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Allll!!JliS Ol' GOV• rn&I!!IW!l r . IIOOS£V!L't. 

UTICA, II, l , 

Oc tober 2), 19)0, 

Before I :;u-oceed inte> l>he main t.opic of :q talk t.onight, I 

want firo~ of all t.o ;-.r a tribute ao the le&der of Ill)' Pert7 in t be 

State, and also -:! OWD VU7 personal tribute t o Ill)' old t"ricnd and co.,_ 

r ade, '1. Willlaa B:ra7· I thin..c t hat it 18 a fair at.at&:umt., and at t he 

- ti.ae a conaervotiYG atate:oent wbm I 8"7 t tat DO """ in the Stat e 

haa done laDre tluln be durinc theM pe.et few 7eara t.o apread int.o neey 

1>001< and corner of the State a better and :oore honest und&rat.atldini of 

the hish pur;><>MB and c!efinit o accoa?ll&-to of the at.ate Democr ac7, 

P.e baa beeo indefatigable duri~~~; theae yearo, not onl7 in Utl.ca, and 

Oneida Co1mt7, but thronghout the lenr..h and breac!th of the State in 

l endlnc encourug.,.,ent to and inf'uoiog enthWJiaoa in mon &Dd - or 

bot.h &reat. pa.rt.1ea for t.ne f'urt.bcrance of KQOd t;OTErn.:lent., ana ~t. 

soci al r eform>. 

nen' in Oneida County' and in hit Concreaaional district' 

llr, Bra7 and hie aaaociat .. have oreoented to the elect.orata thia 

eutwm, CaDdidoteo or the hi~t ~uallty for the Concreu or tho United 

Steteo, and for ~b" tenate and !ao<•bl7 of our et...te, I r .. l verr 

atrongl7 that the aondins of lfr, Lortie t.o Concre•• will heln in the 

.;reet .<>r;>oae or reeat.abllahing in , uhinct.on .,re IIOW>d and 80re una 

econQilic pollcien for the eolut1on of our reMOt aerioua diff1cultiea , 

117 t he .... t.oun, I C&D aa•uro you tnot 1t rou •ill .. ad o lleaocrati c 

eenat.or, ft1 frlfl'rkl ·fr. Jillu, ant t.hj c~•uate• tort~;" ~1bly, lr. 
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will llllke it far eeaior for • DHocraUc adain1at.rat1oo to c.rrr 

through tho :>J"Oere•oJ.n l81liolat1on which wo all odvocah. 

ntare are IRWIT extravagant cl&iJia Nde in the Republlcml 

Plat.ror:a t.l1ia year which 1 OX'*lt to d1ocuao during the balanca o! 

the cupaip; but ono or .he -t ertrnapnt 1a the claia wbich tho 

Republican Party takoa ror labor l e .. l alation in t hil a tate. I a:o BUre 

that the lo,;iolat1ve repruentativu or the variouo labor orl:llD1u-

tion8 at .UbaD;r cllllnot bel? but be aaued by t.he clal..ss Kdo b¥ the 

llepubl1C4D Part:r aa to What they have done ror labor. It haa been 

t.ruq atated thst new Iorll: State ,..actical.ly leM.a the Union in ita 

proeeot oot.-u;> or labor legislation. It eervea as a .adel for ll8llJ' other 

pro._reuhe atatae and for IIIIey nationo. 

l!here did 1t a.ll becln7 About Zl ;rears &~;o there ore, in 

tho le~~:ia.loturo «t Albany, a &all III'OUP of young ,..n, trho bad becoaa 

convinced th<lt the ti.u bed long since a rrived in t.!.ia etate men t ho 

leg1t1aate rlibts of the worlcing :nan !Uid tho working ~ro:oan :JILIIt ba 

recopisad. :!oat of tbo5e ;roung aen have t inea become n&tic.I\Ul;r 

f&IIOua. Two of the 1101it ,rooainmt •are the then fenator !lobert F. 

a;:nor aDd Aaa .. bl;ru.n Alfred E. Smith. !be Le,;ialatura waa !k..crat.ic. 

't'he Go-ruoor wu a Deaocrat. I r~e.slxr t _.oee da,.-• v~;q well, becauae 

ao 1 :young Seoator rro:o ~tcboao Count:r, 1 waa abla to witneoa tn- at 

l1rat balld . 'fbat ;rear, ond tho !ollowln' t <10 ;raara ow tho eatoblleh­

"""t ill thio atato of a code or labor luo, or 'actory ino,.ctioo lawa, 

or la.. ror tho bcnwotlt o! labor 1n ' noral ' hlcb ... rlc.od • dof1n1 to 

br .. l< •• .., r,..,. tb ;.ut. T•. notl•ct •hlcb tho ~ rOY10UI Jloopubllcaa 

oda1n1atrat1 no had tun t o tho o oda on I cl..,.,, o ot tl.o lfOI'I<tnc "" 
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and lFOIMD in thl.a aute waa clet1n1tel,7 and atteatlvel.T wiped awq. 

Tboe• :rear• l!I6Ned t..>te ad .. nt or • nn attit.ude toward labor. Tl:e 

axa:lj)le at tJ'oae ;rear• baa ever aince be«> felt 1n thia etata, and 

~he llepubllcan l'erty1 under the .._ t rpe Of UD;>Z'OP'OU1Ye leader­

ahip it hac! in l9ll, hAB co:>t1.nuecl to be the trailer, tawed by the 

Dei::K>eratic ~tor. 

Aacl tileD when the 7"W'i ~ul!labl.;r:oan, lltred E. SoUth 

tmmtuell;r becac. Governor llC'recl E. S:ait !l, in 1'116, tt.e good work 

con<.iDUecl. Liberal a ppropriationa were -· t.o tW.lcl u p the o!ticiwnc;r 

of the Labor De;>artaent, tho liork.-no Coaperuoatioo llureeu, tho oW! 

or racto17 lnepeetoro. 

Duriua t..'loae b o ;yeare or 1919 an.! 192-J, wben llC'recl E. 

Saith wo.a !iret Goven1or t be ;:JI'OL'l'91G in ~eneral legislation t or the 

adVR~c8110tlt and proteoti n ot labor n• reru:oecl. Eut thh wea fol-

lowecl b;, t1JO yeara or GoTornor Uller &lld ev~bod:r who knon &eyt.biJlc 

about tba aubject at all ia ....... or the tact t hat t h• lliller ac!M1nlatra­

t10D d1cl ""'"" to baaper an~ buatrini tb< Labor Dep~U"taent of t hb 

atate than arq other admlniet.rntion in hiato17. 

n wu oot until .ri'IIWU'7 lat , 19:<3, o!>En Alfred E. &11th 

cue beak to .Uben,y that th< Labor Deoert!'s<nt """ coapl e t ol;r rebuilt 

C'roa the wreak ...Uch bad been aade of it by CoTernor illler. Ye&r by 

year, aince then, tb• Labor lawa ..00 tboir adalniatra tion have beaD 

atrengt.nened and it 11 a a1aple fact or hiato17 W'lich can bo readily 

ez.eckec ll~J that t.hia i.8 )roY.,...t, caae io oae n.y, u d ono •a:r onl7. 

It 7"11 l >ok into tJl<· record of 611)' oln~;lo ;>ieca ot labor or oocial 

ftl!U'e lo,;i alation 1011 will t i n ! t.. t th• Clrat df'M.Ikl tor U hal 
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COM 1'roa ~he Duocra~ic Parl:r, and 1'ro. ~he t.11o n..ocraUc Oovcrno•a 

who hr-.e been in otfice since 1923. 

