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Beginning to-morrow, lle'l"' York State will observe 

conservation week for the eighth consecuti ve year for t~e .. /' 

instruction of the publiQ in the importance of the conservat i on · 

of our natural resources . 

This date ha~ been selected because it marks the resumption 

ot outdoor activities. Winter 18 behind us and our thouehts ~re 

t urning to the open country and the pleasures 1 t holds for us . The 

ice i s off of the streams, - or ought to be, the trout are curious 

as to the new varieties of bait and lures that the anglers have 

prepared. for them, and the ~glers a~e hopeful that thes.e devices 

will insure them full creels. The trout season opens on the first 

Saturday in April and is an i mportant de.y in conservat ion week. Some 

of the forest fi re towers are manned duri~ this week and for the 

ensuing eix months the observers, the eyes of the state ' s forest 

fi re protective system, \Till be on the alert to spot and report 

threatening smoke. Activities are resumed in the state' s forest 

tree ·nurseries , and the shipment of trees to.me.ke new plantati ons 

in the state' s program of reforesting begins. Th:..·oughout the state's 

system of parks and public camp sites prepa2.tltiona begin for the 

millions of tourists and vacationists that will flock to them two 

months l;lence, not alone from this Otat·e but from all over the 

country. I t is quite appropriate that the birthday of John 

Burroughs whose life Wl\S lar gely devoted to t~achin6 the leseOn::of 

conservation should fe.ll in conservation week. 

Real conservation of our natural resourc es as a function 

d stat e gov : rnment is only about tt"tenty years old, although some 

attempts at it were made sixty years ago. When the country was 

oettled, there appeared to b~ no need of cons erving the t a eats , the 

fish, the game or the waters. Within the boundaries of what is no':? 

Nei.' York st:·.te , pn.ct ically all ~hat was not l7ater uas virgin 

forest, - 29 , 000, 000 acres of it • . Game '1'7ae abundant in the forests 

and fish in the st1·eams and rivers. As far as natural resources 

were concerned , the enrJ.y settl ers real ly suffe=ed. from an 

embarrassment of rtchea. OoneervP.tion l7as d.tetinctly not one of their 
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probl ema. The !arcata not onl y were cut to supply the s ettl ers with 

lumber and woo~, but they were burned to clcv.r land f or planting 

and settlement. Ftsh and game were the col:l!::on food, "butcher!.s 

meat • was a r arity. ~ centuries of unrestricted and prodigal use 

failed to r eclucc this t, r eat n{t.tural ':":ealth cnoua,h to warn the people 

that it r.a a not i nexhaustibl e. 

One of the first to sound a note of r.arning "as Governor 

DeWitt Clinton. In lBCn, when the popule.ti on of the state was a 

million and a half end increasing rapidly, he :!oresatt the need of 

more intelligent use of the. fo res ts if the aoonomic l'l'elfare of the 

state \'!e:-e to be maintained. In a mC:JFJac;c to tho Legislature he 

called attention to the fr.ct that \'!e "ere cutting our for ests -r;i th 

no policy of r eplacement and pointt::d out thi! neet! of sue!'! a policy. 

It took the s t2tc sixty years to catch up >.ith Governor Clinton1 s 

underst E'.nding of the si tuntion and t hen in 1885 there uas est e.bltehcd 

a st <'.te forestry dcpa;:tment. Fift c~n yct•.rs l ater the ste>"·e began in 

a small way 11. policy of for est r eplacement by planting 5 , 000 trees 

in the forest preserve. S"rora t hat small bc::;in:'lint; ree have p:..·o~;rosrcC 

steadily until t here have been pl3ntcd 01 cr 200, 000, 000 trees from 

stock r ai sed. in th.::: ~tC'.tc nurseries and a r e not' plant ing more than 

25 , 000, 000 e:\ch ye<.>.r. I am a f irm believer in r ..!forcstati on. ns n 

profitabl e mc.?nB of utilizi ng idle , non-r.grioultm·~l land and have 

planted from 8 , 000 t o 10 , 000 trees a yo~~· s i nce 1912 on my farm at 

Hyde P:-.rk . 

Sixty ye<.~ors ago. the state took i t() first otep in the 

conservc.ti ':ln of wild lif e by Ol'bl'l..i.izin&., a Fiahcri os COI)1.~.'!issi on 

consisting of Hore.tio Seyl!\our , Seth Gre~o.'ll and Robert B. R.oa; cvclt . 

A fc..,. y ec.ra l etcr a f ew &amc p r otec!;ors Yrer e ad..:;.cd to thi s Com.i iasia:: 

and there !fUS built up gradually a Fis!lcriea , Garno and Forest 

Corr..o:tis sion. I n 1909 the stp;..,c took oven· the \TOrk of protecting the 

forests i n the f orest pr ~serve counties from fire and t oday has a 

torest fire protective system covering more thnn 16, 000, 000 ae r eR 

end includin':» ell the lp,r~e forested ?.l·cr.o i:t the stf'tc . 

ConservP.tion grows as t he people r .:::l".lize the need of it . 

Thirty ycc-.ra ago , the Po.lisadeo of the Hudson, those rug,:,ed cliffs 

of sheer rook that form one of the most stritiftg .. eoonio features of 
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tho lol'l'cr Hudson, rerc being conyertcd into tr~p rock at e ro.:-.to th :•;~ 

insured their speedy destruction. The moveme:lt to aP..vo the 

Pelisndeo r esulted in the est:-o.b).ishmcnt of the Pnlis2.des I nter -at. tc 

Park by Ner York and Ncr· Jersey, 171th 45, 000 acres of mountP.ins , 

l'!'Ooda and le.kcs e.nd containing some of t he wildept and eoat rugged 

scenery to be found in the eastern United St;:o.!cs. This g:reAt pnrk 

\71 thin leGs than t>.n hour' s ride of New York c i ty , hP.s repe.i d 1 ts 

cost many times over in tho healthful recreation it he.s afforded tho 

people of N,:,•" York c ity during the hot months . 

