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ADJli\ESil 01 GOV. I'!Win.Ill D. ROOSrn:t.T 

D!t.IVERED AT SIIIACUSZ, I . 'fe 

Ootober 22, 19)0. 

COV • l!O()ljEVl:LTa I .... t to tal~ to ;you tonight OD a 

oubject wblcb I de .. or pal'lliiOUilt 1aportaace to tbe otata, but 

on wblcb t.be llepuHloan pnrtr tbla ' • U oanact point to t.bell' 

record "itb RN~t pJ"lde. It boo been a Mttar or contl'oftro;r 

t or MJIY yearo in this d ata. It boa bean diocueeed at le.,.U. 

in practlcall;y enr;y suberMtorhl election ln tba l • at tan ;r .. r. 

in tble etata. It bao been referred to in tble cupdgn aa oDe 

or the doainant itauea. .lpp&rentl;y, ho ..... er, so r ....... poaaible, 

tba etntaQ or tba llepublican caapal8n - to be to talk aa 

little u pooeible about the oubjeot. I refer to the queotlon or 

the dev.lo~nt or the water po.,.r reeOUl'Cea or tbe at.ota b)' a 

~>Ublic agency tor tba public benefit. 

I aa trying in tbla caapof8n to bring thle 8Ubject aa 

clooe to tba boaea ot the wtar• u I can. I aa trying to point 

out to aur citileDC bow the d .... lopaent of electric1~ by the 

etata '1111 dlreotl;y street o.nd beMtit tho in tbell' ddl;y Una. 

llbile 1 t la true tbat induetry 1 and partlcularl;y uau­

t • cturera, bon for years enJoyed the beMtito o.nd adwo.ntaceo of 

electl'lci1;y1 it 1o equell;y true tb• t tho anrace ... u conoUMr 

in hio ~ 1o Just boti.nn1na to realbe bow 1apor t •a t it 1o for 

b1a to obtain DOt Juat eloctriclt.J, but c-p electriclly< l n blo 

hoM. It wu olurl;y broucbt out t •tore the Co•laalon on llewiolon 
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of the Public Service Commiaeion Lew wb;J tbe power cocapanies were 

williDg to oell cheap electrici t7 to big indUBtriAl consumers . It 

waa because a large manu!acturi.ng corp .. ratlon could produce 1 ts own 

power very cheap~, and the utili toy coapanieo ware c0111pelled to sell 

electricit7 at low rates in order to prennt these large corporationa 

from setting up their om plants and producing their own electric power. 

In other worda, tbe competitive principle protects the corporationa 

aga.inat exorbitant rates, wbereae the pri vate home owner is compelled to 

l'J\q trom a aonopo~ becaul!le he could not under any circumstances produce 

his own electricity. 

lis all know that the great magic of electricity waa original~ 

used for lighting purpooea on~. It then spread to the f actory for in­

due trial uses . Now, however, the time has come when electric! ty should 

be carried right into our very homea so as to l ighten the drudgery of 

housekeeping . You and I know that scores of electricall.7 operated 

household appliances have been invented. Of course, the bouaerlves of 

the atate ca.anot eiiJO)' these now inventiona aa long as the r ates for 

current continue to nm as high as the7 now do. 

We can observe at close baDd the beoefi te of cheap olec­

tricit;T in the home. J.croso tbe St. Lewreoce Rinr is tbe Province of 

Ontario, Canada. There electricity i o developed from water power, ey 

what 1o known as the ~Electric Co..t10ion of Ontario , through a 

loqua or amicipali tioo where service is rendered to each cla10 of 

conoUMr on a otriot~ aoat of oorvice baoio. 

It bu been eotilo&ted b7 oxporto that for &D noraco faail)' 

of four poo,>lo ocauwtng oix roou, and obout one tbouoo.~~<l oquoro foot 



of ep1co1 1t -a.1 reqllire about :185 ldlo..,tt boura tc run a c011plote}T 

oUetritied bowoobold, Thio _ ... the woiae of eloctrici ty tw light, 

cooltiae, retncoration, ironiDC, to..etiDC1 ftCWIII cleaniae, radio opera­

tion, ~· slililg •chine, t au, watne irone, cWint! dilb llDd other ldt­

chen appl iiDCo•• I - DOt elwell ot leDCth on the reducUon in bou .. -

bold lt.bor which ouch electricAl ";>plittncu ooa.l4 briDe about, In Toronto 

aDd other lt.rse oitile of C..nacla, it woulcl ourpri .. you tc know tbo.t all 

ot theao appl irDCeo con be o;>emted for u little ' " $),40 per DOnth, t 

_, tbo.t a ...,..., could haft all the benet1ta ot theno bou .. bolcl labor 

tJ&Yiae dniooo tw • ..,.,th, at the rate ot S3,40, 

t oa ouro tbat tb~t 1a • eborp ccntrut tc 'I!Mt you people in 

SyraCWII, in lew Iork, in &111 city, or in "ffY country diotrict, lfOUlcl poy 

tor the · · - thiae· J.o • • tter or t act, you in t yncu .. would poy alllloot 

t.bNe tiMe u IMICbl c.nd , ot th•t, you in :;yracwoo enjoy a rate wbicb 11 

a t leaot cbeapor tbon ..,et other c1t1ea of the !.tcte, In Bow torl< C11;y1 

tor o:1011plo1 tho bouoowite, tor the a!UM applioncoa, ,..uld po)' o.!Jooat oi:Jr 

tiMe u IIICb por DOntb, or tl9.95. Down in 'leatcbaater, wblcb poya 

alllloat the bl.gbut electricity rateo ot tbio state - •t. VerDOn or l!hite 

Pl..al.u, for euaplo - tbe rate ...ulcl be a l.acot eight tiMa ftl .,oh, or 

t 25,63, Clooo 'ty bore, in Aublarn, lllld in ilocbeoter, tho rate would be 

tl3.40o In other ... rcla, wberoao a ..., .. n in Ontario, Canada , in a clt,r 

ot the abo of SJncu .. can enJoy a c .. pl ete}T electrified houaebolcl 

tor "bout e3.40 por 110ntb1 bore in ~yraCWio you could only cot your 

ll.cbta, electric retrieoratlcn and perbllpo a tooooter, The tdoa of oool<tnc 

by oleotrioit¥ at tho rateo DOw preniltnr 111 our ot te h out of the quaa­

tton, except tor rich poople, 
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In llow !ol'll: C1t,y on aiiOUilt of f.3.40 a 110ntll would perhaps 

bu,y electric li&hta and aqba an electric iron 1\Dd a to•otar, In 

lew Rocballo, down in lfootcb.&ctar, ;you would be luolQ' to &:ot ;your 

li&bta olone tor thl• • -t.J oDd 1n GoneYa 1 it would ell be conCUMd 

1n 1>8¥111;; morel;r tor electric Utbta , 

llow at cour .. there • r• anero.l re aoua ~ there ahould be 

llliCb wide dltforoDCo 1n r otoo betnell the c1 t l oo 1n Ont..r1o a D<! tbo 

c1Ueo 1n llow York State, A lcllowntt of electrlcitv' 1a tba '""" 

