
Franklin D. Roosevelt- "The Great Communicator" 
The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Political Ascension 

File No. 406 

1930 October 29 

Jamaica, NY - Campaign Speech 



Sl'lZCII OF OO'fD!l!OR P'RA!IlLill D. ROOSIV!:LT 

JJJiliC.l RIG!! SC!!JOL, ol.lli.\ICA, L. I. 

nm!Silll l!VIIIIIIG1 OCT. 29, 19)0 • . ... .. .. . 
.lolong the aan;y on proble12!1 tha~ are being faced b;y atud-

... to of j;<m!rllllel1t and alao lo' ailliono or peroonally effected clthena, 

DODO lo eora iiiJ>Or~nt than that of the 8Udden1 overwhel!ling Ch.OJ>gto of 

a Caral.ng collt!IUni t,- lnw a. tuu- f loclged city, in t.'lo couroe of leaa 

than ona i enera tion. 

Iot thct lo what hd ha;>peoed in c;uuno, i n 110100 of t ho out

~ln& parte or BroolclTD and in ao"" of tho nearer ,>arts of !luaau 

County. 'ther e even t"" or fifteen TMrO ago t 'ler e ware nothing but 

raru in tbia area the:re are toda1 tbcuaando upon t houaaado or !lo:oea. 

Countey roado ban been replaced bT clt;y aueeto; w.Ua bave been re

placed b;y a aet.ropolltan water "TOte:&. Rapid tra.nait, ~ewera, electric 

U liht and po11or; atorea, lnduotrial pl<lnta and creat buil:!ingo roplace 

tho growlnfl cropa 1 anJ land worth a few hundred dollars an acre now 

!lrlnge ita hunc!reda oad ann thousaado b;y t h< front f oot. 

To M t he IIIU'Yeloue chMge which bu occurred ln t hiG uea 

under our Tery e;rea ia one ot the DOet v1t&ll;r intcreat.ing et.oriea ot 

our •bolo berlcan clrtllution1 an e;>ic Which OO!U <1-,y oill be ae~ 

aide b;y aide with the opic or the develo_.,t or t h• Croat J'eat. Tbat 

tb1a apleadid p-owth baa gooe forword bT loapo and bounda each :roar 1a 

ln U.oelf a trillllto to t f Cine apirit aoJ -'•~ ro.;rea•iv ecUon or 

t e ... anJ wo•n t hat ..:.e u ' the ..o·lUlatl~n or ~..... or lingo. 
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Yet I real1H well that tbue aar ... lou.o changes, t.l>ia over

n1;;bt doubling ot popalatlon haa br'ou«ht with it - prob:ca whlch 

would not ha ... ariaw 1t the crowt11 had been l.Na rap!~. I rl&li .. 

1'Ull well that wblle valuea have rlaan graatl,)-, the actual llh.7aical 

noedD ot theoe new co.wnitiee bATe been difficult for tne hoM-ower 

to caeet - and when I aq ho-u:~·mer thut word repreeenta th• t_Tcat 

IIA,jorlty or the people 0'!\o UTo here. It h, or coureo, a fact that 

naldenta of eena and of tne autlJ'lng ;>arts of Brooklyn aro Junt •• 

aiC!>. a part of the cit7 £OYernaeDt of Ilea tori< Cit7 u 1f thty Uved 

1n II&Dhattan or the nearer porte of Brool<lyn and their conl"Dlllent.al 

probl...,. are, therefore, primarll.T c1 t;r ,robleca. llevutllcleaa, en;r 

tairii1Dded pel"IIOD reall&ee t!>at th tranl of '"">;)' mlUou. o! people 

to and !rota the central ?art• of Hew Ion City ~lacee a heavy bu:rclen 

on then newer outl.Tin& ;>art~, a burden which 1a cut of all ;>roportbn 

either to t heir population or to t heir 'l:aana. 

Furthcr100ro, there 1e the UDdoubt.ed !act that jleOI:l'&ph,y it

aelf hae cnated an untoreoeen eltuat.l.on. flot onl;r p<;ople from the 

heart of Uew tori< Cit.;y but aJ.eo thouaando ot other people tro;a t he 

reat o! the State ot New York, tllo l!udaon Rivet> Vall.,., and all the 

co-.nitiea of up-at.ato hw tori:, ,JeOpl a froa , .. Jere.,. and Connecti

cut, 6Dd indeed aloooat rroc neey atata in tile UniOD IU'O p&Ui nC in 

greater nuabn'a than ever be!ore tilroUO> Queena and l!rool<lyn on tllair 

'INQ' to and fro,. the nation•• pl!Q'I:l'"OUDC!a or Lone Ioland. 

The broad quaotion 1a ,reaentec11 llhoul4 tbe local t upqel'a, 

the t.- ownera of ~· and Jlroo~l.Tn Ia the onl7 o[lla to toot tt. 

b1ll tor t!le -t aYOClWte or tranaport.Ucn which ..,.. uaa4 no\ onlr 
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b7 th-lT•• but b7 aillloM or other peo;>lel 

Iou and I mow t hat the at.ate 1tael.f' haa reoopllzed 1tl 

op;x>rtw11t7 to ....... a1111onG of ~eo;ll.e b7 creatl.n' a vu t 171tet1 

o! ;oarlts and ;>'U"k"tr~a bot.h on t he north and tha aouth aboreo or Lonr 

bland. The conotruct1on or tbetJe ;oarkr am! p&rk"tre7a 1a noarl.nc coa

plet.ion and alread:r llilUone of """ple are ue1ng theaa pla7~1 

pro'lided b7 the State. The aouth..,. p&rk"tra,y io already in conot.ent. 

uae ODd work on t.ne northern p&rkwq will aoon beGJ.n. 

It i < becau54t 1, !roz pen<:nal OJlpar i ence w>d ;>eraonal ob

oorvnt1on, haV8 becrnae 1ntereat.txl in t he eolution of ~he probl ... or 

•a.r• or gettin& t.o anJ tros Lolli Ialand t hat I eterted oo:oetl.lle •1:0 

the l.nYectigaUooa and heoringo for the 0ur;>oae of workin& out a co:o

jlr"Oheoai.,. &Del definite ;>lan. I ...,. tlad tho.t •:rove• • 18 beiac -

and I want t o eay riCI\t bare and now t hat I reel t hat t he a t&t.e owea 

an obllgat1on to beer at leu t 1030 of th• bur<!en or Mkin£ the t.~ 

high~· equal to tha tA&kl of cart'1ino: th~ t roin c, .aot or wlll.ch 

orig1natao outai<le of t heoe on areAl of holaea. 