Ni e.gnr<>. 7l'.lls , A.,~ rica ' s gr e['.test C<'.tC'.rP.ct , Moccv. o! brides 
t he 

and gr ooms for ncr.rly n c cntury, n":",s fi ttcd into/ st~te ' s conservation 

policy in 1909 nhcn th e St t'.te Reserv:'t ion t'.t lTio.gP.ra l'l'es cste.blished 

to pr~scrve the sceni c bcautica of the Fe.lls. 

The St ... _tc For at Pres-erve nr.s estr.blisCcd i n 1885 E'.nd ten 

yc:-.rs lp.ter ito in!cgrity for all time U('.B insured 'l"l'hen the peopl e 

trrote into the st ... t o cor.st1tution the p:&.·o .. ·is!ons th.?.t it should be 

1!orevcr kept r.o \7tld forest 1~'1d . 11 The Ad1::-oac!.r.ck l".nd Cr.tskill p .... rks 

nhicl;l cont l".in the bulk of the Fores t Preserve vrere es t ;o,:,lishcd in 

1892. T~gcthe:t , they include, rout;.~ly, 4, 000 , 000 :".creo , :-.'cout he.lf 

of t!hich 1B om1ed by the st -"'.te. All state or.ned lr.nd ':':'ithin the 

Forest Preserve counties belongs to the forcst .. p:..::a~rve nhather 

inside or outsi (.e of the pr.rka. T:1e Adil·ondnck pnrk 1s the l r.rt;est 

st -.tc purk 1n the United St:"te!s l'Jld is l :>.rgcr tht>.n e.ny of tho 

N-.t1?nr..l p~.rkB except the Ycllonstone . ':'ii t hin the bound .... r i cB of 

these grc .... t pr.rka t'.l'C tho str.te' a h i C:,hoJat mountr.ins, :'lnd the f orcst9 

on thcil· elopes protect th e sources of th.: st~ I) I o prL'lcipt~.l l'ivars. 

The forests on tho upper slopes of these a ount.'\ins f'.ro ott";': 1.1 ot:'hcd 

l'l'hich precludes their being cut end insures 'f;he conti nur.nce of the 

protection of the upper r.:-.t~J::os of the r i vers. 

I t i s ~a c. grcr.t hu.Ylting ground ~.n~ pl.:-.yground t hAt the 

Forest Preserve i s b~st knom to the public. These gr~at arer.s \.ith 

r. total C'.c:rcC'.gC l~t.er thtoJl some of our neighborinG st ·.tcs prov i de 

BC'.fO end snni tn.ry cp.mping grounds f or hundr.::ds of thousr-.nds of 

vacP.ti ?nists ev ery surnoar r-ho:~ seek the bib ro:;ds to live close to 
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nature. 9 t r teA !'.11 ov er. the enst ::·.:on half or the O"~lJnt:rr c~)I)t:ti'bute 

their quott'.a of o c:··ocrs frO'l l c.tP. June to e"' rly Se!)t ·rr,-.:!!r . T~ie 

devel oprteYlt of forest oor.'t"er:: t i ·r: '::'t'.~ nttu'tB<'. ten ye.·rs ego a r pert 

of the tor cot fire protect1•1 e system. Stone fil·c plc.cn~ '"ere built 

at attl!,:ctivc pln.c l:a nl.on .. ht: .. ~-qayo a>'lO tra1lo th rt htmtcrs nne'! 

c~:.1pera 011:!~t hr.ve pl~ces t o built'. the,.r c ellp fil'f:El ~-:tthout ende.n:..;~r

in·.: the s:. :..· :.· ou~lC>I.!!:. :fo1·r.r t s . The popul :·.rity of these public o; :otp 

sites \":~.l'l 1 r e t i !\tc e.r.d t~e l1 emru1C: for c.cco~.::~ocl,-.,ti :>nG r-.t t hee 

inorct•.Red trej'1entl.ouely fx-o ·1 i'cr r to yer 1.· . Tech•.)' mB.."lY of ther.t trill 

aco:)::t~.:oclatc E'. popul:-ti~a equal to P. ::ood Aixcd villn· ;e . An abundf.nt 

sup-,l y ot fH1l"C ···~-.~.;c ... · , c rr e.ful-11· ;.w•.rdet : ... ·: :·.1ns t polluti~"~n , iA the 

prioe essential c•.t all of tl1eae e i tcs, e...,a a to:reut l'£nf..er 1e i n 

chtt..r.: e of e ro.c h to see t}lt~t. the c ro:tps al·e kept snni tery r.nc!. th.t·.t the 

rei:ule.t.i!Jns r .:. :-.rdin:,. !'ire'! a :rt.; ol>cyef' . T'-:.c Foreot a reoerve is the 

home at the ot r :: e •s b1~ r cue and y i e l d.'J f~:or.1 7,000 to 10 , 000 ~leer 

ec.ch tall ct t:1 n l ew h'.lll(}:r :-c~ "r:>cP..rs Vtl'O~l i r. !0'4." { ooc" r•c.naure;o 

I n 1911, Ner Y' 0 ::' ' e~: ~ e c oor rli nnt cC its vp_rious 

coneervrt 1 n r..ctiviti~s. T:te Co!:&ru.:vr>.ti :n Con ·is 1 -·n 'IT~"> c:-e1•t ec' 

and took ov zr t he fu!lct11')ns of the Fo1•. a t , Fish a.r..r':. Q.,; 1c OOJ:l :1s9ion 

and t~P. '?.r.t ·,r Su.,?lY Oo~.n:ri!'lsion , e..'"l.d si nce t hen all consf'::v:-.ti:'lll 

work has hs;..cleci up 111 th1B Oody no-:~ knoY.n ns the Cons :.:rv~t i ~ TI 

De?a.> tment. Jl ~ .. !u .. TJ.c~i ·me ~r>:o~e ~een ad~e<! f rom tir11e to time as 

co':l.Uiti '!n& r e ·:..!i:;(:r . I n 1909 t he s~."tc tool: ov nr the re:Jn.:-kahle 

collect10:l of :-.. !neTfll. sprln.,;s Ytho::~c medicinnl m.tex·e :-tat. :Jo.:1 e 

