISJI W ITTEH, J<,Ail:\IEB. bEGISIJATOil, AX D 
AGR[CULTJ;RAL TEACIIE!l. 

:\hw our ehihlren and griHtd~hildN'tl eome into this room-yes. 
Hlld our J!rt'llt·grnndehi ldn>n too-nnd be mHdt• b('f!Cr citizens by 
rhiukiuJ: of the wor·k nml th1• liws or thOl'ie or our m•cestor1o0 11·ho 
hnw ;.:-orw IK'for~·. by thiukru~ of our w01·k which we do IO<ln~·. Hnd 
nwy tl1e New Y01·k St1t te Ag-r·ie111turnl Soci('t_,. bf' llOiu~t iu tho:-;e 
chtys in !h(' dilll. distaut fulut•(•, uutil it eelcb•·nte.; iiH two hnu­
d r!'dllt llllllh'('I'SUI'_I' It.'S Wti'Jt liS its Cf'lltlll',l'. 

( l utcru1i~iou) 

('O)IllfNiiOX•;H Pntn:: I rt>ll lize thnl it is not pOS$ible for Hll to 
remniu in rlw room. but for tlt()S(' that hlll'e the time 1111d the incli-
11/ltion, I C/111 pro111 iSt' rou n trent not inrerior to tlmt which h11s 
a lready lx>t>u extl'ndcd. 

(l\ lnsie) 
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Col.uus::;to::nm P\'Hta;: Ladies and Oentlemen: We will now 
resume our progr11m ami execute the second section of it. 

The name of Daniel Parrish Witter Juts been on the lips of all 
spettkers who have participated in any o[ the ceN>rnoniL-s ineidcn­
tnlto the dedication o[ this bui lding. lu momm1cntnl letters it is 
sprend nc•·oss the priucipnl cnt•·•mcc to tl1c buildin~. I nm sure 
thnt no one would l'erl thnt this C('tf'li\Ony wlls complete without 
luwing 11n opportunit~· to obsen·c nnd li!:tCn b•·idtr to the gentle­
man, the bclo,·ed b"elltlenum. who bears this name. 1111d 111 this point 
it is my privile~e to prt•stnt to you )lr. Danil'l P . Witter, o( Tioga 
Couut;o.·, Xew York. )lr. Witter. 

HON. DANIEL 1'. WITTER 

President o£ the New York State Agr iculturnl Society 

:\lr. Chairman and Friends : ln arranging !or this pro<~1·an1 

some time ago, while in conference with Commissimwr l',,·rke and 
)lr. Bnldwin, ou r ~retary. who hu-. so nbl~· worked with us during 
the entire year, it WllS decided thnt I should~·~· 11 f<'w words here. 

Yon know it lu1s been a busy week nnd I rcnlly hnvc not made 
much preparation fo1· wh1tt I desire to sn.r, but I lut\'e thonght. pos­
sibly u few words in connection with whut hns trunxpi•·etl for the 
pnst yea r may be of interest. to the people hl'rc. 

A year ago whcu Wt> dedientcd this building, Go\'Crnor Smith 
ClHUe into the building, looked around nnd asked where the exhi­
bition wns. lie expected. I suppose, t hat he would see a large 
exhibition alr cndy here. 1' he fActs wc•·e. we hnd reech·ed the 
bnil<liug on Sutul'(ln~· 1light and the fnir began on Mondny morn­
ing, nnd ~·ou will r<'nlize, of course. thnt. the1·e w11s 1101 \'Cry much 
time for preJ)ll. rnlion. We had doue what we could. nnd thert' 
were some exhibits here, bnt nothing of a J.Crnutm•nt n••turc. 

The j)lnn has been to bring together materials into this building, 
nnd t hut they be guthered \'ery carefully; that we should select 
those nrticles thnt hii\'C a history bnck of them. It hns b<>en <111ite 
J'('lllnl'kllhle how the pt>ople or thi$ Btat(' hll\'C l'C!S pondl'\l to requeHt ... 
for urtieles of t hat nature. ) fr. Commissioner, I ~uppose t hut it 
would be somewhat of a surprise to ~·ou to know thllt ull we luwc 
luul to pa~· for what has been ~ured for this buildiusr would be 
Jess than $250 ; the remaiuder ha.s been donnted. 1 W<'nt to seen 
man whom 1 hAd been iuformed lu1.d muny old impl(•menls of the 
farm nnd home. Jfe ~1id to me riJ.Cht HWII~· : ··Jr you were 1111 

nnti<1ue hunter, I would not tnlk with you one minutt•, but if you 
will take the things l ha,·e to Syrucusc Htl(l put them in the 
museum, where they will bear my nnme, 1 will dt.'lll with ~·on wry 
libfrally indet>d. We lun·e articl(_'!;l here thut ure almost price)CS8 

in their value." 
J wish to call your uttention to the CO\'erlet in the lo~t enbin, pre­

sented by ~I iss Vnn Hensselaer nnd Miss Florn Hose, Directors of 
our College of llome Economies. 
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C'OlllllS><IO:s~:N l'ntt.:t:: l•adic-; 1111d lh•n tlcmcu : We will now 
r<'Sunll' our J)roj!rnm uml (•xttute thc ..weoml st'Ct ion of it. 

T he numc of Dt~nit•l Parri.sh Witter lu•o;: bft>n o u thl' lips o[ a ll 
spcttkers who huw purt iciputcd in nuy of 1lw ef'rf'mouit·~ iucidcu­
tal to the dedication of this b uildiu!!'. l u nm Hulllt'lllltl lcll<'rs it is 
S(Wl'Ud ncross the p.-iucipul en tr n11e1' to t he buihliu).!'. I li nt sm·•• 
t lwl uo ouc would fN•I t lwt this et•t'(•mnny wns (•muph•!t• withou t 

lllt\'iiiJ." an opportunity to obst>•·,·e 1111d li:-h·n brit•fly to thi• genth.•­
man, t lu.• Jx.lon•d ;:ru11euum. who I.K'III'S this IUtlllt'. mulnt this p<•int 
it j.., m,\' pri,·ilc:,!t' to prt'"t'lll to ~·on .\lr. lluuiel 1'. \\"ith'r. o[ Tiogu 
('mult~·, ~.·w York. ) lr. Wilter. 

liON. DANIEL P. WITT En 

Prceidc nt of the N'cw Yo rk S lu te Ag ric ulturul Socicl~· 

.\lr. (.'hnirmau and Friends: ln nrrnngin~ fur lids pro<;ram 
Mlln(• time ago, wllile iu c:onff'N'IICf' \\ith t'ommi-...:imtt•r l',nkc 1111tl 
)Jr. lhlldwin. o ur Sf>t t•ctury. who hn~ Ml ubi~· work<•d with us during 
t i le en t it·e ycnr, it wns decidt•d thut I should ;;;;uy n ft•w wonls hcr f'. 

You know it hns lX"Cn a busy \l't•<•k nml I reully hll \'c not mlllh' 
much p•·ep;H'ul io u for wl111t J rl(-sire 1<1 su~·, but I h u\'t• thotll!ltt pns­
.\iihly 11 ff'w words iu ('(mnection with whnt lws t rnnspii·NI for lite 

p1tlil ~'<'Ill' mny he of intf'r('St. to t he people ht'rC . 
• \ yenr llf!'O whcu ,,,. dl.'dicnt('d t h is bniltling. Uowruor :Smith 

Clllllt.' into the builcliu,;. looked ltrountl nnd n;;;;kNI whert• the t•xhi· 

bition WllS. lie expt'Ctcd. I suppo;;;r, thnt he would s('t' n lurj:{t' 
f'Xhibit ion nlrt'IHiy lwn•. ' l'l t(' fnct~ WCI'(', \\'f' hnd rt•teiwtl tlu• 
b\lilding on !SHI LII'dn~· n if!h t and the fni 1· l>t'j!<lll ou .\ lottdny morn­
in~. nml you will rl'n lbw. of com·s<•. tlwt thl•l't' wn . .: not Y('l'." much 
timl' for prep1trntion. \\'c hnd dmw whHt Wf' (•ould. a nd then· 
Wf'rt> :-011\(' t>xhibits ht>r1·. but noth in¥ of n J»t"rnuuwut mtture. 