wbatbor it 1e u .. d 1n C,DAda or in !lew Ion, It t.ok .. the ..,.,. ~ 

bar of Jdlowatta to COOle A beet' otolf 1n Toronl.o oo i t doe& in Cyraouoe , 

'fbero are ... eral ro oont1 d 11 there should be tl1o wide dltferonco ln 

ooat tor theae k.Uowatt hour• • Soee of these reasons t.l'UCh oe our fail­

ure 1n tbe paot to rqulato ettectivol;r tho ~u'hl.ic utility co13panloo ot 

tho at& to, """ 110ro J,llll't1cul.orl;r 1 tba el ectric li&ht and power cot~penloa, 

aDd tho aboonco in tblo ot.to ot tho offoctivo threot of co01potlt.ion b7 

IIUD1clpellt1oo, I oball dleouoo i n later apeochoo durtns tbh CtUOi"'i&n• 

It 1e unquoattonabl;r true thot tbe broolc-dOWil 1n ro1ulat.ton 

bao doue IIIUcb to koop our oloctr1CA1 rata• blflh o.nd tb' t '"' ll .-e been 

tor bublDd otb..r governaonto 1n pon:it.tlng our mllllc1pi111U oo to go into 

tbe bustnooo or eollin& ito c1t1aona oloctricltv' wbanovor ito c1t1oona 

wt nh to <lo oo, a wbenovor tbcy f1Dd tbot they are bolng cbnrled UD­

reooonablo and oxorbltont r a too b)' their local utillt;r C001p, n1ooJ but 

I wtoh to concontrata on '<hat t o b7 t ar tho DOro iaport.lnt • nd tundlo­

MDlol ro oon, In Canada, tblo X..,W. ot l!unlCil"'litieo dovolopo oloc­

trlcit;r holl t..beir own wotor po110r, 'ftle1 dovolop it tor the l-enotlt 



or tlle1r o..,. cU.i-. !M7 aoll it. to tlleir cu.t- at ... ""ar coat 

•• ;x: .. iba. 'lhU.a, tar decadea, ,.. """ ......, pelW1 t.Unc the IOilllODa 

or bo1'11epo,... ~1Ds 1o t.be !low or ~!:e 6t. La- RJ..,.... to co 1dlJ' l>T 

OD ita 0H17 t.o tbe OOKD, tile CaD8di.aJI 101Dicl.,..Ut.1 .. Mft been t.oJdJJc 

aclnat.qa o! their Datura! wet.er power .... OIU'ha eo & 8 t.o collftiH it. iot.o 

cbeap oact.rlcit;r • 

.... 1o low York wo baft 110t ....... ao w1... 'le beft Ciftll tro.a­

cb.iua t.o prints corporationa t.o d-lop olect.rlcit;r rr- beth water 

power IUid coal. Attar the elect.rlclt;r liDo been d-loped l>T t.beH prbat.e 

corponot.iona, t.bq, of course, n•t.un~ ..,t. t.o .. u 1t t or u c....,t. a 

prc1'1t. ao t.he7 poaaib~ can. !bey llllt.1u'all7 are not int.eraat.ad 1o t.be 

cone.--. Tbo7 are 1ot.eraet.ad onl7 1o t.belr o"" profit.. In C&Dilda, elec­

t.rlcit;r 1o 110re cbeapl7 d .... loped aDd u eold onl7 with a •lew toward beM­

f1t1ai the co.._.. In lew torl<, " ·""" elect.r1c1t;r deweloped 1o a 

110re -uiwe •nMr, ~ eold prillar117 with a rt" toward beMfitiJii 

tile prlftta corporation. 

low, w1i1J be-'t,.. been do1Dg the - t.h1Dg 1o In torl<. It 

1a .... old •tor,.. IUid tho .. or 70U who "" .. - .. 1ot.eroat.ad in at.. te -

patcu are tulllar with it.. b t nr bact •• 1907, t.be ~Geotion bed bee.._ 

acute aa t.o bow t.be •tor power 1o t.be St.. La.......,. aad liapra 1!1ftn •• 

cotnc to be d8ftloped. Up t.o tllet u.., ud 1DIIaecl u late u ti ... ,. ....... 

..rt.er, tile ot.at.e ot •• torl< bad bee11 craat.I.Av traDcb1aaa to priwat.e 001'­

porat.lona peralt.t.ioc tMe t.o 1180 t.be •t.ere ot t.be ltacara RiYer tor t.be1r 

own prlftt.e profit.. 

IW-lnc tile lut. two o-..e, t bewe bao11 1111 to tbe l l.acare aad 

St. Laarnca lliwer a - r ot tiMe. 0.. t.laeoo •ltit.a I baYa -• po-



boll.,.• erected b)' prift\e corporotloaa which obtdaed l'n.ncbiaea 1'roa 

tile :t.a\e pract.1oall,7 tor aot~W~~. I col.lld aot bat reflect Oft tile ebort.­

•ichtecl poliq or t.boeo put lectelat.uraa which bAd .., waftto~ gi'r• 

awq tile berit.ace or tile people or tile at.a\e. 

I lwl ~ before t.bat gi'Nft tile aubJect aiCb coneidantlon 

' 
8.1111 bo.d coa detill1telJ" to tile coacluaion tbat tllat pol1c7 bo.d bean -

-c and .....-, but u I at.ood on tile t.na or tile St. r.c. ......... 

8.1111 Jiagara Ri:rera o.nd aaw t.b1e rich poa~eaion which aboald rich~ 

belocg to tile j»>pl.e ot our ot.a\e, going into tba powr bouaeo or prin\e 

corporat.iona, I fomed a rtra noo1ft t.bo.t zo lo - ae I ..., Goftraor, 8.1111 

ao loD6 aa U 1a a t all poeaible tor a s tate agenq to dnelop tbeoe r-

.-o, tllet DO """ would tllq be giftll or louad to priwate corpora-

tiou. 

