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Tilt Value of ArbitnatW.. 

1 em nr~· ~'ln.d to h:t.n the opportunity to llddre~tl a youn:z 11nd Yiaorou• 

a~soeiatlon v.•hich bu for M e of itt rrincipal aim!! the promotion of the set• 

tlement of dilfertnce& of opinion by negotiation and a.rbitration, both betwtea 
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their own membera and bet..·een th~ir membert and their empto1eea. l call· 

not apeak too often in favor of adopting the new apirit of williqntu to ret 
together and adjust miaunderatandinga of aU kinds by conference, by alttf~g 
around a table, ra ther than by an appeal to force, whether It be the atron.g 
arm of our military or the equally elrong arm of our eourla. 

Aa we grow more and more civilized, we are learning to appreciate the 
stupidity of quarrel1ing, the futility of trying to force our opl.nlou. oa 
ot.hen without an honeet. eonaider ation of their point of view. There wu a 
famoua pamphlet laaued once entitled "The Age of Reaaon." I think we are 
ent.n lng into tha t age. en.n though a century and a half b .. elapMd alace 
the days of Tom Paine. 

An aaaocla tlon aueh aa yours c..n do much towarda advancing "rea&Onabt .. 
neu," not only in the commercial world but in all m&.tten on whleb human 
beinge differ in their opinions. In an address 10me time ago on the wl.dom 
of our ford atbere in fonmling th is g<wernment on the Jlrlneiple of home rule, 
1 empbu ir.td the importance of increased re~peet for the needs and the opin· 
iona of the minority u well u the majority. The ca \·eman knew no argu· 
ment but hl1 club, and I frauklr confess t hat it is a reproach to our modern 

:~:~li!t~:V:Om~ec~~o':u:v:~,:~.~~~et~:~:e i~o!bt~::;l~~f v~t;, t~aer b;,'t.J:.o:f: 
luting the law court for the bhidgeon. 

l do not think Ute le~al fraternity ibelf need look with &Jiprehenaton oo 
tllia growing r ealb.a.tion t11at a lawsuit is not the bes t l!.tep Wwarda the set
tlement of a d ispute. We will ahn ya need tl1~ n rsed in our lawl to gin 
Ul the benef\t of their knowlPd.ce in attem'll ing to reach a fair dtei&ion aa 
to our rif_lllt& rompared with other people'" •·' _bt in any matter. Tbe pr&e• 
ti~ of 8Ubmittin.c qu~tiOnll to refereez ami to a rbitra tora hu been reeog· 
n i1.ed b~· the rourt• them"t'h t>!<. ..\. Jmo'<l:ledge of our h•gal rl~~:hta In any 
question ill an importnut thin::!. both to t'lea r our minds u to the juati~ of 
our o.,·n cause and to NlahlE" u• tn roint out t o t1ln&e with whom we dlfrer 
the lnjuat it"e of tht'ir 11('m~tnds. But for tlli11 purrnse la•••uits a re not a 
~Rity, unll'fl.l!l we 1ulopt t he atti tude of inf'i&ting on geltin~ what ~·e want 
b~· force of arm!l, or ''-~ for~ nf ) A\\·. whether it ia A ju11t objfoeth·e or not.. 
I han ur.ct'd. anti a m urJ!in~. tht' t'rE'ation nf a ~mmis11ion to 11tudy the 
aimplifiNi tion nf I~ I l'r~lnrt> to makf' nur \iti;,!lllion 11'11111 l'Oid1y, leu unct.r · 
tain. leM cumher110me in it11 operat ion a nd 14'141 of it. If ~·e mu11t appeal to 
the Murt.fl. let ""· at lea"t. baH• rmrh ap~al11 f'f)Uall~· a,·,. ilable to the poor 
a ll t o the rich. Lt>t U!l not llf'lay Ju,.t it"e h~· intt>rminahll' and unn~ury 
rf'tl t ape. -"'1~ then· i~ nothin~ iU~ie~~l in ur~in~ a,·oid ttnre of legal pro
<'('t"'tin~ alt~f'ther wht'ne,·pr po"Sible. In the Nl nle war 1 hne urged the 
incrpa~ and thf> impr M'l'mt'nt of our prison!!. J hne urJ!ed bl't ter mubln
t ry for the pa rolin;:!: of thO!'t" !lt'nl t o pr il'on. hut I flm1 nothing lneon1i1te.nt 
in ai i"O ur~!in:r the e:den11inn. thron~h Jlrobation, or throu~h the fducation of 
our ~·ounJ!. of e\·erythinJ! whi<'h makl"!! for J!rE'atl~· dMreuin~ the need of 
prb.ona. An oun~ of prenntion i11 wortl1 m1K'h more than a t>nund of cure. 
We are t ryin:! to pre,·ent ra ther th:m t o <'Ure 11illf':lllle; we are trying to pre
,·ent ra ther than to t'Ure <'rime. and ~·our I!Ot'iety is among thlll'e bodiea 
which a re t ry ing to Jlre.vent. rather thRn cure. the too ready apptal to the 
judfre rather than to common llt'nl'f: and a mutual de11lre to adju11t our dif· 
fertne8 in a friendly aplrit. · 