In aboet -n.rr cue the au.:ceation !or otnngthenin& the 

lowe affecting labor and eocbl weUare baTe appeared 1n tbe llelo­

oraUc Gt.ate l'lot!ono. Tb.n h.u fou-ed a ••""'• 1'roa the Daocrat1c 

Governor allkin; the 1ei:J.sla.ture ~o enact tho low. That hoe been fol­

lowed b7 the invariable rule of a C.afin1te ref\u:U l:.7 th., Republican 

l o;:islat.ive leadora to have &J>J1th1n~ to do with it. The firat ,...,.., 

or &:AT NU.,.t1on o1' odd1Uonal labor or ooeial wdfare l e.,ialaUon 

oeoa llO billa to carr;r ou~ ~h< dOnrnor1o ou;.geatlon lntro~ueed b7 

erq llepubliean. Billa are in t.!ll.& usual rout1na introduced b7 ~ 

craUe l eadara in the :><nate an Aaenbly. Thel!:e billa are ;>rom~U,. 

pi&eon-holed b7 tha Republican Co22-ittre Chair .en, on: a .>Ot.ion is ade 

lrJ the lle:><>eratic 1ntl."chiucer t.- diecll&rge the co=Htee 1'roa conal...:er­

at.ia<t of the hill I• that it C&D bo brau_,b~ OUo on t llo floor end •nry 

,....her )Nt on record. The '""~ion i o Yoted down b7 the Re;JUblicao 

•Jorit.7, that's the en• o! tho a~t ... ~t t or tho firs~ 70•r• 

The !olloYinll cwner end au~llllll witne•~ &<n<rally an io­

creued public l.:u.er .. t in t.he .ro:"'I•ed l e..,it:.lat.ioo . The 1D~Erut 

rewlto ~n cl611111lde be1n~ 111141• on u,, nert le~iol.awro b7 civi c end 

ooelel orpniaatione &I well aa b7 or .. anlzod labor Hoell. the oeer.1d 

loiiolot1ve oeoeion uouelly nee tho aame procedure • tho f irat -

compll to roflla.ll bT tb• RapubliCAD lead.oro ~ ot.:.• for &:AT of tho 

't'O:.JOaed lc~el.o.tJ.orl . But, Curing tu1a Hcond ••••1oa, nn Ill\{. ,..,...,_ 

ell over •.he .tate taka .., int· r .. t in t"• cro ,.,..Ua on ...uo t !. 

oelvoa hMJ"<!. 
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th.., n COM t.o the t: 1rcl acaaion, aDd b)' t.lu1t t iM t.he 

!Wpublican l eadera reco&l'ise t.bo fact that •oaothiD£ h&e t.o be done 

bT t.b•. 1hey t.a.:e t.bo Deaocratic billa ot t.he previous two )'e&l'41 

dreoo t.ho:o up w1 t.b t.he aa:se t1 Uea, but ueDd t.b... and weal<Oll t ho 

1n '"tt'l pooeiblo .q. Th•:r tell tho public, bonver, tb~t t hey ar. 

Republ.1n4n h1U. and they tell the publlc how oaueb the Republlcan 

party lono this l<1nd of l e;:ialatlon. 

hendllti:lta et.r~theuinJ; t.h" blUe ao t.hat t~o;r will hue 

raal teet..ll 1n >.bo" are otrered 1>7 t.t• o-.cr .. tlc le,blet.ora. The 

oaeodaoote are dul)' Y<>t£<1 down, an<l the """aculAtod RepubUoan aeu­

ureo ar. put through. 

f.hen t.iul ha'l;>enS, th~ nem...-crat.1c Gonrnor invuiebl;r t!.DdJo 

on !do dealt a bill wh1~, to be sun, 1o a atep ln a ov..nce. It te 

not like the bill w~1ch no """ !de ...-1.)' ben bean 10dvoe&tln6 tor the 

plllt three or tour ,......,, but 1t 1e at least lx.ttor than no bill at 

ell. Naturllll;r, and rlglltl;r, be a11;no tbe bill and U becor.lee a aw 

ot the Gtete, 

Then coaee the final et.e? 1n thr· c&.a.>&i,.n of t.he f ollowina 

autwln: 'l'bc Republican party l eada-a caretull:r noid an;r aeotlon or 

t >:e hlotor:r of tbe le.;.l•latlon. T!le)' carel'Ul.l;r avoid rwaindinc the 

electorate that for two or t ·tree J8Vb• ~fiJ" bad bitterly OP!>C)sed t.he 

le.;iolatioo . They earerull;r avoid aeot1o•1n£ t h&t t ;;a le(iolation u ­

••lt 11 but a ohtodow or the ratoNo or1._1no.ll;r ulcod tor. Tbio •ae 

tor iruotence t .. o biotor:r of t.he 41-h· ur bill tor .. ._ 60<! el,1ldr., 

1a lD<'UatT)'. !eor ft.or )'ear an honeat 41-hour bUl wu latr<Yuced 

b)' • r&\1 La eonfo,aHy dt.. t.h O..•ora\io platro,..a, tear att.r 



-6 -

;year 1t wu p1ceoo-h<>led b7 Republican l eedera. &t lut public opit>­

iaa sot tO atron that t.ho;y had to do 801:1etb1n~, 80 t hey .,.ared a 

49-l/2 hour bill and e&ll.ed i t a 48-bour blil. 

1'he7 point eitll !lt'ide to the t11c t t.hat t.bc7 paaaed t he billa 

at &lban;r. Tho:r cle.U credit tor the l.fog1.c1a tJ.on L'ld, b7 t t.io tors ot 

pc>Utical dloboncet.J' , hope to d.cein the vot.inli public. 

now, .... aatter or aupl• fact, t hat i e the t.rue b1etor7 or 

t.r.e •83 our labor 1eQiolation lv.>a got on tho otatutH books during tbe 

paat tw1111t;r ;yaaro. lfob<d;y who 1& inl<retted 1n l.&bor or ""clal 1e!;io­

lat1on 1e in ~he le:ust bit d.ecoived b:r t.l:o claim• or the Republican 

l eeder. Th.,. are, on the tace of t .1e;J. , oo obvioue~ at variance with 

tb6 record t.hat t-hey n~.-er have gaint.~, anJ never will gain An7 vote• 

t or candidate• for state ottice on the Republica.~ tic.tet. 

Because durlnt; my t.hree yeGre in t ho St.a.te Sen&t.o in l9ll, 

1912 and 1913 , I had t.al::.en nr:r ,;reat i ntereot 1n labor and eoci al 1e&io­

lat1on, it p Ye ""' a l)Uticular ba;u1neto to lntereot ;>;yselt 1n the .,..... 

subject again when I went to llbcD;t 1n Jcnuar;r, 1929. Pera ia a brlet 

...-in' up of the record of t he pest t wo ;yel\ra .ntcl• ou;;ht t o be read 

b7 evcr;y liOCiell;y-<!linded peraon 1n t:oia et·.t e, evcr;r person who t .inn 

or t ho welfare of t..'la workers, who alter all ll&i<ea up the crMt ll&jor it;y 

or our population. 

1. 1 uked tor k real e1o,ht hour da;y end 4&-lwur week for 

..,... &ad childrllll 1n 1nduatr;y. Trua bao bean c"nollt.&n~J.:r o.nd con­

otantl.:r ratluled b)' the Republ1oaa lacillature for aan;r ;yure ;>&at, 

ODd wa1 again ret'lloed 1>7 th• ~l>Ucan la&ill&tura 1n 192'} 1111<1 19)0. 

'n\ere 11 on• rerora Wl\! c; otill ,.. ... t no to be aooo• •lbhed. 
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2. I aakecl the l.egialature !or !.!:• .. tabUalt:>eDt of c 

.l.dvieoey Coml.a,ion Of' Fair l'ajl< Board ror wo:a.~ and children 1.'l 

~· Kc'e &lain DOthin& ha.a - ..:co.pllel:eJ, bu.t I •entura 

t.ba prediction that bctb or tbeae de!lllllll!a e1ll be heeded at the next 

oeooion of tbe le&lol.&ture. 