lou all recall the Yiolaot a~le which Gonrnor Sal.th corriad 

oa> with a Rapublioan LagialaW... ower tbia question Iince hie war, f irot 

election. &o ud our ?l'rtr lwl detiDiteq ali£Dad t.baudwae on the ai de 

ot tile priaciple tbo.t tlleae •tar powr reiiOU1'etla -...t be dewelopad bJ Aft 

.. ...., or tbo. people tor tba benefit or tbo. people t.bauoln s . '!'be Repub­

liC&D part.J, oa> tbo. otller band, in i\e plstrora, in ita public ut\eraacaa, 

8.1111 1JI tba speacbea or ite leadera, bad datiDitel,y tbrown down tba go.unt.­

let 1JI fa'rOr or leaaiJic tbao• reaOIU'OH to print.. corporotiono ror pri­

ftte u:ploi t.atio.._ Four twa we -t to tile polla "" tbat precloaineat 

U-J four twa tba people or the at.ate YOted 1JI t ... or of pablic d ... a1-

.._.t. '!'be llepuLUC&D Locialatift l.Mdaro retluad to riald. ! 01.1 all 

~r the atirriJic dqa, at the •114 or tbe reo.r 19<~ . Under the plan 

or r80J"'&Aiaad IOYO ..... t which -· to co into arreot. on JAIIU&rJ 1, 19. 7, 
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water -r J.ee .. a .. ,.. DOt to be ettecti.,. unleoe app!'O'N4 b7 the co'Nr­

oor. Up to JtUJUU7 1, 1927 water po ... r 1euee could bs'N been d'ND out 

b7 tbe JepubUcac controlled water power co..f.ooion without tbe coaa ... t 

ot tbe ,o........... • te• -lta ...-~ ot tbe )'eo.!' 19:16. '!boo Jepublic:an 

lead..,. ot tbe atate b-.1 coea to tbo c.-lwllon tbat ao .. , it ..,.r, • o 

tbeir opportWll.q to leaee t.hla eater power to prlnte eo.poudao. "Tbq 

public~ aDAOUI!Ced tbat tba7 ave col.JI( to do itJ J1Ut tllne .... lta betore 

tbe7 were to ro out ot exiotaftca tbeuelnoJ alld Jllllt tbree ftelto betore 

tbe IOftl'llllll' .,. to be ~nn tbe wto powr Dftr leaoeo. '!boo people ot 

tbe atete ave otartled at thl.o dariqf. .Public op1n1oo wae arc>uoed. Pro­

teat. bep.n to COM in trca ....-lou. parte ot tbe etote. Ficall7, Goi'ercor 

Sal th, aot bel..M able to obtain tbe a .. ietonee ot tbe Republican !ttorcey­

Gecerel, llr. Ottl.cger, wboee a1po.ture waa about to be attlxed to tbe 

leaae, wss coapelled to go out to obtain prlnte counael to preftct tbla 

wr<>DB ou tbo people. Be 1II81IIOCl a cbdl1011 clar1ng tbe Republlcu leaden 

to go tbroulh with u. '!boo Bepublic:an leaders 1Nil'e atraid to do it. '!boo 

leaae e a oenr •t&Ded• 

And alcce thee the t t&:ht bee beu carried on. llbeo I tirot .... 

to Ubeey we were co ........,. a aolut1on than 8'Nr betore. 'l'hl 1\epubllcea 

leadera """ otill t or prlftte d..,.J.op.ent. They had tor )'e&ro beea e,... 

r aced in an a tteapt to decel'N the people ot the otete b7 eucb phnoee ao 

1cal1ecablo rirbta of tbe people in tbo tee ot their qter power reoourceo. 

'fbe7 woad thea• hirb ooaad~ npreaoloDI aad a t tbe - U• reoa.rellded 

that the deftlo~nt be b7 ..... ot le• aeo tor lOCI to..... lloe0 you and I 

'lmow, tbat it ... ... . , 1 ... or proporrt)' a nd tea .. lt away for 99 J n ro, it 

doeac't do 1UI Yl rJ -~~ I OOd to V l k t bout our inollecable rlt hW lD the f M 



ot t!Not. piece or pro;>er1,r. II t.M •tate 1a coiag t.o leue • WlQ' t.o 

pri""te corporatlou for a period ot 99 7M ra, tile beDtfite of ite 

water po,...., it 110n' t do 7ou or .. &IV' coocl t.o reflect u,on our iD­

aUellllhle ricllt.a iD t.M f .. of t.ll&t •ter po•r. 'lblt point b t.ll&t for 

99 7MJ'II .. line DO control .....,. tile ueo to • llicll our propert.T 1e put. 

Tile f act will atlll reain, aDd I aa . ,.,.. will be i..,...aaed upon oa witll 

eacll 100ntlll7 electric licllt bill, t.ll&t altlloqll tlla people Jd&bt baft 

tlla inalleoable ricb1. to tile power, Ule priftte electric oorporatiou 

will coutime t.o bt.Ye their ino.lieoabla 1'18bt. t.o tbair tnordioate prof­

i1.a. 

Io ~ speech of acceptance, aa the lluocntic caoclidate f or 

go.,.l"DOl", I ot&.ted tll!lt tbo tille bad COM for the derioito ee t&bl1e-ot 

or Ule principle• ae • part of OW' tlloclaaeotal law, that tile p!o'aical 

poea .. o1on a ..: <!e.,.lo-ot of our etate o'IID8d water power liteo allall 

DOt i"'•• .trM tile llu>da tile people ct tile atete. Io rq YflrT tiret 

a-1 ••sac• t.o the J.ecis4ture, I a alr.ed u- t.o telr.a up Ule queatioo 

ot tba dnelo-ot of our <ater ~ reaourceo ao tbat Ule tltla aDd 

cooataat coot.rol of tba pc.,.r ,aoarated at · tile acurcao obltll nw.1D 

ftCted in tile people aDd obllll DOt be aU..,.ted b7 lcmr tei'R leueo. I 

a a'lced tile P.epubllcao leaden of the lacia4ture to iutrocluca tlleae bille 

tbeuel .... , 00 tbat 1t could be - • ~ ........... n..,. ...rua .. 

t.o do u.. I tllea aotlocl tile lleDOcra\io leadoro t.o introduce it, aDd thq 

aot ool7 introduced it, but ...Se 100tlooo t.o dischl<l'l• tile R.iJ'lbl1cao eo­

aitteoo troa coooidora tion ot the billa, oo tbAt each 1ocl1widuol l aah­

lat.or Jd&bt baft aa oppcrtuniq t.o &QTOII biuelt on tile .. tter. Tile 

!WpubUcaa laadn e would not ..,.n pera1 t t.lw -.u to t.o r et wt of tile 



c:ooalttee, &lid U..,. werto IDOtller..t. CuJoifll tbe 1 Ot dr)'S O( the l<>;;q 

s eaaion, I qai11 urced tile lqlolature to peoe tbie lo,1al • t101l, &De! 

qllio tbe:t re!Ulled. 

I11 tblt ...., .. u ... , public opillion bad 'beo0110o ...,... aDd .,... aro..-. 

It """~ more aJld.,... felt. FinaU,. tile Mrl. :tMr, 1930, .. rter I 

bad q&JA req\loteted tile lllielatoare to take .tepa to ... rde thia dnelop-

.. at, a ad wben the:y could 110 lon.!ler wltbet&D! the force or public opini on, 

tbe,- introdliCed IIJitl i"'••ed a bill pNY1d1111! tor • co-.ioa1on to be ap,>OiD~ 

ed b)' u to set Ill> a plAn Ybereb)' the ... t.er po'"'r reoourcee or tbe ot.te 

OD tbe St. I.wre""" !'J.ftr could be deftloped b)' e etata q eaq tor tile 

beuofU. of the co...,...ro tbeuelT .. so ae to proTide tbo cbeapeot r atae 

aad beet oGrdce tor the people of the stata. 

