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Albany, NY - Honoring Admiral Byrd 



At Reception to Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, Albany, 
JW>e 24., 1930 

0~ Pre.etttl D~tingu~M<J 8fl'n1iu J[~ of Net~~ York Btcat• lo Rew 
Admiroi Byrd. ot Publi(, Ceremony on Oo,pitol B•et»· 

Admiral Byrd: 

The State of Xew York today honon itaelf in honoring and weleom~ 
you and ,·nur companioue ou your &de return from the Odytaey of tlae 

Tw('ntieU1 Cc.'ntury. }'or more t han two yun every houeehold hu followed. 

~!!~1 ~~r ·~~~~~~ t~!e~:;~~:n~r~':~~~~~ ~:'tt ~:~1io\le0'1n~e.ta;t=. 
\'our anow-bourut camp on the barrier of Little America, t he long vi,U 
i Lrough t he Jlulur n ight, t he dog·sledd fl inging out the poata of support. 

and at the last tho~~e brenthle11 llOUra when the great plane aurmounted 
ll1e glaeit•1'11 and the roek1 and bore you to the Pole it.tlf. 

Through a ll these days and months and yeara mlllio~ of 1our felloW" 
Amerieans ha,·e been sending to you meuagee of thought, untpokeD worct. 

or hope and of good cheer. Perhaps these prayers may have g1ven comfort 

u.nd ltiNI~<th t~ ,·ou~ gallant. eompa;tn,v in thoAe long days and nighta of 
utter darknt'U ln winch \ 'OU "-'Pre Ju·1ng only one 1hort vear ago, 

W'f' take pridf' in the daring a nd the ptrse,·cranee, and In the acoomp)ishmeut 

of your (:Gal. Jn these you J.:n·e lil'f'd up to tl1e highest. traaitlons of our 

X;lt ion. But I want. to emphas ize one fl'ature of the whole expedition which 
marks it as tmique in the annals of exploration, I speak of the thoro~h­
n"" of the Jll't'farationa for t he meeting of e,·ery contingency, t he lo.Q&" 
11reliminnry atud1ea of U1e phyaieal ronditiona you would meet, and the beet 

~:~Jh:'},~ :~,:~~~";~~: ~:~~~ tf~~'~i"~l~e i:it~~ti~~,;~~.:~=~n~f•! r:~:~e:~P!:!j 
under tilt' most trying surrounding•. That you brou$lll bad; wi th you 
t'\'er_,. lingle member of that company without ext't!pt1on is the greau.t 
ponible tribute to your leadership. · 

And nuw a personal word to you, one of my oldest and best of fritlnda. 

It is a fa r C'ry f rom the day, ae,·cnteen ytara ago, when a very you.Q&' 

.h.sistant Secrl't.llr)' or the Na''·"' and an el'en younger J unior Lieutenant 
ou the IJritfge of tht> old "Dolphin" used to weigh the pros and cons of 

lltaying in the Xll\' \' with a bad fontbn ll ankle. It is many a day since 

you Rnd l dillt'liii~C't! philoH•pll,\', u ipht after night sitting by a •love in a. 
l:untinll C"amp in Xt•w Brunswick. lt ia t'\'en llliUI\· l'eara aince you tri~ to 

J~rauadt' me. not tb11t ~·ou eouJd ft,· to the Xorth' Pole, but that you could 
fly there and rome baek again. 

\~ell, n1y old friend, you hll\'f' gone awar Again and come back to us 

nga10, and as Ul l!a l ,·ou hnn• Rchie,·ed the goal- this one, I th ink, the 
greate•t of them a ll. 

)l:i.:erar:n~a~i~~:n ,\·~r:. b~~!~~~~~ka0:r::r.ril~11si~e~er!~e:o~':e:~ui0: 
Yirginia and cringratulatea l1er in addin;; another s tar t o ber diatinguit.hed 
gal.ixy. 

In paying tribute to you, Admiral Byrd, Ne"• York also honou the bran 
and loyal men who were vour eomradet.. 

Na~·~t
11

F::e~it~f ~~~f.(o~ta1t:· :;eN~~,. «f.:r~.-~dd~·i:~~1:!nf:r ~~e :!~~rlmr!1 
Richar d Evelyn Bnd, Unit~ States Navy, in token of his eonspi~ou• 
,~rallantry and notAble :t~hie,•emente, the Distinguilb~ Service M~al of the 
'late of Xew York. 
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