:l. I aoltecl tor tbe extenai~n ot l!orlcl&<on' a Coll;><naation 

to gi-.. Ua ben"fito to aU occupational di""""••• The Republican 

legislative leaa!era refused to paoa or par.:lit tbe cono1derat1on or 

b1ll.& intro<!ucec! by llaocrat1c .. abera, billa o'!licb would haft incl uded 

all occu;>&Uooal diouees witbin til~ -,rot.6ct1on or trorla:len1o Coll;><noa­

t1on. But they did paaa bills ;>artiall;r carr7in& ru~ the Gonrnor1a 

euggeotion b7 addin~ to lobe llat or C0<1pe<1Dablo <!iae"o .. , • it,bouf.. b~•­

ever, including all xcu~tlonal dl~eMI!lt.. Th.ie ia an excellent 

e:.l&liOPl• of hoff tbe Republlc611 legiol.etin leedero, after terrif'io 

!Jl'e81!W'et gaye on.cy balC or what 1• atl<ed. 

4 • for 7t:atrs, t.bs Dtnaocntie p.lattora haa asked f or a law 

M'Oh1b1tl.n;; t be ,;rantin of t.ea;x>rery illjuncUono 1n iroivi,'ual dio­

putea without notice of het.rill~, an •roviai on for trial b<.for~ a Jlll'.Y 

ou 11111 alleged violationa or injunctiono. Thio ..... re.."Uoed 1n 1929 

and for IAOif.1 yoaro ;>revioualJ 't!.T th Republican leadero, but an arouaed 

,..,bUc o~iniOD forced it t b r-oU(;h t.ne l 9J'J aauion . Hcrt~ 1a an llluo­

tration of the final reluat.MJ!t yieldini! to .... bllC O?illion, 

5. !bo temoc:ratic Platfora or 19:18 a.lYoe&tec!, an.! I auad 

tba Le~i•latura ror, a coaaiaoion o! ex;>erta t~ at..,y the aubjact or 

ol4 a a aOOW'ity a alnat not. ln tt.• .A ialatul'a or 1?29 t..~ra ••• 

a ., 'r'f d let I net toalin~ on t l• &rt of t ·' a.publtcan Leal n o t hat 



-8-

this waa too radical a ;>Z'Opo•al for th""' to &<> alone wlthJ nevcrthe­

le., an ~ate and Mri:ed public in~J'tlot forced their bAnda a:nl 

th.,. did so alon& with the erution or the Co:>al.adon I had aolted for. 

Tllb Coll:ldo~ion brOUI;ht in recoaendaUona durinc tha ;:>aat aeeolon 

aod h.,.. again rublio oootaent f orced tbe lw>do or the Republleao 

LndeTa &DC t te first Old Aj:o Seeurlty l.aw wae enacted and .;oea 1llt.o 

full roree an.! etfect on JIIZIIlAq let, next. 

l'ereonally, I resard t!Ua le,;iU.tion as on~ or t he ueat.­

eat. accoapliabclen~e of ';ba pll&t t."o yearo. It puts !law York ctat.e 

by t !le aide or hal! a do"" other atetoo 'l'h!ch h&Y6 enacted aiailar 

lews. !foro than toot, it reprecent• the eat.ebllDlnent of t be 1•port.ant 

;>riDOi ple or protection for OW" old people Who, tbrouf)l no fault or 

t !leir 0'110 1ll 100ot caaes, han <W'f1culty in lll&:<ln. both ends woet •han 

the7 are uuable any laager t o 'l'lli•K• 1ll activo wou. 

"'erbepa t.ha f inest COII?li.~ent tl'.at baa been ;>aid to Lieu­

tenant Governor Lehlllan and to ce 1o in th• dedication ot a 110at 

interaatln& boolt on tha IUbject of Ol d l.p 5eeur1t7 called "fhe Chal­

lenge of the Aged.• by ..lr. }.petein who ho.a lOOK been reooflll].ved aa 

an authority on and an ardent advocate of Old .li;e Relief. !!we 1a 

lfhat be •~~JS• 

•to Jl"r&Ib;l.in D. Roosevelt, Governor, an H£rbPrt H • .;..eh::.a=, U.wtEna:tt. 

Gonr::tor, wao by t .. eir lnt.alleot .al loaderiJ>lp an~ .,...i on for k Cial 

Juatice r.an a~.~eceede&l ln aW~~I<enln' A:oerlca tc a raaUatlc •:>.>r c1at1 n 

,f olJ at~• wa. .... t.. • 

Tllia ol oJ At;t ,Pola t i 11 ace .u ..... , t oo t 1n a . Firat, 

a • ru for Ll.r aboliall nt or tho •• ~~ in it po••1bl• 
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tor old '>80ple to r.ain 1n t >,e1r own haDes inat.ead ot be.iug clra.:lled 

ott to an inotitutioa. I bope t o ... t.!le d.a,r w!len t.!lere ere no ooore 

poor be"-"•• 

&ec<>ndly, it ap;>li&& to old .>eo;>le 1n every nllr. of l ite and 

in every part o! the state - not ,..r el7 indWit riol woruro , not ..ere-

17 tlle f&re ;x>pulAtion, but &ll men 6Gd ,.o:>en in cH1oa and vil laaeo 

and towoa and on t Ulll&o F'r111.<l.7, I as not 7et ~atiol'ied 11ltb t he law 

aa i t etando todo7. I baTe repeate.ily oaid that it IIIU5t be extended 

and uended. Firat, by takin~ cere or ":l6l1,Y old ;>eople wb> have not 

7•t NtiC.bed lobe •It• or 7;). but who. thrcugh the preeoun of --ern 

1nduat.r141 lite , ban """" to a ;noe:oa ture olo &411'• Eeoondl,y, I have 

adYocat ed ana. etill adYOCate an exte:talon or t..uc law so aa to pro~lde 

a con~ribu:t.ory eya-tea tor all wor~era fro• t.?.t.e' .. er1 co::eent •hen in t":eJ.r 

late taeno thq etort out in Ute. Tbio would incur<> not 2rel,y a roof 

over tlle1r baed• and food "' keep thea alive when the7 11et to be ol d , 

but. would enable thea t o u ... in c=fort, 1n •h• ~ 1n which tlle7 have 

been accuatoaed to live an.1 1n accor .ance •lt.b th• beot •tiU>darde of 

:IOd.er11 Aaer1can ll!e. 

6 . In l9JO, I ai.;ned a law coa"elllng lan.Uorua to kee;> 

tenante• apart,.ente in Rew York City in decont repeir, thuo rroteet­

in" teuanta f'r011 the GJ'U'l of tuoae occaeioaal l&ntilorda wuo would 

Mlte thoe ~ hi oil rents i'or wdnbabitable c;uart.uo. 'r•.il ••• IU.>. l.e­

MDted by a bill &ffectlnc llew York Clt7 o.raittlnj. .uololpal court 

JueUc .. to orant diac:rotiona:t7 ot.a,:ra t~ t.f.n...nta who aro about t<> be 

dS.a.r:..-•••• .s. 
7. I r .,. lhth L .. t ~ur on t.h t>* d-.1 •h1 t e 
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lleaooratic part,- and ull tho.., intl'reatod 1c labor nd ""ci&l. wel­

ran haYo bHn Mkin. for a I' ner&tiOD paat - a daclaratiOD bT lAw 

that the labor ot a bwoan beicg i a not a coli»>dit7 or an article of 

C001'1el"Ca. Tbie wae ratuaad ae urual b,- tho Rapubllcan lo&ielature, 

even thcugb it would .. .., to re!U'elent a IIU1a Which 1a a T&r7 aacrod 

part of our Al>eriCIID belleta. 

8. Tr.ia ;year 1 1a,>rea£od bT tbe abueee in lUl\7 of the 

:;>ri vatc~ owoad f•e-<:barainc wployment agonci .. , I oa>cod the l •gi•­

lature tor a la>' ;>lan1c~; tb.,e -.enciea UDder r~ ,].ation b:r tb" atato. 

