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Before Schenectady County Democratic Organization, 
Schenectady • .March 12, 1930 
The B111i11eas of Slott OOtltnnnt~tt 

J am ~peaking here ton ight. not only u a member of our. party, but •s t be 
Con!rllor of tl•e Stale, E~nd I want to talk a little about t his blg busineu 
l'nterpr ise in whirh we All hue an interest, the State Go,·ernment.. 

It u a pretty big busini"U when rou stop to think tl1at the Legis'-.ture hu 
ju"t puled a budgt>t whieh appropriates $309,000,000 for the operat ions of 
the p:overnment for ju11t one year. That'• A lot of money for. any butiM" to 
h ndle in a ~·ear. and the b.:cpa~·us should be interested eonatantly in wba~ 

:.!.::0~~~~~" '':"ih~0ro;;•dinho;~:!hi 1t::i~f~fh~rde;?~~:'! ·~~=~~~ub;:ne; 
:~e:~~~~~~/:i:e:~.?~:=l~!'t!": ~~=-we all t.ke a similar Interest-. e&a· 

I'· ?t3 

. ~----------------~----------------~-------

I I 



l. 

714 PUBLIC PAPERS OP GoVEBNoa ~ 

Tbia bu.ainu& of State Gonrnment. 1..1 a growing one and nothing &D1 of oa 
~aa do vt'ill atop it from gr-o,.,ing. Thia year it will coat. ua 143,000,000 more 
to run it than it cost. last year. Ne.xt year it will coat allll more. That ia 
uet"&U&e oura is a progreui\'f: State and we do not allow our State Activitiea 

::v:~:~n'Ji~~,!'se~L:urc::eti~=.:~~~~~~~!n~:':';!t o:d~~~~·~~ 
ernmental acth·ities muat. increase. Llkewite, u we grow 10 lOCi&) conaciou• 
neu, in our concern for the common welfare, C'e.rtain othtt of our activit~ 

:'::~d!~,~~~t\os~i~~ f~~~fiti:·:. t~: w~"~}"~;:t~n!0;u~~c:~;~ty :~.~:: 
In the intuestJ of the eomnuner11 growa larg..r, we are making a beginning In 
the rehabilitation oi the criminal, a nd many other aimii&T adivitiea call for 
the expenditure of additional State fund._ No one hu any quarrel with all 
tbia, IJccause it i t a natural development. 

whletr:11w:·e~~~ ~~~~:;~r,T~~r~t~u~:i:nda~~~i:;~l~nk!t!~~1i!~o!!~tn ~t!: 
Oovernlllt'llt acti,·itie-11 and we mu11t have an objeeti'f'e. 

If we ronside-r gowrnment us 1.101Uetl1ing more than a nec:euary evil, if we 

~~i~; ::1 ~~Je8~~~~~~,~~~~-be~~:~ ~,?,.)~:~~~v:::e~{e:n!e t!e:at~Jr~mf~a:i:~ 
what condition~.~- will he a few p~11r11 henee, and plan our government to meet 
th011e eondition11. It will uot do to try to look too far ahe&d, howen•r, for 
none of us l1as the propl1etic vis ion to forete11 a ll the chansea •·hic:b will take 
Jllaee in fiflt.>en. ten or t:\'en fi,·e ~·ears, 10 faat are mode-m conditions c:hanginf!". 

There a re some things we elln fairly predict, bo••e,·er. For instance, we 

~:;tw i~·~t~:~~~~a~:·~.:.':u!f.o~~it~~~:~·~~::ri~~ra~u ·u~·;e~e~~ ~r~i=~~ 
the State lftogan a ho~pital lmildinR program of \'ery large dimen&iona, but we 
a re findin~ out t hal we IIIJall lltill lie far abort of bo.pital facilitiea fi,·e yeu1 
from now, e,·eu though "'·e rontinue to build at the pr~t. '"rate. The fad. is 
that we are now tr~·ing to muke up for a couple of generation• of negled... 

!.~~~~~~.:~k t~~jdsetr!~~,-~~t ft~~a:~.:':ei,; t!~:;a;:;. o!;~b~n"~~:~~ 
" ·here these unfortunates were )Int. a .. ·ay in institutJOna we caUed uyluma. 
jutt loekH. up uwa:'' from IIO("iety and )eft to die. lt is not turpriaing that 
with thal a ttitut.Je iew people bothered about the kind of buildings that wen 
l'l"f't"t~ for them or eared nr~- mueh about over~rowdin&-
Toda~· '-"t' han!: an entiretr t.Jiffereut ide&. We bow that a fairly large 

JM'reent age of the mentally ill t'IIID be ~ured and ean be -returned a1 u~~e.ful 
m~n1bert1 of 80Cict~-. Toda.\· we han l1o.pitala inetead of aeyluma and our 
I!OilJlitalt are curinjl tl1ese pt>opll'. But we t'&Dnot produ~ ~urtt, except under 
u.tiAfactory C"OnditioJht. Patients must have the proper kind of li'f'ing quar· · 
ten nnd adrquate food and tender care. 

