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l\fovietone Talk by Governor, Albany. September 25. 1930 

.DGily Delliu of th 00t1Cnlor 

\"er~· few people in tb~ State ba,·e J'O()re than a buy idea of what are 
the adu111 dutiea of the GoYernor. 

1 think the m~t prartital way of explaining it to you Ia to take my 
nlcmlnr pnd E.howmg my engagement& for today. 

For instnnct!, thia morning right after brukfut at the Extcuth·e Manl!ion 
I !'kimm«< through about eight ntwipapera publi11hed In different parts of 
the ~tate. Then t dictAted an1wen to twenty-fh·e or thirty letters, moflt 
of them from per~nal friends who l1ad addrell!td me at the ~lanaion. 

On nrri,·nl at the Ex<>Cuti\'t' Chnn1ber 1 found another forty or fifty letters 
whirl! hMd to be eitl1t'r tl.J18Wered or referred to \'l'lrious department heads, 
nftrr I hn•l f:.IM'n them. I ~P""'I J:rhREI more time on mRil than eome 

~:,':;t~~~~t ~~'~r~ !th~c:~t r~~'c{ tt~o~~~~ t~e~;;~e~~:~s ':P~r;~~ write t o me. 
Tiwn 11.L II o'clock thl're bt>gan the strum of )H'Ople who had appointment. 

to Jo~t":.:·me Dr. Fre·tlerick W. Par10n•. Commi111ioner oi )lentat' Hygiene with 
('hid F.ngineer Thomas Frtrrell of the Dep1Hhncnt of Public Worke. They 
reportNI to mt> on the exl'(lllent progre11 which is being made in the con· 
l!truction of the new ho&pitala for the lnliRne. One year ago on nrioua public= 
works 4.5i5 men wC're bein~ ('mployed and their pay· roll was $1,3~0,000. Thia 
~·t-ar for thE' same month i.5fl(} mf'n were being employe-d and t.he payroll .. ·aa 
$2,311,000. 

Then cnmt' Dr. Charles H . JohnBOn. the l1ead of the Department of Social 
WeHare, a«""mpanied h~· tl1e ~t•te Arrhit!"et llr. William E. Haugaard aDd 
we wrnt. O\'er the plans for the Ho11pita l for Cr ippled Children at West 
Ha,·eutraw. 

Then ~n·ral other depRrl mPnt hPads came in to di~c=uu the progren of 
work on prisons. normal N"hools. 1nd highway._ 

I beard A b.1.btol o f \'Oi('(>!. in the big ouu.ide room and. while there .. ·as no 
appointmt'nt bt'fort"band for thpm, 1 took ten minutt'l off to ah1kt' hands with 

::::~~h~~o'r~~~ c:~~~~~eRt~~; ~~?ld7n';. hrl b~~is~ t'.!~n~!:; ~~e :u•{ !fu~~! 
thrOUJ:!hout the State would follow this eumrle for I think that. a \'isit to 
the Cnpitol J:!i,·es n \'er~· good pi<·ture of the acti,·ities of our Go,·ernment. 

" Tith me- J find that ~oin:z out to lunrl1 takre too much time from my 
rrJ:!nlnr work nnd. therrfore. 1 hne lunrh brought to m;v dcak and u~ thil 
ha lf hour to htl\'e rt qnil.'t tnlk with MIDI<' Jl('r&On who "'anta to dii'CUU some 
of the lnr~l'r fJU"~tions of Go\'('rnmt'nt. Fol' in11tAn<"e, today 1 I! J')"nt a \'try 
in~truMh·e half hour with ~rtm LC'wlsohn 1li11C1111ing the problroms of Pri10n 
Reform. of the funetioning of the new Parole Doard, and of the tntes of new 
building11 which we will t'reet next year. 

Xow. for thia afternoon. 1 l•a,·e on my pad conferences with the I![ICCial 
committl"e working on the unemplo~· mt'nt 1ituation and whlt'h has already 
placrd thoU!~ands Clf people in job11 durin({ t11e JIUt few months. Then J am 
to N>e I!Offit' \'iliRg:e officiAl& who are protesting nJ:!ainlll high rat.e11 for elee· 
tricity in their eommunit~·. The~· will be followed by repruent.atiTe& of the 
Dairymen'• League, and the Grange, to tnlk over agricultural plan11 and e1pt· 
dally the znilk 11ituation. 
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Finally, tbe Highway Department ia to report to me on the progreu of the 
experimental ttpe• of dirt roads which are the fore·J'U.El.QUa of & definite 

pr~,~·= l1.iatam~~~~~.t•~m1e:aflu~o~~: ::.u!.y desk until baH _paat ftve or 
:fU:'~~O:kia~fJ;11 ~ndall :::~~~~!t u!. d:!:~1111.fo~e:, 1 fi~~ h;;;l!0~b:Prr~ 
vi~it~~g ~~~~b::\i ~l~~~ ~a~ee;p~:y wJ~ ':!eau~e you muat remember that the 
Legialature ia not now in seuion, nor am 1 confronted with deeieiona oo 
hundreda of billa or the douo:ns of applications for pardons ,.·bich 1 take up 
a t regula r intervall. · 

Primarily, this talk of being Go\"ernor Ia a butiDHSman'a job. I am 
directing a \'try large oorporaiion, one • ·hir:b apenda $300,000,000 a year, iD 
iii various aetivitiea. J wiab at ti~ that the politic:al angle could be kept 
,.,-holly out of it, yet I realize that in one ~e.nae the ''Ot.en of the State are 
atot:kholden in tbi1 bu1ineu and han a ,•err definite right to pue at the 
1tock.holden' meeting, in other worda on Eledu,m Day, &I to whom they want 
to bal'e manage tbi1 big buaineu concern. t am more and more impreued 
with the f1d tl1at the most suCffA&ful GO\·ernon of the past h&\'e been thoee 
who had a real fa.miliarity with the State a1 a whole and with the need1 and 
deaire1 of tl1e different countiea and dift'ertnt &eetiODI. Some of them obtained 
their knowledge through tbe Legislature, othera who had an intimate penonal 

~;~~~·l;!f~t~~~o~g~tri~:·el~ t~a~a;;~ ~-e~~~~rl'~~~~~ie .;_r a~o~~~~';;r '!!: 
at t11e aame lime be aufficiently human and •umciently int.erest.rd in the people 
of the State that be will be thinking eonatantly about waya in which their 
,.·elfare ean belt be promoted. 
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