!bat co-.ieeion bu been appointed b)' a:.e a Dd l a DDY a t ""rk 

forwalatinl a plAn b)' which I hope tbe peo.,I<> .,111 ultinatal,- obtda tile 

reel adwet•sea in ebMp olectr1c1t,. 1!hich their 11a\unl reeource1 contein. 

I do aot, or eouroe, cloie tbe credit tor tbie final rtcto1:7. 

For 7eera the !lf.ht b1cl been carried 011 b)' Oet;ocratlc otll.taSMD, aDd ;oor­

tlcularl,- b)' Conruor tatth. I aeret,. toot U;> tba battle -,.. be bftcl 

lift orr, but neither be nor I Dar both ot u.o could !an - aqJ iuwl'OOJ 

bod it aot been tor that •wer-crowinl, ... r-lnebtant public op1Dlon •bleb 

bod u;aoee- ltaelt 10 onr-lalJII[l,- U.. aDd o.~aln at the poll• throucb­

out !.be atota, aDd Ybieb we1 d-•11"" lta rltbt a..: diM ill the fora of 

cbMper electrialt.J. Aad • lt.boucb the clala bu baa ude b)' tile Republicaa 

Part,. tbet lt .. 1 tbe7 who eterted tbll eo-1aa1on on ita •7• I cea bn.t 

quote troa "" editoriAl ot t ho Raw tori< Tluo of .:epteeber 24, 1'130, Ybioh 

M71 , "'fM truth 11 that tile a.publlc..,a, tbeir proto1tatloDt to U. 
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oontr&r7 notw1tbat.and111i1 eurnnder..S to tba Covornor on th1o 111118 

lut. winter,• 

a>t oti' l tho ourrender •• on'IJ' a half -be&rted one. I 

we indeed turpriaed to rud this in the 19JO platt'ol'lll of the llepub-

llc• n Partor, "h prollioe a opeec!T aolutlon of tba problem of dnelo;>-

Mnt or water po .. r naouraaa or tho et.at.e ~hich ch•ll be baaed on 

oound and eeonoale pr1nc1pleo rntbar t.b.•n on poll tical erpedlenc,., • 

'!'bose ,.,rda h~Ye a fe>ll111ar air. I used to read 'OfOrda like thea in 

tba llepubllco.n ?lAttoraa which b•d dafln1tely deol'IJ'..S for the ;x>licy 

of _pr1Yat.e l"oeo, l'r~tnlt'IJ', I do net lilte tbllt. l.o.Jlll""ge, I IIUch pre­

far, nnd I 011 aure tba voters or the ttltt.e will aucb prefer, the lAn­

i\11'1• or the Doaocrstlc !'latt'ol'lll, wb.J.cb .. ,.. on this 15\lbjact, "l:leot.r1c 

eneri)' abould be d..-.loped by the s t>1t.e froa ita uter po'ler reoourcaa 

in order to .n;.:uro lo-vrlced olect.r1city. • !low in this caa;>•il!;n, let 

uo race t he obrtoua fttcte . You &D<I I ltno~ wbo tho leaders of t~e lle;>ub­

Ucan ?art,y are. Iou and I l<no• tbl\t. theee lelldara or &t le st ~ great 

IIIUQ' or t.boa , ,.. daf1n1tel.y and ;>Ubliol,y aligned "1th t he cro~t. electric 

ut1lll.)' COII;>on1ea ot the ata ta . The:! are ott1cara and they are !.area 

atockholdara in alactrio a.nd ;x>wr COOipelliae Ybich, in co:::bl.not1on, b.•n 

a l.Jooot a 110nopol,y of electr1o11.)' ond vcw•r i n tbia at • te, Do they •a11t 

the etll t.e to d ... alop this •• tar power or would tbey lllta to " ' " their 

own coapaniaa do 1tf Ara thay 1nt.ereat..s in pl'O'fidlng oheop elaotrici ty 

for you or an tha7 interaat..s in prorldi nt l rae profit for thtaaalnaf 

lou om I know that lha. 1 lMdar& of t"" HepubUc"n Ptrt;r, ao cloaa'!J' ti..S 

up with the ,r .. t electric uttlU7 COli) niao ot the t tt>t.e, ro tho ona1 

olio dlotaw to tho r rl.)', nol on'!J' t.halr polloi u , rot loo 1 
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Iou llllllt ......,her that wbeu tbia oOIIIli .. l on •bleb I appointed 

hr1nga in i t o report, the work 1a onl,y h>lt done. I kno• that th-t coa­

aioolon will do ita t'Ull dut¥. I, IIJaelt, peraonftl~, want up to the 

St. L.wrenco Rinr With thea a nd peraoM~ inopected the d t .. On which 

ww e.ll hope the otctto ..Ul ooon erect ita llllgo power atructurea. 

a.t when tho t work i o done b)' tho cooo:daeion, bot oro o.eythinc 

turtbar can be done the le&ialature of tho. Gt.at.a ot ftew Iork o.nd the 

Go'fOrnor wat approve. I CIJIIIOt bell.,.• o.nd I u aura t.b.-t lhe TOtaro 

of the Stnte -tll not 'bellno that a Republicllll Legiel• lure t.nd " Repub­

lic•n Gowernor will look ao kind~ upon thlo pllln of publlc dnelopeent 

aca inat WbiCb tho)' bWO fOr 00 Mey )'Mrl and tbroU~;b 10 110111 t.dminia­

t.r.tiona fOUl;ht and protested. I ecnnot believe, eopeciol~ in view ot 

the ~· of the Republic&n Pl•tt:on> tble )'oar , that the)' " ill not 

do a ll in tbolr power to bo aper and ;>rnont no.! do ley AD)' forn ot public 

develo~nt f or the benefit of tho. people. 

It would be o~ cOIXIon ooDJI8 on the port or the peo.,le to on­

truet the developunt or that plan and the .,......,.inc out or tboae polici es 

to the iJilrt¥ 'IIIIich, tor co "'lll7 :r .. r a, bao otruaglod a nd touaht for ita 

initiation. You • • n, M cb one of r ou, do )'OUr •re on olootlon dq to.......S 

tba reo l1oa t.ion of l.bn t thoor;y ot dovelopeent "bleb bno oo l OJ\It aotull ted 

•nd f or.ecl int.alll.«ont public opini on in this otato. 

:;.,"" Republic •n ot t.aa110n ancl Part)' leadore are still renewi1111 

tho old obJootlon that th11 pl• n 1a ,>Uttlng tba ot.at.a into buein•••• !loth­

in& could b far ther troll the trutb. llu;>pooo t ho P.o ... blic•n Part)' had 

bnd it• •1 o ad bod Ciftn a f r a nchilo to a prln to cor >Or otlon to d.,.olop 
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thia ;>o,..r, •bot eould baft bop~f It 1IO<lld bo.n ,one out oDd -.l.d 

ban b1ftd eJ1111.,....o aDd 1101114 baYe proc-..s to conat.ruct ~ dam ocrooo 

the St . Lnrenca R1.-r. It would of coune, baYe flret obtdned b7 nego­

tiation tbe cooperation of tba outbor1t.1aa ot tbe prodaca ot Ontario aDd 

the llomin1on ~r Canada aDd of the f e<!arol autborl tloo in tblo a tate. '!'be 

otota c&n do tba ..... thiJ>e. It ca.n eat tbe ••- •nclnearo ud csn b7 

contract build tho ••• k1Dd of d&a1 811d I tor ono, .,. ua..S.lllag to ""7 

tbat tb.e St ,,ta can not :o this job ,jllOt ao etticientl;T ae a prbato col"­

;>oratloll. In fact, b7 "l.rtue ot ita powero ae to tax exeaptioa, &lld ani­

DeBt d.-in, it could do 11. IIUCb 110re cbeapl7 ollll offic1cnt17. 