It waa th.e firot ti""' t.hat thla ros.;eation %>ad bee<l !!lillie to the Rapub­

ll<>m~ leaders, and therefore, 1c accordance rltb t heir usu&l. cuatoa 

tbe7 ratuaad to han an,-thint; to de wit!, it. 

9 . One o! tho 1101t 1aportaot piecee of leri11lation waa t'le 

cUrect reault of the oenra uru.,llo;r-nt a1tuation t111B yea.r. I foUDd 

earll 1n the winter that W>otaanda o! -..ople w,..o were out or wor:C in 

other atatea were dri!t.in~ into t.!.• St.ato ot r. .. tor", t hue adding to 

our robl... It. see~~ad to .. tb .. t:Us wu e> unfair Wrdon "" our 

atate 1n that ou•· first dut;y la;y ;;.o ur ow citizona. I •h<re!ore 

&Ued tho legislature to" a definite atuuto .. 1Y~nl ?I"af.....,ce to 

c1t1se.n• of our o..n 1tat.e 1n •!)lo,.aent. on t.hc ~ blle wor.ca ot tb.e 

otate oond it• ...U.cip&l.iti .. - 1n other worda1 tMt co tar u "'" iblo, 

-~leyaont on our ..,blic worn within tb~ etete be chen to ur ow 

cHl:eno before tho oaplo7MUt ot out oidere. The altu•tion 1n t.W.o 

caM waa oo ..,..loue ~ha~ tbr U.o)., la ur• act.uall7 ~•ad t.t.e b1ll1 

aM H 11 do1n a.ch in a..n,y locv.l.1t1 .. C!f the otat.a ~o ll'avon~ t"• 

a1I.U.It1 c.- be1c,c av"" .erN ~ ~ 1t 1a lo.IAof. 
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10. Here 1a a brief llat of other labor billa t!u>\ were 

o11i1'ed b7 .., t.~1a ;rear• 

(a) .l bill proY.dl.ng additionsl "l!'Otection ~ n;>l.OTe .. 

on the work of d..,.,llahl.nj; Wild1nr:o; (b) a bill requirinc aeau 

for Oi>f'r&tora Of f>U"'DgU' ele ... tore, (c) & bill ;>l'OVidlDi for 

at.udy of W1MPlo;roent probl"'"' b7 the induatrial cociesioner; (d) 

a bill requiri ng &n eight hour clq an.. the ;n-na1Unt rate of wacea 

tor all .,rkinpea on ra1l.road grade croaaillg elial.nation; (e) a 

bill insuri.all a halt bollday 1n add.1 tion t.o SUDday for WO::ICII in 

faotariee and urc3.Dt1lo eotabllsh:aectc; (!) a bill ,>rovidin& cno 

clq ot reat. in eeven Cor 110ving ~ic turc OP"rator. J (g) a bill 1nour-

1ni /urt.lurr prot.oction t~ wtDdow cl eMero; (h) a bill proh1 bi tine the 

ia,.oortaUon into ll.,. York St.ate oC conY1ct-:Jade goode o! other otateo. 

It 1a a1gn1/1CMt to .., that pr~ctica.ll,y rrory labor bo<l7 l.n 

tho State of Nee York baa gone on recoro. ooc::oroin& the adlliniotraUon 

of Lieuten&nt Governor Herbtcrt H. !.eb.'lAD nnd ~oel!, ""d etan<lln& for 

0'\lr rMlectioa. 

The - bolde true of CliUil' Of th• fOCl<>l HJ'VlCe leadera 

t"·ou&h<>Ut the et.ate. I thin« t!>.at th< following t lecru which I 

receivod laet looday oeto forth clearly tho attitude or orp.o.had 

labor 1o tbio CalapalilJl in tlte Stote of llew lorlu 

11)'1. 1Wf'(LIH D lr'Ost'Yn.t 

t.AI'At!:TfF OOfTL I"'FP.I.LO WI 

Krll YOR!t WI 2'J OCT 

flil lr.IL lGir D .a:.mt.RD or t.IF llOM-~.urritAI C.LI?AIGI OO!A:Uf'ffl' or tUI: 

I YOill fl'UTI l"tD 1\ATIO or !.AllOR Ill ulJI.AR 11771 •• .lll.'1!"..tDLJ'I t II 
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tmrrll!:l'H DAY OF OCTOBER !IDimE!I TIURTI ~.AVlliC Ill'UIIJ'l) AllD CO!I­

SlllERED 'l'I!E Ol'flCIAL LECifJ.Anvt: A!IO JJlliilfiSTRATIVr :U:CORDS OP' COvril­

NOR rRA!ILJ.ltl D ROOSEV'fLT AIID LIFU!TI.&.~r GOVERNOR HlRB!JIT il Wl!All .l!ID 

TilL 7LillG!S RFLATIIG TO ~!\ LEGI SUTIOS AlJD Rll.IU OP' tr.IDIPLO!IIDI'l 

.L, D JJJLIIUBl'RATIOll 07 THl Ll!JJR l..Allf CO!ITAilllD Ill Til! STATl. PLll'P'OR.W 

.trol"l'Dl !li Til!: DlllOCJUTIC fTtTI CO!IV'5l'ION Q;l i!lCR COvrJI!;OR OOOSlVll..! 

AliD LI.l\JTEWJIT COVEROOR LElillAII H.I.VL Bflll IIIIIO:UNAT!D TO SUCCllD Tt!!li­

S!LVEB !lll!V!IT!! PlCI.Al1E THAT WE I.DVISl tlff SU!'PORT AND Rl:l'l.r.C'I'IOII OJ' 

COVI!l!IOR P'!~Alm.IM D. ROOSF.Vi:LT .L~D LIElJTT.:lAIIT 00\T!JtlOR m11ll£ll'l !!. 

LllfU..~ Ilf T11! L'r.:rni.."'r OP Oil 1IILl. BEING OF 'l'I!E lJ.lC!: F.ARRISG CitlZEliS 

01 ltEI lO!l!t ST.I.T!. 'n SO ADVISl P'Oll !'l!f 1\U.."'ll r~Al' 1'1! UOJRD OP 

llU:.UlllT.I.Rl.L~ .&11!:' IIF'..IEDIAI. ~R !.ECI::UnO.'I "'l!O?OS£D .i\!10 l'JI1CTED UliDf.R 

T' '!IR Sll'El!VIEI , • .Wn DIRrCtiO:I IUS B1lJI ll!lSUR!'At:>lD Ill THI !UB'l'ORY OP 

OO.R STAT! . "1' .r.l.I:BI DllllCT THJ.T TlliSl TINOI!IUS .CIIl CONCt.USIO,,S BE 

TIWIE.IIIT'I'ED m: Til! PRESIDDIT A.~D TL'l SEl:!llTAl!Y OP TI!F ftU YO!tl: ST.t.Tll 

FJil)f.JUTIOI OF L&BJR TO ALL L&BJ~ OP.CAJr .ATIO!lS Ill T:1IS crur 

JOtlll S:Sl.!.IViJI i'li!.Elll!.'IT JOE'l."ll P RI.l:l V!CF l'Rl!.&lllDIT 

JOlt~ '4 CI'J.NLO~ SI.CREI'A!r! m1' YORK STAT! YEDIJ!ATIO!I Or' L&BJR 

If thie uro not enou,;h I !>Ave been hi,;bl.y honored end a;rat1-

tied in rocei••llf; & l etter froa l'reaiaoat Green or tM .t.:Aerican federa­

tion or Labor ill llaGhingtoo 1 in whlc;o he a&TII 

"1011 deaerve ~!>< IUo;>ort or labor o.n..l or .lJ. cluaea of 

i*>Ple llllo oaelr. to ;>er;>etuate our free 1llat1tut1ona and wbo are eop~;ed 

in .,rooenin OW" TinCiple or froo covom..ent thrnui)l the &dY..,C&'l:Mit. 

ot ~h r.it)leet an i beet I.D~treot ot th< ••••• of tho -ple. I a:;,>reoa 

t.l; ••moat ho thot. all ~h11 .. rkinJ -pla u J thdr rr1 11<le in tne 
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6~~ of l!eY Iorlt rM;f ;;in 70U tbeir w>divided wpport in :rour political 

&Del eocial retol'll pollciee 10 tl>c.t you 11131 be ~tt.ed to &1Ya to the 

;;>eople t.he benetU or ;your aerrtc.. • 

I want to tlllka U ..-rrectl1 clear that I do DOt take t .1ia ap­

proYal &n!! theae endorae.aenta to ~lt ro.r th• purpooe or p.inin,;t an:r 

peroonal credU. Tho crodit belonse to a ocbool or t.hougllt to chich I 

and the "ther leadera or the DuocreUc Pert:r 1n t.llia a~~ han ~ 

belonaed. 