Put lt another way. The aver"ltc co:uunlty in t"1 o eta ta 

recopi111 it.e ohllgation t.o - intoin avenuea &Del boulevard• for thr, \l&tl 

traval for it.e own citioena and f or v1s1toro, but. • t the '"""' tiJia i to 

own c1t1...,.. conatituta b7 tar t he &rUter ;>&Zt of tho ;>eopie -.be uee 

theae avunu... Here 1n Quane &Del ia the outlyinil part.a of llr'ool<lyn, 

-er, theaa avemuea an u1ecl and will for all ts.- to c:oae ba uaecl 

tu .or e b7 t ho .. who ara not ru1Jeota or t be t erritory trueraecl t, , ... 

b7 t.he 1nbab1\111te ot t • ... t t~rrito17 1t11lt. Purthu.are, ona or the 

.>riftOi • l r ... oon• tor thio bu.aa volwla or traYel Uaa 1n t.b• denlo.,.. 111. 
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ot the Long Ioland '71~ of par'~• \v' tho atat.e govern:oent, There 

1a om added reaaon w!lJ' the &tate itself 11 .. an obllsa tion to hel p 

build tho .. arteriea, 

I aa uait~~: thia .,...plo or t.he otate•o duty to t ho individual 

co....Ut7 llOt onl)' bocauae it nr:t direc~ effect& ;rcu in 7<>ur indi

vidllal llno and in t he aaintenance of )'our property, but aloo becauoo 

in t.ldl lloa a leiDOD or the relationabip between the atate and ell or 

t.he local nbdi v1a1oua of t.-ovcruent. In t hia caae we are concerned 

with f in ~101 in intore1t1 at t!lU to?, the StatoJ th<n t he Long 

bland Pari< CoiL'Iliaeion, which 1o one or tho actl1Dl cau1ea of t ue ~t 

wol.uu or treffiCJ third, tho c i ty ,_overn:sent itoelfJ fourth , t.he 

bol'Oilllh JIOYel"'llllento in ~eno anJ .tinl;•, and, finall,y, t ho individual 

taxpo;rera whoee -,roperty 11 boinL t l>l<en or 1a boint; effected by boaV)' 

lOY1oe upon U , 

At tho preaont tillo, u ;rcu mow, the r o?"O<mtativoo of t ho 

1teto are conferrinG with t.he reproaentetina or t.hc cit)', ana the next 

ItO? will be the proeentetlon of • definite r rocraa to "" in Albocy, 

outlinint~ tho actual methode !or o .. 1atanco by the Stote. Then will 

0011e t.ho noooeaor:t le£1elation, and I bo;>e th" t tho ~ood .,.o;>lo or 

Queena will 1and to .UbenT, llenetor1 and Ae1et:b~n who will be road,y 

and w1U1"' to work with tho adal.nlotratlon in .l.lbocy toward th11 groat 

end whlcb 10 YltellT effecto all or )"CUo 

llhilo I u in ~cn1 l want to 117 o tow oord1 t o tb• cHhooa 

or JUI&Il County who era llaten1n' in ovtr tbo radio, r.hy 11 1t that 

part11an nowapa.~.ra 11;0 to the our l•cth or , r1nttn, not un~ru~r.a 

but. what. 1a oven oorot - ll'llf trut.!.a, ll'h7 11 H t.l ~ •o oan H !at•• 
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han to reoort to the - low tacUcol For inat.ance , llopo.blican 

cal1dl.dat.ea and Repo.bllcan uwapapera in Jaaa&U. and Sll'follt COWIUea 

are, I aa told, tel.llnc the po.bllc that the Conroor ot the State 

dellberatell' and apparentl.J' without cauee, Tatoed a bill to eatebllah 

a ot.ete oonu.l and traininc school on Lon& Island !or tho training of 

teacher•. That, of couroe, h on their part. deliberate intent to de

frlud, bec<wao tbq atop t here an<l do not tell the Tery obrlou. and 

very 01)41J' reaaon tor the ftto or the bill by ""• 

Firat. of all, the Board or Regant•, of WbOII eleven out or 

twelve are Repo.bllcana, did not racOll:ilend the bui td.l.ng of a noraal 

school on Long leland, and f urther, t he Co&':lieoioner of Eduaation, Dr. 

Gravea, who 1a alco a Repo.bllcao, did not reca<ran<~ the buildiog of a 

DCliZ"II&l oeilool on LonG Ialand . 

Sec~, - and t hia 1a undoubtedl;y the reaaon whicb act.uatod 

tbeae genu...,, - the state at the precent t.1M baa in the ne1Jhbor

bood or five tbouaa~d qualified t.eacbera •ho t.re out of rori: - tucbera 

who are l.ook1.n.i tor jobll in the ;>Ubllc ecboola of the atate. I would 

be actinc contrary to t be whole conception of f1X3 oath or office if I 

wer. to approve the buildinc of 110ra noraal acnoolG at tbio title, 

reoultt.na 1n adding to the eurplua of teachers ..-bleb already exiata. 

I aa, ln ot.her word a, t17i11B to protect the 1"W'li•r canc ration in t hia 

atet.e. I ae tl7inc to prevent an inereaee 1n t.he exiaUnc aurplua or 

taachlra. ilbeo tho preaent Oftr-IU;>pl.J' 11 tekeo up, then it will ba 

rit}lt anJ .,...1)41J' to c~naider the queation of a new noraal ochool on 

Lolli: I a land. 
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Rlpt. 1n Line with t.hl.a aue eaauaitn of telllnc halt ~rutha, 

of tl71nc to detaae people' • actione .nd their c:haracttore Just. before 

election, 1o t.he vocy detinito l"WIOr which co:oee to ae t.hat 1n t.hl.o 

YeJ7 Bol'OI&ib or ~eene it ie propoaed at the eleventh hour to circu

late -a the .&Mricana or Genwl daecent .mo lhe 1n t.hl.a Bol'<Nih, 

ell eorta ot ollegationa t.het I aa or han been untrimdl,y to tho Ger:>a!l 

poople. It ia a tact tll!lt fro,. the )rd of April, 1917, to the elnGth 

of lloYODber, l9ll!, I na at war with Gerolan.7, ns .very otbPr American 

wea. It is alao a fact tha~ wboo the wor ended the Gel'OI<ID ;>eople be

.,._ again rq trieada, as they should be of r~ery good .l!:erican. I 

usa this .erel,y aa an exaaple to ehow the t:rpe of ca.apaign lrilich 11 

being connucted, 1>7 tbe spreeding of untruth upon untruth &Dd by tho 

apreeding of 80110 inDuandoeo or halt truthe, which is even <OOre dupic

lll>le. 

att I can afford to be charitable with ~he newopapor editore 

and locel pol1t1c1ane who tll1ru< onl)' of their own i ...,ediate bcno!H 

and ere w1l.l.1njt to do an)'tb1ng to win vo~ea by otoopins to aiutate

aents, Y11l1!'1A:a~ion and deception. I can af1"ord to be generow~ be

C&llaa thq are ool)' followi ng an oxaaplo which waa eat for th• 1>7 

the ue0111bled talent whiC! drew up the !l<>publicCi.ll atate platfol'Q, about 

a 110nth ago 1n .Uban)'. In apita of deteat after defoat 1n thiD atate 

the Republican lM<Ierahip baa no~ ;rat undaratood t hat atatinll ~he truth 

~~ ud that atatlnc t.ha ball-truth or ata~in talaehooda ia elwe:ra 

Cowtd <Nt by tbo votara before •l.action ~"¥ and dul)' aM acWJUIIUl7 

~lobed. 
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It ia not neoe .. &r)' !or se to r oi'er t.o the Nl'IY caapni .;na 