That means we mus t build more h01pitala and keep on building them until 

::~~~~~:::,· i1~~· si~-~~:,::s:~u~!~~ ~!~p~~~j ~r:dtb~:~:e:: ~~~~:Oi~'l?re~:~ 
inhuman O\'ercrowd i n~. We ought to be aa-apping 10me of our old bu1ldings 
~me of t1U:!lll should han• l..leen tom down many years ag~ut we cannot. 
do it until we l1ne some pia('(' to put the patie.nta. 

While I um ou thi!J subje<'t let me tell you how we b&\'e epeeded up thi11 
-work. You will remt>mber that the Jea1lera of 'he Ltgl1lature agreed 'ft'ith 
me Jut .June to llpproprinte this money at this Renion. In order t11at the 
v.·ork mi~ht flt art nt once it was agTeed that the State Architect miJil"bl 
em11lo~· tl1e extra l1t>l(t ne<'ei!M. r~· to prepare the plan!!. W"hen the Ltgi1lature 
met, a ll th~ planll for these l10flpitala had beoe:n prepared and today bids ••ere 
receh·ed for the fint part of the work, totaling nearly $9,000,000 for 2G 
ll011pital building11 at the new Pilgrim H011pital Ollt on Long bland. The 

~~~~~ctflf:!~ ~a-'~"w~~~:~-~~t~in i!: .:!.~!e~ig:::•h:: b:~~~ •!~ti~~~ J 
boun of the ni,l!"ht ;n t11e State Architect'& ollice, but. that ,P•rt of the JOb. 1 
big ae it wu, hu lx!fon done on time. Bids an to be rectwed on the reet j 
or the work bet•·een now and the met of U.e IDOIIU.. . 
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'llle uJJfortunate occurre.ncn in our pri.onl during the p .. t few mont.ll. 

~~~e J;;::r!~~: ~~~~~.~=~u~~rtcf'J:O:-!r;b!~~ :.'ofde:~r '~i 
bloek1 and other out-worn prison buildings and for the eonalruetionu:l new, 
up.to-d•t.e prisqn1. Now that the publie. ia awake to the terloutaea of the 
problem I feel sure ·r.-e will build t.he&e new pri.ona withln the Dui few 

Y•Ou~ ~~~~~~r s-:a%k ~:: :;:~~ mO:sttt;: ~:;;h~~r::fec~Pr~~n o: ~~ 
parks impro,·ed and made more &cce8sible to all the people. It i1 limc:u1t 
t o over·ntimate the importance of these great natural parks. Tbere wu a 
time when no one thought i t wu the function of the State Government to 
JlfO\'ide parks, but then .there were \'&It stretchn of unsettled foreat. a.nd 
mounta.in a nd meadow territory that &U\'ed u Jl&rka. People. lived in 
~>maHer rommunities and did not feel the need for park 11pace that our 
t"OilJrested JlOf!Ulations han today. 

With the m creasing use of machinH in imlustry our city workere have 
more leisure and can enjoy th~6e park fac ilities more and more. \Ve ha,·e 

~:C~e:~~e ~~~·~~;.~·~o~~; i~~~~~t e~·,;r,~~~!:f.e. ItN~::v t::O:':e ~:r.. 7:!~ 
eight houn. What better im·estrneut C'Rn we nulke In the health and h&lJ· 
pines& of our people thRn in de\·eloping these splendid State parks for the 
JlCOJllc to enjoy when they arc not oomrelled to remain in the citlnt 

I hne BUJ!Se!lted that we create a new park along the btautiful ~oha~·k, 
,·a lley, Jlre~nin,£:" the natural beauties anti mRkin~ I'Omcthlng more of our 
Ua rs;te Canal than just a oommerl'i:ll wR~r":ay. I be.lit'\'e we.should han 
a park--·ay extencling from New York City throu~h the Delaware water-shed 
along the Southern tier to the western end of the St..lte. I think we e&ll 

do a p-Hi deal to make our State l1i_zhwa;n really Jl&rkway• by J.>la.ntin([ 
tree~' and land~~e&ping suitable l!tretchetl a lon,l!: the way. Our h1ghwayt 