Tht• p lnn has lw1•11 tO brin~ I~C'tht·r matt>rinls i nto this building. 
nml tlutt they he ![lltherrd YC'ry ct~ rC'fnll~·; thnt wr :-ltould sei(>Cl 
t h~ nrticlcs tlwt hn\'e n h istor~· bnek of tht·m. I t h11.: bt>eu quit.· 
l'l'llllt l'kllhi <• hl)w tht• peopll• of t his :-it llf(' ha n• l'l'Sfllllldt•d tu l't'(JIH'Sis 
for lll'ticles o( thnt u nture. ) Jr. Couuuiss iom•t·. I ~nppiiSC' t lmt it 
would be somcwhnt o[ n snrpri~ to you to know thut nil we ]ul\'(' 
hnd to JliiY for whnt hns be<>n i'('tlm~ l for this builtlht¥ would bt• 
){'lo..'l tlmn $250; thl' t'('Uutind('r hn.: l.lt'('tt donated. I w1·nl to sec 11 

uutn whom l luul I.M"<'u i uformcd had lllllll,\' old imph•nu•ut~ of tlw 

fn rm 11 11d hout l'. lie :-nid to nw riJ,dtt uwu~·: ·· I r yott were 1111 
nu tiqnt' hu nll'l', I would uot t 11 lk wit h you om· m imtl t', b ut if you 
will tnke t he t h ht¥R I hli\'C to Hy t·ncus<· nud put t l tr m in the 

museum. where t hl'y will bf'11 r my ILIIULI', I wi ll th•Jd wilh you Vl' t')' 
lii.M'rn ll~· ill(h'ftl. \\' c lun·e n rt ith'l' lwr'-' tlw t art• uluw~l p rice!e6l) 

in their \'a lue." 
I wis h to call your nttention to t lw cowrll'l in thl' lo~t cnbin. p re­

sen tNI by .\I iss \ ·nu H l•US.<\\'Illi'r nnd MiJo...: F lora Bosf', Dil'('Ctors o[ 

our College of ll ome }~conomics. 



Wheu I nni\'NI hom(' lw<t wt•('k I was told thnt a man had dri\'eu 
O\'Cr tW('nty mil('" to my plae<' and brou!!ht m<' a :sick!<'. The sick!\• 
i.s now to lX' )j('t•n iu the otht'r win~ of this building. 

The nrrlinJ!ement of fttrm impl('rul'nt~ is as follows: T h('re is the 
old l ndilin plow, in the uutkinJ.(' of which not a particlt' of iron wn.>~ 
used. ~t•xt com('.; tht• p low with woodeu mohl·bollrd. ~f'XI the 
plow that Juts 1101 a bolt in it. So Wf' l,\'O on until we reHch tlh' 
modern plow. 

:\'ext ~·ou will st>t• t lw horrow mndt> out of wood as it Jrrt'w in t lw 
wood;s. nutdr iu tht' form of an''.\ ." and tht' cros.-;pi~t' is nlso ns 
it grew in the woods. l t. is pinnt'd t~f'tlwr with woodru pin~. 
Whr did tlwy mHkr it in th1t1 form ! Th<'~· mnd<' it in thn t lllltlln<'r 
~ tiJH t wh{•n drnwu betwt't'n or nround st umps. thl're wn~o~ uot 11 

corner that could cn tc h ou Any thing. Th(' nt'xt wHs the IWO·S('(:tion 
·• A" hHrrow. with s pikt• I t'('! h . the k ind I followed lli'i n boy 011 the 
fH rm. \Vhl'n t ilt' stumps wer(' e lt•nred nway. we find the 1'1(1\llll't' 

lutrrow, und IWXt tht• "pring·footh luu·l·ow. Thnt is the tho ug"ht 
or tlJC rtt til·e ltrrnnj.!<'ltten t of th itt!-<:S in tht' musrum. Thost• in 
cllfttj,!"t' nt·e e ndt'n\·orinj.! to selt'ct thinb~ thnt will cnrry out thn t 
iden, tlut l thosr who s;liulll come• uft<'r may know some thintt of the• 
SilCI'ifiC<' fh1ll lht~it· llllC('!;IOr.'i endUI"<'d, thnt t ilt'~· lllllY lUI\"(' the 
inhr t·ifllllCC iu ,;owt·nmrut 1111tl home..; which we u ll enjoy todn~·. 

We Ill'(' j.!OinJt to contiuuc the work durin~ the coming ,\'<'111". W t• 
Inn·(' book11 in which wr l ist nn~·th iu!! people would like to Jlrt'St'ul. 
nr hll\'1' krpl ltel't'. \\'t• hnw hnd numy such offel'l'l during the 
weck. 11m! if W(' hn\"f' 1101 nlr('IUI~· !)('(:ured tht' art ic le for the 
muse11111, thl',,. will b<' \+<~ih•d nnd we will end<'H\'Or by this me1t11'i 
to hH\'f' 11 mort' complrlt• coilf'Ct ion next ycnr. 

I \\'IIIII to ~!>('Ilk ht•t"t' of th r work of a former l'r~id<>nl of this 
.\ ~ricultural Soci('t ~·. l'rt•i'iident in 192'2- 2:]. ~lr. A. 1 •. Brockwlty. 
) f r. lltiX'kwny CltiiiC 111 till' front. \\'r would not ha\'e had tllis 
bnildiujt lns t Y<'llr 1111d pt•rhHJ)S not this but for his work. ll f' eun­
tributed th{' drowinJr of t lw p lnm; nnd directed the erection of 
thill builclinJt. Tlw rf>SI rooms 11111! M"Ctf'tnry's offic<' wert' obtniu~ l 

thi~ yf'nr throu;!h hi>~ f'ITOI'ts a nd throu)!h thr work of C'ommis. 
sioner P~·rkt'. You will bt• int<>rrstt•d to know that ~ince th i~> fa ir 
bt'J.('llll this Wt't•k \\'1' hll\'(' lllrt•Hdy }!HIIU't('d t'IIOII~h piet \ll't'S Of ('X· 

pm-;idt'ut~ so th11t Wf' will soon be Hhle to 1111 up mauy of thf"if' 
\ 'llNtnt picturt' fr11mrs. 

\\'(' ltH\'C' lll'\'f'r lutd Huythintt tlmt I lun·t• lx-<'n eonueetNI with-
111111 I hi\\'(' f>et•11 COIIIIl't'f(''() with Hl1 t'Xhibit Of t)ti~ llll!Ur(' sitU'<' it 
"tnrted iu l !l:!+-thllf hns IHkl'll betf('r thHn tht' sin)!ill)! ('Ou lt'SI WI' 
Jw,·e luul two ch1 ~·s t lti>~ wwk. It hns bt"('ll JHII on the Jli'Of!I'HIII fm­
th(' put')lOS<' of imJli'O\'in~t tlw sin~t iu:r iu •·urn! 111(•<'f in:rs- G1·11n)!e. 
Furm Jhu·pun untl llomr Burenu. Sixh'(•n j)('t"SOns hun• ~Hill)! 

solos. Ill/Ill_\' or whic:h \\'C' I'(' of \'('IT hig-h chnrn(!l(' l', :Strllllj:!'t' tO S/1,\". 

wr lw \'e hnd n ~i n~ZI' r 1'1"0111 ( 'lutullnH) IIII. on(' from St. L1t WI"t'IICt'. 
nnd On(' from \\'t•.'•ltclwsll•t' counlit'"· W I.' lll't' t o hun~ othe t· <·on. 
t('s!S todny ~ti'lf'l' !hil-l IIH'efiiiJ,!' udjOILI"IIS. 