On t he ot.il<r aide 1a e cUt!erent acbool of thOUO>t - DOt, 1 

""' ouro, th~ achool or t.hau.-ht or hundred" of t hmaonda or cood citioen.e 

Yho call t.heoaelTes R~bllcana - but a achool or tl:ou,;ht Yl1ich 1• a 

past tmd preaont nttriwte ot the !lcp.ibllcan leedereh1;> lo t. .• 1• S~te. 

thia otlwr school o.t thousM no~ ou11 baa n.over ta:<en ~.~;, lead 1n en:r 

legielaUon ef!ect1.ng social weltare or t.!le inprove!Oent o r he woninc 

cluees , but. it baa def1n1tel:r and t.hr< u.;h th• eucce«<ine 7earo, bloUed 

all ouch eftorta Ju•t aa long , D it cone1ato:>tly could 1o ""• It 1a t.ha 

policy ot blockage whlch I have rererrad to before. It 1a con-



Hiatory of Labor and Social Welfare Legitlation 

CAJJPA.IO~ ADDRB88 

CncA, Oetokr 23, 1930 

Befort I Jlr~tt'd into Uae main to)Jic of my talk tonight, I want ftut of 
a ll to Jl&Y a tribute u the leMder of my Purty in the State, a nd. al10 my own 
nry J.ertonal tribute to my old friend and comrade, :\1, William Bray. 1 
think that it. 11 a fair J~taternent. and at the u.me time a consen·atlvt 1tat. 
ment when J 1ay that no man in the State baa done more th11n he durlna: 
t11e1e put few yean to I )Jread into e\·ery nook a nd corner of the !:!tate a 
better • ud mort hone11t understanding of the hij!h purpoaea and detinite 
a('CQmpli1hment1 of the 'late Democracy. He hu been inddatigable during 
these yeart. not on!~· In Utira, llml Oneida Countr. but throughout the length 
and breadth of the State in lending enconrngt>mt'ut to and mfu11lng enthuaium 
in men a nd "·omen of both great Jlarties for the furtl1erance of good govern· 
ment, and great AOt'ial reform•. 

Here, in Oneida Count~·. and iu thia Congttllllional district, ~tr. Hray a.nd 
hi1 auociate& ha\'e prf'IW'nted to t l1e t>ll't'torate thia uutumn, ~•ndidatea of the 
l1igheat qu11lity for the ConJ!:re~• of the l"nited Statf'l, and for the Senate and 
.o\ss;t•mbly of our St ate. 1 feel \'ery 11trongly that the sending of ~lr. Loftia 
to Congreaa will help in t l1e great purpose of establishinJ! in \\'uhiugton more 
sound and more !lllle e<'Onomie JN>lic.il'll for the aolu t ion of our Jlre&ent. aerloua 
difficultle&. By tl1e u.me token. 1 ra11 apure you that. U yt~u will send a 
Df'mocratie Senator, my f riend )lr. lfill~tr, and the candidates for the Auem· 
bly, llr. Kelly. )lr. O'Urien, and ~lr. Curley to Albany thia coming wlater, 
they will make it far easier for a Democrjltit' adminiatrution to carry tbrouab 
the progre11h·e legislation .. ·hich we a ll ad\·ocate. 

There are man~· extra,·agant f'laims made in the Retmbliean Platform tbla 
year whkh I expeet to discuu during tl1e balant"e of the campalt;n; but ooe 
of tht molt extrnaJ!'ant ia the elaim wl1irJ• the Republican Part~ takea for 
labor legi•lation in thia State. 1 am sure that the lf'gislath·e repre.e:ntativea 
of the \'arloua labor OtJ!anizations at ."-lbany cannot heiJ• but be amazed by 

~~e~~~:i\:nm:r~~)~~t~~~R:~::1~!!~ ~~~~· ~:_~: ;·~:c~i~~~fy h1~:~:~~~ 'U~~~~~ 
Its present aet·up of labor legislation. It sen·H .u a mod~1 for many other 
pr()f!resaiu Statf't a nd for many nat1ona. 

Where did it all ~in! About 20 yd ra ago there tt~.·ere, In the legiala ture 
at Albany. a &mall group of younsr men, who had betome t'OII\'Inced t hat t he 
time l1ad long ainH a rrl\'M in this State when the le~itim:ttf' righta of t he 
working man and the working woman must be reeogniz.-d llott of tbo,e 
young men b&\·e aince bec-ome nationa lly famous. Two ol the moll prowl· 
nent were the then Senator Robert F. Wagner and As..,mblyman Alfred E. 
Smith. The Lf'gialature wu Drmocratie. 'J'be Go\·ernor waa a Democrat. 
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b:::;~r~::~ed~--~·:;~ . ..,~~~m~~-:_t:.~l.ou·~f.~;:.':.r 1:dU:h~!f.:: 
ing two yean uw the establishment in thia tit-ate of a e(lde of labor lawa, 

:.;:~? d~~·~7::i::~:'A~~.o; ~::! !~~ ~~!t~~! !~~:~ .. -~~cr~:~·;,e~~~~ 
Republican administrations h:~d ~~:iven to the ncedl and demand& of the 
working men and wom"-n in thia State waa defin itely and eft'et:tively wiped 
away. Those yean ma.rked the &d\·ent of a new altitude toward labor. 
The exam ple of thote yean baa enr ainee heft\ felt io thia State, a nd the 
Republican Party, under the same type of uns•ro~renh·e Jeadenhip it had 
In 19 11, has oontinul'd to oe the trailt:r , towed by the Demoer.atic motor. 

And U1en when the youug Aa&emblymau, Alfred E. Smith, 4!\'entua lly 
became Go,·ernor Alfred E. Smith, in HH8. the good work continued. Liberal 
appropriation& were made to build up t he efficiency of the Lftbor Deputmeot, 
the Workmen's CompenSAtion Bureau, the &tafr of factory in1pectora. 

During Ut~ two yean of 1919 and ID20, ~·Ju~n .... lfred E. :.imlth ,.•at Hnt 
Oo,·ernor, the p rogress in gentral leJ,: il lation for the Mdnneement and proUe­
tion of labor wu resunll'd. Hut th ia w .. followed by t•·o yean of Governor 
~Iilier nnd e,·t'ryhotl~· who kn<ow11 anythiug a bout the ~ubjt"Ct at all ia aware 
of the fa ct that t1te :\I iller administration did more to hl'lmJter a nd bam1tring 
the Labor DCJ>artment of this State tltall any other administratiQn in bi&l.ory. 