1D wDiob ::ulli'W't !alae etateaente ftre Mde abo11t q ;redeceaaor 

in oi'fioe, !or.oer CoYernor Alfred :E. S:aith. I t 1a tldo 1n&b1l1t:y or 

the RePilbllcan lcaderllbl.p ~ learn fro!O the leoeona or the put tl".at 

hu been ler~:o!T reapcmaibl.e !or the turnJ.n. or hllDdrede or thouaenda 

or nol'!l&ll.T RePilbUcan voters to tho Dooocretic caodidatoo. I t ia !or 

tho • ...., reaaon of d1a1,"Uat at deception that hwulreds of thaueando ot 

onrolled. Repu.bllcans , tine aen and women • ho belong to t.hf' rank and 

file of that. part,", all c:aat tbuir ballot.<> for Der.locratic can lc1at.ea 

on El.eot.lon ~· 

Tho brilliant ~uia of the RepublicAn &t.ate Platform ot 

l9JO r;i•.., b;r Goftn~cr SlUtb in the apMCII 1D trhlcb be UO!Oinated =e 

at l:)'r&Cilll i a a till Crellh in ,eopla• 1 ut.lnd&. flo ono 0011ld diooect 

that vlatforw. better than he. It reooainl only !or "" to ldt again a 

fetr of tbo bich ;>Oint& of a t!>CWient wbiob io 10 full of iuoincerit:y, 

oo r..ll or pl!d..'l Wladult<!l'4ted otte:a~t to deceive that DO• one votor 

out of a lnmdred thO\U&Ild will be ta.<en 1D b7 it. 

Let ae illueorate - the RopubllCM PU.t!ora aa:ye on t he 

subJect of State pri..,..a. 

0Three pri8C<l riota which took a ~ll or fov.rteen llna 

end th• .... ... !nation or two pri aon ot!icl al o' 1a ,>Art ot tho o..o

craUo r acortl ln pri8C<l """"niat.ratioo,• On tbat a&JH line of areu

.. nt Preoldent Hoover ....,t ban been reoi)Onalblo, tor tho riota in 

the Federal leona. Lent t let ua talk to<W1t'Ot.• 

rvartbo<!¥ lcnowa t h t tt.ara ,....e two , rinc1ral """"ea ot 

the >1'11011 rictt . Fira~, t .e c l•t.e t&ilure ot iWPill>liG&a 
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Le!;ial..t.turea for a quarter or a oentur)' to give uo new priaona to ta<e 

tllo place of antiquated, unhaaltbT dunaeono, which ...,... built ona hun

dred )'IIIU'a ago, .I.Dd the otbor graat naoon ••• that tile Republican 

Le11iel4ture retu.aed to face cauragecual¥ the p:roblO!IS preoented by a 

DeW ~pi of """" pri.OODerS Who Wlrl beizl& sent to jail for life UDder 

a oeriea of lawo that bear tho n81110 or tbe pr .. eot Republican candidate 

for L.t.oltoneot-<laTamor, Senator lleWIIIa, 

Theil tho Republican Plottorua goae on and tells what ita 

truer a knew to ba one b\llldrad par cont !alae J t.!lq n;r •!!c effort, 

howner, bu boon Mdo by tbo praa«lt adldniotration to daal adequate-

~ with thie aubJoct, deopU.e the f act that tbe State 11118t in the near 

t\lture apet>d aaey llilllona or dollaro for conotruction and reconotruot.ion 

or priaona.• 

llbat about tba splendid priecn progreu Which I 1n1 tiatad 

without any help tro:a the Republican leadore wbatcoover over one 7CU 

aao - • ~rogra:a calling for the oxpenditure or Tbirt1 ILllllon !Jollaro 

in the nut three 1oaro, in order to give ovecy p1aoner of tba state 

ld-..uate, eanitecy and modern living conditione, t'reoh air and exerci oa, 

education and IIIDUal tra1ning1 and aegre&ation of tbe different t1p11 

ot pr1eonera1 l!ho do tlley 811 1n1 tiatad tho idaa of tbe Parole Board 

10h1ch ia DOW fllnctionine , after I Mde a long and I!~ f 1Sht to 

have it created l..t.ot winterT Who do tile)' t bi:U< initiated the Pr1110D 

Surv.,. COII:alalion, r.lle Pr1oon Laber Co.iolion, the cantoDll!eDtl or 

pri__.. tOhicb. an halpinc to build Oll1' Steta reedit, t.loe 1ncreaaa in 

allDn!loeo tor f ood and olothtnu tor tho .,..ioonero, tt.e 1ncr•••• in t.l1o 

-her ... ~ the ta.,...,v_t in the treinlll& or the ll'il~n 

rabin or t.lletr pq7 

rdo an i the 
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How hcmeot, bow honor able 11 i t t or the RAopubl1cu Plattor.a 

to oay what it doeo when nwey '"""• 110:11nn an~ child 1n t :•1o etota lmowo 

that the RAopublican Legielatu.re had to be kicked And I;O&ded and prodded 

lv ""• in order to Q:ot All"/ action at all, 

Th81l co•• that priceleu otatament 1n the RAipubUcan Plat

!ol'll about 'later PoWer. Firat the"/ oay& 

•P.'e pro:d.oe a apeed,r solution of the ·•robl- of developing 

tho water power reeourc:ea of tho otota, .-hich ehall be baaed on eound 

eoonoooic ;>rinciplee.• I o-oootimeo wonder 1! Ill' old fri end , ' ~r. Zdnomd 

!lachold, the direotins geniua of the leading po.er co11blnee in t.hil 

etota, and at the os.u tioe tho own~r of the Republican State or.;anha

tion, aoriouol;y th1nlco thot he io fooliDQ: th< elcctorata or t.nie state, 

either up-otate or dom-etate , '0114111 he banda ont a j oyoue line lil<e tbet, 

'le all know th.o.t develo.,..ent on l'lbat he callo • &<>und econooic princi;>lea• 

lli8AtlS to him and h1n fellow loadero Ju.at one thin,; - dwvelo;nent b,y h1o 

c .. ;>a&~Y. lie an~ hie ,>arty hllve both beea com.lltted to that Tinciple 

! or the lAOt helYe yearo, 

Coapare tho Republican etat.o;aent t hat tbW"/ are in favor ot 

deYelop:>ent on • aound econooic "ll'incil)leo• which mean• exact]J' uro, 

with tho condetant De:Jocratic pr1nc1; lo that thv etota-owned water 

ponra .,st and oball be developed by tho atate 1toelt and r etoined 

for all tiM 1n tho actual pnyaical ;>OIHitlon of the otate and de

Yelopod oole]J' 1n order to inaure low priced eloot.rlc1t7 tor the 

people ot tho otote, without any inordinate or unr ... aunable pro!it.a 

t.o uy cor,>Ora\ion, 
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Then the S.publloan Plattol'lll goeo on ll'ith whl.t 1o alJio.t 

the lut ot.raw. It 111711 °.lt tbe laat IOIIion of the IA&ialatur. 

t.be Ropublicu -.lority- on ito 01111 in1tiatin did w~.at 1t could to 

take thio nxatiowo queotion out or politico b)' authorlaing t.be 

Co...rnor to appoint a cOIDl.oeion, etc. etc.• 

Let "" alSlt )'Oil thia ailll)1le queet1ono 1t a boroe bllko and 

atapq decline a fer hour attar hour to go where ito driver wanta b1 

to go and tinal.lJ' under epur and l4ah lllakoo up hi• lllind to eo where 

the drher ... nto blJa to go, doeo :.hat boroe do oo oo hie o"" initiative? 

