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Before Thirty-filth Annual Convention of the New York State 
Federation of Women"e C1ubs., Albany, N. Y-. November 1~ 
1929 

tio~o~i':~·e:~~~:n!:'~e ~~~e~~!:!n, :rn~~~=o:.n .. :e Jr:::n.:~:; 
state pri10n1 and- also .,·ith public 11pirited mea and •·omen who a.re inter· 
est~ &l)d experienced in prison problema of n.rioaa kindL 

It It well for ua to remember at eitiu.ns of the State t.hat while pri10aera 
a re confined in part •• punishment for erimn against. toeiety, tbey are aleo 

!:r:~~;. ~::~~f'::!::~bo~h:h::em!!':!i;~eM~~1e:r~. ~:"t:!1~~i'!~~::; 
when we read of a prison sentence to think that the man or woman aen
tenced Ia removed automatically and for a ll time from community life. 
We give too littJe thought to the fad. that about ninety-four per eent of 
thOM .,.bo enter state pri10a return at eome futu re date to the community 
u fret per iODL 

m! =::~!!e~~o;~t:u;,:!! !:e U:.:V~i~o~~~J' ~fgf=k~~; 
themaelnl fit for a future retum to aot"iriy. 

co~i~~o~~pr;:•tc~e t;r!~:.ub{;e: ::~"~b.~Pt~:~t!:e'!~~.·~~n~:J•P~~,!!!~c;'~ 
ic~mr~;'t~t:o;:i:~:"!!~ ~:r n:~1'J.:t'u~~ ~~~~r~n:'~~l~r0:1ke}!r!~ 
t ories, or the institution• for the eare of the mental deofect.ivee. · 

At the conference yesterday it wa1 the gooer1l ('()n&ensua tha t the date 
pvliey thould be to reduce the r.gular capacity of pri10n1 with the ultimate 
~~~ of bning a total priaon population of Jr.()() at Sing Sing; of 1100 at 
Uannemora; and of 1000 at A.ubum, aDd of furtht\!r removing from Auburn 
the l 18 .. ·omen priaonert who are DOW t.ltere. 

Thill mean• tbat ... e must provide new a~mmodatlon1 for 1,773 prieonen 
and, in addition, pro\·ide during the next five yun accommodatioas for ao 
estimated inerease in the pritoo populatioa amounting to about 3,000 
ptltooer•. 

l t wlll, therefore, be dialrable and neeeaaary to ntablisb a MY priaoo 

!.~i!~"f l::r:.~te:~~h!~ !:e t~:o~ft~~~e~f t:;a:~~~~~~~ti !;~~~i;~t! 
r:beri:i::r ~~b: ~~;; ~~~h' ~~:nt.~e:!n~~;· ;r?m ~5~ =~~ ~~ 
C~ld~n";. o.'n~h:or~S:natpo/r:!:!~0~n ~~ ~~~t't~o:! in~~o~~ ~,..:0~ 
~re~·e "!!Jt ~ !:o~i~bife ~~i~; a~!:~e::!e:~:·u::e ~:~:=~~;~!n~ 
that the. seeurity of the pritone.n eoofiocd in thia new type of pri110n eould 
be adtqualtly mainta.ined. 

Next, it is absolutely essential that. the old eell bloeb in Auburn and 
Da.nnemor& Priaon1 be replaced immediately. 'When we realiu that tbeae 
old cell blocka date back f rom 50 to 80 yeara and that tbe.y a.re a. diqra.ce to 
the State f rom the. point of...view of good health ud proper aanitation, ] am 
certain that there will be general accord. 

J abaU, a• a reault of the.e conle.reneea, recommend to tbe Legialatun 
the etlabliahmtnt of a polleJ to be followed for a pui~ of 6Te 7e&n., tbia 
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J:lley involving the ultimate reduction of Dannemora and Auburn to 11000 

~:a!: ~~c~P~~~ct:~: :~1~inl~~
0~n~~0u!~~~i ~ie~'1t'~~ 

appear adriaable to increase the number there, &ad tloally tbe immediate 

authorization of a new priaon to be built. without ateel ~11 bloekl and to 

boT: •=nlrl.o!e:'~r discu .. ion involved the que~tion of pritoo fare aDd 

u a result 1 ~all uk the Legialature for an increase of appropriation• to 
warrant an increue in the c:o.t of the daily priaoo ration from 21e per 
diem to 26e per diem, and further permit the emplop:nent of a trained 

dietitian to auperviae an priton fare. 
In regard to the pre~~ent ayat.em ·which in 10me priaona a llowa tho~e Inmate. 

who bappe:n to ha,·e money of their o~"D or of their family to buy addltloaal 

!:! ath:r~10!~!~fd ·~ ':o h~';:C:~!~~a~i~~~~~~~e!ohathee •!li~lo:~dm:~~ta= 
prisoners. We, therefore, agreed that it le proper at tbi1 time to eeta.blilh 

a principle that the Stale ••HI aeek to pronde work for e\-·ery pri.oner aad 

~:e:!~!ea:~~~t!~:!r~=~ !!i'pr~::;r a;~.l~t;~':~t~i~w~i!.! fr'::d::~ 
outtide any money but will be required to pay for bia extras from what 

bel~·~~ ~~~:!~~~~te &~~80;;inei ple eannot be put into eft"tet u ntil t.be State 

Ia ;in!u~!~i:~ ~ ~~:v~~~h~;r~m;:~~[ :::.:;:,~rrof'::r:i:: Consideratioo 

Is now being given to the possibility of the establishment of a parole eoun 

to take the place of the p~l(!nt State Parole Board. A court of thi• kind 

would tab over all matters which are now ll&ndled by the parole board, 

and, in addition, • ·ould be aaked to make reoomruend&tiou to the Go,·emor 

for commutation& of .entence and to make innatigatlona for the Governor ia 

the ,·ery large volume of cues v.·hieh now go directly to t he Governor. 
'fhi• i• a subject ln\·oh·ing 1ucb grave question• that the final tet-up 

ean.not be decided at this time, but it is, I think, felt by all, who are ba 
elo.e touch with the prttent aituation in rela tion to parote. aDd 

commutations of aent enee. that great impronmenll can be made. 

I am ,·ery happy that Senator Baumes and the other members of the Crime 

Commiaion an «))perating 10 heartily In trying to find with me .olutlou 

for these problem.. . 

I ! 
I 
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