::o~::~~ ~;~e~~~~~ko;et~~~n ::~~f~f :n!~~~e ao8n u~:~~ ~~~a~:m plaee 
There is another de,·elopment whi('h if. ~in,£:" to C'Ont.r lbute much to the 

~::"~~';el:;1n;-~!~l»~~e~f v!,':e~~!!~u~ ~: ~~tSl. i.~~:=~eeto Rti~·:r~ro;f:! 
t'&D make eleetricity cheaper ~·e can extend its use and more people t an 
enjoy its benefits. I refer particular!~· to t11e e:<t.('nsloo of eled.rieity to the 
fum11. I doubt if there i11 an~- other "in~le fnt"tor which can contribute 
nHtrP to t11c ronlentment of those who lh·e on our .more remote farm• than 
eleetricity. Where the u~ of eledricit~- hu mnde po!'llible· the intt.allation 
of labor·M\'in~ de\'i<'H on man~· nf our fM r m11. life on thMe farma has Moen 
m:.dt nUrMth·e a nd the ~·oun.z JIC'OJIIe Arl' more "'illing to remain and work 
t he f:.rm~ Thill i11 important to a ll nf tlil, for. of cnuri'C, we cannot all lin 
in tl1e t'it iH aud \' illRJZeS. Someone mu11t J!rOw the thing• ~·e eat. 

The lender11 of the majority in thf' J~ilchltnre hlll\'e, u you know, agreed 
to the crution of A WRl<'r power hQcl~· whidt will rrepare A plan for State 
•ll'\'elopment of the St . l ..awren« n..-onr<'f'f', \Vithm a nrv few r-ea rs the 
lon;:·jl()tltpont'f! hencfit 11 of thi!! natural en{'r~~· will he cnjoyCd by the people 
of the State. 

TltPN arc a ll mAtters v.·hirh will mnkt' New Ynrl: S ttlte a bct.it'r J•laee In 
whl('h to lh·e and tlt:lt. i11 t11e J!OO.l for whid1 "''e should he 11t.rlvlng. 
11u~re is. of oourae. mud1 to he tlnne tll!l ~·et nlon_~;t t11e linf'll of wh&t ~·e call 

welfare meneurf's. The majorit~· JUirtr in the lA';!islature hn• for many . 
~·ear11 been dominnt.f'tl h~· an ult ra -ronH•n ·ative element. which hu ton~tant.1y 
op~ the eocial welfa re prO',tr:un of the Demorratle Party. 1><-spite this 
OJIJ'IOt.ition, howe\·er, we ha,·e lxoen able t o place a ~reat many good law1 on 
the 11tatnte boob and we " ' ill ket'J) on tig11ting until our whole program has 
been enu ted into law. 

Thi ll yeAr the~· propou to gh·e us what they ea ll 11.11 Old A~e Pension 
~~·st~m. Wt-11. I'm not Mti!'lticd ·with their mf'llllllre, but if it'l the 'bt1t we 
ran J!el. we !!hall hn,·e to take il and tr~· to impro,·e tbe law nut year. The 
prOpoN!(l meo11ure doe111 little more thAn rban,t:"e the present method of admlb· 
ietering J)O()r relief. It makte the local welfare • gent the one t.o delt rmlne 
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the amount of relief to be given and place. the minimum age at ~~eventy. 
The bill baa "charity" wTitten all over i t and that'• not my idea of an old 
age IM!Curity plan. 