Perhaps I ahould have - I know I obollld hC>Ve nid elephant inotoad ot 

hor ... 

!:nc-7 ac!1ool child in tho ot.ate kcowo 'that the !Wpublican 

111ajor1 ty 1n tho laet le&J.• llture Cinal.l)'" y-ielded attor Governor &d tb 

and ! , b&olced u 9 by the 'lldp And o;our or public indignation and by 

public inol.etence, f orced tbooe l@llder• to &J.vo in. 

And here b the beat one or all, A otcte:..,nt eo deliherate

l,y And outrageoual,y, eo one hundred per cent falee that 1t ia dri ving 

tcna ot thouaandl of dbi\lated R~IIUblica.oo to vote tor ""' next Tuo~. 

It rotero to tb~ ,=pond lag1allt1on b!'OU£bt in b)' tho Republican 

lacJ.olative leaders r alat1n 0 to the control or public utility corpora

Uoco. It. 111711 •o.- or tho :ooot 1a;><>rtant b1Uo were vetoed by 

the Governor a t the re<;Ueet or the corporation• atfaet.ed.• An answer 

b)' M to that ltraliiht talaahood in wholl,y unnoeocaury. AI a • ttar 

or raot the billa referred to are t.h• O&H onu whloh when intro6>ced 

were oppooed 'b7 .._ ot the utility oca.l&llill with ouch artoot that 

the R.pubUoan lH4Aoro th ... olveo not ro1y re.>v aU tl•• tilth at 
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then billo but rendered them so abourd that their introduco.ro th..,... 

nlno deollned to bav. aeytbi.ng to do with t hea , I ... toed t ha tar 

the Ttlf'1 ol.ll;>le reeaon that to put t hem on the ototute boolte would 

coot the otete aeveral bundrod doUara in unnec .. oor:r prlutin& billa 

ADd 110uld on~ have aade our ineffective ayot ... of regulation 110re 

ineffective, 

I could go t.brou3b thie Plat! om, item tor i tea, 1! ti.llo 

perntted. It ia Uter~ filled either with halt tru~ha or un

trutha, with abuse and with the taldng of credit where no credit ia 

duo. 

llbat 1e the uaef The aame game baa been tried year after 

year before t bio, and year after yaar lle:•ocratio u joritiea pile up, 

The pacpl e of this otate are too intelllgent ~o be t aken in by t ho 

lt1nd of propeganda and atotemente that aigbt have been uaetul in 18.)0 

when 1t took daya and soMtillea weeka t o get 1nf ol"Ciet1on on the iaoueo 

tl'Oil one end or the a tete to the other. OUr rom of govern:nent ia a 

oucooaa in thia ototo becwae :>eepla know what ia going on, and 'JC!Ople 

are able tc oi!t the true from the false , I have unbounded faith in 

tho electorate of thia atote , and the nearer we get tc fJ.ection Day 

the .,re confident I a:n tbet ~he wtera in every section - in tho 

citiea and on the !&1'1118 - will robulce deception, will rebulco undor

baDded attoeko ADd wUl auppart thooe who throughoUt tho caJII!>&ign in 

oiapl.e wordo have told the truth And told it cl~. 

---!liD--
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Speech by Governor Frankli n D. Roosevelt at J amai ca 

High School , Jamaica , Long I s l and . 

HON. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: 141' . Chairman , my f riend 

i n Queens: Thi s is a great improvement on two years ago . 

At t hat t i me I spoke in a di fferent school in Que ens , and 

I had to climb the fire escape to get int However, we got 

successf ully up and successfully down and successfully 

through the f ollowi ng Tuesdayt 

I some times wi sh Queens weren ' t so big , I t i s so 

hard to cover the territory, and I'd like to cover the terri 

tory in Queens becau se it is not only one of the greatest 

boroughs , but is one of the greatest citie s in itself in all 

the world. And i t seems to me that among all of these new 

pr oblems tha t modern c i vili zati on has br ought t o us students 

or government as well as the mil l i ons of people who are 

personally affected, to these people nothing is more impor

tant , mor e interesting , than t his sudden and overwhelming 

change f r om a farming community of a gener a tion ago into a 

f ull - fledged city in t he course of just a f ew years . And 

yet , that is what happened in Queena , ana some of the out

lyi ng parts or Brooklyn , the nearer part s of Nassau where 

ten or f i fteen years ~t~o there wae nothin1 but t'arme -- and 

I can pruve it bee use I can r mumber 1t l I n thie •rea are 



thousands and thousands of the best thing in the world -

homes . 

2 

Country roads within my very d i stinct memory have 

been r eplaced by city streets . Old fashioned wells have 

been supplanted by a metropolitan water system. Rapid 

transi t , sewer , el ectric light and power, stores, industr i al 

plants, and great school buildings like this , they are re

placing the growing crops and land that twenty years ago 

was worth only a couple of hundred dollars an acre , now 

brings its hundreds and even i ts thousands per front foot , 

and I wi sh I had guessed that twenty years ago t And to me 

this marvelous change that has come over this area liter

ally under our oviil eyes , i s one of the most vitally inter

esting stori es of our whol e American civilization. I t 

seems to me that it is an epoch , this growth of the Borough 

of ~ueens, an epoch tha t some day will be set side by side 

and dramatized like the epoch of the development of the 

great west . That this splendid growth ha s gone forward by 

l eaps and bounds each year is in itself, by itself, a 

tr i bute to the fine spir it and the progresaiv~ ac tion of 

the men and women that make up t he popul ution of thi s part 

o f the St ate of New York. 

And yet , I r eulizu perfuo t ly well th..1t these ,,onder

ful oh~nee• , this overni~ht doublin~ of our ~opul~t1on haa 

brou~;ht with it u ~::ru11 t '""ny vrobl"ma tl•• t \'iuuld not have 



arisen if the growth had been l ess rapid. I reali ze tull 

well t hat while values have greatly risen , the actua l phys

i cal needs of these new communities have been d i fficult for 

t he home owner to meet , and when I say "home owner", that 

word represents the gr eat majority of the people who l i ve 

here , and I am proud of it. 

Now , I suppose i t i s a fact that the r es i dents of 

~ ueens and the outly i ng part of Br ookl yn are just as much a 

part of the city government of t he City of New York a s i f th y 

lived in Manhattan or the nearer p arts of Brooklyn , and 

their government problems are therefore primarily city prob

lems. But any fair- minded person who has l ooked into the 

s ituation at all realizes that the travel , the moving to 

and f ro of millions of people to and from the cent r al parts 

of New York City places a heavy burden on these newer out

lying parts , a burden that is out of all propor tion either 

to their population or to the i r means , And f urthermore , 

there is the undoubted fact that geography itself, something 

that we weren ' t r esponsible for , has created an unforeseen 

ei tuation. Not only peopl e from the heart of New York City , 

but also thousands of other people from the rest or the 

State or New York, from the Hudson River Valley , from all 

over the communities of up-etate New York, people from New 

Jersey, people from Conneotiout , and indeed , people from 

avery one of the other rorty-alx or rorty-aeven atatue of 
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the Union, are passing in greater number each year through 

~ueens and Br ooklyn on their way to and from the nation's 

playgrounds on Long Island. 