S r-.::t.t oc:a Sp:"'~u: a t r.r1ous a.~ a hedt~ r ~ao::-t . T:: e o:p:!':l~~· s unciel ' 

privete om·tcrship he.t~ bet~l' pUI.lpcd for cc.r'r:onio <\O id ze.9 to such an 

extent the.t 1 1~nr of t herl hac! cease<! to f l ot!. Un:'cr st· ~e oTmer ship 

the punpint. fo r ;·;r_s n~.s stopped , many of the t:"e1ls wer e cappod and 

a scientif'i o atuc\!' tl;,;." ua~.e to a.acerta.-.n th.e amour.t of ::t!.ter th1•.t 

the \iP.lto a r.C.: aprin;;o coulr~ b e derpcnUed to p;.·odur:e \'ti thout 

1upo.1r::tent . I n ltll5 tile S r.:-r·.tOf.B. ne~:ervati .,n rtae placed una.cr t he 

jurisd!Cti ')n o::- the Co:.uo·· r vf'l.tio"\ Com iani :m e.nt adrainistere~· P.S e. 

division of -:.h:·.t botty. ,'!n:•:"!i: f ro::t the l'"!Atore~ n :l:a.~~::'l:::,s w· _!" ou >- 111K'. 

tree to t he nublir: P.t i te aou1·oe l!.iid ~inon.l ,.,e.tc:..· batho a.nc! h;'dl·o

therapeu~ .. i o tl•et•.tmenta \1Cl.'O c ivcn. P:-trono.~· e of t:t'! ",Ja.ths incrca.eec~ 

j 
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f r om 10 1 000 in 1915 to 100 , 000 in 1927. This year a survey of the 

reservati on has been made by a comotsat on to prepare a plan for a 

broader and more scientific use of the 1taters wl,th a view to making 

1 t a cure centre u nder stri ct medi cal di redt1on. ThiR commissi on 

was assi sted by eminent medical specialists of this country and 

Europe and reported a plan under l'fhich the drinking of the waters and 

the takin3 of the bathe wi ll be r egulated by competent medical 

authorities to suit the needs of the indi v i dual patient . 

Seven yeo..rs &{!;O the stete undertook the development of a 

unified system of stntc parks, the puzopose of l7hich nas to preserve 

and protect plgces of scenic and historic inte1·est and also p r ovide 

adequate recreationa+ al·ee.s near larGe centers f)f population 

throughout the state . This movement was initiated in 1923 \Ti th 

the organi zati on of the St ?.tc Council of Parks and upon the 

rcorga..""liZ<'.t i on and consolidntion of the st?.te gov ernment in 1927, 

nas made pe.rt of ~he \fork of the Conservat i on De'!'a.rtment , as the 

Divis ion of PP.rks, Today, Ne·:,. York s tr.t o-has a system of st£>.te 

parks extending from the e::-.stern ond of Long I sland to Niagara Falls, 

In the cl evelopment of a stete park progre.m, the anticipated gromh 
t7:",8 

of the . state/taken intOl!X:Onsidera.tion and especially of the larger 

cities; a nd the need of gl'e~>.t pc-.rking areas serving the metropolitan 

districts, the enormous incret-.s~ in .p:>tor ce.rs , ani! the further 

conaervet i on needs of the st;-te. 

The state is divided i nto eleven districts , or r egions, 

eaoh under the i m:nediate direction of a park commission , These 

r egi ons in o1·der are : 

Nt a;;a r a , t1hi ch includes the State Rcs el'VI\tion at 

Niagara, with an approximate aorea;e of 621 acres. 

Allegany, inclUding the Allegany St:1te Park , CUba 

Lake ~escrva.tion and Lake Erie St<.te Park, 1rith nearly ss, ooo 

acres. 

Genesee, including Letch"otth Park , Ge(lesee Region 

Park and parkway, with e little more than s, ooo a.cret . 
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ringer L!lkes R~gion, i neludin{\ ten pl'.rks and reservP.ti"ns 

covering over 4 , 000 ~.ores. 

Oontrr.l Nen Y':>l'k ReE;i C..:l1 i ncl uding ten pr.rks r.ith n 

totp.l l".r ea o'! over 41 000 acres. 

The ? crest . P reserve ~e6icn r:hi ch includes the gre~t 

Adirondack ond 01\tskill Par ks and s eventeen 9t her pnrks, - . _ . 

r eservl¢ i l)ns r.nd pl£".ccs of historic 1ntet•est. This r c::;i :m COV .!l'D 

more than .a,ooo,ooo e.creo r.nd includos the S:"'.r-..togr. $prings 

Rea<3l"V;"!.tion, the BC:1:11!'!.i;ton Bl'.ttl~fi cld P a.rk, the St . Lm,.rcnco 

Rcacrv £O.ti ·m , Lt·ltc Oeor~e BE'.t t lcground P:'.l"k , 01·orrn Point 

Reacl-v.n.tion, Loot er Pr-.rk, St .. .rk r o Knob, the old Senr.te House Dot 

X:i nt,;ston , the s ,.r."'.togr. br>.ttl e ~;onu!'l'!ent, the S.".r.~.togn. bt\ttlef1eld, 

J ohn Boyd Thr.oher Pr.rk , Si r 'iiilli:\l'.l J-.Jh!i.S0~1. rnnns i on , the Hcr lc:imc r 

h omo, Guy P:o.rl• houae, Schvyl~:..· mc!ls!on, Ft . Crc.lo r.md tl)c co~tr~c 

on Ut. UoGregor rrhcl' ~J Gc:J.Cl'l'.l Gr ··.:1t sp:mt his l not dr.ye. 

The '!'t~.eor~o r .;:_! J n con tr.i ni n:; T . .._o,r:i c St .. "tc p ~.rk , Tf'.OOnic 

p nrkw ... y , ROP.rine; B:-::>~k St-t~ p rk , th~ C21.1ton n~usc F'.~ Poughke.,peio 

and T(\ghkC'.nic Lr.kc St ... tc P·.r:-t, •1th r.:1 n.:;g:-e;, ·-.te ".:-or of s, soo 
l'.crea. 

Tho P l"'~ie ~.d~s r est ·m contnine the p.,.~iaP.des I ntc rstt-.tc 

P&I"ke, W':".Ahi:lbt 0:-1 ' o heil.d.C:u n::.:tors :-.t !lc"bur~ , Ter.tplo 3111 , Xnl"lx 

hc."\dquP.rt cr G ,.,_t ::c":""bu:-;:;h r.nd t he St<;>~y P oi:1.t R.cecrv··t i · n , r.ith n!'l. 

aggregC'.te n1·en of over 47, 000 e.cres. 