!lo,... lh:H~Y. : \ . f'YIIKt: 

l'vnuui,.~ivnl'r uf ,\j:rit·llllure ll lltl llnrlwt' 
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Wllt'li I nl't·ivt•d humt• ht~t wt•t•k I \\'11~'< tolcl thut 11 mull luul tll·i\'t•u 
0\'t'r twf'nly mihos tom~· plut•t• 111111 hrouj.!hl lilt" 11 ~it·klt". Tht• siekh· 
i . .; IIOW IO lw P>l't'll in tlw ntllt•r Will~ of this buildill;,!". 

'l'ht" nrrHIIfCl'tll(>llt of fnr111 implfmt•nts is 11s follows: Tht•J't' is the 
old lndinn pluw. in tlw mHkin~t nf whid1 11111 11 p11rticlt• uf i1·m1 Wll'i 
u.o::t'(l. Xt•xt ctmu•.;; tlu• plow with wondt•u mold-hoard. Xt•xt tlw 
plow thnt h11 . .; not 11 hnlt iu it. & wt• ).!II fill until wt• rt•nt•h till' 
mn<lt•I'H Jllow. 

X(>XI you will st't' tht• lun·t·ow umdt• out of wootl ns i1 J!l't•w iu tht• 
\I'Ood~. 111/ldf' iu tilt' fm•tu of Ill\ ".\." UIU) !))(' CI'O:o..-.pi('Ct' is ll1l'ltl lll'l 
it ~rew iu th(• w{l()(l~<. It i~< pinut'fl to,tt·tht·r with wontlf'n piu:o.. 
Wh~· tlid tlwy lllllkt• it in t lwt form: Tilt'~- mHdt• it in thnt llltnmt•r 
~o thnt whru tlrnwu lx•hn•t•n or nround stumps. tllt'l'l' was 11111 a 
t'OI'IH'r thnt CllUid 1'1\lt'h tlllllll~·thilljt. 'l'ht• III'Xl W;IS tht> l\\'0-st'\·liflll 
".\" hnrrow, with l'lpikt• lt·t·th. tht• kind I rollmn•d Ill'\ II ))0~- Oil lht• 
r11r111. \\'ht•tt tJW l'lfllllljiS ln'rl' dt•lln•d /IWH,\'. WI' fimJ fhl' l'l'tlllll'l' 
hurt·ow. n11d III'XI t ht• spl'illl!· ltlOt h hnnow. '!'hat is tlw thnuJ!hl 
of lite (•ntin• lll'r/111).!'1'1111'1\t or thiliJ.,'S in tht• Hnt'>it'UIIl. '!'host• in 
clun'j!t' lll't" l'IHh•tt\'ut·i ull tu l'l('lt•ct thiu:..-s thut will cnn~· nut thut 
idt'll, thu t t hO!«' wl10 l'lhnll t'IIIIH' 11fll'l' mn~· kuow souH•th in:t nf lht• 
l'lllei'i flc<' tlun tluoit· ntll'l'l'liOrs t'JHh u·t•d. thnt tilt'." uuty huw t l1c 
iuhl' l'itnnct• iu JlOI'I' I'IIIIlf'nt 111111 hom<',.. whicl1 WI' all t•njo~· todu~·-

WI' lll't• j.!Oilll! to t•OHtinne tlu• wm·k dtu·iul! tht• cnmi t11t yl'ut·. W t• 
hun• !.)(lOki'\ in whh• h Wt• lil'lt 1111,\'lhin).!' Jll'nplt• wou ld likt• ltJ JWt•st•ut. 
m· h11n- kf'Jll hf' t't'. \\'t• lmw lmd 11111 11." such olfc•rl'l duriujt tl1c 
W1•l'k, ntul if wt• \m\'t' nut Hh·t•nch· l'li'Ctll'l'd th l' lll'liclt' for th1• 
mnst'tnn. tl lf'~· will ht' ,-j.;ift•tl nnd ,;.,.will t·mlf'II\'Or b~· this llll'nll.; 
tnlllt\'1' 11 IIIOI'i' eomplt•tt• eollt•l'fion m•xt ~·t•llr. 

I Wltnl Ill spt•llk luon• nr lht• WOJ'k of It fOI'IIlt'l' Prt'Sidt•nt nr tllil'l 
.\J!ricultnrltl Socit•ty, l'l·t'l'idt•nt in 1!12:!-ta .. \Jr .• \. !.. Bnwk"·~~~-­
:\ l r. BrOt.·kwu~- enutt• to tilt' frout . Wt• wonltl 1101 1111\'t' luul tid., 
huiltlin~ llt~ot ~·t•ur nml 111'l'hnll" 1101 tid.: but fnr his work. II £> t•nu­
trilmti'CI tlw drnwin~t nf th1• plnns llllfl dirt'Cit'cl till' ('rt''1ilh~ll nf 
tllis buildiu)f. Tht• J'(•:o.t l'Ot.l!IIS nml !«'Cn'tllr~--l'l offict• wt•rt• ubtnitu•tl 
rhi" ~·c·ur thrntt).:'h hi~ t•ITort.;; uud thrnll).dt tht• work or ('ouuui:o.­
siorwr P yrkt•. Yon will ))!• intt•J'f'l-h•tl In kuow IIlli! l'>illl•l' tl1is f11i1· 
IK'Ifllll this \lt•t•k \H' 1111\'1' alrt'IHI,,· jtltllll'rt"tl t•non)!'h pictur•" of I'X­
prl"•idC'nts Ml filii! \\'\' Will '!Mill ht• ah)(' tu fiJI Up lliall,\' or !Itt•"• 
nt<·nnl jJit·llll't' frllttH'I'l. 

Wt• hn\'t' 111'\'t•r hatlnnythiuj! t llnl I h11n• IM't'll t·oum•t·ft•d with 
nnd I lm\'1' lk•t•u c·mnu•t'ft'd with 1111 t•xhihit nf thi:o. mtlun• :o.iltt·t• it 
slll t'!l•d iu W:!-1-thnt hns tnkt•u ht:•lh'r thau tlw .;iu;tin;t ci!Hh''t "'' 
hJI\'1' h11tl t wn du,l's thi..: ll' l't'k. It lml'l ht'l'tt put 1111 tho• prn;ti'JIIll fnr 
!Itt• Jllll'IJOSI' nf imprll\' illj! lhl' Si ll).:'illj! itt I'Ut'ltl llll'i'titt)-~-(;1'/lll:!t'. 
Farm 1 ~111'1'1111 nud lluHH' 1;111'1'1111. ~ixll•t•u pt•t':o.~lu.;; hu,-,. "11111-:' 

~:~~~ "\; •• ~-:~· ·,~;:; 1 ~~r .. ''~; ;;~:.~~~-~; :::·11: ;r t ~-;;~;~-, 11 ;,~~~~,~ •• ~.'-~·::·;;,':, ~ ;:;1111 ~~~;~.~ • ;:,·; 11t. :~ •• ~:-~: 
nud 0111' l't'nlll \\'t·.~tl'll!•sll•r cuuntit'"· \\·,. lll't• f(l lmn• utl tl't' 1'1111-
t rl'lt:o. !tlflll,\' urtt•t' this Jllt'l'fitlj! UtljQhl'IIS. 

tin ~. tll:tl'i~ .\ t'I' IIIH~ 

l '•uu mi·.•i• •m·•· ,,f .\J,:ri1·u t turo• 1tml )lnt·l.··t~ 



14 

We CXJ)CCL we will be able to hHYC such a contest e ,·ery y ear. 
We not only expect to be ab!C' to gi\'C the J)COplc of this State 
OJlportnnit~· to hear the son~s. but we hope to gh·e them somc­
thing they can carry home tha t will be of lx-nefit to them in llll 
future time. 

