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Rurql TaZVJfl'on Rdit'f 

lt h a~~o brt-n f'Ufltomary for a ton'.! 1irf' ·of Gtw!'rnorll tn MOl<' to th<' ~rf'llt 
~tntf' Fair Rt Syra!'lu>~e Rntl ~~~nk hri<'fl~· to IITf" reprf'fl4"ntntiw•A nf tht' RJ!Ti· 
r uttura l intrrf'ttb who arl' n~l"f'mhlf'd hf'rp from "''C'r\' rount,· in thl' ~tnte. 
I lwlicn~ that it ll:tfl IK-en JOn itl At thi 11 FAi r thAt Ute a',h ·nnt•!'mf'nt nf h rmine 
nmt farm life d('pelllifl on tl1f' fnr111rr )limC4'lf . nml not on 11clio•J II\' tl1f' Om·
t'rmnf'nt either at \Ya~hinjrton or at Albanr. With thitt :theM~· I mmrt dill· 
a~rf't' in ''itow of the definilf' tlr~nm of :!(1\'f':'llml'nt nc>tion '\\'hic>h h~, hN>n 
put. into f'fftM. in .1\ltmny durin!!' tlu! na ~~;t yt"RT llntl " h11U. 

E\'C~n heforf" I WA!' inangurAt erl. :md hf.rau~ 1 wnt' })f"n'n nnd hron!."ht " " 
in the rountr~·. I wu \'f'r~· WC'll awarl' t11nt the !':tate Cn\'f'rrJmf'nt. thron!."h 
exi111tinJt lawt~~. Wllfl llf'a.rin::: tlown in a n uninflt nmt mleqnal m~nner on the 
million o r morf' nf llTf' ('itir.f'nfl of thf' f:hte who lh·e oufllliflr of the t'iti"JJI 
anti lar~er rom1•mniti('11.. I knC'\\' at fir111t l11n111 thnt tl1r-re ~Rill a tlefinib· dill· 
c-riminatinn a~ain~tt thf" l'llr11l tftxoa ,•erfl. J J:nf'w, a.llllf'l, that fnr Vf'~rfl tht-rP 
had bet>n OOmJll i('llf('() 11tuiliM and fi.porb rlenline Yt'ith tb,. rf't' illion of tax 
mt-thodll. but thAt lf"',.d l"l'l.torll from tl1to rur11l rli11tri('b who mif!ht hlt,·e bN>n 
dcpl'nd@d on to Jlrodul't' r Pf;ulh l1:tlt hiiMI to tAke aM ion. J ft·lt. thl'refore. 
that further stud_,. wu "·holly unnt'('eAA.'lr.'' nntl that d.-finite 1e;:i~l.::l tion ,., .• ~ 
imnerath·e. 

The rf'IIIUlt IJH'Ah for it.Hlf. Tn the ~thort "r«oe of a year and a half. the 
farmus of this State ha,·e had 1iftf'd from their baekt a tax burden which, 
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if it had continued, would In many inatancea have bankrupted towna and 
countiu within our borders And driven tbouunda of familiet otr t he fa rm. 

The danger of the trt:nd ia illuatrated b.r, the ten yea.r drop from 183,000 
fa rm familiH down to IGO,OOO fa rm fam11iea. The big Important fact fOT 

j!n~ar~0~9d~. t::! ~t:~nc~rtz~n~~~~itn:'o~h!P~~~!~u7i
1~o~oJo.~d~";~ 

in the tax burden which farm ta:.:paycn were called on to auume. This h 

made up roujtbly throuJ~:b the following action a: 
. Firat.., the State contributes approsimately five millions a year additional 

money to the rural IICboot.. 
Second, the counties no longer have to contribute 35 .per cent of the eo.t 

of State higbwaye or to t.he co.t of StAte highway bridges. 
Third, the countlu now hue to cont r ibute only 1 JW:r etnt instead of 10 

per cent toward the COilt of grade erOSfling elimination. 
F ourth, the UpAt&lt counties a re now recth·ing at leall $6,000,000 dollara 

from the ga801ine t.a.s:. 
F ifth, most town111hipe will receh·e about h ·ice as much State aid per mile 

for dirt ronda as they d id before. 
Si:rlh, be{!:i nnin~ ne.xt winter, U.c State will contribute half t he cost of 

11now n mo,•al up to MO a mile. 
Se,·en. the half mill Dir~t State Tax on real ~tale hu bc!t.n .. -holly 

abolished. 
To IliUm up, thPrefore, and without in any way epeaklng of the tren1endoua 

11ums "M"hieh the State has added la11t ~-ear and this to t11e seientlfte a.nd edu· 