The Wostch~ett:r r ct,i on includes Ph111pse U"".nOr Hell, 

five n r.tcr fr~.nt p rxke nnd 1:1la'1.d r~serv.--.ti -::ns t>.:1d p:-.rk\7f\ys, v·ith 

n totc.l ::a.re ... of nor.1·1y 17 , 000 :-.cr ~o. 

Tho Lone I alr.nd rcc i :m C~'"ltr.ine t v:cnty- t ro pP.r ke r..nd 

parkr.aya r.nd f ills t".n i rnp,jrt .,.nt pl ro,ce in t h~ a ·:: .... -;;e r e pl".rk e;,• <"~ tcm 

in!provi(iii .ng rco re~.t1 c-nro~ f.:-.c111t1cs f ',j!.' the .:-.~ r;t Ue tropol1t,...n 

district. Dovclopmo:t.tG in t;,is dist r ict have sane f~r....-:',j.·d ro.a 

rnpi dly ns poooibl e , but i t hnn not bet::n possible to r:H·.k~ t>.dequl"'.t c 

provioi-:n :tor r.ll the people r.ho wish to use these p i\l'::a . The 

ett endr.ncc r.t the s u pru:ko durin:; the su;:cne:;.• ru:-~s into oill t -:.ns. 

P icnicking is pcrn1ttcd e.t ~11 the L::.n ... I elc.nC otnte P".l'ke ; . 

cr.mping P,t 71ro t sln..id , Hi thcr Hl lls, Hcckschcr r..nd liilduood. T:'1.cro 

nr c plo.ygroundo r.t Jor.on 3 o··.c!l, 1;o1·tll 1;-.11ey St :.. or-n , lt:-.lloy Str.)rJJ, 
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Hempstead Lake, Bel,cont Lake, Fire I s l t'Jld , Hccltsohor, Sunken W:endon 

and Wildwood p ert.rks . Th ere is surf bathing at J on i3B Beach, Fire t s l nnd 

and Hither Hills , sound bathi ng nt Wildnood, Sunken Mer.don end 

Hith er Hills , bay be.thing C'.t Jones Beach, Fire Island and Hecksch c:..· 

and :trcsh r.l'.tcr bethi n£" l',t Vr.lley Stre::o.m. .At Vr.lley Btrel'm 1 Fire 

I slfo.nd1 Belmont Ln~e, Sunken llc,..dow and Hccksch.Jr , boat ing i s one 

ot the attrections. 

The totel P.ren included in the Long IBlcmd regi on et the 

present time i s over 101 000 £1.cr es end duri ng the r::~.onths of July 

and August , i t provides her.lthful enjoyaent for['. ll>.l'(;Cr . numbcr 

ot people thc>.n eny equnl e.rcf'l. i n the s t P.tc' s pt~.rk system. 

The Erie rez i on includes G::~.nd I slr>nd Sti'.tC P .-.rk , 

Buckhorn I sl.C'.nd nnd four inlP.nd pl'.rks 1 t:'ith n totnl t>.rcl'. of P.bout 

1 1 500 acres . 

To the tourists interested in the er.rly history of the 

country, lie;- York's 1_3te.te system. of ~rks supplies a tter.lth of 

int erasting.ml:'.terinl. History cr.n be studied on the c..round TTher c 

i t l'I'E'.G made. The Hudoon ll.nd Cht'XIplr.in vc-.llcys hp,ve mc.ny pl<>.ccs 

mnde femous i n the strug!)lC of the Aracric:•.n colonies for their 

independence , a."ld i n the e2.rli::r ne.r bctueen Engl;md and Fr!".ncc. 

Stony Point , c r.ptured by " U2.d Ahthony 1 W:-.ync, West Point 1 a strong 

Americr.n post l'.nd the scene of Benedi ct Arnold 1 s trer.eon in the 

AmericP.n Revolution P.nd non the si te of the United St"tcs Llilitr.ry 

Academy, tt'o.shinr;ton' s her.dqur.l·tors at Ne-burgh, the old Scnr.te House 

e.t Kingston v.nd numerous other hi s toric spots e.re Cl'.clly e.cccssible 

t o tourists in the Hudaon Vt>.lley belo\7 Al.O!"Jly . 

Going north frOt'l Albrny, one can f.ollow the trc.il over 

which Gener:--.1 Knox tr:-nsportcd the CPJl.''!O~ cr:!)tur ed r.t TiconderogP. 

to Boston to be used r.gP.inst tho British. At Bemis Heights, the 

highwr.y pe.sscs through the 81'\r':'.toga battlefield t7herc n.:-.s fou: ht 

the bnttle that frustrated the Ct>..mpai gn to divi de the . coloni es r.nd 

brought to their support troops !'.nd money from France. On this fiBld 
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the lines d: tho opposing forces nrc marked and ~- nUt1bcr of tho 

militr.ry 1"1'0rka hnve been r estored. Six miles north of the battle

field i s the Schuyler monurnent T1h1ch ::narka othc place lJhere;:.()eno:-P.l 

Burgoyne surrendered. 

Jus t aouth of Ll'.kC George, along side the h i ghr:r.y is 

Bloody Pond ~d the Leke George bo.ttl efield with their memories 

of the french and I ndia."\ i'i'l".r . At Cror.n POi:lt , the ruins of old 

Fort St. Fred:!rio end ? ort Amherst are grim r eminders of the 

struggles bet~'1ccn Zngl<md P..nd Frr.nce t-.nd X1i.1g George e.nd hie 

Americ ::-.n colonies . The st~.tc park r.t Ormm Point at the r.cstorn 

terminal of the nerr i ntCl'St <".te bridge bc:uocn He':':" York and Vermont, 

contains e. little mol·e ·. thr.n 100 l.\.crcs n..'ld r ccrenti:m f2'.c111t1eo 

!lr.vc bee:l ro.dd.ed to t!:l.e historic c.ttrp,cti ons. 

