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l Radio Address at Knights or Co1umhu• Convention, Sehenect•dy, 
May 31, 1930 · 

Welfare Acliv.tics of Fratrnud Organi:tOHon• 

At a gatlll'rin(t of t11e Knights of Columbus, my mind revert& always to 
the {')Of;c eormection which I had with the Order du ring the World War. 
I rememlJer well that within a week of the Declaration of War 1 received 
a vi1it in the Ntn·~· Depnrtment from two men who were dettined to exert 
a n!r~· great. influence on the aoldiera a nd sailors of Amerlea during the 
following two yean. One was the great humanitarian who wu then Lhe 
Bithop of the Arm~· and Na''Y and now the great Cardinal of New York. 
The othe r waa one of the most. delightful individuals 1 have enr had the 
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f~-~~:u~~e;! ~~:"8~~~~ds~%~~~.:;t~~r~~e ::.~e~~fr~~;· i:· t~~~~a: 
lug up of tl1e magnificent welfa re work of the Knight• of Columbus in the 

!:'O:te afl~!d~a;{' J.~:::~ :!: ::ldll:;s v:~~u~i!~~s~l ~t~U~~s th~~~~:C.~c:!! 
the .even .eu. 

1 l1B\'~ rt•1Ul recently lOme words I uttered at the S upreme Council meeting 

in Buf!'nlo on Auguet 0, 1919, anti beeau.e they 1till apply so well to the 

work of the Order tod•y, 1 Yo'ant to read ~em to you: 

" I extend m~ heartfelt t hank1 to the Knights of Columbue for the 

truly wonderful IU\'iCf'll rtndered b~· them to the Nation in the war. 

~;~r~:~~dt\~: :.~ree~·~r~":~tr~ft~~~~~ 
1~h!hK~\~:~t(~,':~~h~::.r~~;td~~~~ 

i!! more tl1an lies in the official reportl. · 
"One l1a1 hut t o t lllk to any man, 110ldier or sailor, who hue come 

bu.t'k from O\'er~•. a1ul without asking him a qut>llion ht> will , in the 

t"()UrAe of t'OII\'t>rllllt iua, IJco~in 11pt aking of the wot:k of the Knighu of 

Columbu11. It i,o a \'nl untary tribute, 1\ Jlroof that he a)Jprf'('i ll te-A down 

l:! •:!~~~~'~;~ :·!13a\,1'~.~ul~t:u:f'~~- f~~~~~;~~:iae ~Wii~·~;nol~~h:~u\~r.:~i;~~~! 
t ell you, "''e ha,·e an nccurut~ cont"''!VlJOn of the opmlon of the whole 

Lllf\y. 111at \'CrdicL i4 uot only hl\'Urll.bl&-lt ia dtelll,\' t>nthusia '<lk. 

11. ia from tht heart. lt ia IIU·ting. And through a ll the feeling of 

J,:ratitude ruuJ the ke~·note tlu'lt tht' war ram11 work of the Ku!ghu of 

l'oluml.tua owta ita IIIUffll." to the fml"t that it wa 11 human, t11U it wu 

t-onducted br men who had .a det'JI human 11ympathy with tht'ir ~ellow· 

man, that. there wert• no fnlla and no morall:tmg, but that sen ·•ce on 

big, broad lint>;:; ('()uutcd flut, een·ice for men, baaed on f!'ood Ameriran· 

iam, tlean lhing, atraight thinking, and true Christianaty." 

At that time, II yl'afll n~o, 1 exprcl'I\Cd the hope that t bie etn •ice would 

not end with the wror. That littpll !1114 ~n fully j ustifled, for during the 

=~~~~~g t!e~~d~~e .::;~iil~g o!fi:.r,:i.::~ ~~~·~::!a~~lfr:;h:r m!~r tl~~,:;!~.h:~ 
thous:uul of American,., ir~·esr.ectin of creect 

to~i:~i tf~~:!:t'b~~rlj'~:~M~~yil~;:::~:~·t 
11l~a~~~~:r~h= 1~~!rkcd~l;aN,~11~n~;l~t~1~f 

l'olumbna in welfare work among the young. 
It ii ob\•ioua thnt Jtm·l'rmnl'ut. whet her it be Stat e or local. could not 

undertake mort> than n limilt1tl amount of welfnre acti,·it\es. For ('Xnmplt. 

t he SlAte bu a fair!~· defin ite funt•tion in raring for t he ft>eble·minded aud 

the inaane. In other w~rde, for those unfortunate buma.n bein~s who h:\\'t> 

to become ward" of FOmt'l.tocly. Tu prh·atc orgaulu.tiona, howe\·er, mu!lot be 

:~;~~r~~te~~:;n~~\t:1~l~ti;:r:eo~!ir~~~::~n~~~~8 0~f 0~11:~::~nad•~i;!'~~~n order t4 