~~o~:~ ,~·~r:us a!t~:re ~~~~~~ne:lt i!!:i~~~i~naA~f t!~e ~~~~;,e y:~r ~t~~u~~~.~-
ernment hu a t Jut taken pr11dieal at'tion to rorr~t the inequalities of the 

tax burden. • 
This il neit her the time nor the place for me to II!"ICBk of other forms of 

State A11si~tance. J am nn c:onft•lent. howe,·er, that durin~t the nut two 
or lhre4> ~'f'lllrB the ~tate mti!lt 11·ork. flr1t. to imprO\'e the whole syrtem of 

the markttin;: of fa rm product from the time it ltautt the l1ands of the 
Jlrodueer until the time it eomn into the kitchen of tbe eon1umer. Thla 

mt':tnl ~Jetter ,-adin~ ami bettt'r l!llippin)!' ft~eilitie!l, nmt A CC'Implete re\"ision 

o f tllt' ~~~·11t t>m of te rminal mar!.:eb aJul c-it~· markelll. And hnnd in hand 

with thi11 S!Of"'' the deftnitf" ohlh.!ation of the Slat e to lllltmdl a Jlr~nm for 

IK'tter town r oadk. I bfolie'"e that ~"Ou and 1 ,·ery deftnitel." will lh·e to lief! 

the da~· whe-n the fArmn nf Xt-~· York ~bte i8 takt-n out of the mud. The 

)!Ni l of tlu• ~tntf' 11houM lw to put tt har~l 11urfltee rotul at the floor of and 
mnke aw1ilnhle elet"trie light And powt'r t o f'W!r~· eeonomir fnrm un it of tbe 

Stau. 
But J 11'ant to add one finAl 1\"0fll in r('Jr:ml to the f"'&t of Gon•rnmt nt to 

the farmtrA of 1\1!1\' York Statf'. J bne poinUd out that Albany hu taken 
definite Af'tion 110 thAt toc'la~· n(')t one JM'IIII~"· not nne •lo11:.r of farm tAXt'tl 

J!'oetl to Alhnny it~U. EHr~· dollnr of ynur hrm tU: MI totla;v i11 11pent 100 

per c-ent fnr local ~m·ernmrnt purpo~l'l'. ~·our c-ount~· ~o,·ernmf'nt, ycmr town 

~nrnmc-n t. your a<'hMl di~<lric-t J!O\"f'rnnlt'nt. ~·our fire lli8trict ~n~rnm~nt, 

if vou lh·t in one. ThHe al!Mrb a ll of tbe t f'al ~tale ta.xM. 
The bi)!'. imporfnnt q uellion m~~ork th:lt 11hnuld 1~ ronl't~~ontly hefore you ie 

~·hether you c-an m11h ' axinsrs in thf'"".C' lAXMt b)· puttlnJf IONII ozo,·emment 
on a mort: bu!liucMlikc ha11i11, A11k \"OUtllf'lf the 1h•tlnite qnf'etion11 n to 
whether , for rxample. ~-our town )Ji_:::hwll,\' tnxc-~ a re -bringilll! In thf' lk'fll 

r~ult11. A11k ~-our!'f'h'f"l' whether ,·olunt:.n· reor.:::-ani,..alionA of loeal Jf'O\"I!:rn· 

mf'nt will hf'lp ~-ou or not. 1t ill n h.c-t that year a fler year «Jmmit~ of 
the IA!)!'illlnture b11no 11ttuliNI imJlrm·f'mf'nt in )()('a ) Gowmment with the 

objf'Ct of putt in,:::- it on n morP hu<~ine~likf' hM•ill. But it i11 AIIM> a f11.et thllt 

" ·hilt' thet~e ~ommill f'f"ll hn.,·r n_:::-11in Anrl nJ,:nin m:ule 11ue_:::-est ion1 for imtlrO\'C· 
mf'nlA, their re11(lrt.A h11,·e rf'mAillf"'l pi.:::«~nholP!I in AlbAny. 

The re~~ponsibility for thi11 who)p QUI'!'tinn, it U'f'niA to me, liN primarily in 

:vour own hands. PerAOnall~·· 1 helie\"f' that the time for action baa come, 

hut tbit ,action will not rome ''"11!11" the interest of t he individual Ia deft· 
nitely a roused. 

,. 

·I 
l 
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I hope muc.h that thoee 1ple.ndid org•ni.u.tiona, the farm bureau, the home 
hureau, the State a,d loeal grange• and other di1int.ere•ted agenciea, will 

gin 1eriou1 nnd practicAl attention to this Yital problem. If all of .UI work 

~~t~~p~:·!:~dt~~e erl1il!g•: c;:!d~~r:hst.~e a·:r~~1u:tuk! ~
0~~~ ~;re~t . 

level of any St.et.e in the Union. 
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