In the cot.servction of our nr-.tur r>.l r esources, the. 

intelligent oocpcrP.ti "n of the public i s oi gl' C:'.t importr.ncc. The 

l ane t h:-.t aro me.de for the p:rotccti'()n of the str>.ter a 1111d life e.r e 

be.sed upon biological knonlcdgc and if strictly enforced, . cnn be 

depended upon to pr_vent the extermin~tion of r,ny species. KnoY!lcd{;c 

of these l e,>7s by the public :-.nd cooper~tion rt th the duly contl tuted 

P.uthorit i es to prevent viol~.t l?ns of theoe l~ ... ;a tends stecdlly t o 

r~.1se the st ... ndr.rd of " ild life oonscrv .... ti">n. 

Everyone c~.n assi st i n proteCting the f :uests from fi r e 

by being onreful with fire nnd smoki ng mnterie.la themselves l'7hen 

i n the noods or passing al o:1g the high'::':-.ys through the rro -:>ds, by 

urging CC'.re vrith fire on the pe.rt of others ('.nd by promptly reporting 

f ires or vlolr.ti ~ns of fire r eGUl o.tlons to the :10::-.rest forest r :a.nger. 

Not eve ryone cc.n p:\rtlc lp~te in the tree ple.nting 

:-.ct ivitl .::s of the st· t<!, but there ('.rc still ~p.ny th:JUSMdS 'l'l'ho hr.vc 

l co.nd not [!.O?d enOU(;h for rr.lsing r\f;:ticult ure.l orops th .... t is auit~d 

to g:rowinr; tre~s nnd c ::ml d bt:: Mr.dc profi tr.'olc by rcforcst~.t11n. 

Foresta arc t"".lunble not only na t'. source of timber supply, but t!lt~· 

protect the hcr.d ttt>.tera of our rlve::-s encl strcP.ms , they prevent the 

too rc.pid run-of! of rcln end ccltlng snOT'l P.nd tend to equP.lize the 
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flow of etrep.ma. They r eturn to the lrnd more thrn t hey tc.kc :trom 

it {'Jld mnintf'.in ita fertili ty. On the wP.terhheda thP.t auppl,y 

drinking Ttr.tcr, they ,..l·e an e ffective a i d P.gninat polluti?n. They 

P.re eeaenticl to m<>.intt>.ining n auppl1 of Mld life, - birds, bet".c~a 

and fish , - furnishing homes tor the nild birds e.nd beP.ste Md 

i nsuring a oontrnt supply of r.:-.tcr for the stret~.r.ts. 

I 
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Rad;o Add•e88, Albany, Much 31, 1930 

CoKSE&\'An ol'f or NATULU RuovacDJ A8 A FtmCTIOK or STAT£ Gova:rn~nT 

Beginning tomorrow, New York Stnte ._. ill ob11ene Conservation Week for 

the eighth conaecuth·e year for the in11truetion of the public in the import· 

ance of the con~enatiou of our natural retoureH. 
Tbla date hu been u leded because it marb the «aumption of outdoor 

~~i;~;;~·~nd'~~~;le~1au~e~i~t :~d~
11for0':.. thTr.~h::e ~~e o~u~:r~fe ~tr:~=.~~ 

nught to bt, the trout are curious a& to the new varieties of bait and lures 

tluat. the anglers han prepana f~r them, and t he anglers are hopeful that 

~~~':,J!;ij!t ~~~\1i~':Je11~e:'i~~,e~~~~d.~i~ tC:~~~~:~~o~z:k~n ~~~r= 

~~~~~:~~~~eft~b:,~:~:. •:£e n;;.:~r 'l~~~~~~~·~ ~=~~t'fi~e10;ro~tr~:u~;~te
1:. 

wll1 bt on the a lert to •pot and report t hreatening 1moke. Activitiet are 

ruumed in the State'• forest tree nunerin, .and the shipment of tree. to 

make new plantation• in the State's program of reforetting begin&. 

Throughout the State'• 1yirlem of parka and public camp aitu preparations 
l.lf:gin for the miHiona of tourilltt and \"acat iomsta who will 8oclc to them two 

month• l1ence, not alo~ from thit State but from all over the country. It 
it quite appropr iate that the birthday of John Burrou~ht whoee life was 

,i~~r~~:!~~·oted to teaching the leuon of conservation ahou d fall in Consent· 

Rtal oonsenation of our natural reaources as a function or State Govern· 
ment ia only about twent~· yeart old, a lthough 110me atUmpts at it Wen made 

fli:rty yearS ago. W"ben the country was settled, there appeared to be no need 

~-~--~~~~------
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of eoneervlng the fortet.a, the ftlh, the game or tlle watert. Within tha boua. 

:i:~i: ~!r:~~;;,=;~~~:!kof~U,J:!~i:l~ya:~n~~~~ i:'t::tr:!.~ :: 
ftab in tbe at.reama and rlverL As far u natural retourl!f:t were eonet-med, 
the early eettlera really aufl'ered from an embarraumeat of riehta. Cbnaena.. 
tion waa ditt.lnctly not one of their problems. The loretta Dot only wen·eut 
to supply the ~ettlers with lumber a .nd wood, but they were bur:aed to eleu 
land for planting and .ettlement. Fish and game were the common fooch 
•'butcller'a meat" wu a rarity. Two ~turies of unreatriC'ted and prodigal 
utt fa iled to reduce thia ~nat n atural wealth auftl.eiently to want the people 
that It was not inezbauabble. ' 

One of the ftrst. to eound a note of warning waa Go,·ernor DeWitt Clinton. 