I t wu not until January· 1st, I D23, "''hen .~1fred K Smith t"&rut huk to 
Albany, that the Labor IA-Jl:trtment wa1 romJIIeteh• rebuilt from tbe 'A"reck 
which had been made of it by Co,·ernor l1iller. "fear by yen, 1ince t.hen , 
the Labor law• a nd their administration h•,·e been ltreft#tlu~ned a nd it i1 a 

~:!ft.'ec!~~t i:r o~;:~~!y,w!t,~~~~ o~1~11 v.':r r=~t;~Y 1cl'e;!~1c:,t ~:::! ~~!• r:f:t:; 
any 1ingle piec-e of lahor or 10eial welfare lf'lidation you will find that tbe 
Rnt dt'mRnd for it ltu rome from the Democratic Party, and from the two 
Democratic Go,·ernors wlao ha,·e bet>n in oflke 11inee 1923. 

ln alm011t e,·ery· c."ase the liu;:gnt.ou for ltrt>u~t:then in;_! the la111·1 affecting 

!;},~; ~:: ~~i:!.;el!ar:,!:';e "f);:r~1ein .:r::oc~~:C~~~r~lea1~li~~o~:~ 
J~ialoture to f'natt the law. That hu becoo followed by the innriable ru.le 
of a definite rduul by the Republican legialath•e lt>aden to ha,·e anything 
to do wittt iL The first ~·ean of uy IU~!#etlt ion of addiUooal labor or 10eial 
welfare legi1lation ~ no billa to carry out the gm·ernor·,. IU~eetion intro­
duced by any Republican. Dilla .re in thi1 usual routillf' mtrodueed by 
DetOO<'ratic leadu11 in the &nate and A~mbly. Tht'H bi111 are promptly 
pigron-laoleu by the Republican Committee Chairmf'll, and a motion ia made 
by thf' D<'nloeratic intrCNlu..er to dilW'harJ!f' thl' committ.H from ron11ideration 
of the bill 10 that it ran bt' hrnUJ,!ht out 1111 the ll,ur a nd e\"frl_ mf'mber JIUl 
on record. The motion i1 \'ott-d down by the R<'JIUII! ican majority, and that'a 
the tnd of the attemJil for the· first yei r. 