COllliiSSIOSt:R l'l'KKt:: 1 IX'Iic,·e it was the Psalmi!)f who SHid: 
'' There is nothin" new •tntle r the ~un," Jtnd like m<mt ~CnC'raliYJl · 
tions, there is some truth in it. But it is 11l.so true that tl1ere ilol 
enon~h tlutt. is oril!inntin•. We luwc to the credit of America on<' 
orij:duntion. nt least. ntul that is thnt it was in thl' mind o( a n 
.Americnn c itiZ<' II, II t('Sidt>nt nt the time or the State of :\Las..acJm­
sctts . 1md afterwllrd 11 r~idl' lll of Xcw York ~tat(', thnt the id<'A 
wus born of 1m agricnltHrnl fni•·, n f1dr for th<' purJ')()S(> or fu•·th<'l'· 
ing nnd ])romoting ngricultmoe thron~h th<' medium of th<' <'XJ>O. 
sit ion of the best thnt agriculture could prcscnt. 

'rh('r(' 1\I'C many worth~· (ui1'8 upon this coutini.'ut. l J)l'f'~umc 
the•·e nrc nt least t en thnt COlllJ>II I'C fn,·o•·ably with fh<' exposition 
now in progress upon th<'Se ~··oumls, but th<'I'C is out~ fcat u•·e thnt 
disting-uishes this expositiou from nll oth<• •·s, 1111d tlull is the build­
ing in wllich wo nl'<' now loentNI. I wnlun! to beliHc thnt ns this 
building expmuls 1wd m1 it coutiuucs to realize t lu• ptll'posc fo1· 
which it wns t'l't~Ct ('cl, it will continuC' to be the dist inJ!nishing f('nt UI'{' 
of the New Yo1·k Stnt c F 11ir. And let me say tl11tt. so l'nr as mr 
information goes,th<'I'C is no phtcc upou this broad contitwnt WIICI'<' 
~·ou cn n find thi.' thin)ls goin~ on thnt. hn\'e been goinl,!' on her<' this 
week. Where else can ron find the nrt isnns 11chmll~· exemplifying 
the JumdiCI'afts b~· which, in the hlllj!\lllj.:'e of til<' t:tblf'! "our fore­
fathers nuHI(' u li\'ing upon this ~K>il''f It will not be lOIII! t lutt ~·on 
can e,·en see tl1at demonstration ~o on here, because, nnfortmllllt'l~·. 
the artisuns in theSt" \'a rious tradt>S nre well 11lon~ in )'('ll ts 1111d 

when they JlllS8 on they will lett\'e behind them no sncccs.wrs. 
One or the JHltJ>OSeS of this building is to hold in nwmory tho,;e 

things familiar to pre\'ious generations, and from which the Jl~· 
cut generution ean profit. This room in truth is a room of memo­
ries. Crowded UJ)()II the walls are the picturrs of those old wor­
thi('8 who for nearlr oue hundred yt'a n> ha"e guided the d~tiu~· 
or th is ancien t society with which the Oo\'ernor's famil~· h11s been 
so intimntel~· UAAOtiHted. I IHII :o:ure that the rt'feN"nces that His 
J-;xc('llencr made to this soeietr ha,·e whetted your appetite to lenrn 
more about. tlli'S ancient. and honor11ble orgnnizlltion. nnd surely 
\\'('fi r(' fortUnlltC in hH\'i ng" U)>Oil !hiM p)HtfOnll Ill till' J)r('S('fll time 
n gt'ntlemnn who ho~ not oul~· 11 di!1Crimin11ting studC'nt of hi.sto•·y. 
but a brillillnt interpreter or curl'('ut ('\'CUtS. It i:;: my pl('usnrt' 
to present to you Dr .• John B. llowe, of Sy•·ncuse, who will speak 
in reference to the history of this iiplendid orgnnizntion. Dr. 
llowe. 
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OR. JOHN B. HOWE 

Syracuse Herald, Syracute, N. Y. 
Commissioner [>yrke, Lndies und Gentlemen: Toduy mnrks the 

formal dedication of a State Fair building whieh will stand as It 

m('moriul not only to the New York AJ:rienltural Society, in the 
e\'olutionar~· staj!CS of its great public undertaking, but. to the 
faithful nnd patient Jlflrt it ha.s Jllayed in the de,·elopment o( .our 
imperial State. Surrounding this !itructure we set on all s1des 
imprcs;;i\'C e" idence of the \'Aried and wondt'rfnl Jlroduets of _t he 
hu.sbnndman 's 10il and enterpri~. But we Clt n better itpprCCHitC 
the mea ning and \•alne o[ these concrete exhibiHt wht'n we turn 
nside for tl while (rom the [arm reulities of the p rciSCnt dn~·. and 
tnke 11 bnekwttrd look nt the primiti\'c met hods 1111d npplinuces 
whereby the pionce•· fnrmer!i of )\ew York won their ear!i<>r l~•ttle.s 
with the soi l, Jmd with splendid J>CI'l'iC \'<'; IInce nnd o.rt<'n llludequate 
rewards, wrun~ £rom nnture her choicest bount1es. lt. was to 
('ncom·ngc this species o( retrospect ion that th~ agncultural 
museum was projected. Stud~· is n c\'Cr !iO frlutful as when 
in~pired nu<l guided b,,. sentimeut . l t WIIS n gl'<'ll t num who Sllid 
thnt " histon• is philosophy teaching by exnmplc." lle•·c, then. 
the futun~ ,lntrons of the fair ctt n I"Cpnir, nnd shnre tlHJ bC'JWfi_ts 
of a histo•·icnl rc\'iew in which sent imenta l intH<'.st. goeH lunul m 
huiUI wit h a plcnSIInt. form of education . 