Now, the broad question that is uppermost in all 

of our minds is this - -ought the local taxpayers, the home 

ovmers of ~ueens and Brooklyn be the only people to foot 

the bill for the great avenues of transportation? OUght 

they to be theonly ones to foot the bill for transportat ion 

which is used not only by themselves but by millions of 

other people? Now, you and I know that the state itself, 

the government in Albany, has r ecognized the opportunity 

to serve millions of people in this great metropolitan area 

by creating a great system of parks and parkways both on 

the north and the south shores of Long Island, The construe 

tion of these parks and parkways is nearly completed , and 

already millions of people are using those playgrounds pro

vi ded by the state . The Southern Parkway is a lready in 

constant use. The work on the northern parkway will begin 

soon. 

I don ' t ha ve to tell this audience or any other aud 

i ence on Long I s land of that great park development. I got 

a sort of a choky feel ing the early part of August this 

year. A year befor e I had gone down to an unfinished pro

ject call ed Jones ' s Beach , an unf inished projec t where work 

waa toi ns on , where there were vaat expanses or dri fting 

'"' l•• H•rt.·••u• t•v ll""""••r H6w •"•11 c.u, 
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sand , and it got i nto my hai r , and my ears , and my nose , and 

my eyes and stayed there for a weekl I knew it must be an 

unf i nished pro j ect. I coul dn' t visuali ze what it was goi ng 

to be when i t w~s f i ni shed . There i t was , a great dream. 

Thi s year in August I went back there . As I say , I got a 

choky feeling . There were somewhere around ?5 , 000 peopl e , 

men women and chi ldren , and those ?5 , 000 people had plenty 

of room. The sands were dotted with them, but there was 

room for ?5 , 000 more without any troubl e at all , and those 

peopl e were out getting close to the nature that God has 

given them, and I felt proud , not only of the State of New 

York that had done the job , the off i cial end of it, but I 

f elt proud of the magni f icent response that the men a nd wo

men a nd childr en of this great metropolitan area were maki ng 

to this pro j ect , the way they were coming f orward and using 

it with happy f aces , drawing in health, and happiness , st or

ing it up for the long , dark months of the winter time . 

And I said to myself then, "If t here is anything I can do 

to keep on extending t hese great parks of Long Island , count 

on me to do it . " 

Now , it i s because I from per sonal observation , 

f rom personal expe rience, became inter ested in the solution 

o f this problem , of the ways or getti ng to und from the 

Jones ' s Beaches and the other places in Lent Island that I 

started qu i te a lon< time "-f.O the illvUtii at i onu and tho 

lo•a I•* ... ,. ••••• 1-IIU """"""""' ,.,W VVII .. lll-
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hear i ngs for the pur pose of worki ng ou t a comprehensi ve and 

a defini te pl an. I am glad that progoess has been made , 

and I want to say right here and now that I feel that the 

state owes an obl i gation to bear at l east some of the burden 

of maki ng the through h i ghways equal to the tasks of carry

i ng ths tra ffic , most of which ori gi nates outs ide of these 

areas of new homes . 

Put it another way . The average communi ty in t h i s 

state recognizes , of course , its oblieation to mai ntain 

avenues , boulevards , and this new fangled term of arter i al 

highways , \7ha tever they call it , f or through travel for 

their own ci tizens and for v i s itors . But at the same time , 

at the same time , its own c iti zens consti tute i n mos t 

communities in this state by far the gr eater part of the 

peopl e who use these avenues . 

But here in ~ueens and in the outlying parts of 

Brooklyn the situation is an entirel y different one . These 

avenues are used and will be used for all time to come far 

more by those who ar e not r e sidents of the t erritory tra

versed than by the inhabitants of their territory itself . 

And furthe rmore , one of the principal reasons for this huge 

volume of travel lies i n the development of the Long I s l and 

system of parka by the state government i tsel f , and that ia 

an added rsuson why the state government itself has an obli

gation to the peopl e or ~ uuena to help uuild theae arteries 

'"' ,,. .... ,. ..... 110 ... ••••• ,.,. vv..- &:lit 
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Action would have been got earlier i f t wo gentlemen 

i n Albany had been wi lli ng l ast wi nter to allow even t o 

come out on the f l oor the bill i ntroduced by Senator 

Kennedy( ?) . I ~ve hi m what is known as a speci al mess age 

on that bill to accellerate its way through the Legi s l ature 

but he was tol d defi nitel y , a nd I hope , politel y , by Senator 

Hewi tt and Assembl eyman Hutchins that h i s bill di dn' t 

stand a Chi naman ' s chance at that session. I n other words , 

we know perfectly well where to place the responsibi l ity 

for the fact that nothing has been done in Albany yet . 

Now , I am us i ng these exampl es of the state ' s duty 

to the i ndividual community not only because i t very vi tally 

and directly affects you and your indi vidual lives , and 

i n the maintenance of your property , but al so because i n 

thi s lies a lesson of the r elationshi p between the state 

and all local subdi visions of government . I n this case we 

are concerned with five parties in i nterest : At the top 

the State ; then the Long Island Park Commission , which is 

one of t he actual causes of the great vol ume of traffic ; 

third , the city government itsel f; fourth , the borough 

governments in Queens and Kings , and finally , and by no 

means least , the individual taxpayer whose property is being 

taken or is beinL affected by heavy levies upon it . 

And at the present time , as you know , the repreeent

ativee of the State are contarrinb with the representative• 
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of the ci ty , and the next step will be the presentati on or 

a definite, concrete program to me in Albany outlining 

the actual needs for a ssistance by the State . Then will 

come , I trust , the necessary l egislati on , and I hope that 

the good peopl e of ~ueens will send to Albany Senators and 

Assembleymen who will be ready and willing to work with 

the administration. And I will leave it to you to say 

which administrat1ont 

Now, whil e I am in ~ueens , but not so very far from 

the neighboring County or Nassau , I am go ing to ask your 

indulgence to let me speak f or a few moments to the people 

of Nassau and Suffolk also , and to the people of ~ueens, 

about a probl em that a f fects Long I sland. Why? I wonder 

why it is that partisan newspapers go to the extreme length 

of printing not untruths , but what i s even worse -- half 

truths. Why 1s it that some candidates have to resort to 

the same low tactics; for instance , Republican candidates 

and· Republican newspapers in Nassau and Suf~lk Counti es 

are , I am tol d , telling the public that the Governor of 

this State deliberately and apparently without cause vetoed 

a bill to establish a state normal and training school on 

Long I s land for the training ot teachers . 

You probably heard that line or talk . Now, that on 

their part ia deliberate intent to detraua l e t ' s call it 

by its plain old-fllehioned Enllieh name -- intent to defraud, 



because they stopped there and don' t tell the very obvious 

and very proper reason for the veto of the bill by me , and 

I was correct in vetoing the bill , and any Governor v:ould 

have t o veto the bill . Why? 