ODca tbe po'M!' 1o d"eloped1 end 1o reod7 tor a•le, tban tba 

atate 11 in a poe1t1on to dictate tbo price • t ~ch 1t can be collftred 

to tba ultiloata coneUIIItr. lfe boYO no deeire to intrinao n,><>n tbo le<1t1-

•ta reuoiUlbla prot1ta of • 1117 in.. .. tor in publlc utilit)' atoc!r:e. He 1a 

enti tlad to a fair return on b1a infta-nt. 

that 1o tbe 11bolo otoey, o lot ue once aDd for ..U atop tolt­

inl: about wbotbor tbe state abould bo ,ut into boeiooaa or not. 

Tbe ia;>ortoot dut7 or eney citiiOJl of the atoto - l&~ra, 

booinana .. ,., tbe preea, tba agricuJ.tonl intareote , 1\nd tbe •nnge 

....., in tbe etreat" - h 1'l'OII no" on to •orlc 'll'bolebee.rtacl4 for tho c.:rey­

ine ont or the propooed poliq 1tnd tbo plan <¥111ch, I • • cootidant, wUl 

result the ... rroa. I • • confident that tho great ,.Jor1 t7 or ci u .. ,.. or 

the at" to eaat to ••• o...atblnc done, bali"" U..t we ... t wort out a 

ot • to 0£81107 Mtbod of deYolo-nt Of our R""'t Mturol electrical 1"0-

oourcao tn oucb wa7 tb• t tho co11trol or tbetJe raa~urc .. • ill ......,. pooa 

r ..... tho .. w ol ,>Oooooalon or tbe ot to itoalt. 



Development of Water Power Resoureee of the State b y a Public 
Agency for the Public Benefit 

CA MPAIGN ADDRESS 

SnAcu&r; Octobn" 22, 193<1. 

I w11.nt to talk to you tonij!ht on a 11ubjeet which I deem of paramount 

~~r~~~~~~et:O t~!~r ~~e;~~b~it~n fr~~~~h r!tre.n"f:b~~~·~.c!',~r~y n~~~~~a~: ~:~: 
trover&' ' for many ' 'l'ltr& in thi11 State. It has betn difiCUl'llcd at length in 
pr11.ctica lly e\'Cry j!Uixornatnrial elN'tiou In the ln11t ten ye11re In thie State. 
It baa been rC'fcrred to ill thi11 ca111pai~n u one of the domina nt isauee. 
Apparently, howenr, 110 fa r "" pot111i hle, the 11tr11tcpy of the Republican cam· 
paign st>emll to be to ta lk u l ittle llll JlOIIlli ihle about the flubjtd. I refer to 
the question of the dc,·elopment of th f' water power re11nur<"tll of the State 
by a public a;!ency for the public benefit. 

I am tr,•ing in thie campaign to b ring this aubject aa r lott to the home& 
of the ,·oterll as I can. J am lr,\·in~ to roint out to our citi7.e.ne ho~· the 
de\•tlopment of electricity by the StAle will directly affect a nd benefit them 
in theu dail)' Ih·e& 

\Vbile it is t rue that induatry, and particula rly manuf11clurue, hue for 
yean enjo,·l!d the benefits end adnntagtt of elactricit.y, it. it equally true t.bat 
Lhe "'·erage &mall eomuiner in hia home ia ju1t MginninA: to realize how im· 

ro~~:.nt lj: !~a!o~,!~;~,.t~~!~~~ :~~ j::e·f~~:!~~~ic~~,;,!i~f!:a:nek':i!t~? !~ ~= 
Pnblic Servi~ Commiaion Law why the power eosnpaniea were willing to 
aell cheap eleel ricit,· Lo hi~ indu!!trial eon11umcr11. I t "'all 1)«SUIIC a la rge 
manufac-turing coqKnntion rou ld produ~ itA own power \'try cheaJIIy, a nd 
the util ity companiell wt>re CCimpelltd to ~~ell e\edrieity at low rates in order 
to pre\'ent these IA.r:!e t"'r[IOratinnll from lltllinfC up their O'lll'n plants a nd 
produeinJr t heir own electric power. In other wordfl, thc rompetitive pr inciple 
protect. the corporations againat exhorbitant r ata, whereaa the private 
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::::r ::;e:ir~~=::~~e:r~u=\i!'::n •,t:~~kh;~ bee&uM he ~uld DOt 

11 1~in:11p~;,':e~!~t~e ft~1enm:~~~a~f ~~~~e}~to~~· ~~~~~::!
1!tri.~ u1:. 

J1ow, however, the Ume baa eome when eleetricity ehould be c•rr ied right into 

~:~:·~~.~o:: o~' e\~!~1:_~t~v t!1~~;:~C:r;~u:!h!fduS:;;Jf!:~ t:~e ~ 
Invented. Of courae, the houaewh·H of the State cannot enjoy thue new 

invention• u long u the ntea for current continue to run aa high at they 

DOW do. 

Ac~~.e~~e0'S:."L.~~ec~:e :~~~~ ~~\:="~~,·i~e:h::po:~:r~~~&~!~~· ~':; 
electr idty i1 developed from water power, by what ia known at1 the Hydro­

Electric Commiaaion of Ontario, t hrough a league of munlcipalitiea where 

~ervice le rendered to each clu• of coneumer on a strictly COBt of Mrvice 

baaiL 
It hu been Ht.imated by ext~rltl that for an &\·erage family of four JM!Ofle 

occupying 1hc room1, and about 1,000 •quare feet of apace, it would r«JUlte 

about 285 kilowAtt hours to run a COIII)Jletely electrifled household. Thia 

=~~~~~~~~b~ .• ~~~~~ :~~.~~~;.ri~~~·io f';;pe~~~~~!;1• ~:;;:i~;g r~!~t~~~~iof~·11,:ro.;~'l; 
iron~. cbaflng dish and othl!r kit.cht:rl applian<'f"', J nt:ed not dwell at length 

on the reduction in household )Kbor whicb auch electrical appliance• eould 

bring about. In Toronto and other larjre citiea of Canada, it would sur­

Jiri se you to know that all of these &Jlplianefl can be operated for at little 

u $3.40 per month. I n1ean that a woman could ha\'e all the beneftta of 

these household labor saYing deYi~ for a month, at thr: rate of $3.40. 