1 .. ·ant to appeal toni~:ht. not so mn<'h to ~·ou u t'hrough you to evervone 
•·lthin reach of my ,·o i<'e, to f'top And look at the other man'e silte or' any 
of t he_ ~:real h~n~~ whi<'h cnnfront onr Nation tod11.y. · Enn If we are ftrmly 
convinced that the re t'an be no rNl!IOn or ju11tit'e in any po~~ition but our 
own, ~hould .,.e not at lea11t t ry f'arnf'P.tly to unden t and what the other 
man'• po!!ition i!l in order that v.-e ran cln rly !!how him the fa1~ne•s of hta 
argument! Mu11t we 11tand rontinually. like 110 many Shylock•, demandln~r 
the Ju t ounce of our pound of flf'l!h heoca use it is "an nominated in the bond !" 
What hope Ia there of solution for the ~eRt IJUetltiont .. ·hl<'h are uppen:oott 
in tbe minds of all our people today if part of ua ins lllt on enforcing the 
unenfor~able, a nd the re1t of u!l f!tri,·e to obtain the unobtalnablef 

Take thta gnat question of public u tility regula tion for intlance • 

I_ 
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I belie,·e that the reaour<~e• wbieh nature bu given ue in the matter of 

:;·edre~J:.~r:~d
1~b~Z:id1h::t1d be be r!J~Y~ !!u~~ !:e.::;o~iod'o:h;rfn~t :; 

anvone. That, in ill ideal 1enae, repre.ent., for the preaent.. the unattain· 
able. Some people, on the other hand, who think only in term• of large 

profits from utility corporations, hold that the etrlet letter of the Jaw a.nd 
the eouril thould be in,·oked on every oceaeion so as to get the greatat 

profit.. They, unlHI I am n11tly mletaken in the temper of the AmuiHn 

people. take a poAition whi"h v.-ill be unenforceable. I n th.is at in moat of 

the other lnt))()TlRnt queetionl of the day there exit ts a ailuation where thi11 

great p~lnciple of willingnetl to get together and talk it o,·er calmly, oiust 
be apphed. 

Life, it has been well said, it _ a IU~Ie ion of perpetual adjustments, and 
he lh·es mot~t happily ·who is ·willing to adjust most cheerfully. "Pig· 

beaded" hu become, u it should be, a term of r eproach. "Obatinacy" is not 
a ftattering character istic to apply to any per10n. 

I look to 'your nfiOCiation to help apn•ad thit gospel. 1 eount on your 

support in m'f' eft'orte: to 11lmplifv the Jaw u well u to aubetitute friendl,

arbitration a.ld, mOflt of a ll, t o 'help epread abroad the goepel of a reaiiOri· 
nble undentanding of the opinions of ot11en and a reali7.Ation that a mere 

majorit~ doeA not justify opr~rnaion. The right of a J.!rt'Rt nation to bull~· 

a l\·eaker powt-r mert"ly be<-auH it lu1.s battiHbips and umil'S is no lonrer 

eonaidered 110und doctrine. So, likewise, the tnmendous power of the la l\' 

~n"~r:~e~~~:::~~,t,~,:~o.,~~~ ":;:.r ttu=: ~ft-a0J~l~a6: ~"~':rt!i:,_~;:~. 
1r.;Jt:t~:~~ 

~mall. l\'hen we fiml our~~th'H a t ,·arian<'e with our fellowmen. ,_.e adopt tbMe 

frOOd old biblinl uhortationa "Let ua reason together" and "Thou abalt 

Jo,·e thy neighbor aa tby~e1f." , 
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