First of all , because the Board or Regent s in Alban 

- - by the way, el even out or twelve are Republi cans , althou 

education is supposed to be non- partisan and non-political 

and further , t he Commissioner of Educa.t i on himself who 

is appointed by the Board of Regents , and strangely enough 

happens to be a Republican , too - - both the Board or Re

gents and t he Commissioner or Education failed utterly 

and wholly to r ecommend the building of a normal school on 

Long I s l and. 

Did these papers and these local politicians men

tion that? Not so you ' d not i ce it . And secondly , and 

this unqoubtedly is the reason that actuated these august 

gentlemen, the State of New York at the ~resent time has 

in the neighborhood of 5000 qualif i ed school teachers who 

are out of wor k , teachers in this city and all over the 

state who are looking for jobs in the public schools a t 

this moment . I would be act i ng contrary to the whole 

conception of my oath of office if I were to approve the 

buildinb of mora normal schools at this time , resulting in 

thu addins to the surplus of school tuachsrs which ulready 

e;,;iata , 14y fritlnds , I 11m , in othur wor a , tryinr, to protect 

I t '"'"" "••G•I·~· IIG ... " ""' ,.,. • ..., 'f'ltflll Lll' 
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the fathers and the mothers of boys and girls so that they 

will not put them into the teaching profession and then 

f i nd that they can ' t get work , In other words, I am a ssum

ing a perfectly clear-cut economic pol i cy that some govern

ment off icials apparentl y overlook . I am trying to prevent 

an increase in the existing surpl us of teachers, and when th 

present oversupply is taken up , then it will be right and 

wholly proper to consider the question of our new normal 

school on Long Island , and then I will be for it . 

Right in l i ne with this same campaign of telling 

half truths , trying to defame people ' s actions a nd the ir 

character just be fore el ection, there has come to me this 

afternoon the very def inite rumor that in this very Borough 

of Queens it is proposed at the eleventh ~our just before 

the election to circula te among the Americans o f German 

descent who live in the Borough of Queens , all kinds of 

allegations that I am a nd have been unfriendly to the German 

people. That's easy , It is a fact t ha t from the sixth 

day of April , 1917 to the 11th day of November , 1 918, I was 

a t war with Germany like every other American. And it is 

e qually a fac t t hat when the war ended the German people 

became again my f riends as t hey should be the f rie nds or 

every good Amer ican . 

I use th i l merel y as an example , and I could ci te 

lllllny of t hem, an exa •ple ~o •how the t ype o t OWilJiai r n that 
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i s being conducted by the spreadi ng of untruth upon untruth, 

by the spreading of i nnuendos or half truths , which is even 

more to be despised . 

But I can afford , my fr i ends , to be charitable . I 

can afford to be charitable with t he newspaper editors and 

the l ocal politici ans who think only of their own i mmedi ate 

benefit and are wi lling to do anythi ng to win votes by stoop 

ing to misstatements , villi ficat i on , e tc . I can afford to 

to be charitabl e with them and generous wi th them because 

after all , they are only fo llowing the example that was set 

for them by the assembled tal ent that drew up the Republi can 

platform. In sp i te of defeat after defeat , year after 

year in this State , the Republican leadership has not yet 

understood that telling the truth pays 1 has not yet under

stood that stating the half truth or stating falsehoods is 

always found out by the voters before electi on day and is 

duly a nd adequately punished. 

Now, i t isn't necessary for me to refer to the many 

campai gns in which malignant , false statements were made 

about my beloved predecessor in office, Alfred E . Smith. 

But it merely serves to emphasize that it is this inability 

of the Republican leadership to learn from the lessons of 

the past that have been largely responsible for the turning 

or hundroda of thousands o1' normally Republican voters to 

tha lJomooJ'atic cundidate, and it il t'or the eanl8 reason of 

••••ttf,.....ltlf IJIOi! • •n Ht•'~'~•'''' 
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di sgust at deception that hundreds of thousands of enroll ed 

Republicans , f ine men , fine women , who bel ong to the rank 

and f ile of that party all cast their ballots for Democratic 

candidates on el ection day , 

The brilli ant analysis of the Republican State plat

form of 1930 given by Governor Smith in t he speech in which 

he nominated me for the Governor ship at Syracuse is still 

fresh in people's minds. No one could di ssect that platform 

better than he, It remains only for me to hit again a few 

o f the high points of a document tha t is so full of insincer 

i ty , so full of plain, unadulter ated attempt to deceive , 

that not one voter in 100 , 000 will be t aken in by it, 

Let me illustrate , just two or three short illustra

tions , The Republican platform says on the sub j ect of State 

prisons : "Three prison riots which took a toll of fourteen 

lives and the assasination o f two prison officials , is part 

of the Democratic r ecord in prison administr at i on . " On 

that same line of argument , President Hoover mus t have been 

responsible for the riots in the b'ederal prisons . Don • t 

l et us talk tommyrot , 

Everybody knows that there are tYIO principal causes 

of the prison riots , not only in this State . but in other 

sta tes and in the Federul pr i oons . First, theoomplete fail

ure or thu Lugi s lature in this :Jt11te , the compl ute failure 

ot other letieltitivc codies , includ ing th~ Cont~ess Of the 

I • 1-I•JII tol11'1111~11 1110 •• ,., •• , htW "f'-1 lti" 



United States , f or a quarter of ~ century past to give to 

us i n this country new prisons to take the p l ace of the 

antiquated , unheal thy, dungeons t hat were built one hundred 

years ago . And i n this state of ours , the other cr eat reaso 

was that the Republican Legi s l ature refused to face courageo s 

ly the problems presented by a new type of young prisoner 

who are bei ng sent to Jail for life, to jail for life with 

no hope of ever getting out , sent there under a serie s of 

l aws tha t bear the name of the present Republican candi date 

for Lieutenant Governor , Sena tor Cal eb Baumes . 

That i s one example. And then the Republican pl at

f orm goes on to say what i ts framers knew to be 100 per cent 

f alse . They say , "No effort , however , has been made by the 

present administration to deal adequately with this subject , 

despite the fac t that the State must in the near future 

spend many millions of doll ars t"or construction and recon

struction of prisons." 

What about the splendid prison program? (A photog

rapher snapped a f l ashlight picture o f the Governor) That 

is part of itl (Laughter) And I will tell you why that 

shot was part of it . It is be cau"e t hat shot i s a part of 

what they call nowadays publicity. And we won ' t ~et any

wherea with the handling of thia great uubject of the young 

men in this state Vlho are goinl> to priaon , most oL' ttu~m com

in~ buck into our midst i nto our oumouniti~a , unl~ sa we 0 et 



the people of this state roused by publicity , and the way 

we are going to improve our prison s ituation is to have 

you people , men and women , take an interest in it and 

make yourselves heard in the halls of the Legislature in 

Albany . 

Now , the Republican platform that sai d no effort was 

made by the administration -- what about the splendi d prison 

program which I initiated without any help from the Repub-

lican leaders whatsoever over one year ago? A program call-

ing f or the expenditure of Thirty Million Dollars in these 

next three years , in order to g ive every prisoner of the 

State adequate, sanitary, modern living conditions , fresh 

air , exercise, decent sanitation, education, manual training, 

and the segregation or the different types of pr isoners . 