1 am sure t hat that ill a Bharp contrast to what you )JeOple in Syrac:u1e, in 

~~:·g.Yo~~· ~~~;~~{e~i~;· ~~:t:"y:~Yil~og;~:;~u~
11~!~\·d "';.~ttafr:!.i0rh::; t':mme! 

~~~aiJIIIU~~O~t:~h:: ~~~~~ y:r :~e S~~~:.H ~~j~~:. r~~~;·tgr~,~~f:: ~~a:!;~~:: 
housewife, for the same appliances, would pay a lmolt alx timet u much 

J)(>r month, or I J9.fl!i. Down in WeRtchutu, which pay• almoet the bigbett 

electricity rat.ea of thil!l 11ta~~lt. Vernon or White Plaint, for u.ample­

the rate would be a lm011t eight timt'll u much, or 125.63. Cloee by here, in 

Auburn, and in Roche11ter. t11 e rate would he $ 13.40. Jn .other worda, 

whereu a woman In Ontario, Canada, In a city of the size of Syracuse can 

t>njoy a oomplr:tely eli"Clriflf'd household for about $3.40 per month, here in 

Syracuse you rould only get your light!!, electric refrigeration ud ~rhap• 

a toa;;ter. The itlt-a of cooking hr elt>tlricity at the rate~ now pre,·a•ling ia 

our State il' out of tl1e qu('Rtion, eX('t')lt for rich ~pie. 

In New York Cit~· an amount of $:1.40 a month would perhaps buy electric 

t~·;~~!h~~~~;:~~,:~ .. ~~~~l~r~~~:~;nt;n;r:: ~~::~~~h!a" af:.:~ ~o~ht~::• :::u!~ 
and in Gene\·a. it would a ll be ('()naumtd in pay ina mereh· for electric lighta. 

Now of course there are lle\·ernl rt'IIIOIIII why there llllou)d be auch wide dif· 

ferenn in ratr:a l.wtwe.n the eities in Ontario a nd the cities in New York 

Stat e. A kilo'o\·att of eJrdricit~· ia tiM' aame whether it it uted in Canada or 

in New York. It take~ the t~.me number of kilowatta to cook a ~~ tleW Ia 

ToronW u It doet In S~·racu~e. There art: aenral reuona why there tbould 

be the wide dift'eren('e In oott for theBe kilowatt hourt. Some of tbete reaaona 