::er~:!r~g"~~ep~d~;~ h':f:~:~:~ th! !~ ~~~o~·:n~ll~~!~fnu!0!f :h~f~re~~ 
if the economic welfare of the State was to be malnta aned. In a me,.ap to 
tbe LeF.iala ture he called attention to the fad that we were cuttlog our for· 
tltl w1tl1 no polic~· of replacement and pointed out the need of aucb a policy. 

l!t:'rk tt~e a~~;!ii~~x~~Jeu.':o t~n c~~c8h5 utt~~~t~.~;:[;hl~.~~n~n~~~:d;~~~~~~; 
f)(!partment. Fif teen yea rs later the Sta te began In a amall way a policy 

~~~~~ior~e~~~~ ~~~p~;~~~~~::~ b:.er~:,~!n~r~~'~ee:t!:d~~e ~~rt~~t t~~~~~rh~,·e F.:~ 
plantl'd o,·e r 200,000.000 treea from stock raised in the SlAte Nurseries and 
are n()w plantin~ more than 25,000,000 each year. I am a flrm belienr In . 
reforetitation u a profitable means of utilizing idle. non·aJ,! ricultural land and 
~~dee ~=:~~d from 8,000 to 10,000 trees a year since 1912 on my farm at _ 

Sixty ~·ears ago the State took i ts first step in the consen·atlon of wild life 
by or~ani 1.in~ a fleheriee Commission consistin~ of Horatio &ymour. Seth 
C rttn and Robert B. Roose,·elt. ll few years la ter a few pme protecton 
were added to thia rommiuion and there waa built up gradulllly a Fit beriea, 
Canae and Forest Commission. In 1909 the Sta te t ooK O\·er the work of pro
tcding the forests in the Forest Presen ·e counties fron1 fire a.nd today has a 

J~;e:~l fit~e l:~~~e;t~~-:~[~te:;e:'·j~i~e m8%ete~hn 16,000,000 acrea snd indud· 

Con~rntion growa as the people rea liu the neffi of it. Thirty ytan·ago, 
the Paliu drl of the Hudaon, those rugged clifra of ~beer rock tha t form one of 
the mll!'t 11trikinf! !Ct'nic featurt'f of the lower Btuii!On. were being ~:Gnnrted 
into trap rock at n rate that insurf'd their apeed,• dts tructlon. The move
ment to Mn• the Pa lisade• resulted in th~ Htabli ehm~nt of the · Paliaadea 
lnter -Stnt(' Park b~· N~w York and ~~w Jerae~·. with 45,000 aerea of moun· 
taint. wooda and lakte and contain in:: acme of th~ wildnt 111nd moet n1all:ed 
IK't'ncr.\· to be found in the ~ut~rn United Stat~s. This grut park within 
ltlll! tlaan an hour's ride of Xew York cit~-, hu rrpaid its rod m1my timea 
fwer in the htaltbful rPCrelltion it bas afforded the (I('Ople of Xew York city 
during the hot montha. 

ne~i~~~r~<'~:~~;:. ~.~:rJ~~d ~~~~t~i~~ Stt:t'e~!t~~~:a~fo~r;!iic;nl~ ~~m!~:! 
the Stnte Relt'r,·ation at Siagara wu eatabliahed t.o preacr\'e the ~eenic 
benutlea of the Falls. 

The Stat~ Forest Prescn·e was establif'hed in 1885 And t en yean later itt 
int~j:frit~· for All time was insurt'd when the people wr ote into the State C.on· 

~~~;u~~~r!~~a~~~o\~~:f"Ca~~k~t lit p~~~t~ldw~<'~fo:~·:;i;cr~e 8tu~t1 do/0rh:t ~~~~~·; 
~;:::."~e~::e11=~~~~~}i '~:.}jc:a" 1~s~;.11Jot~~bt~~ t~:!~.~~~~u!ii ~~~~:~!~~~~ 
within the Forest Prtscn·e rounti(II'O heiongs to the Foreet Preaen•e whether 
inside or out11id<' of the JIA rk!o.. Thl" Allironclnek Park i11 the larJtt11t State 
Park in the United States and il! lnrjler than lillY of the National Parks 
except the Yellowatone. Within th<' boundaries of these great parka are tbe 
State'a h ighest mountain•, •nd the fort'Hts on their slope. protect the aourCN 
of the S tate'• principal rh·erL The foreste on the upper tlopes of tb~ 

'~·~----------------------~-------------------
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mountAins are StAte-owned which preclude. thelr being eut and lnaur~ tile 

continuance of the prot.eet.ion of the upper watera of the rinn. 
It 11 aa a great bunting ground and playground that the For•t Pre. 

11erve Ia beat known to the publie. Theae sreat areaa witb a total aereap 

larger than aome of our neighboring Statea provide aafe and eanliary camp· 

~\ ~~oeu~~: :.~~u~d[i:• c~t~:une::ud:e. ofS'(,.-:_t~~~!~re:b!' ea~'::!~ii'!~ 
the oountr~· contribute thei r 'uotu of campera from late June to early Sep-

:!~~!i J:ifo~:~~to,rr:e;~o~W~:·~;~:~vattSlo!'fl~!'";~~",.,!i:'~:If: ~ 

i;~~~:r~::~:~::~~~~~~n~h!~~h:..~~ fl~!. 
1:i1~ho~~~~n~~~~::in1;4thc:'':~~~u:~f~: 

foret!b. The popular ity of these public camp 1itea waa immediate and the 

demand for &('("'mmodatinn• .t them incrused tremendoualy from year to 

year. Tocln~· mau~· of tl1em will aect~mmodate a population equ.al to a ,00 

~iu>d villnge. An abundant &uppty of pure water, carefully guaTded agalntt 

pollution, ill the prime esAential a t all of these aites, and a forest. ranger It 

l:tf:n•:gr~;!rd~~: ~0re~ee.;~·!~~=d~m/:e ·F~r~:rt::e~~? t!
0fb~:~~~eof~~ 

State'• hi,:! p:ame and :-·ielde from 7,000 to JO.OOO deer each fa11 with a few 

hundred heare thTown in for good meuu~. 
In 1911. New York State t'OOrdinated ita nrioue ~naen·ation activitin. 

