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(t) 
I have just returned t:r\lm a t wo-week a 

automobile oamp&ign trip t hrough the counties up-state. 'I• 

passed t " r Ciugh the beaut ie s of our Fl ng.,r Lakes Park r egl on1 

Our Allegany Park Region,our C~ntral Hew York Park Reg i on, 

and many other purk areas. \'l e stepped. t o loC'k at oome 

o! C'ur park 1rnprcvem~nt a . We saw the tac illtiea provided 

fe-r shelter , f or p icnicking , for camping. We could see 

a l l the «<C'nder~l possi bilitie.J f o r recreation and health­

build ing in t heoe va.at spaces, 'lfhere t he oit1zena of our 

state :ti'l:& enjoy the f h 1 1 1 ti 11 t c1 r ea a r ) nv gor a ng c ma eJ a n 

sparkling lakear ":l' U t! all Ua p 1 eea!!! ana aa t l§'n.c~ 

ct ~lfH wt 1 BffT1'• • 

And a s I drove i n to the City tod~:~.y, • 1th 

1 t s mass of briCk t~.no. ~tC"ne and !Lortar and steel , a a I 

watc hed it s millions crowded into tenement s , office 

bUila.ing s and fac~oriea , as I wa~c:.ed ~he t h r ongs UlilUng 

into the aub.ayti, the elevated, the trolleys, the tax1 a , 

aa I aaw t he ner'\,ous
1
never-ceaa1ng 1hustle and buatle 

ot ci ty•li fe.J tlch: 11:5~ agg i o I • '~ 

..u~rKG?% t · ·a ~• I said to myself "Thank God r or 

Al Smi th and h i s p ark program." 



I! 

I 

NO'II•hu.t was t he fight all about. Governor 

Smi th went into all the facta ve ry carefully. The small 

group of men opposed to the park program on Long I eland 

t ri ed to make it appear that t he Long I a l and. Park Commi ssi on 

was d 'I1v1ng people out of t heir home s dth nx\ed bayonets. 

They appealed, in expensi ve propaganda :/or tn•oteotion to 

t heir const itutional rights, That was all hoku m. On the 

[ 

Taylor Estate , no one had lived for seventeen years, except 

a oaret11ker and a lot of wild duck a and ~ pheasants . 

Th e r eal reo.aon wa s that these people d idn't want t he City­

dweller to ooms out and share in the enjoyment of this 

natural beauty spot ) because t hey sai d t he se c i ty people were 

socially undesirable. Tni a very same Kingsland Wa.cy , now 

Repu b lican boas, oompl!iined to Gover nor S:ni tb •Where can a 

poor milliollllirs go , Governor , to be alone and not be 

botber t d W'itb t hese people• . And the Go'iernor rep lied 

1 why not t r y the Harlem Valley Hospital . • 

But it even went a little deeper than t:1at. 

In ad.d iticn to be ing just bigotted and nar: ow- mi nded , there 

was a 11 t t le matter of dollars and cents i nvolved too. Thi s 

aa~e Kingsland lia11\y was int e re at'!d in t h e Timber Point 

Golf Club immed iatel y adj o1n1ng the Taylor Estate on the 

~ast. He was also f1nanc1a.lly 1ntereatsd in a large t r act 

:!u.f~veloped l a nd to th~ north of the Taylor Estate. If 

,. • could buy up the Taylor Eeta. t e,1'hel cou ld break it up 

i nt o smaller p ieces for aa.le to the Ge-l! Clu b J.iembers or 

{hey could u se it t o enhance the value c;.f dt:; othe r trac t by 

reason C"t t he three-mile shore front of 'the Taylor Estate. 

So that when it was al l sai d and dene, t his oppositiC"n to 

thi 1 park was rooted in a selfish sordid de sire to make money .. 

at the expense of t he people of t he State who alr eady had. 

an oral cption on t h is property. Th is oppos ition of a t ew 



large oontri'but~ to the ca.tDpaign chea' of the Republican 

Party wae enough to block the ent. ire nat.e program !or over 

a year - not only on Long Island but throughout t tle ent ire 

State --- a program !or which the people bad already over­

whelming ly approved a bond ieaue of $ 15,000,00. And remember 

that these opponents were all Republioan,were all influential 

members of their party, and were led by the Republican boas, 

'«. Kingsland Yaoy. And now my Republican opponent has the 

1\0JViihood to ,_&a 10 
fool the people into~ 

bd 8 t ' rt that his party is a l;;;;t;,., ot the State 

Parka System. 



Show me the city dwelhr who baa spent 

tlfty-weeka a year in city~il, transplanted for t wo weeks 

in a camp in tb.e Forest Preserve) with the oaq:~ site and. 

all neoeeaa.ry !u.cU.1t1ea provided by the State tor practically 

not bing. Sho'e/ •• the factory laborer who after a week of 

stifling heat i n the City is able to take hi s c hildren tor 

a day1 8 picnic to the cool r ecesses of a s haded State Park 

near- by where he can enJoy a refr~ehing swim and a peact.tul 
) 

holiday. I will say t hat wh.en the state spends money tor 

such things, it is spending wise ly. For it is investing in 

a better manhood. and womanhood for the fut ure. No false 

princip les of dollar- saving s~ould interfere with this 

program. 



The people of QUeens should be particularly 

interested in State Parks and Parkwyae for two r eaar-n s . 

In t he first place the great parks of Naesau and Suffolk 

County lie at their very doorstep for t heir u se and pleawre. 

In the second place, the se vaet arter ies of traf!io which 

you are now construct ing in your county must be connected 

up with an eqU!'l system of parkwa ys in Nassau County, or 

automobile traffic will be choked. at your county line. YOJ 

oan' t dump the traff ic \ of a sixty foot boulevard. into an 

eight een f oot road. The p lan Of the Long I e land. Park 

Commission ~ i s now taking care of that situation in a v ery 

satisfactory manner , a s you .mow . 
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