Who do they say initiated the i dea of the parol e board that 

is now functioning after I had made a long and strenuous 

f i ght to have it created last winter? Who do they think 

initiated the prison survey commission, the prison labor 

commission, the cantonments of prisoners that are helping 

to buil d our state roads, the increase in the allowances 

for food, for cl othing of prisoners, the increase in the 

number of and the improvement and the training of the prison 

How honeet , my t'rienda , how honorable , 1e it 1'or the 

epuhlioan ~lattorm to say what it does when every man and r
·uarde , and the raising or their pay? 

I t •• fl•r •u•• UO IIIII 411.1••• hiW f'IHIII ""' 
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woman and child in this state knows that the Republican 

Legisl ature had to be kicked , and goaded , and prodded by me 

in order to get any action at all. 

And then comes on top of that that pricel ess , that 

pricel ess statement i n the Republi can platform about water 

power . ]' i rst they say: "We promise a speedy solution of 

the problem of developing the water power resources of the 

state , which shall be based on sound economic principles," 

I some times Vlonder , and I have know something about the 

politics of this s tate for twenty years, I some times VIOnder 

i t my ol d fr i end, Mr. Edmund Machol d , the directing genius 

of the leading power combine in this State , and at the same 

t ime the owne~ of the Republican State organization , serious 

ly thinks that he is fooling the el ectorate of this State 

e ither up-State or down-State on the terms , or in the 

cities when he hands out a j oyous lie like that? 

Why , we all know that development on Vlhat he calls 

"sound economic principles" means to him and hi s fe lloVI 

leaders just one thing -- development by hi e company . He 

and his partner have both been committed to that principle 

year after year for as long as I can remember , 

And then compare the Republican statement that t hey 

are in f avor of development on sound economic pri nciples . 

Th!it means exactly nothin.., lit all. Compartt hut "ith the 

om.istent •• emoc~atic pri hc i pl e that the t>t11te-owned water 
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powers must and shall be developed by the state itself , and 

r etained for ell time in the actual physi cal possession of 

the St ate itself , and developed solely in order to insure 

lm7 priced electricity for the people of t he &tate wl thout 

any inordinate or unreasonable profit for any corporation. 

I have been talking around the State , giving com

parisons of the electric light bill s of the householders 

of the State , comparisons of these electric light bills 

especially in some of these counties down here , ~ueens , 

Nassau , 1'/estchester , compari ng them with some of the other 

places in the State , Jamestown , New York , that runs i ts own 

municipal plant , the li ttl e town or Governeur, New York , 

where they have got their own l ittle plant, and a ll those 

great c i t i es just across the l i ne in the Provi nce of Ontario 

wher e the State develops its own water power , and I have 

been talking to the housewi ves of this State, telli ng them 

what they could get an el ectri fied kitchen for if they 

lived somewhere else. 

Why , we have been joking about it as we have gone 

around the country. I have been talking about all these 

different machines that the housewives can put into her 

kitchen -- eleo trio cooking, electri c r efrigeration, irons, 

pote, pans , everythinb else run by electricity-- and not 

f orgetting the waffle iron, Why , they huve • VEJn thre11tened 

next year to take the , tar oft our ticket aa ita emblem and 

lllJ J."• HU atfat Uflfl• I.,., ,. •• Tea~a (:flo 
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substi t ute the waffle iron! 

And then t he Republican platform goes on wi th what 

to me , is almost the last straw on the camel ' s back - - I 

mean the el ephant's back. I t says, "At the l ast session 

of t he Legislature the Republican majority on i ts own 

initiative d i d what it could to take thi s vexatious question 

out of politics by authorizing the Governor to appoi nt 

a commission , etc ., etc., e tc ." 

Now , l et me ask you this s i mpl e question , and agai n , 

I am goi ng into the r ealm of natural history -- i f a horse 

talks and simply declines for hour after hour to go Ylhere 

his dr i ver wants him to go , and f inally under the spur and 

the lash makes up his mind to go where h i s dr iver "ants him 

to go , does that horse do so on his Olin initi ati ve? Per

haps I am getting mi xed with my natural history -- I should 

have , yes, I know I ought to have sai d elephant instead of 

horse . V/hy , my fr i ends, every schOol child in thi s State 

of ours knows that the Republican majori ty in the last 

Legislature finally yi el ded after Governor Smith a nd I 

backed up by the whip and the spur of publi c indignation, the 

whip and the spur of public insi stence , forced those lead

ers to surrender . Under their own initiative! 

And here on this same sub ject , there ia another 

straw , a statement so deliberately and outrageously, eo one 

hundred per cent false that it is drivin~ tens of thousands 
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of disgusted Republ i c ans to vote for me next Tuesday . 

It r efers to the proposed l egislation of l ast winter that 

was brought in by these same Republ i can l egi sl ative leaders 

and r eferri ng to a control of publi c utility corporations , 

and the p l atform says , "Some of the most important bills 

were vetoed by the Governor at the r equest of the corpor a 

tions affected . " 

Well , of course , an answer by me to that strai ght 

fal sehood is wholly unnecessary . As a matter of fact , the 

bills referred to were the same ones which when introduced 

were opposed by some of the utility compani es with such 

effect upstairs on the third f l oor of the l e gislative hal ls 

that the Republican leaders up there themselves , not mere

ly removed all the teeth out of these bills , but made them 

so absurd that the introducers of the bills themselves 

decli ned to have anythi ng to do with them. And then they 

came down to my desk and I looked them over , and I reed 

them with care , and then I vetoed them, and you know why? 

I vetoed them for the very simpl e reason that to have put 

them on the statute books woul d have cost the state of 

New York ;i200 . CO or ,)300 . 00 in unnecessary printing bills . 

And they would hevo added to our libre~ies, and would only 

have ~de out instructive system or r o£Ul etion more 1n

err~o t 1ve. 

Uo I oould ~o on through this ~latform 1tum tor 

f 11 I""' ~ ' •••• IJW tt• • ., "•• r •11 ~'" 
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i tem if time permitted. It i s literally f illed either 

with hal f truths or untruths , with a buse , and wi th the tak

ing of credit where no credit is due. Read i t for your 

selves. 

But what's the use? The same game has been t ried 

year after year before this , a nd year after year Democratic 

maj orit i es pile up . The people of this St ate are too 

intelligent to be taken in by this kind of propaganda , 

and statements that might have been useful not in 1930 but 

in 1830, i n 1830 when it took days and some times weeks to 

get information on the issues from Niagara ~ells to ( ueens 

County. Our form of government , my f riends , i s a success 

in this State because people kn0\7 what is going on , and 

people are ab l e to s i ft the true from the fal se . 