The Con~er,·ation Comminion was created and took over the functions of the 

Forcet. Fi11h and Game Comminion and the \Vater Supply Commluion, and 

f.ince .thf'n a ll ron~enntion work hAt headed up in tbia body DOW' knoWD a1 

the Conaen-atinn Department. New funclion& ban been •dded from time to 

timr as ronditions rf'qu ired. In 1009 the St.te took over t.be remarkable col· 

)('('tion of mineral 1pnngs whose medicinal wAteu l1ad made Saratoga Springt 

~~:~~:1 :11~: "~~~~ier~~· ~?:'~o~~~~;~ a~"~!~e~;~~~~ O:~n;;j!~Y' ~:! ~d 
t'eRSf>d to flow. rnclt-r State ownerabip the pumping for j:!:ftl wu stopped, 

man\' of the wrlh; wt rl" eapJled and a acJrntiRe atudv was made to all('ertain 

~~~~~~~fui~r~fir"~~~:. tllf! \~~ ~,·~~~: ag:r:r;;:g~C:~~a~o~e!:a0sd~la'!lr:n;:: 
tl11" juril'rlit't ion of tl1r Cm11'ot'n·at ion Commls~ion and Administered as a dh•i· 

~ion (Jf that body. Watrr from the r t'stored 1prin,~r11 wu aupplit'd free to the 

public at ill! flOUT«' and minera l water baths and hydrotherapeuti~ treat · 

TlltntA wrre ,:!i\'C•n. Pntronagr of the baths in~reaAed from 10.000 in 1915 to 

100.000 in 1027. This :-·enr n ~urn•y of the rc&eT\'Ation hu bet>n made by a 

t'ommiuinn to p~pare a plan for a brnadcr and more acimt.iRc use of the 

WA.tf' t ll wit11 n \'iew to makin~ it a r nre c-entre under ~triet m~it'al direction. 

Thill t'ommi lllli(Jn wna au istrd by l'minent m~it'al apeeiaJiats of the United 

Slntet and F.urope And rerorted 111 plan under which the drinking of the 

wntrr11 nnrl t11r taking of the hatha will hf' Tf!J!Ulated by oompctf·nt medical 

authnritirs to 1uit the ntt'd& of the indivdual patient. 
Sf',·en yr11r& IIJ!O the Stnte undertook the development of a uniftecl syBlt m 

(Jf State J•a rk!. the purpose of whieh ••u tu prHtne and protect plarn of 

'-t'enit' nnd hi&torit' intrrut 11nd alao pro,·ide adequate rf't"reational areaa near 

lar!!e t'C'lllC'ra of population thrOIIJ!hout t he State. Thit movement was 

initiAlC'd in 1923 with the orpnlzation of the State Council of Parks and 

upon tlar rcorJ!ani,.ation and ('()nsolidation of the State Government in 19211 

wal'l mAclc part of the work of the Con&en·atlon· Department, as the Dh•isloo 

of Parka. Toda:;', ~ew York State has a system of State parks extending 

from thf' eutern rnd of Lon# bland to :Sia;!'ara Falla. ln the df'\'elopment 

of n $tate Park PrOJ!nm the antic-iPAted J!TO"·th (Jf the State •'All taken Into 

ronaillrmti(ln And E'llpeciall~· nf the lar~ttr cities; and the need of g reAt park· 

in$!' arl'u 1erving the metropolitan dlatricla, the normou• inerea&e in motor 

car•. and the further f'Onlfon·ation needs of the State. 
The Stat e is di\'ided into eleven dietricll, or regions, each under t.be imme

diate direction of a park commission. Tbete region• in order an: 
Niagara, which ineludea the State Reeenatlon a t Niagara, with an appro:d· 

mate acreage of 1521 ~ .. 

I 
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r.at!te~~i~YS~t~u:!~f. ~~thA!I:::1;r J.~ ;:~~~· Cuba Lake ~servatton and 

wi?:n:~~it!n~~::nt~a;e~~~OOo~:e!:ark, Genteee Region Park and parkway, 

Finger Lahe Region, Including ten parka and resenatlon• eoverlng over 
4,000 II.CfH. 

Central New York Region, Including ten parkt with a total area of over 
4,000 aere.. 

The Fore~~t. Preeen ·e Region whieh ineludea the great Adirondack and Cat. 
kill Parka and se,•entetn other parkA, resenationa and pia~ of hiatorle 

· interet~l, a rfS!:IOn eo\'trlng more than 2,000,000 urea and Include. the Sara· 
~ Spring~ Resen·ation, the Bennington Battlefield Pule, the St. Lawrence 
Reser,•ation, Lake G«>r~e Battleground Park, CrO'I\"D Point Rceen ·ation, 
Lester Park. SUtrk't Knob, tbe old Senate House at Kln$'rtton, the Sara~ 
Bdtle Monument. the Saratog~~ Battlefield, John Boyd Thacher Park , Sir 
William Jnhn~on ~fanalon, the Herk imer Home, Guy Par k HoUH, Schuyler 
Man11ion. Fort Cralo and the cottage on Mt. McGregor where General Grant 
1pent hi1 lut daya. 

The Tal'onie rejl!On containin.a Taeonic State Park, Taconic Parkway, Roar· 
in~ Brook Rtlltc Pnrk, the Clinton . House a t Poughkeepsie 1\nd Taghkanic: 
Lake StRtc Park, with an a~gregate area of 6,500 acree. 

The Palindtl rtl!ion contains the Palisadet Intuatate Parke, Wuhing
ton's ReMIQllll:fter!l 11t ~ewbur.ah. Temple Hill, Knox Readqunrten at New
burS!h and the Stony Point Reser,·ation, with an aggrtgaU area of onr 
47,000 aerK. 

The \Veste.hest.r reJ:ion int'ludeA Philipse Manor Ba11, fin wat('r front 
parka and inlantl re~e.n·ations and parkwaya, with a totAl area of nearly 
17.000 aeres. 

The Lon~ bland rtJ:ion routlllin1 twenty-two parka and parkway• :tnd flllt 
an imporhtnt pla('e in the Stlllte'll Park Syattm In pro,·lding ret"reational 
fac:iliti~ for the ~reat Mt trnrolitan di1trict. Dt,·elopmentt In thi11 dif!trirt 
ha,·e ~o:1e forwar1l u rapidly u ~~~ible. but it hu not bet>n poqible to 
mnl:.c: adequate JlrO\'ition for n il the people who '¥to'lllb to UI!C th~ parka. 
The nttt'ndnnN! a t the~ pnrb rlurin:;r the summer runs into minions. Pic:· 