lu~:·~~?e~~~~.~se~~·;~ • b1~\i1l1dii1;; ;~~~~~~~~~::~e~f ~~~~~~bei1;: :~~r~ t !:;c~:~~~~('~~ 
nt that. time that the formal dedication was postponed to the 
present. occttsion. In it .s title. the !Ul lll~ of 0Aniel P. W_ittt'r .. prrosi­
dent of the State Agriculturnl Soc1et.\' , wh();(' ~r\'ICt'S 111 the 
State .t\~t'mbiY for Tiog-a County spAns two Jon~ J)('r iodll. fiJr(;rC· 
J:Hting 18 \'('It~. and makes him the dean of thAt bod~·. i~ fhtin(tiY 
honored. ' It was )lr. Witter. in his eapaeit,\' of ( 'hui rmAn or the 
A"«scmhh· Committee on Agriculture. who was chiefl~· in~trumental 
in obtuiililll!' the l~islati\'e appr~Jiriation ~o; this w~leome ~ranch 
of the StAt€' exposit ion . In spet111l reeQ~tmf!Oil of l.us :r.eal m. thAt 
rcg11rd. and for the broader reAson tlult Ius )~ubl_1e ~'~!'d J!r"'!lte 
career ha~ been a fruitful example a nd contlnu m)l msplrAfiOII 
to the farmi ng industry of the State. the 11/UUe or \''itte_r ~\·ill _be 
linked in the coming yeur~ with the muS<'nrn and 1b1 d1stmell\'e 

mi~!01~tter personal ,·ehicle could be chORcn for reminding All 
future Yi~it ors t o the mul>i'um that. the Stute Ase-rieulturnl Soeiet ~· 
is the purent or the great Empire Stflt(' ~::<))Osition now in pro,:tr('SS. 
l_Jon(t before the State Oo"ernment hnrl $>eriousl~· eonsiderec~ mnin­
tninin~ /Ill fiJ!ri cultura l fni r wi th its own mon~y and u.ll(ler 1ts own 
ofticinl dirt'etiou. the society, in the f11cc of thscourHJ:I Ilg obstaclt'!l 
and with M:ant pnhlie supJ>Ol't, hod nurS<'d into life the ehild of 
its enterprise 1111d foresight. 

It is n fflt en- to that dny in F ebruary. 1832. when "a few 
zealous and enlightened friends of agriculture" nil: they Wf!re 



16 

described, m('t in Alban,\' and launched tlw StAt e Agricultural 
Soeict~·. Its initiul prc .. ti~te may be jud~e<l from tlw fstet its fin;;t 
pr~idenl was I.A!HR,\' De Chaumont a name famow1 in the earlier 
8tliUI~ or the S tat (' and lon~t bol'll(' b,\' II. .Jefferson County viiiRj;!t'. 

That lll(.'f'fing, assembled at a timt' when ..:\ndrt>w .Jackson was still 
Pr{"Sidt>nt of the llnited State!', was the real crHdle of our ~tatr 
Fair. The Societ." WRS duly incorporated, hut nin<' ~·t'ant wt're lit ill 
to f'lar~o"e lwfore its stntNI objN:t~>. nanwly, "to im)lrove the eondi­
tion of a~riculture. horticuhure. and the hou$iehold arts," frueti· 
tied in the firl'it S tnte .. 'air. .\lcl!uwhile. it met annually, but in 
this Jlt'ri<KI. AA t hf' flr"t published ,·olume of its records informs 
us. " t he funds of the l)()e iet,,· did not warrnnt th~ ~tablishmt'nt of 
Rmlw'l fnirl!." 

But bcller times were 11hclld. und in the month or April, 'IS·H . 
t he t'xecutivc committee met in Alban.'· und resoh·e<l '' thaL the 
~ew York Stnt~ AJ7ricultnrnl Socie ty will hold it~ llllllUAI fa ir in 
the villnJ7e of S;nucu.,;;e on the 29th nnd 30th dll~'>l of .'eptem b<'r 
next." A month Inter t he begislntnre wns ind uced to p1IS.'> 11 bill 
for th<' jli'OIIlOt ion of n,:criculturc, by which the munifiCCIIt sum Of 
$700 per munun wn." plnced at the commnnd of the society for 
the ]'11\ I'I)OS<' in '' if'w. 'l'h<• iufnnt Fair thus took its first step in 11 
two-<hl~' experiment, fhumced br the State with fi n npproprifltion 
that would now lm~· n ntlhl'l' modest nutomobile. Thnt wa>~. indC£·<1. 
A humble ix>ginninj7; but it \\'fl!4 the forerunucr or ~l'Cllf thingS, 
tlumk~ to the public spirit nnd dauntless pc•·se,·crnnce of the StRte 
AJrl'ieulturnl Society, nnd incidentally to its S.nacuS£> mn<;eot. 

Let. me lf.fly here, by wny of JHirt'nfh('SiS. that in the year of the 
StAte }O'nir '!>! RdY<'Ilt in :S,\'J'HCU!ie, only one of the ~rl'nt \\'l'i'tC.rn 
S tates. which. accordin~ to the last 1-.,cdl.'ral cen>;u~ exc£'etll'd ~ew 
York in the total \'ll lue of thl'ir fnrm products, had b<'en lHimitf{"() 
to the tln ion. The sin~rle exct')ltion Wflii Illinois. All the others 
of thAt mighty ltJf'riculturnl block were then American t erritorie.. 
o r partil or thl' trAns-:\liS!!issippi wilderness. In a~ricuhurnl 
t'Xt~ition and Nlucat ion. :\l'w York State Wl\.'i thl'rt'rore a mem­
ornhle )>ACemnker: and if S,\'J'acuse \\'8il the ~ene or its first \'Cnture 
in thAt tim<'. tlw State J\~ricultura l Societ~· WI\.<; the strOll!! pro­
pulsi,·e force. 

The fl~t State 1-'air Wftil ht'ld in the then un!IC'ttled space in 
S.''rAtuW> \'illage, bounded by ~orth Salina. l)iviiiion. Towu!;('llt) 
and Ash Streets. under the ~hadow or the old Cour t llousr, 
deiiitr·o~·ed by firt' in 18.i6. lt was \'i!.,:ited by a crowd ranging from 
10,000 to 15.000 ''isitoN. The >~tor~· or it. ns told b~· the first 
\'Oiume or the society'"' reports. reach~ like a clulJ)ter or Aneit'nl 
histo ry. Not only wns it n free !fhow. but we are told thnt tht' 
outst11nding renture waf.l A dinner ~r,·ed to 1,200 people by mini' 
host of the Syrueuse Jlouse. II fine Central New York hostelry or 
that day. Unfortunately, the attendance or the gentler sex 'wAA 
not large, and when we look for the cause we find 11 ~rrim forecast 
of fu ture S tAte F'oir trouble~t. Jn a word, the weather was bad 
d uring the two dHyiJ o( the fair. But nothing could dnmpcn the 

Dll. Jon s n. liO\n: 
S~·nu.·u~e lh•rald, ~.,·rurnk. X. \', 



d('stribecl, nwt iu A llmn.1· nml h•urH:hecl t lw ~tnh· .\~ricuh urHI 
Soc iet~·. Its initi HI pre..;fiJ!'e may be jmlg'('(l from tlw fact its fin;! 
presidt'llf Wit~ I.('Un~· Dr t'haumont. 11 nnmt" fnmous in tht' enrlif' r 
llllllftls of lhf' Stntt' Hlld lnnJr borrw hy It .Jetrrrson ('QUill_\' \'illflJrf'. 
T l1a1 IIIN'IillJr, US.-.(>IJI IJI('(I Ill II tim(' Wh(•ll .\ndrew .JHcksun \Hili :tti ll 
l'r('11idt"nt or thr l 'uih•cl Statt'"'· wHs tht' r('a\ er;ullr or our Slnle 
Fair. 'l'ht" Hocit·t~· was dn ly ineorpur;JtNI. hut uinr ~·t·1t rs wen' s till 
to f'ln p .... (' IK'fore its .. tu tNI ohjl'tls. nnnwly. "to impron• the ('(lndi­
tion of IIJ!' I'icultnrt'. horticulture. HIUI thf' household Hrts. " fruc t i­
fied in t lw fir"'' ::-itnll• Fni r . ~lrnnwhilr. it nwt ;umJuJII~·. hut iu 
this j)('ri<:HI, ns thr fir..t puhliiih<'tl \'Oimllf' or it:o; rt'Cortls in forms 
liS, "tht" funf!,., Of tht' Sl~iNy did not Wltrrunt t he t•stnblishment n( 

nuuunl fnirs. '' 
But lwtti'r t illlt'" Wf'r(' Jthent!. ltlld in the month or .\pril, IA-11. 