The followinj! sumn1er a nd a utulnn witneu genera lly an increaled public 
interest in the JlrOJIO>ied h~j!i&lation. The interut re~u lt 1 in deruandt being 
made on the ne.'l:t lt';.!i&lutnre by ch•ic and tMial organizations aa well 111 by 

~~~j~e,~ ~a~~~~.('itfir~1i~~~"~~~~~:ef~~~1~~h·:~a:R';~~bri~~~11f~a'::. t~e .~~~ . 
for nny of the prOJ)()8~1 h·;:i~;latinn. Hut. durin&r thi& &eeond kt&ion, men 
a nd wom<'n all O\'Cr the Stnte take an intA!rHt in the propou.ll and make 
t hemaeh •ea beard. 

Then we come to t he third &elainn, a nd by tha t time the ReJmbliean lf'adtn 
re('os:nir..e the filet tJtal liOmrtltill$! hu to be done by Lbem. They take the 
Demonatic bill• of the pre\·ioufl two years, dr.-.. thew up wi th the ume 
tith•a, ltut a mend tht>m :md weakl'n thl'ln in tonry r101~ible way. They tell tbe 
Jlultlie, howe,·er. th:~t tit(')' are R.•puhlinn hill11 and they tell the public bow 
umch t11e ReJ•uhlican party Jo,·e• t hi1 ki11d of legi1lation. 

Anumdmenla &trengthening the bll11 .o that tbtv •·ill have real t eeth in 

::. d~~.:.":~1 t~ ::~aeO:I~~·~i;p~b,::~~w;,~.J!: !;';e~~~::u~b~ dul1 
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\Vhen th l1 happent, tbe Democratic Governor Invariably finds on hit deak 
a bill which, to be t ure, It a alep in ad\'&IICI!. It It not like the bUI whkl:l 

r~.~~ ;!"~~. ~!:.~·=rte~·;~~-~.·~ ~t~';~t~~E ~~.~~~.f~;.~. .~.~~e:ia0hu~u~/~~ :! 
bill aud it become• a law of the atate. 

Then come. tlul! final ltt)l in the campaign of L11e following aut.WIUI: Tba 
Republican party leadert carefully u01d anr mention of t.he hittory of the 
Jegialation. '!bey card ully &\'Oid reminding the electorate that for two or 

. three yean, they bad bitterly opposed tl1e legitlatlon. They Unfully av~\d. 
mentioning that t he l.glalation ilaelf ia but a thadow of the refonu oric••· 
ally atked for. Thlt ~·u. for intanee, the blAtory of the 48-bour but f<W 
women and child ren in industry. Year after year au honttL 48-bour bill wu 
introduced by Democrall in rouformity with t l1e lHmocratl~ platform&. 
Year after year it wu tigt<~n· holed liy Republin n leadt!ra. At last publie 

:g~t~u~o:il~au·t~~Wedt i~ta t:::\.o!:~tlbi~~ do ~mething, ao the7 paaaed a 

'J hey point with t•rlde to the fact tbat ther pused the billa at Albany. 
They claim credit for the l!:gi11lation ami. hy tl111 form of political diaboneaty, 
l10pe to decei\"e the mting 1•ublie. 

Now. all a matWr of IJimt•le fact, that ill the true hl11tory of t..be wa7 our 
labor legislation hu ~ot on the J;tll.tute l100ka during the put twent7 Jean . 
Sohody who i• iuterf'lltt.-d i11 lahur or 10eial le::ialat lon Ia in the leut bit 
tl~in!'!l Ly tl1e claims of tbe HeJJUbliran leader11. They a re, on the fa.ee of 
them, ao ol.wioualy at ntr ian<>e watb the record that they ne\"er ha\·e gaiDtd., 
and ne,·er will :;aila any ,·otes for candidate~ for alate o~Hce OD the llepubll· 
cau ticl:eL · · 

Beeau&e tluriug my three yeara in the State Senate in 1911, 1912 and 191S, 
I had taken \"ery grnt intereu in labor and IWltlal legialation, it gan me 
a JIArtirular happine11.11 to iratere,.l wpoelf in tbe ume aubject again when 1 
Wf'nt to Albany in January. 1929. Here ia a brie_f 1Umm1 ng up of the record 
of tl1e put t wo ye11ra which ou;dat to bt> n·nd by nery soeially·minded penoa 
in thi ll ~tatt>, e\"f'f\" 1)('ri!On who tbink1 of the weUa.re of tbe workers, • ·bo 
after all make UJl ti1e j.!I"CII.l majority of our population. 

I. I uked for ll real t>i,::-ht ·bour da~· 1111d 48·110ur week for women and 
children in iudul!t ry. 'fld1 ha!4 ~~~ con11i11tently t~nd OO!IIIlantly refused by 
the Republican h·s:ishJture for many ~·ears JliUIIl. and wn again rdueed by the 
Ketmblican l('g iJO.Iature in IOtD aud )930. 'fllere ia one reform which atill 
remain• to be at"rompliahed. 

2. I ukM the lf'~ial ature for tl1e f'iltahlialunent of an A<h'ii!IOry Commiu ioa 
nr :Fair WMpe Board for wouwn 11.11d c-l1ildren in indu11try. Here again nothing 
laaa bHn IH'«<Dlplillltf'd hut I \"t'IIIUrf' the prediction u.at both of thne 
demauda ""ill be hecodt'd at the IIL"Xt kuion of the Jegialature. 

3. I askNI for the f'Xtenl'ion nf \\"nrknaen'll l'omJten .. tion to Fh·e Ita beneftt. 
to GIJ Ottupatinnal dillt'Aii('llf. The He-J•Ulilie~~n lf'gialatl\"e leaden refuaed to 
pas. or J.lt'rmil tl1e oonaidera t iou of lJil11 introduc=ed by Democra tic mtmbera, 
billa whieh "'·ould lia\"e inchult"Cl all Of'eupatiotJal di~~euea "'"ithin the prot.ect.ioD 
of \\"orkmen'a COIIIJ•C'JII!oat ion. But t11e~· did pau billa partially carrying out 
the Go\"t>rnor'a au~rge11lion IJ~' adding to the lial of tomJlt'nl!able diiiH~, 
witl1out. J10wenr, iuclndiu):.! a ll oeeupational dlaeaaea. 11111 Ia an ucel1eot 
examJlle of l10w the Republican legJIIati\·e leadera, after terrific preu un, 
ga,·e only ba lf of what l~t uked. -

4. For yean, the Dcmncralie t•la tform l1aa uked for ·a Jaw prohibiting t.be 
grat~ti11g of l t>mJJOrn ry injunctiom1 in indh·idual dl~~opuUa without notice of 

r:;:i.~fi·o,~!~d .rr.~~- i!~~~l :e~~::J·i1n 17!!~~e.:dj~!; ~=ll;n:e:rl~e~~vl:~~~;i:;\:! 
Republican leadeu. but In aroullt'C.I t•uiJiic opinion forced it tbrough the liSO 
teuion. Here ia au ilh11lration of the ftnal relucoLant yielding to pubHe 
opinion. 

5. The Denlot'ratie Platform of 1928 ad\·otated, and I aaked the Lrgialature 
for, a oommiaaion '!f experta to atud~· the llubjec!t of old aga ~urity acalaft 
want. In tile Leg1alature of 1929 there waa a ,·ery diaUnct. feeling on UM 
part of the Republican kadera that thla waa too radleal a propou.l for tbtm 
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to go along witl1; ne,·ertheleu An Immediate aud marked public lntere.t. 

~f:!n tht~"~aa:&~~nclfo~eyTI~il~ ~m~~:!o:~~~o~ittcrie:t~~m:~a~': 
!r':~: ~uti~~~~~:!~:,:·~~~le::e ?,~1t" c!J~b~~t~~~~~; :=~w:.8eoh= 
at•d goea mto full force and effect ou January 1st, aexL 

or ~~~~~!~~~);Jo ';;:;:, '~~· ~~~~~~~~!" \!-!,~"~~~e~~- ':::~~~e ·:;o~r:i~b'::! 
other ata tPI which ha,·e enacted aimilar )awL itore than that, it repre­
llt'llll the estalJlishment of the important. principle of protedion for our 
oltl pt"'ple whu. through no fault of their ow~ in m01t ca.et. ha,·e diff.culty 
in 11111king both ends meet when they are umahle any longer to engage in 
active work. 

Pcrluaps the finl'st compliment that has lx-en paid to Lieutenant..Conrnor 

!~tJ=t ~~~~~~~o ~~~ ~~~:,~~~~ :~~~at}.;~1eofcf.a:l~~\ i~~er::!i"la!d/~ :yo ~b: 
Epsteiu who has long been rClVgni:r.ed as an a ut¥•or ity on and a u ardellt 
ad\'ocate of Old Age !~lief. Ht>re ill whAt hP. say•: 

"To Frnnklin D. Roo~~e\·elt. Go\'ernor, 1\lltl Herbert H. i.(!l•man , Lieutenant 
Go\"t:rnor, who b,\' the ir intellectuul )cKdcnhip and pauion fur 110eial j ustice 
hD\"e liiUcceetll'tl in awukening America to a realiatic llJ•J•reci~o~tion of old age 
want.." 

Thil old age legislatiou aceomplisheil two things. }~lrat, it work• for 
tl1e aOOJishlllcllt of the poor hOUIIt ll.'" making it pOilible for old people to 
remain in their owu hulllei instead of lxoiug dragged off to au in•titutioa. 
J hop~ to M>e the da~· wl1en tli<.'re are no more poor hou&el. 

Set.'Ondl)", it applil'l to old people in C\"ery wAlk of life and in e\·ery part 
of the State--not . mtrely imlunrisl workers. nut mere!)' the farm popu· 
lation, but all men and women in dties and \"iiiRge• and to'tll"nl and on farma.. 
Frankly. J nm not yet l'atisfied with the law IS it 11tauds today. J han 
r t j)Catcdl)' said that it must be t>~tf'mled a nd amended. First, br taking 
t·ur(' of Jllllill)' old }K'1Jflle who bne uot )'el ruclted the age of 70, bl,ill ,.,-bo. 
tJ1rOUj.(b th(' )lt('.,SUr(' Of mOtlrrn intJUStriul lift<. bA\"e t'Omt tO a p~matu~ 
old a~<t>. ISN·ontlly. I ba,·e ad,·()('a led and still ath•otnte an txten1ion of 
the law ~ AI to pro\"ide a t'OntriLutor~· l)'lten~ for all workers from th~ 
\'en· moment whf'n iu their late tft'nJ the\· start out in l ife. Thia -.·ould 
in~oitre not tncrel)· n roc•f O\"er their head• a"nd food to kt>efl tltem a lh ·e when 
thl')" $"l'l to Le oltl. lmt wouiJ enable them to lh·e in t'Otnfort, In tht< •·ay 
in whtdl tltt'\' luwe L.."'n IU~u~>tomed to lh·e ami in acrorda.IK~ 'tll' itb tht> bHt 
1tumlurJs or' 1uo:.lern Ameriu n life. 

U. I n 1930. I si;.:•wd n Ia"· ron•l>ellint: landlords to ketp tenants' apart­
menu in Xew York City in det-ent rtp:tlf, thus protecting tenantt from the 
~rt'l!d of t)w,t> ot't':tsiunal landlortljl who would make tht'm l)llY hi¥h r~nta 
for uninhahituLic qnnrtt>r11.. 'l'his was SUJllllrmented by a bill affMtmg Nt>w 

~~o~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~!~~il~110r~~~~~·i::ldi:O~';...!:\~eea \0 g rant d i~retionary stays 

7. I r('newed I.JOth lu~<t .'·~ur a nd tllili t he d~mand which tbe Demoentic 
Part~· ami all tho~e intcr.:11teJ in labor and aori11l W('lfare ha,·e been making 
for a generation ptht-11 detlaratinn hy luw tlt at the luLor of a human 
being i1 not ll ('OIIIIIlodit,\" or an articlt: of t'OIIImerce. Thl1 -.us refused as 
u sunl b.\" tlte HepulJiitun Legislature, t\'t'll though it would seem to repre· 
At'llt 11. ma:d111 which is a \'er~· t;:lcred part of Otlr American beliefs. 

8. This ~·car, impre!llied lly ll•e almiW!il In mnn.v of the prh·ately owned 
fC"C·chargin~ emplo.\"IIWIIl ngeucies, J ul.a·d tlte [..(oglslll.lure for a Jaw placing 
these agencic1 under rr:,:ulntio11 !Jy the Xhtle. It wu the. fiut time that 
this l!ll~l:t'llliou lud !Jt~ll nuule tn the lh•puil!i('nn lentler11, and therdore. in 
a~"Onlnuec 11 ith th('ir 1111nal l"n&tom thr,\· rtofult4'd to ha,·e anything to do with it.. 

9. Om• of the most importnnt pi«-tl of ll'ghla tim1 wat the direct retult 
of the &c\"NI' Ulll'lll)llctyml'nl situatiOn thia yt>ar. J found early io the winter 
that tl•ouHmds uf pt-opl" who wrrp out of work In other .. talt-1 were driftin1 
Into Ute ~tall' of :Sew York , thus adding to our problem. It ~ee:med to 
me that thi11 wa1 a n unfair Lurdeo on our State In that our lint duty lay 
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to our own eltiz.en.. I tberdore uked the LtglalatuR for a d~f!.nlt.e atatut. 
gi'l'ing prduf.oct to dtiuna of our own State in employment on the public 
works of the State and ita munieipalitie&-in other words, that 10 far b 

~~i~~ii!~~~tro~~t :hue o;~p~~:~!o~0~~· o~~~~~r:.be ~t;"~i::.~;:n 1!0 ~~ 
ease wu 10 serious that the Legislature actually palled the bill, and It ia 
doing n1ueb in many localiti" of tbe State to prevent the aituatlon from 

beil~~ ~;·::e ~:r:e IJt~:f l~;''o~O:~;r labor billa that were algned br me tbit 
· year: 

(a) A bill Jlroviding additional prote(·tion tu cmJiloy~l on ·the work of 
demolishing build in,::11; (b) a bill rt1jUiring !Wilh fur ot-erutotl of p111aenger 

r:,~\:.\~~!i ~~~~~i~~t!n~~~\·it,~l;:; !0fut~tu~~;ll~~i.~~l(.'~.r·~1;1.~~~o~~o!~~;n•.!a :t: 
pren1iling rRte of wage11 fur 1111 wurkingmen on railroad grade c:roatlng 
elimination; (e) A !Jilt in11u rin~ 11 half holida~· iu a1lilition to Sunday for 
women in facl.()ricli aud mercantile l'l!tnblishmcntl; (f) a hill provilling one 
dny of re11t in IC\'en f.,r OlO\' ing p ieture OJl(•rator11.; {f;l a hill iDfmrlng 
furthe r Jlrotcel ion to wintluw t·lcanNto~; (lt ) a !Jill p rolti hitmg thC i lll()()rtation 
into Xl'W York Slftlc uf I'OU\'i t•t -mntlc ~oods of other states. 

Jt i11 totignificant to me thnt Jlnu~til•:tll~· eHry lnbor \)(.1(1,· in the St.t.e of 

~!~~r~~~~k ll~~~~t':~. 1~l~~~:,~tl~~~~d~~~;.~~fr, t~~~~t'!~~i,:~i~~n~::• o0~r L:.~~:~~~~!: 
The u me ltoltla true of m•my of t he 110d:tl l!c.'n ·iec ll•llflcn th roughout. 

the St•tt. I think tltat Ute fnllowing telegr.m whic:h 1 reeeind Ju t 
:\JondA\' llt'h forth dl'llrh· tJ1e nttitullt' of organiud labor in tbia oompaigo 
In tbc "St•te of Sew York: 

XEW YORK ~~ 20 OCI' 
HOX. FRAXKLIS' D. ROOSEVELT 
L.o\F • .t.Yt:rTE HOTEL BUFFALO NY 

cri.,w·;~¥J~t?t~;~st!G~7r? ~~~~8~~~~~-~i~f:i-f~~ii~,~~~~Ji~~ ~~lilt~~~ 
IX JUXH"LAn liEETLXG .\S~EliBJ.t:D THJ S TWE:s'Tit:TH DA\' OJI' 
OCTOBER S l :s't:TEEX TIIIRTY IU\'IXG EXA:\IJXED A.XD COS­
l"II)ERED THE Ot"l-' lCB.L J.E(:Il"I.ATI\'E AXO ADlliXISTHA.TI \' t~ 
HEt'ORDS OJ-" GO\'t:HXOit FR • .S.!O\LIX D. llOOSE\' ELT A.."D LlEU­
TEXANT G0\"1-:RXOH HERllEllT H. I.F.BlJAX AND THE l'l.EDGES 
HEI.ATIXG TO LABOlt Lt:r:Jl"J.ATlOX A:-\D RF.I~IH' o•• t:NEliPLOY­
liE:-\T AXIJ .-\U:\11:\I~TRATIOX OF THE L.\UOR LAW~ COXTAINF.D 
JK THE !"TATE J>I •. .S.TFORli AlJOPfEO BY THE DE:\lOCRATIC ~TATE 
t'O:-\\"E:-\TIOX OX \\"UI('H GO\'ERXOR HOOSE\'EL'I' AXD LIEUTEN­
ANT GO\'F.HXOH l.EH~IAX IL\\"F. BEF.X HEXO)IINATJ-;1) TO SliCCEED 
TJH:.\J:-;EIXI-:l" HEREW ITH DECLARE THAT WE ADVISE THE 
l"L'PPOilT AXD REET.Ef'TIOX OF GO\'F.R!o:'Olt FRAXKT.lN D. HOOSE­
\ ' F.l.T AND l.n:un:~ .. \NT GO\.EHNOR HEitllERT Jt . Lt:DliAN I~ 
TIH: IXTimE~T OF THi': WELT. BEIXG o•~ TilE WAGE 1-.!AltXING 
('ITIZESS OF Nr:w YORK l"TATE. WE SO AUVISi'.! FOU TB J-; HI-.!A· 
SO:S THAT THF. RF.COilO OF, H U)I..S.NI'I'ARIAN AND RE)U:DJAL 
J,AUOH J.EG ISI.ATION PH()POI"t:n A~O ENACTEI) U~J>Eil THJ-: JR 
l"l,; I1Eil\'IS 10N AXD l)JRJ·:('TION lf ,.\ S BEES liNSOR11.-\SSED t N THE 
HISTORY OF Ol'Jt STATE. \\'E HEHEBY DIUECT 'I'ITAT T11ESF. 
FIXDIXtiR ANO CONCI.t:SIO:SS UE 1'1:A ... ~S~II'J'TEO BY Tlll-.! I'RERl­
DEXT ANI) TJn; SJ-:Cnt;TARY Of' TJ!r: Nt:W YOHK STATE FEDF.R.\­
TlOX OF LABOR TO ALL LABOlt OHGANIZATIOXS IN 'I'JJIS STATF.. 

JOJI~ ~ULI.JVAN, PltESIDENT. 
JOSEPH P. HY.-'S, VICf; PRESIDENT. 
JOBS :\1. O'RANLON, SECRETARY. 

?o>i':W YORK STATE FEDERATION OJt LABOR.. 
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1f this wtre not enough I han betn highly bonorH and gratlfitd in 
r«eh·ing a letter from President Orten of the Ameriun Federation of Labor 
in Wuhington, in which he uyl: 

to ":e~':>e~~:~:'·~ut~efr!~Pf::jt~~i!~:O~n~n<!vb! =~~ ~~~1td0ri,;;;;:e;':~:g ':~ 
e!~c:~~:r::te1~7 t~:v:~:::tort~~ugh ~~:. a:,·:~;~::~~~~.:fe:::e.~1\~e;: t~~~ 
all the working people and t heir ~nd1 In the State of New York may 
ghe you their undivided 8upport In your political and eoeial reform policiel 
:"\'!:~· you may be permitted to gh•e to the people the benefit of your 

th~aew:::o::e::n~~ :~ ~,~!:frtll~rcl::; :~·::o~ ~1 ;:i1ni~:~:;~lt~rJ:~:~"~~ed~~ 
The cn>dit belon~ll to a ~~ehool of thougilt to wh \rh I 11nd the other leader• 
of the Den•ocrat•c Part;r in thia State hue a lway1 belonged. 

ac~;,l t~; t~~~;h:i:: ~~:dr~~e~;~~~~u~~~~,0~/~11!iti~:~~ 1w::; c:f,rib!~ 
~h·e1 Republican-but a ,chool of thou(::ht whiC'h i1 a put and prt'M:nt 