nirkint! is permitted Ill llll tl1t' Long bland State PArkA and camping is 
allowed at Fire b lnml, Bither Bill!!, Bccksehcr and \VIlolwood. There are 
playgrouml11 at .}~111<'11 R<'Rt·h. Nortl1 Valle~· Stream, Ynllty Stream, Hemp· 
l'leRd Lake, B<'lm<~nt l.ak(', Fire blanrl, Hecht'hcr . Sunken Melltlow and 
Wildworwt parkA. There ill !lurf bAthing nt J one111 Beach . Fire bland and 
R ithtor Rill11, IIOillltl batlllng at Wild"·ontt. !'nnkton :!lfl"a~low nnd Hitl!f!r Billa, 
hR~· hathin~ at Jrmft Df'ac-lt. Fire- hbnrl. and Het:bl'h<'r and frr!lh "·ate1' 
!~thin,!! 11t Valle~· !'trenm. At \·ant'~· Strt-am. Fire lAland. Belmont Lal.::e, 
~nnkt>n ~It>ndnw nml R f'('kllf'llf' r. ho:atinJ! ia one of the attrutlona. 

The totAl arc-a inf'hu!M in the Lon~ hlanrl resrion at t11e present time is 
o,·er 10,000 lll'rl"ll and durin:! the montl11 of July and August, it prOTide. 
healthful t>n.io~·meut for a larFt-r numlwr of reo1•le than any equ.!\1 a r-ea in 
th.- Stat.f>'11 Park Srstem. 

The F.rif' re_:inn int>IUI!foll' Grnnrl bbml StAte Park, Buc-khorn · lfll:lnd and 
four inlanrl pnrh , \\'ith a total uea of about 1.500 &t'.ret. 

To the tnnrillb intereeterl in the E>nrly lliAtory of tbe Muntry. New York 
F::tate'1 Pr. rl.: !0:\•11tem fiU')fl)ieA a wpaJth of int('r tf'tlnJ% n1aterinl. BilltOry can 
be 11tudit'd on the _R'rotmd where it.-wn11 m1ule. The Rud110n and Champlain 
valleys bll.,·e man~· pltl'Ctl made fa mou11 in the fltruJ:gle' of the American col· 
onies for their iru'lcpendf'n~. and in the l'nrlier w11.r bewecn EnJ:lnnd and 
FranN!. ~tony Point. cAptured b~· ":Marl. Anthon~·" Wa~'Ttt, Weal Point. a 
~trong .o\mf'riun Post nnd the f'Ct'ne of Benedict Arnoltl'a trf'a.aon in the 
Amt>rit"An Re,·nlution and now the lliU of the United S tate• Military Ae&d
t>my, Wuhingl()n'a Readquartf'rl! at Newburgh, the old Stn•te Bouse at 

~i~~:t~u~~n n~~1j;;"btf!!e~:::"te 11potl are tully a~!flible to touritt~ 
Goin$r north from Albany. one ean fo11ow the trail Mer wbith General 

Knox tranaported the cannon captured at Ticonderoga to Boston to be ued 
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~~~:~at~:a~f~~~· _.~!reB~~~· r~u~f~~heth:_t~;:ht~:i fr~~at!:~~b e:!~ 
J)l.ign to divide the colonies and brought to their 1upport troops and mone" 

from France. On this field the lines of the opposing forcet1 a re marked and 

a number of the military workl have bee.n r estored. Six miles north of the 

battldeld Is tbe Schuyler Monument which marks the place where General 

Burgoyne eurrendered. 
Ju11t south of Lake George, ~aide the highwa~· is Bloody Pond and the 

l.nke Georl!e Battlefield with their memorlea of the French and Indian W 11 r. 

At Crown Point, the ruina of old Fort St. Frederic and Fort Amhent a re 

~rim reminder& of the atrus;gtea ~tween England and France and Kiw• 

George and his American Colonie._ The State Park at CTown Point at the 

we11tern terminal of the new int.tr·atate bridge between New York and \'er· 

mout, contain• a little more t11an 100 acree o.nd recreat ionttl facilities lmve 

been added to the hi1torie attraction•. 
1n the conM'rntion of our natural rMOurc.s, the intelli~ent coo~·ration 

of the public is of ~reat imJIOrtanee. T11e law11 that a re mo.dco for the pro

tection of the ~tate's wiM life are based upon biological knowledp:e an~l if 

stricth· enforeNl, cllll he depentll'd upon to Jlre,·ent tl1e exlf'rmiuntion of 1111\' 

I!Jleeiei. KnowledJ.!f' of t11ese lawa b~· the public nnd COOJ)eflltion with th'e 

duh· constituted authorities to Jlrennt ,·iolationa of these law• tend• 11teadih· 

to fai1e the atandard of "·ild life t'Onlf'r\'ation. · 
)o~,·eryone can assi11-t. in protecting t11e forest!! from firco by brein,:=: <'a refnl 

with fi're and smoldnJ.! materials t11emM"h·ee ":ben il\ th': woods or Jlll~in;: 
alon .. the higb"''A\'11 throuj:.!h tlte "''oodfl, by ur~n~ enre w1th flre: on the part 
of o'iben and by' promptly reporting firH or ,·iolations of fire rcogulation.s 

to the nearetol forest ranftu. 
Not enryone can participate in the tree plantmg ncth·ltles (If thco State, 

but there a re 11till many tlJoUQ.nd!l who luwe land not p:ood C'IIOu,:=:ll for rail'· 

in$: agricultural ('1'0))8 that is 11uited to J.!rOWiDJ.! trees and could he mlldf' 

1
,rofttable by refor.-talion. ForC'Iitl are ,·aluable not. only u a Hturc-e of 

timber ~~;upply, hut they protect the J,coad .'"·ater11 of o~;~r rh·er11 and lltream!l. 

Tb<'\' prevent t11e too rapitl run-off of r:un ami m('ltlll~ llTIOW ntul tPn() to 

<'q1131i7.e thl' flo"'· of 11t ream,., ThP3' return to t11e laml more than lh<'~ take 

from it. and m:llintnin its fertillt~·· On the watt'rJ<lted.& that IIUJiply tlrinl:hl!: 

water tli<'J' arC' an effN:th·e nl~t ap-ain11t pollutinn. The~· •rc ~-e-ntia! tn 

mAinta inilll!' o. 1111pply of wild wife.-~irds,_ l k'AIIb nml fi;~.b.-furuilll•in~ 
homt'll for t.hco wild bird~ autl bcmat e ami ml!urm;; u ronst:mt fiUPJII,\· of water 

· for the atreama. 

·r 
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