t h(' f'Xf'cutin' eorumith•(' uwt i11 Albnu~· uml l'r . ..;oh·rd , ;thnt t l1r 
~('II' Yol'k Slllh' Ajtt·icultm·ld Socit.'ty will holt! it:o; llltnuul ffl il' in 
the ,·illlljt(' nr S,I' I' IICIL..;(• 011 tlw :!9th nml :mth da~·s of Srplf•tuhr t• 
uext. ·• A mnuth hl!l'l' the Lt•: . .dslnt tu·t• wns ind uc<•cl to pass u hill 
fOt' tltf' )11'011\0t ion nf IIICI'icuJtm•t•, h~· which f)lf' lllltnifiCI'IIt Slllll Of 
*700 pC't' nml\1111 Wit ... )thtct•cl ut til(' comuHHHI of t he societ~· for 
thr ]HH'JliiSt' iu vit•w. Till' infnnt Fnir thus touk its first .~lt·p iu u 
tWO·dll,l' f'XJif'l' iUH'Ill. finnuCt•d h,l' th(• Htah' witll 1111 II]IJli'O]ll'illliutl 
!lull would ttOII' lm,,· n rJtllwt· mvdf'st IIHtomohilt•. '1'11111 m1.-.. indf'l'tl , 
11 humble lw~tiuni u~: hut it wu.; the fm·;•nwuC'r of gt'('llf t hin~ts, 
t hnnks to th(' publ ic spirit und dnun tl('s....; JWrsen•t'IHICf' or th{' !it nit• 
.\griculturnl Xociet~·. 11ncl iuci<l<'utll ll~· to its Syruc\1..;(' nw..;cot. 

IA>t me Sll,l' ht•rr. by wn~· of pnrrnth('lo;is. th11t in thr ~·enl' of 11w 
S tnll• F nir'M 1Hlwnt iu S,niH'li.'M'. ouly Ollf' of tlw ::r<·at Wrstet·n 
Stutrs. which. lll'('f)r dinjt to till' htst F't•df'rll l c('n..;us <'XC('('drd ~<'II' 

York iu thf' totAl \'Jtlul' of t \l('ir furm pr()(lucts . luul '*('11 ltthnittNI 
tn tlw l 'uion. 'l'hf' ,.,inJ;de t•xc••ption 1nt$ Illinois. .\II tl1e othrr,., 
of t hnt might,,· HJtriculturul biOC..'k wf'rt' tlH'n .\merican lf'l'ritorif' .. 
or pnrts or thf' trHil "· ~l i ...... i.~ippi wildl'rtWS.'i, In llj!ricnlturn l 
f'X]IOSition tlllcl f'duc:Htion. ~<'\\' York ~tnll.' \nts thcrt'fon• n mrm­
ornhlf' Jnl("('ll111kf'r: Hut! ir S,nucu'o(' wus tlw . .;ef'nr of its first ''<'nfnrf' 
in tluu tinH·. tlw Stlllf' .\Jtt'iculturul Socil'l~- wa...; the ,.trOnJt pro­
pul .. ive for("{•. 

'l'hr first StnH• F1tir 1111s lwld in t ilt' then unsettled "'JI"Cf' in 
~yr~&cu,.,... l'illHJt''· IJOmHit'tl h~· Xort h Snlimt. Di\·isiou. TownSf'rlll 
Hml .\:..h :-itrffiS. under the shadow of thr old Court llo)lho', 
destro.l'('d h~· fir<' in IS:i6. I t wn.s ,·isitcd by n c rowtl rn lll!'ill~ frnm 
10.000 to 1;}.000 l'isitOI'S. The s tory o r it. as told b~- the first 
\'Oittmr of the socit't~· ·,. reports. n•uds like 11 chnph•t• or uncirnt 
his tory. l\ot on!~· wns. it 11 f rcc show. but wc nrr told that 1111' 

out stnndin~ fcnltll'(' \\' liS 11 d inner .-.crwd to 1,200 people by minf' 
host o r t he Syt·neuxe IIOJIS(', II fille Ct•ntru l ~t>\1' York hostelry of 
that. dHy, UnfortUIIH t rl~·. thf' ntlendance of tlw gentlc t· Sf'X wn,...; 
not lar~c, 11nd when we look fot· the CIHISC we find 11 ~trim for!'CII.'>t 
of f uture S t11te Fni r t roubles. In " word, the wcnthcr was lmd 
during the t.wo dii~'S of fh<' fnir. But nothin{!' could dampf'n the 

1>11. ,JOltS H. How•: 
~~·nH'U'(' Jh•r~t ld. ~.•·r~to'lht'. X. \'. 
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enthusiasm or lower the pride of the societr and ifl; army of farm 
followers a.s thcv eontcmphttcd the results of their brave CXJ>Cri­
mcnt nearlv 90 'rca~ ago. It is needless to say that the exhihits 
of fnrm p;oducr:s represented the cream of the far m indust ry or 
the ti me ; but we can eMily imnginc the villnge \'isitorr; gnzing with 
spechll intere<st at the ntTIIY of primitive mcchanicu\ wonders. 
F irst of t1tesc, in the order or importnnce. was the lntcst model 
or the threshing mnchine of the cul'iy fo•·tics; a nd beside it woa 
1111 imptes.'lh'C AAAOI'IIliCill Of Sltl\W CUtters, farming mills, plows. 
harrows, drills. crudles. scythes. pitchfork~ and horse rakeH. 'J'h(· 
plow was not only 1111 honored s:nnOOI of grinding farm i:•bor ; it 
wns a center of sport ill!' ri\'alrit'ti in the earlier state £airs. 

The plowing contest. as it WaH tlwn sta)!ed, was a rnce thnt no 
athletic competition or modern dayg <:ould match in the point or 
muscular st rain and dogged endurAnce. The Syracuse plowing ff'lo;l 
Willi of necessitY conducted outsidt> of the Pair Grounds-on u 
loc~t tion in On0ndagu Valley. Hut the s tar exhibit of this kiml 
in Stutc Pair history Willi l$Cheduled At RochC!>ter two yenrs htl t>r. 
'!'here 18 plowmen ente red the competition. A <lllllrte r or un n<: re 
wns lliiOw<'d to ench te~nn, nnd t he time limit Wll.'l nn hour nml n 
qwu·te1·. Undel' the rn·~c,·ibetl conditions. the contest wns btJ IWI'<'n 
ho rses nnd plowltolderf;, no drin•r); being permitted. Jl il-1101',\' iN 
m nl<' fl'l to t he winner or thr match: but we learu from the ofllc inl 
llllllfliS of the societ;-.· thnt "sen r(.<Ci;'o' tWO Of the J:lj>CCintors could 
H~ree a.<~ to the indi\'iduals to whom the premiums Mhould be 
ltwarded.~> 

With the S;-.-rucu~e Fair or 1~ 1 the curtain ratie on n M.'ri~ 
of annual expositions by which tht' State Agricltural Society &tend. 
ily enhanced the \'alue or its <'ilucat ional ser,·ice, dignified in 11 
J)()pular way the industry of the r11rm. and, as its auxi linry fnir 
Attractions were expandt'd nnd diversified. (."'ntributed much to 
public rec:rention as well mt cnli~:htcmm•nt in its c ircuit or :\ew 
York communiti~. One or th<' ))('s t proofs of the imporhmcc or 
it,.; ent<'rprise in the distant ;-.·cnrs ill S<'Cil in the array or Americun 
c:eiC'brities who honored t he J.'nir with their presence and uttl'r· 
llllCt'S. The SyrRcusc ]•'nit· of IS·.Jl was signalized by nn nddr('S.<t 
Oy P resident Eliphnlct ~ott of llnion College, an cducntot· ol' 
C,\'l' lopedie dist inction; and he wus the initinl figure in 11 lou~: 
procession of State Pair notnblcs. which included former Presidl' llf 
Martin Vnn Buren, President . • J ohn Tyler. the histor ian, Ocor~c 
Rancroft. Silas Wright. Vice Pres:dcnt )Iillard Fillmore. llenry 
C:lny. DAniel Webster, Oo\'ernor Willinm 11. Seward, Stephen A. 
Dou~:ht~: and. in our time. Theodore Roose\·clt, William II. Taft 
and Woodrow Wilson. Wehs tt' r 's S(>et'eh was deli"ered at thc 
Hoehester State F'air or 1843; and in it he \'Oieed his ndmirntion 
of New York 's enterprise in SliJltllying the transportation needs 
of formers by constructing the Erie Canal. 