~~~~"uor'~b:a~!~~:. 1:n~h:n!:e't11!':tr:~~~':,~~ ~::C!l:!~~i~t~~~f~~~d ~~!~ ::: 
~~~~n~j:Jp~~~~i!~~ t~~~dl:r~:!•i~t~::e:',~.~!,~:,ec:~:~n~'~~~ ~~!;,~~t.ltion by 

lt I• unquetlion11.1Jl~· trut' tha.L the IJruk-down In rcog:ulatlon has fone much 

to keep our e\@C'trlt'al rat.f't h1gh and that we han been far behind other 

go,·ernmcollhl in permilting our muniriJl&lltiea to go into the buaiii@N of se11· 

lng itt citizen• ell'C'trll'lty wherlt'\'er ltl rltluna with to do ao, and whenever 

::::fr ~:'.~ll~~~~i~~f'~o~;.~~~~ ~~~rf~l•'bn;:a:;:e~:r:~d o~x~oh=~~~~~t;~~r· ~ 
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more Important and fundamental rea.10n. Jo Canada, tbla LeaJUe of :tduulcl· 

}Ullltica de,·elopa eleetrlelt.y from their own water power . They de,·elop It for 

the benefit of their own f:!it izenL They ~~;II It to t heir eitiztna .t u our coat 

u pouible. While, for decadH, we hue been permitting the mUllona of 

horsepower h·lng in the ftow of the Sl. Lawrence rh•er to go idly by on Ita 

way to the oC:can, the Canadian rnunicipall tiea ),a,·e l.letn taking adnntage of 

th~~,:a1t:r~~;·~:~k~~e~1~~:0~;tce!e~ :: !:i:."\~~! ~~!.:t;i:~:·r..:!~t1~~tl; 
prh·ate corporations to denlop eleetridty from both water power and ~J. 

After tl1e electricity baa been dtl•eloped br thue pri,·ate corporations, ther, of 

ooune, untunlly want to llfll It for as great a proftt u they po11ibly un. 

Thet naturally are uol interested in the oonsum~r. They are Interested only 

!:1J 
1:~~~;:~l~r~fi~:ie!" ,;::~:abe~:~~ii~~yl~~ ':~:u~:.

1111t~eN:1!~o::.d ~= 
han electric:it~· de\'eloped in a more exJ)f:D&i\'e manner, and told primarily 

with a \'iew toward benefitt ing the priva te corporation, 
No"''• why haven't we betn doing the anmf' thing in ~ew Yorkt It Ia an 

old story, and those of you who han! been interested in State n mpaigna are 

familiar with il A• far b01dt aa 1907, the que&tion bad beeome acute aa to 

how the water power in t l1~ St. l.awrenc~ and Niltgara rh·en wu going to be 

~f'~~:~~~-'orkt;ta~0 ~nt ;~~~~ih~;df:!
1~1~t:.• t~~ri~~t~''!o~~~!t~!~elr ·v!~!i~~~:: 

them to U84' the waten of the Xi11g1tra rh·er for thf'i r 01\'n prh·ate profit. 
During the Jut two anmm~u. I hne \ken UJI to tl1e Niagara and St. Law· 

r<'m<e ri,·en a number of times. On the~~e \'isits I line seen power houlttl 

~~;:~;; ~~~ ~~~~~!~.N~~~~~~~o~~t"~~~hre~be~il~~d t~:~~:~~i!~~ t::li~~~~ 8~!!; 
!:f"t~!e~~:!~rt'l which had 10 wantonly gh·en away the heritage of the ~pie 

I had long before U1at gh·en the aubj~tt murh ronsideration and had come 

dellnitel~· to the ronrlnalon that that polir~· had been uneeonomir and un.ound ; 

but all I stood on the banks of the St. Lawrenee and Niagara rh·era and uw 

~:~~/i::inr~:~~~~j> ~\;::::r i~~~:~ ;;g~:r,~~t~ ~~::~at~:~~:~~ t=!~~ ~ a~'!: 
re110h·e that 110 long ftl I Rm GO\'ll rnor, And 110 long at It ie at all pouible for 

a State ag-ent~· .to d~,·eiOJI th~ae r~aourr~s. that no more would they be gi\·en 

or ,!~:":~1 t~J'.';'1'-~~ ~~f:~:t:~~~~J!'gle which Gonrnor Smith carried on with 

a Rt>puhlit'An Lt>gislature O\'er this qul'ltion ainee his nry fl.rat eledion. 

:~~~:'~t~~r ~~~~~ ~~l\'~~fl~!~~~~!g:~~~ht:lli~~~~~o~~h:/i:: o!g~hnecr~~dr~: 
people for t he lx>rletit of tile reaplt> themlt'h·es. The Republican Party, OD 

~~ei:_th~~~~:~~:~t.11 ~1~ i~~tf.~t~~;.r~i,r~w~t1tl~~~,
11~h~t~~~~:~t ~:d~~~o~b~,·~r:; 

thi'M' rNwlUrl'tll t u prh·a te Mf!IOrstiona for J•rh·at.,- exploitation. Four timel 

we went to thco poll1 on that prt'd,.minant haue; four times the people of 

th" Stat~ \'Otrd in fnor of public de,·elopment. The Republican legialati,·e 

lt>nder1 refuRtl to ~·il'ld. You all remember tl1e alirring da~·a, at the end 

of t he ~·rnr 1!120. Under the Jllan nf reorg11ni1.f'd go,·ernment whirh wu to 

f:O into etred on Janunrv \, 1027, water power leaaea were not to be 
f'ffH'th·~ uniHI! appro,·ed ·b~· the Go,·ernor. But up to January 1, 1927, 

water power leaiiH t'tmld hne bf.cn J;!h·en out "hy the Republican eontrolltd 

water power rommi~tion without the ron~Jent. of the Go'·ernor. A few 

weeks remained of the year H~20. Th~ Rcpubl iran luden of the State bad 

come to th(' conrlu11ion l11at now, if e\·er. was their opportunity to lease 

thi1 " 'a!er power to prhate rompaniet. They pubtidy announced that they 

were gom~ to do. it. Jll~t thrf'e weeki before they were to go out of e:sillen.,.. 

1.11t'm~h-l"'l, ami JUtlt thrt>e Wf'el:a ht•fore the Go,·eruor "A'U to lw g h·en the 

nto po111·er twe r lt>Aa~•- The People of the Sta te were ata rtled at tbi& 

daring. Publle: opinion wu arouwod. Proteata bet~:an to rome in from 

~b:!i~' t~=,~~~~!ta~~~ ~~at:be PA:;~'ile:~:"el~rn~;.~:~e:~~ ~~~~ c::l':,e':. 
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:~t1:o 1~\~~~~rep::-::te·~::n~l t ·~~:!n~ t~~: !!;~~g wo~1 ~~~~e~ £ .. 
~~e~e;u:n~~~:"feeod~~~1~er!h~f~~u!'!lc:: ~~·d~~e ~a:e0 ~~;c~:~erw!~! 
we~!r!i~~ :!::e:~ !'~~i!1:1t:::11 e~~r~o~~: ~~~e~;p:b~tc!!~:.t;e!1~~~ 
atilt for prh•ate development. They bad for yean been engafed in an attempt 

~ed::;~~ ~et::Of: :l ::e~rs:.~,b~:O~ee~ r~~:=. ... ~~:/eu~1eJ::'hl;~ 
M~unding upreatiOnl and at. the u me t ime recommended that the de,.elop­
ment. be by meana of leaeea for long tern11. Now, you and 1 knoW,. that if 
,_.e own· a pie« of property and lease it away for 99 yura, it ~~m't do ua 
\"UY much good to talk about our inalienable rigllta in the f~ of that pi~ 
of property. If the ~tale it $:!Oing to leue &\\'&)' to 11rivate rorporationa f« 
a period of 9!) yean, t he benefits of its water power, it won't. do you or me 
any good to reneet upon our inalienable rigl1ta in the fee of that water power. 
The point ia Olftt for 99 years we hne no ronlrol O\'tr the u1e1 to v.·hieh our 
propt>rty i1 put. '111e f1tet will alill remain, rmd 1 am sure will be impre18td 
upon ua wiU1 each monthly l'iectric light bill, that nlthougl1 the JH>Ople might 
han the inalienable riJ!ht lo U1e power, the Jll'"intte ('il't'trie eorJIOraliona wiU 
continue to l1ave their inalienable right to their inordinate 11rofit.a. 

ln my speer:h of atttlltlnl"t, u tl1e OemOC'rntic t"andidate for Gonrnor, 1 
atated that the time had come for the definite eiltal.llillmumt of the prineiplea 

:e!t P:t~u0: s~:u'.:~~a~e!~~rta;:~.;~·;itt~~e .l~:i;•i::~ =~~0,: ~:: b~e~;!o:t 
tbe people of the State. In my nry fint annual meuage to lbe' legialature. 
I aaked them to take up the qu~tion of the de,·e)opment of our water 
power reeour<:H 110 that the title And ron~tar1l rontrol of the power generated 
at. the aoureea aball remain nated in the JlHiple and Ahall not be ahenat.ed by 
long term leasta. I uked the Rl'pulJl;ean leaclera of the legillature to intro­
duce these billa them1eh-ea. 110 that it. rould be made a non-parti&&D meuure. 
They refused to do it. I then asked the DemO<'ratie lead~ra to introduce it, 
and they not. only Introduced it, hut mnde motion11 to diAChar~e t11e Repub­
lican committee~ from eonaideration of tl1e billfl. M that each individual 
legislator might. have an opportunity to express llimself on the matter. 'fhe 

~:~>~~~~;;a~.~~:~~e~~tl;~~~-no~~~f~J:~~~~ ;~u~~~;.~·o~ t~:t~~~~ 0!e~~~~u;~t.!i: 
urged the l~gi1lature to paa1 tlliA lt>gislation, nnd again they refuaed. • 

In the meantinle, public opinion l1ad bet-ome more and more arouaed. I t 
v.•u beeoming more and more felt. Final\:'· the nut year, I 930. after I bad 
aJ!ain requeued the lf'l't'illature to take ate)OS tmn.rds thia de,·elopment.. and 
'lll'hen they could no longer withstand the fon·e of public opinion, they int.ro­
duefll and palllt'd a bill pro,·idin,!r for a comml11ion to ht appointed by me 
to Rt up a plan ~·hereby the w11.Ur VO"''et reeourcet of the state on the 
St. l.e'lll'renee Rh·er could be de,·elopt'd b:'' a ltate agency for the benefit of 
the conaumers themeeh·ea ao at to provide the che&I)Cit rat.ea and beat ee:M'iee 
for the people of the ttate. . 

That commiuion h., been appointed by me and Ia now at. work formu· 

~dt~~~t:p:!1~~ ~?:ea"'~h~c~~lri~i~~ "~~fcr;:::\er ~!1:u~~:~~~~~«~b~~;ta~; real 
I do not, of eour&e, claim the credit for thia flnfLI victory. J.'or yeau the 

tight had been carried on by DPmocratie 1tntt>amen, ud particular ly by 
Go,·ernor Smith. I merely took up tllf' batt le where l1e had left. off', but 
neithf'r he nor I nor both of u1 r.ould hun• made any hudway bad it not 
been for that ever·J!rOwinp:. e\·er·insi&tt'nt Jlllhlic opinion whif'h l1ad exprHMd 
iUeJf 10 o\·erwhehnlnJ!ly tinle and a,:Rin at the JIClll"' throup:l1out the alate, 

~~;. w~~~ :lat.bo~~nba~:;11:1aii~ ~:!It~:~ ~~de ~~~y1 ~~e1R:~u0~1i~:~·~:r~~~~t 
It wu they who 1larled tbl1 Commiuion on Ita way, I can but quote from 
an editorial or 'he New York Time. of September 24, 1930, which Mf•• "Tbt 
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truth Ia that the ReJmblic .. na, their proteatationa to the contralJ notwlth­

atandlng, aurrendered to the Gonrnor on tbia iaaue lut winter ... 

But atill tbe aurreuder waa only a half· hearted one. I waa indeed aurprlted 

to reAd thi1 i n the 1030 platform of the Republican Party. "We promlae a 

apeedy 110lution of the problem of de,·elopment of water power r HOurcea of 

the alate which ahall be baled on aound a nd economic principle• rather than 

:~r~1W~:1 tb~l~~~~~· R;1~~~:~~:rdpla~~;;n~ ~~k~iaba;
1~fl~i~~ d~~:~~ 

for the polit'y o f prh·ate lt>ate&. Fra nkly, J do not like that1 la nguage. 1: 

mut'h Jlrder, and I am aure the \'Olera of the ala te will much prefer, the 

lan~ullge of the Democra tic Platform, which .. ya on thia aubject, " Eieetric 

energy ahould be de,·eiOJled by U1e alat e from ita water power reao!.N'cea In 

~~=e~!fo~=1f~~~low\1~~C::d e:~~!:t~:;o ~:ie!'de~~~:f c:h':1~~~~':;bi1~:P!:~ 
a re. You a nd I knOYt' that theee leaden or at leut a great many of them 

: ; e t::fl:~~!: a~':e/uab~!c~ffi~~~~~~ndw~~ .. ytb:r:'f:;,:l~h~lt~~~:; i~r:f~~k 
a.nd poy,·er companiH y,•hich, in rombina tion, have ahnoet 1 monopoly of 

electricity and JK»Wer in thiJ ata te. Do tlli"Y want t he alate to develop th ia 