That ca re i1 ~ing gin•n morco hngt'l~· aml more intelli;entl~· n cr.\' year 

by prh·ate organir~'lt ionll many of thtm of a fraternal charat'tt'r IUt"h as tht 

Knight.e of Columbus. 
1t it nect"uary. howe\'f.'r , fur us tu think in t11e ~·ear• to come of wluat 

might be calleJI t.bc ('("l(lrdin:~tiou or 1111 of th~. IIJilendid efforts. It i" riJ:ht 

that tach pril·ft.te orgnui:r.ation elaould retnip absoluWly lb own ltlentit.'' 

and at the same t.imc see to it tha t thert' i• no UIIIU!<'C811lry dupli:!:ttion of 

the enda 110ugllt to be accompliahed. 
One of the best f'xamp)(W<, I know, is the 11ituation in t hr City of :Sew 

York where the CatholiC' Charities mnlntain a eeparate organization and 

at the same tin1c cooperate whole·henrtedly with tile Association for lmprO\'· 

lug the Condition of the Poor, the Charity Organization Society and thr 

United Jewi11h Charities. 
So, In a State-wide senu, we ne.d the indi\•idual identlt\' of the n r iouf 

fraternlll order• and at the 1\ame time that they eha ll wOrk togethrr for 

the ('()mmon good. It it a •(llendid thing that the Knight. of Columhue hll\·e 

C!ODti1t.e.ntly shown tbi.• tpint. 



Furthermore ln certain pbasea of welfare work we muat mor~ aDd. mon 
apecialize in order to obtain the greatat good. 

A• you all know, I have for many yean been deeply iotereated ia the 
problem of the cri}lpled child. Thie i• & task e~~pedally for private charlt:J 
and yet the actual proolem 11 so complicatcd that it it perhap1 d~bt.ful. 
if any one orpnlu.tion can cover the whole range of the eare Of erippleL 
For inat.ance, there it the problem of the hOif.it.&l itaeU which takea csre of 
the ebild when It hu fiut become seriously 111 tbroua:h a«:ident or diMuL 
Tbie flrat. period I!&IJe for orthopedic care and aurge.ry under the ~ 
modern coud.itione 10 aa to gin the bene.flt.a of the great diiCOverie. wlrldt. 
medical l<'ienee have made during the put few yean. The ~d tuk iao 
caring for the cripple it what can beat be called "after care,.. Ia oUter 
words t he reatoration of muscular function it eue.Dtial ~ that the au• 
can enntually l1an an ac:th·e and u.~efut life. Thit period of after eare 
may run not merely for weekt, but e,·en for many yean. It may be ciTeD ia 

::~~~~·~!: f: tf.!ti~~~~0~t=lf~a~~'ret;:;e i~ ':~~)lyca:.~:uolt :!=~ 
needed fo r thi1 work, an organiution which will gh·e the kin'l of ~ 
sen·ice which studie' and cares for U1e individual cue, and watcbN oYel' 
CRI« that a re 1eattered through almost e\·ery inl titution an.d m&Dy of Oe 
homea of the whole State, city, r;uburban and rural. 

Finally, Lhere it the third phue of ,·ocational work and in thia ia i~telodel 
not merely the teaclnng of a u:;.eful occupation, but fbe brocuremeat of 

~0: .!:,!~! ~~~.pt!:t t~/~;:.be~;~e1u~r~,-~~~~·~r~~r U:e ;r.~ 
Enry cue t1 different from every· other t'&&f. 

It seems to rue etpecially fitting that great organization&, like t.be Kait: .. ta 

:!e~~:b~;•·;,•r:Cae:i~~~h~!u~~!t 0t~ tr:=~~d;!:u~;=:u:ro~k, ~ C. 
You ca rry on your work U1rough lon.l organization& in which ~ery i.a.i· 
,·idual ia a f~dor. Here 11 the opportunity. not only on the part of tM 
Ordrr ftl a whole to coordinate ~ work, to prenat duplicatioa ... to 
COOi)ernl.c! with other orpniz.atiom;, but for the individual mtmben to eany 
out the thought of doing one good tum daily, the "-haoee to help tM 
imli,·idual nei.-hbor and to Ji,•e up t,o the ~~erond great CommaDdmmt. 

fu~(l~~~e~~~l8 fo;~m:~~ic~·o:u~ren:~o:m"~~~ca;ou0:3:;iza4~i: ~:~n\e: ~-= 
~:~~n;!~~te~lfi~~:!u~·~~ ~~~~· d~~:~~~::·:~dai~o!: ~e t:~~7 ::.:e~;: 
BS8llltan(-e to M!holarahipa. in the founding of univenity chain for Americ:aa 
Histol)·. ~·our educational work for bo;y guidance, aud your adiTe wdfare 
work in earb and e\·er:-· one of the Councils; all of your adiTitin laaYe bMil 
a solid oontribulion to the wrlfare ood proe:peritr of the Cou•t.ry. 
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