By the F edernl CeiUlUS returns of 1920, the lllst relinblc and 
nvailnble records pending the census of next year, New York 
ranked 13th amonJ! the Mntes in the tot Al wtlue or the fnl'm 
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product;. nn<llivestock. But. this proud fac t must be contemplated 
in connection with New York 'A unri\'alcd primacy in finanet. 
commerce and mHnn fllctHrt'l'l eombin<'<l , a nd also in urban popnln· 
lion. Con,.idl'rin~ our prc-emincucl' iu this r<'Speet nnd lht' 
nt lemlant ch·il't t o our ci ti<"S, the hi!(h ruling of Kew York as nu 
IIJ!ricu lt urnl State if! A distiuction that. mfltches, in its wAy, the 
other <'lrmcnt~" of ~ew York '.s gt·cntn eS~S. I t is n distinction we 
could not, bonwt if the fo tmdntion.'l of our f~trming industry had 
not !)('{'n lai c! deep nnd st ron~ in the long years when the Stnte 
AJ!ricnllurnl Society wa:;. marchin!f at the vun of our agricultural 
llR.'>OCintions, and !'itimulatin~ and enlightenin)f the nrmy o( [arm 
workf'l"ll throuj!h itl) s tate fairs nnd allied undertakings. F or 
Heflrh· GO \'('atS from the date or the initilll SnaCU);(' Fair until 
the r.'rst !o; ~·racnse Fair held under State auspites in the adminis. 
trot ion of 'aon•rnor 'l'IH'odorl' HOOSC\'t'h , thl' annual State exposi­
l iou WMI 11 001l1;lt ll lltlv inCr('HSiug dt'lllOilStrotion of the dC\'OtiOn 
of the soci{'l\' to the Cause that ini<i pired it~ original organization. 
Jn N'lhnntillg the II"'Cneie~ nnd influ{'nce which. within the lus t 
l'ou•·sco•·c , .{',u·s nnd fen. luwc contributed io 1'\ew York's merited 
r enown II.S.II grent 11•••·ieultund Stntc, we mus t ASSign IL lat'!fC shnr{' 
or thl' c redit to th~ pregrlltu t record of t he Stnte Agriculturnl 
Rocict,·. 

It n'mst bl' n NOut·ce or gf'nuinc Nntb.rncl ion to a ll patrons of the 
S tatc J.'nir ns I know it will he to the !oi;-.·rncuse public, to r('fleet 
thnt thi1:1 n:emorinl builclinJ,t and its interest in~ contents will !;:land 
as n rl'mindl'r to the host !S or rutur(' fnir \'isitors of the t ruly 
(latriotie And prOtlueti\'e SCr \·ie('>: or tht' Still<' .\j!ricnltnral Soeict;-.· 
in the ;-.·ears that hn\'e passed. 

C'0\1~1~10!\'):R l'nna:: Thf?lt' int('rN;tin~ cer<'monil'$ w ill f.H> 
hrou~ht. to n e]oS(' in this mHnncr: Quitl' without the J.)Crmission 
or knowiNI~<' of the indi\'idnnl to w l.'om I 11111 re(crrmg. ] . om 
Jrllillll to Cllll Iii hi.; feet the iOth 1-'r'CSI(~('Ill or the Sta!C Agrum l· 
tuntl !-iociet.'·· n mnn who hns shown Ius Jo,·<' r.or ng-nculture ~s 
\\'I'll US hiM fii'Of('s;.o;iOn/1] ft•chniqnC ll.'l i lll III'C(llteet, Hilt! [ Will 
]ll'l'SCIII IU;'o' fl'i<' rHI. ,\lr. A. fJ. Brockwn~:· or Syr.llClli';C. 

This b1·in~s. m;-.· frit'nds. this intel'(':.;tm~ ~C t'\'t{'f' to 11 close. 





• At Dedication and Unveiling or Memorial Tablets-Witter Agri· 
cultural Museum, State Fair Grounds. Syracme, N. Y., 
Auguet 29, 1929 
Commissioner Pyrb, Mr. Witter, and my friHJda: I a m very happy aad 

proud to be ' able to take part in thi1 little ceremony today. I have· knowsa 

~~o!, ~m~n11:n~ ~~:~:~:~ t~j ~~i:OZu:~~~ 
11~e 1:!n~ ·!~ b~ldJ!1;:'t! :: 

:::~et t1~ef:: :•!,. .. !~ ;;r;~d;11~~- ·,~~~:;~e~h:·P~=~:n•;b~f tb~ ~!~ ~~:t 
State A{licultural Societv, who 1 am happy to aay Ia with ua today to take 

f:;!,!~ .~: !~~!·~en~n~ ;~i~i; ·:~~~~- «l!,&l~~~n~f tV:ee !~~!o~;~ beeo cbrittened 

There are two tablda which we are puticutarly to unveil, but before we 
come to that part.. may 1 uy a brief word in regard to the State Fair it.eelf. 

Thill morning I had to talk along more or lesa Aet lines in regard to a big 
&tate-wide question that aft'eeta the lives of all of Ul . Thia afteraoon I wut 
to hi.\"C an opportunity of taying a few word a ' about. the fair tt..e.lf. 

All of ua who hne seen the fai r, who hne been in touch with it.. progreu 
and ih g-rowth durinJ! the yean ha,·e bten imprHitd with the t pleadid 

:!:e~,p~s:r~ei~~:t~~~ ~h~:ek u~~~~l t~~· th"!a:e!~~e 
1!/' u!: M:!~1!f~a!1'=; ;~ 

,;ou• fair. ' 
That bring• up a que:stion that. ie of interest to the people of the St.ate. 

At ~·ou know, a large part of this fai r 1& compoltd of old building•. wlt.b 
antiquated f.leilitiet: building• and •tructuree that were put up a generatloa 

~~ ~orr~p~:~~d~~it~a:oc':~~ea:c,~ei~;!~~~.d.~!e~~~~~re:??: w~~~i~:·e:bfb~~ 
the product& of the State, both agricultural nd, I think, industrial. 

That brings up- the economic qut'&tion 11 to wbtother or not the people of 
the State ban any r ight to ¥0 on puttin~ in a gre1t deQ.l more money Into 
the phytical end of the fair which, after aU, is uHd only about tilt days out 
of the entire year, one week out of fifty.two, arod remain• elOitd. lyiq 
tht'ire Idle during l11e other fifty-one weeki of the year. 