I hope the Legislature will pau a r eal 48-hour law for v.·omen and ehil-

~~~~ ~~t~nd:n81d'ee~~!~ ~~ingL:!~ i~:r o:::r ~~:ur:,i~t~e!~l:a~i. b:t:e~ 
pau it. I also hope we can get a real occupatfonal dllc&Be law, bringing 
All occupational disease& under the Work1nen'1 Compensation Law. 

The certainty of this expan 11ion In the acti\'ltlee of the State Go\•ernment 
nece~!!luily brings to the f ront a ques tion of bu1inctt policy. If we CAD rea­
llonllbl~· expc:ct it larj!er buctsret every year for a few yea r1, at least it ill 
t.in1c to think of financing our pern1anent imJifO\'ementl 10 tha t l11e cost of 
the p rojt•('L t~hall be 11pn•ad out onr & par t of th e per ic1<l of U8e. Thi1 i1 
part:rull!.rl~· pe rtinent to our h<nJiital problem. L u t yt>a r 1 uked the Le~­
il'llRlure tn a uthori1.e a 550,000.000 hond ls11ue to he ,-otcd on by the reoale 
l"sl Fa ll. Xow, tht're was nothintz re\·olutionary in thnt. The people of the 
~tate h R\'C clelinit.el~· ~one on record in f&\'Or of this policy. The people 
~-ou ltl han! s pproved the bond illl\ue. t nm "'ure. Howe,·er . the majority 
lf".a.d r rl' in the Ltsri slat.ure deereNI othe.rwillif', with the rttult that we are 
IIJlt'ncliusr ' I S.ROO,OOO out of r urrent rennues tbi1 y toar for h o11pita.l a, thu• 
praeti~lly wiping out the !':;tat e'll 111urplu1. 

I ha\'t re:tt'werl In\" requl"ftt for a bond ifl.l lll'l thi1 vca r . but no~· I am t old 
tbt-r fa ,·or delav to 'see wbetht-r Stat e re\'Pnuell i neit-nR or not . and if not , 
then they will 'be ·willin~ to p:u11 a OOnd i l'f!Ue in a llpN"ial M'Mion of the 
Lf1:i11la ture. Thi ll )lOfiition iR more or lc~~t ahflurd. hctltll8e by the end of 
th i111 Wet'k when th e fed eml inrome tax returns are in , v,-e ~·ill know pretty 
'1\'l'll whRt our own income tax return11 will be and '1\' l' ean ~·uP'e pretty defl­
nitl'l~· wha t our receipts will be nr:ct ytoar . We ~n rt~timate our other 
tll:ct:l b~· the UJterieoN! of tl1e put two or three month'- Generally sreak­
ing, t11e other State taxe~~ h a ,·e fallr n nff 11inre tlu• flr"t of the yea r. And 
_nm mni'lt not for~et it ~·ill t"'O!t a bout ~20.000 if we are rompelled to have a 
"J'lC('ial ~a~~ion of the IA"gilll&ture. • 

When you compare the per eapita in('ren~ In the !':t aeU debt dur in.ce the 
,\'e:Ufl from HJIS to 1928. :n•an of raHiol rxpnn~inn. with the in('re.,e In the 
loeAI loonded dcbb in the Sta te, you N\11 ;:r('t nn lcle" of the extent to whi('h 
WC' have been pa~·in.ce for fl('rm:tne•:t iiiiJifiWCtllrnti'l nut nf t'Urrent ta~"· The 
int'rr!'li'C in the ~tate debt w"" $4.91 " rlt'r~n while the 10<'&1 deht . Nmnty, 
tm1•n, v ili AA"~ And cit;v i nrreft~ ~1\f'.!)j ))('f' t'1lpita . 

The trouble iA that there hn11 llf'{"n Inn murh of a i<'ndt>nr~- to J•lay rolitie11 
witl1 tl1r ~ta te hmint'1'11. ThC' E X<"C'IIth·e Bnoht-t 1111!' lu•hlf!ft muf'h h~· elimi­
nn tin-r the tradinS!' h.1ck and fortl t whirl1 wnA thE' mf'fiiO..I formt'rh· u~l in 
J:'IA\,:in~ 1111 the bud~et. lt wn11 11 m 'l tf t>r nf ~-ou a'!Te('hl~ t.o r11l1te t11 e l'Rlary 
of m~· fr!l.'nd 11nd J ".-ould \'Ole fl'r nn lurrrn ~f' for ~·our fri t ncl. or ~-on votl' 
for Rn a ppro11riation for mv oli,.trirt nnd I 'll ,-nte for ,-our J*t proie<"t. 

Thc•rr i" t~lill 110m~ nf it with r l'<.!ll rll to )IW':ll ('Xflt>:lllitn r<'fl.. prindpa llr ~~&I· 
11 ri~ of loc-sl offit'ertl whieh a re t~till flx~t In- Ata tute. I ha,·e been ,·etoin:­
m,n,· in,..rc·n~A in IOt'al CXJlt"lltlit urt'll whlrl1 11'rrmf'tl to me u nwRrn ntM . Thr 
othr-r rl1\' a ~nator from u~t :'lte W:t!' qn it C" t ~~;lk l\th·e Rhflut on(' of m~· ' 'f"lol'll. 
Ynu 'f'lrnh.'l.hly r rAd a bout it in the f•!tf!Prll.. \Vrll. "'' '" nm~t ellntlnate fl()liti~ 
in thf" hut~inelll!l of f!overnmrnt Mme:where, and I am &Orr~·· if my fri('nd on 
the third ftoor felt I .bad llle:pped on hi• toe.. 
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