
Franklin D. Roosevelt- "The Great Communicator" 
The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Political Ascension 

File No. 343 

1929 October 17 

Remarks - Saratoga Battlefield, Saratoga, NY 



Remarks of Governor Roo~eVelt on Oceaaioo of Visit to the 
Saratoga Battlefield. October 17, 1929 

This country baa been made by Tim lt:urpbya, by the men 'tn the nnb. 

Conditions here bue called for the qualities of heart. and head that Tim 

f.141..- ~%h~1:a!o:: ~u.c: .:~n~n~ ::er~i! o}ti, ~o~!'-~e!gr!~~e t~a!~ 
more than to the generals that we are iDdebted. · 

I9~e.:!of~1s~~r ~~~:h~~ :!te:!e~~:sf:~a!;e a!{;~!cJ~ ~~!o~~~~~::~~ 
~~~:. ~u~· o~e~ ~~~:ldm~~~ ~s""!~ 8!:!!~ :.read~:~~ b: ':1: : 
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Yisualiz.e the hletory whleb was made here. We lhould have ao~ eeatral 

:ro~1Jrb: d,~~ct, ·~::..;!~ 1~o knowled~ whatever of military ecience 

lD the geographies in aeboola, the poaitlon of the 13 original eolonlet, 
abowing how the Hudaon Valley formecl a dh·iding line of the colonies and 
control of the n lley would acparate the eute.rn from t he ~·estern part of the 

~!~:e:~:~e:, a:a B~~gol::k 10
:fctt ~ d~beab::tle~ t-::tgb~~~!~~:;'--..;hr:: 

extencb from the St. X...wrence through Lake Champlain and alone the Hud
ton river to the sea, aplit In two the New England St..at.ea and the South. 
lt waa to effect a definite dil·ision between force• in the two aec:tlons tha.t 
the Briti1h made their drh·e up the rh·er to Kingston, and dowu from 
Canada until 1toppcd on the ground where we now 1t.and. Their plan came 
elate to sutteeding, and ••ou.Jd ba,·e but. for the eour•ge of the men who lie 

bu~i:: ~:d:~!taG~,~hr~~~~~~~~e:~~~·h,:a~~n~i~·ie: ~:u~;;f:lea ~~~nal •brine. 

We muat not. let So.ratoga become jult a point of intereat, but the National 
Go,·ernment thould rightfully and properly take up the cause whleh the 
Stale hu started, and retogniu in thia apot a nst1onal ehrine. This field 
.... a• the acene of much more than a battle. It was the scene of the birth of 
American Jndependence In fact, just aa t urely aa the Declaration of l ade
pendence ••u the birth in theory. The fteld, therefore, is a •brine. It is 
more than a battlefield. The State Oonrnment, the admmlstration, and I am 
aure the Lc!gislo.ture, will continue slowly but del\nltely to round out thit 
batUefield and make it a real national ahrine. · 

!l 
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eradicated as soon as possible , but on a battle-

!1old liko t his at 'laratoga, "" ohould bo able to 

viaualhe the h istory which was made here. 'te 

ahou.ld have some central spot from •h'lch anyone 

with no lr:no«ledga •hatsver of military eoiencct 

should bet abls to understand it. 

In t h e ge~ographtea in schools, the position of 



the thirteen original colonies, showing how t hs 

Hudson Valley formed a divi.dinK line of the 

colonies and control of the vall ey 'WOUld separate 

t he ea stern fro'l!l t he western part of the t h irteen 

colonies ae Burgoyne sought to do, should be 

t a .. ght the pupi ls . 'It' a must remember J as we hark 

bact to the batt l e , that the valley which extends 

f r om the ~t , Lawrence through Lake "Thamplain and 

along the Hudson 'River t o t he sea , eplit in two 

t he We• i!:nKland ~tatoo an d tho South. It was to 

e rre ct a definite divieion bet11t'een f orces in t he 

two sections that t h e Bri tieh made thei r dri ve up 

t he rh·er to !Ungeton, and down from ~anada u ntil 

s t oppe d on the g r ound wher e we now stan d. Thei r 

plan came close to suc:eedin&, and woul d have but 

for the courage of the men trho 1 ia burt ad yon dar 

and their coMrades w"to surW'ivsd the terri fic: 

battle . 



The Fed&ral Gove~rnm~nt should mak e thie battle-

fietld. a national shrine. •a muet not let ~ratoga 

become Just a point of 1nte~r8et , but the; Jatlonal 

Gove rnmont should rightfully and propotly take up 

th8 caUI8 which the ~tate has atarted, and reeog-

n i le in t h h s pot a !'1Ational 9hrine , This Ue~ld 

wae the ecene of much more than a battle. tt R S 

t h8 scene of the birth of .American Independence in 

fact, just ae s urely as the Declaration of Ind.ep-

en dance •as the birth in t heory . The Ueld, there-

fore , is a sh rine. It is more than a battlefield . 

The State Governm8nt, the administration, and t am 

s ur8 tne Legiftlature, • ill continue slowly but 

dofinito1y t o round out thia batt1o fio1d and qh 

it a real national shrine. 

"aratoga llatt 1ofia1d, 
October 17, 1929 . 
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