~~~~:h:e no.!t t:~1;c£~:1i~!~e~e-;!~e':i~h~n ~~~~ ~:a~e~,. T1~~~~f:~~~~ -:~:!i:! 
aocial welfare or the impro,•emenl of the working dulfl. hut it hu 
deflnitciJ' an1l th rough the 11ut"CK'ding years. biO<"ked all such effort& j~st 
11 long as it ~neislently amid do 110; 1l i1 the ))()lie~· of blot:kage wlncb 
1 )1&\'e reJerred to before. 1t Is eon111tent with tb~ whole ncord of lack 
of ''ilion, of utter ~~oelflehnen, of df:ffption and tile pla~·ing of petty politiee 
which hu marked the R~publican leadenllip in Alban:'' consi1tently t\'tr 

sinee the dars of the "BiaC'k Horse: Cnalr;r'' which rantrolled our ltgislati\·e 
halla. Do ~·ou want to go bat'k to the old policies of n:aC'tion. or do the 
people of our State seek two yean more of progreu under 1.n administra· 
tion which thinh fint of all in tt'rms of hei)Jin,: hnmlll btin:tll. in t~rn•<~ of new 
)awl to keep pur with modern thought and modern tci~nct-in t errr.s of 
~: s=t and future well-being of the men and women and children of 
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