We are drav:in~ toward the completion of a tplendid plant for the fair, 
.. ·bich ••as worked out under the administration of mr predecenor, Cbarle. 
E. Hughes, in 1910. It wu oonceded at that time that it wa1 an ideal pro­
gram, and wd bn-e followed pretty well along the linet of that program for 

~~~e!~" f~~:.ra,I wt~iC:k,i\!w~~~~~h~
0t ~bee F:;:::;i~~ ~!n~~~i!~g!!~ ~<t~aU 

importaot that "''e ahould de,·iH MrM kir1d of a new program, and one im­
portant question for a.ll \\'ho are intueated in the Slate Fair, Ia the problem · 

of tr,Ying to devise 10me means by wbi~b this great aerea.r, theM ftne 
build1n;rs, thi• great plant, may be of more use to the peop·Ie of the State 
especially during the other fifty-one weeks of the year. · 

There have been a great many plan1 su~guted, 10me of them of great merit, 
but we want ttill furt.her auggNtions. \Ve ought to bear from net'f seetloa. 
W"e ought to hear from every man and wom&D, yea, tnt)' bo711ld gtrl, .btu· 

. ! 

.A I 
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ti~d 0~n tl~e ~ur0e1 C: ~:!. ~r~&! ~~)o!it~~n~a!n ao~d~~~d~:.~~: ::~:~ 
prize to be determined t,. the judges. 1 think that 11 the fairellt wa,_. priu 

}!r t~:e n;:~u;: d:~~~:~~l !f tt"
1S~~: ;~:!, 'tb: ~~:!:. ~~~ P~~n~~ifdr:;:. 

. with the ldu in mind that they 1ball be uwd durin&' the ftfty-two weeb of 

the year, instead of one wetk. 
And so from now on, the people of thi.s State tan UIM their brain .. uae their 

imagination, and I hope t hat they will all eompete for thi1 priu. I t i1 my 

IUgs:!e&lion that letters whkh will be 'A'Titten and auggutiona whleb will be 

made, ahould all be ~ent to Commi11ioner of Agriculture Pyrke in Albany. If 

be i1 .,.·illing to ac:t as a dearing hou~ J a.m 6Ure that thi1 wi11 be a very 

pracUeal method. . 
I would further ~ugge.t t hat the jury to dt<'ide who hu oft't'red the beat 

plan 1bould be oompoeed of the mana,:era of the St:lte Fair it1t1f and the 

member& of t11e A~ricultural Advi:~orv Commisaion. That ~ml1ination would 

be a nry happy one. There a re nien ·and w<~men on these boards and we will 

~t a fine cros• ecrlion of the people who a re interested in agriculture and 

1n Industry repre&entative of the whole St..te. 
So oow 'o\'e can go to ft. and ma:r the bH.t man or woman, boy or girl win. 

Finally y.·e ('()me to the df'dication of thew tablf'tL I am told that one of 

them Is to rom.m('morate the ~tn'it'K of t lw> pc.'OJ))e " 'bo were THJI'Onlihle for 

most of Ul being hen today; in other y.•ords. the an~tora, the people who 

eettl@d and de,·eloped the land known today as the State of Sew York, the 

veo.;;,1; :;hoe:a~~~~~to ... me :eil~~rr::!~!:;~';':!: t:fe !~~"!~:~~,r·~~ea. of t he 

oldeat ll(l('ldiH, one of the olde~t or,ani,..('d grou)'A of people in the hiat.ory 

of our State, the New York State .o\J!ricultur:~ l Soeiety. I am orery pToud to 

:t!~~~t )~~~~~~h
1a:~~ a;~~~:!!~:! a;,:N~n:• o~ ~bek)=:~~::~r:e~~~i:~: 

He wu a mf'mber a ll :hit \ife And m:'' fntltcor ... , , fll mernlM!'r all hia life, and I 

became a mE"mber about twen1:'' :''f'Rr~ af!O and 1 11till am. ln 1ll the puaing 

yean of «"hnging conditions of lifco throu~h the ar~ultural part of the State, 

the New York S tate Agrkultural !='ociNy has ra rried on, it baa had ita upe 

and downa, it. bu had ita periods of grl"at U~l"fnhK"~R and of IHM!r utefulneu, 

but today It i11 not only a J:!Oin,l! ('ODI"Cm, hut is 1\·orth ket"pin_,l! going, not for 

historical rca110~. but. ll('f'&UIIt of it5 real uK'Ifulnt'!s to the State u a 11'bole. 

Under the prH idency of a man who bad a ,·i&ifm and l'l atirk·to-lt·h·encee 

!~o~~:i~ ~~1ir~~!~.i~~r;s~b~'~~·c~!:~~-~~~t;l i:h!!;"~e li:!~;"n~ t!~~ t!:! ~o~~ 
lo unn il the twin tabldL So, I think ROl\' we ban rome to t he point wherco 

the twin1 «"In start their work. 

ifr~ i~~~ ~~~~~hn~ ~me~o;·e:!~"t;~~~riptions on these tablet.! 

TABLET :SO. 1 

''THIS BUTLDJXG ERECTF.D BY THE STATJi: OF NEr- YORK lN 

TBE YEAR OXE TBOt:SAXD ~aXE IIUXDRED A.'\;D TWE!<."TY­

EIGHT. CO)l:UE)JORATES THOSE BRAXE )lE~ A~-n WOME~ WHO 

IX DY·COXE DAYS L!ID L~ THE WILDERXESS TilE FOUNDA­

TIO~S OF A WORTHY AXD EXDURIXG Cl VILIZATJOS. 

"HERE \\1LL BE G_.\THERED A.'\:'"D PRESERVED THE DIPLE­

MEXTS A.'\;0 HASDICR.-\FTS OF THE PIO:s'EER AGE SO THAT 

POSTERJTY SHALL NOT BE IGYORA'S'T OF THE l!EA...~S BY 

\VHICB OL"l\ A."'\CESTORS )JADE BOTB A L lVlNG A.''D A LIFE 

GPON THE LA-'W." 
TABLE"l' NO.2 

"THE :SEW ' 'ORK. .STATE A0RJC1.JLTURAL SOCIETY THIS 

TABLET ~1E-'10RIALIZES THE COXTRIBUTIOXS TO AGRlCtJLTURE 

OF THE NEW YORK STATE AGRJCULTURAL SOCIETY. · ORGAN-
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IZED IN 1832, IT HAS BEEN THROUGHOUT ITS m.sTORY, A 
'fRAJL-BREA.KER m AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS, IWlliLE IT FUR,. 

~!SHED EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN llA.NY AGRICULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES, THE NE\V' YORK STATE FAIR. WBlCH IT ESTAB­

LISHED IN" 1841 A..''W CONDUCTED UNTIL 1900, STILL REMAINS 

THE :MOST llO~'"UMEXTAL OF ITS MANY ACIDEVEMENTS. 
'.fHROUGH ITS JXITIATIVE WAS ERECTED THIS MUSEUl(. 
\\il llCB BEARS THE SAllE OF ITS SEVENTY-THIRD PRESIDENT, 
DANIEL PARRISH WITTER, FAJUJER, LEGISLATOR, AND AGRI· 
CULTURAL TEACHER.'' 

May our tlilldren and granrhi ldren come into thla room, yee, and our reat-
f~:n~~:!~~,e~b=• o~":u~.:~~:o~t!~o e~~i::n• :~ ~::::."£/:h~i::rof :: 
work which ,_.e do today, and ma;r the Xew Fork State Agricultural Society 

be going in t.bose day1 in the d1m, di•tant future and celebrate their two 
hur1dredth annh·enary as well u their eentenniaL 
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