~~~;~~\':;-.. ;'" 
0~r~~iJtn!11~1 .. 1~~e e'iec~~~~it~·he;;r o;:u ('~~~P:rneieih~; ~~~te~:~h~~ 

pro,·iding laf~e profit for themt~eh"H ! You a nd I know that t hne leaden 

of t he RI"IIUbliran Party, 10 closely tied "I' with the ~eat electric utility 

('()mpaniH of thto etate, a re the on"- Yt'ho dictate t o the Party, not only the ir 

polidH, but al110, in many e&IIH, the1r n.ndidat.H. 
You must remember that wht'n t hi11 oonlmi1111ion wbieb ] a ppointed brinJ.I 

in ita report. the work is only ha lf done. 1 know that thAt commiuion w11l 

do its full duty. 1, my&elf, peraonally, went up to t he St. LawTtnce Hh·er 

with them and penonally in11pected the eitee on which we all hope the t)t&te 

will soon erect 1ls huAe power etrudu.rea. 
But "'·hen that work ia done by tl1e rommilleion. before anyth ing further 

can he do~ t11e 1.-gielature of the State of StYt' York a.nd t he Qo,·ernor must 

a pprove. 1 n.nnot belie,·e and I a m Jure tha t the ,·otera o f the ::itate will 

not beJie,·e that a Ret•ubliean Legi11lature a nd a ReJmblican Go\"unor will 

look 10 kindly upon th it plan of public denlotlment again&t y,·hieb t hey han 

for 10 many yean and throu~h 10 man~· administ ration& fought and p rotested. 

I cAnnot twlic,'e, CIJ~ially in ,·iew of t he lanWJage of the R.publican 

l 'laUorm this year, th11t they will not do aH In their power to hamptr 

a nd pre,·ent and delay any form of tmblie denlopment for the bl"ndlt of 

the people. 
It would be only rommon ~~ense on t he part of the peoplr to entru1t the 

d.-,·.-loriment of that plan and the earrying out of tha&e policies to the party 

whirb , for 10 many yean. baa Jtru~gled and fou,:ht for its initiation. You 

can. l"at"h one of you, do your 11hare on eltttion day toy,·ard the realization 

of tha t theory of de\"e)OJlml"nt which ha& flO long ACtUAted a nd fo rmed intelli-

ge~!:b~:p:c:r:: ;~att!-:n:~':~d Party lead.-rs are atill renewlntt the old 

objeclion that thie pllln i1 putting the State into businH&. ~oth1ng could 

~ fa rther from the truth. Sutli)()ll! the ReJmbliun Party had hlld it1 "Way 

and had ~inn A frant'hise to a printe corpora tion to denlop th ia power, 

what y,·onld hl\·e hapJI"'ned! It would have ,tone out and would hue hired 

en~inreu and would hA\'e proceeded to conatruct a dam at'TOl& the St. La_..,. 

renee Rivu. It would. of roune. ha, •e ftret obtained by ntJtOtlation tbe 

('(K)jM'ration of the authoritiea of the prO\'inC"e of Ontario and th4' Dominion 

nf Canada and of th4' Jo"MerA1 authoritiCI' In \Vuhington. The ::itate can do 

the r.amt> thin::. It rnn :ret till" Mme .-n.inet•n a nd ~an by rontnrl build the 

Mme kind of dam, and 1 for one an1 unwillin~ to uy that tht State, through 

its Rgent'y, rannot dn thia joh jull aa .-Mci4'ntly aa a printe corporation. 

!:u~~r~,0 bft ';!~~~h :::o:~• ('k:·1~r• =~dto•~~e~~:~~~'Jltion, a nd eminent domain, It 

On~ the poy,·e_r Ia de,·eloJ~ and Ia reaay for aalt, then the IState Ia In a 

position to dictate the price at whlcb it ~an be delinred to tbe ultlmat.e 



?95 

eonaumtr. We have no dealrf' to infringe upon the ltgitimate ru10nabte 
profita of any inveator in public utility at.oekL Be Ia entitled to a fair 
return on hia inveatmeot.. 

That It the whole atory, and let ua onee and for all atop talking about 
whether the .State ahould be put into bus lnel8 or not. 

The important duty of every ~itiuo of the State-lawye.ra, bualneea me11, 
the pre .. , Lhe agricultura l intereat a, and the &\'trage "man in the atreet"-

, ~~~~;m .~:w 1~= ~~.:or!h~~~~~re=~~ede!fnld;n!~e w~~~~!:~1:u:h::e;~:r!.'or:! 
confident that the g reat majori ty of citizen11 of the State want to .ee aomt· 
llliug done, belie\'t that we mu" work out a ~tate agency method of de,•elop· 
n1ent of our grut natu ral elet>trical retour« a in sucl1 a way that the control 
of thHe Tf'.OU TC!fl will ne,·er pua from tl1e actual posilellioo of tbe 
State it.elf. 

:I 
I 


	00135
	00136
	00137
	00138
	00139
	00140
	00141
	00142
	00143
	00144
	00145
	00146
	00147
	00148
	00149
	00150
	00151
	00152
	00153