I have unbounded fa i th in the e l ectrate of this 

Stat e , and the nearer we got to el ection day , the more con

f ident I am that the voters in every section in the cities 

and on the farms will r ebuke decepti on , will rebuke under 

handed attacks , and will support those who throughout the 

campaign in simple words have told the truth, and told 

i t cleanly . (Appl ause) 
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The State's Duty to the People of Long Island- P ark and Parkway 
Dcvelopment~Misrepresentation of Republican Platform 

J.uu,JC"A, October' 29, 1930 

Amon::: the many n~w problems that are beiftl! fa~ by 1tudenh of govern· 
ment Arid alto by millions of personall" aft'ected eitizena, none It more 
important than that of the sudden. o,·erwht>lminj! change of a. fnmin~; com· 
munit\' into a full -ftl'dl!ed cit\', in the conrf'e of lesa than cne g1meratlon. 

cf v:~:!,~~~-n i:nd11~! ~~~·~fe~:: ~~.~euree;:rt~" cs;"Na::.!bC::~};'."1Jh: 
even ten Or fiftH'n yean agn there were nothing but farmt tn thlt a.re& 
there are today· t\aou11andt upon tbousa.nda of bomH. Country road• han 
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bee.n repl1er-d b" dt; elreeLI; wella have been replaeed by a metropollt.aD 

water 1ystem. Rapid tranait, .ewer1, eleetrlc light and power; atorea, indu .. 

trial phmll ami great buildings replace the growing eropa; and land worth 

a few hundred dollar• an acre now bring~ iLl bWJdreda and even t.houaanda 

by the front foot. 
To me the n~aneloul change wbicl1 bu occurred in thia area u.nder our 

''ery eyf'• Is one of the ruost '•itally interesting etoriea of our whole Ameri· 

can ch•ililo,ation, an epic which 110rue day 'will be Rt side by side with the 

:~~~ o:0;~!r~e;e;o~;:~~t ~~~d t~u~~~a~a~~e~~~arT~:ti!b~~.:r,le:d!~~~~~ ~:: 
tine spirit and the progressive action of the men and women that make up 

the population of Queena and of Kinga. 

of \~~!J,~I::i~l~uh:~el~r~~~~~~/h!~b ~~r:~~~~~ :~:~~~~!'. ~~aicbve;:~,~t n~~u~!:~ 
nri~~eu if the ~rowth had been lesa rapid. I realize full well that while n lues 

have rilit'n greatly. the actual )lh~·a lcal nteda of theae new eommunltiea have 

bet>n difficult for the home-owner to meet-and when I aay ~tome-~ that 

word re)Jresentl thl' great majority of the people who li\'e here. 

or 't~!,k~~.,~:::ej:St'~;.t ,~!:~~h r~i1~';:~teoffu~uci~; ;:ee~!~~!t o:~~~~! ~;.!: 
C'it.y a~ if the~· Ji\·t·d iu ~lauluolttan or the nt'arer Jl&rll of Brooklyn and their 

gon!rnmental Jlrohlem" are. therefore. primarily city problewa. Ne,·ertbe

lc;~s, 1111)' fair·min~led person r~aliua thKt the tranl of many million11 of 

}M'Ople to uud frum the Ctmtl·al parta of New York City plaeea a heavy bur

den nn th\'lle ney,·er outl~·ing JJ&rt.e, a burden which i1 out of aU proportion 

eithu to their JIOJmlation or to their meana. 
:Furthl'rnwre, there 11 thl' umlouble-~1 fac·t that ~eography Itself hu ~reated 

nu unfores._'t'n situation. Kot only ()t!Op)e from the heart of New York City but 

nl110 tlwu,;;unds of uther JleO)IIe from the re~t of the State of New York, the 

nutl01011 Hi\'cr Vuller. und ull th(' t-ommuniliel of up-alate New York, peo

ple frnm New Jer!lt'y ami Cunnectic-ul, a nd imleed almOf'll from e\·er~· Stall" 

in tl1e Union are pafi~J; In~ in ~rt'uter number• than enr before throu~h 

Qut-t-nll and Brooklyn ou their way to and from the nation'• playgrounds of 

Lontr hl1nd. 
The brootl quealion ;,. preKented; should the loca l taxpayers, the horne 

ownerK of Queenl nnd Urno\.:h·n be the onlv people to foot the bill for the 

J_!reat au·enue~t of t.ransportatiOn whic-h are 'used not only by themt~~eh·es but 

hy millions of otl1l'r people! 
Yuu ancl I know that tl1e Stak' itself l1a~ rf'<'O'.,'lli 7.ed ill opportuni ty to 

~ne million" of Jlt'OJII~ b~· t·rt'atintt a ,·ut ~yst.em of parke and parkwa~·~ 

hoth on tl1e no rth nnd the wuth shore8 of Lon,tr Island. Tht ton"lrn('tion of 

theM! p~ark11 nml parkway~< I~J ncarlnJ: ('OillJ>If'tlon unci a lrend~· million11 of 

:::t~a;rfs ~~!~;d;.
11f: cJ::~i;;~u~~· a~~o:~~~ o~~- t~l~e n~::~~~n ~;:k:_;'h:r,~ 

!lOOn hef!'in. 
It is bec':an~ I. from JK'raonal e:.:1wrienN and j)f:riiOnal obse.n-ation. hl\'f' 

IIN'fllllC interl'!:lC'~I in the Mlution of the problem of ways of ~ettinJt" to and 

from Lon;.! lshuul that. I ~:t.nrt~l ll4111lt' lime lli!'O the im·e11ti~ationK and hear· 

in;.:11 for the pufJ"lM' of workin~ out a oomprf'ht•nsh·.e and definite plan. I am 

J!IRcl that pr&,!re~ll ill heing mach• and I Y.'AIIl to ~y right here and now that 

I fl"(') tl1!\t the ~lute 0\\'f'll an obli;.!lltlon to bear at. leut some of the burden 

of makin~ th~ tllfOUJ!'h hiJ!'hwa~·~~ pqual to the tuka of ~rrying the traffil'. 

most of whlel1 ori~dnAtell ouulde of tbelle ne"'' areat of hornet. 

Put It anothf'r wa~·. Thf' 1\'t'raj!e community in t1111 State recognizes Its 

obliJ!'ation to m:1iutain a\'f'DIIt'a and boule,·a rda for tbrOuj!:h trl\·el for ill own 

riti7.t'lll ancl for \'illitor,c, hut. at the ~~ot~me lime ill own citir.ena conalituuo b,· 

far thf' t,!rt•uter pnrt of the JH'(lplf' who u~e theae a,·enuea. Here in Queen'11 

and ill tlif' nutlyilll!' Jllrt• nf Drool.lyn, IIOY.'f'nr. these 1\'f'DUf'll are uud and 

will for all timl' to ('filii«' lte u~~e<l far more by those y,•ho are not. re11idf'nl11 

of the tf"rritory trll.\'f'fN"(I thnn II\' the lnlinLlt.anls of that t.errltorv ilcwlt 

Furtllumorl', onf' of the Jlrinc-lpa) r~a110n1 for thla huge \'Oiume o'f travel 

Ilea In the dc\'t>lopment of the Long llland ay1tem of park• br Lhe St.at.e 
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Go,•trnment.. There ia an added reaaon why the State Itself hu an obligation 
to help build theee arteriea. 

t am ualng tbla exa.mple of the Sta.te'a dut! to the lndh·idual community 
not onl7 because it \'try directly affeet.a you m your indh·idual live. and ln 
the JDalntl!:nan~ of your property, but &lao ~use in thia lies a leMOn of 

!~~.!=~~io~=htfi.~~':eee!et~:e s:~nn!s '!!:t:r ft~~e ~O:t~~ ·~~~~7:::':: o!t~; 
lop the State; then the Long bland Park Commi~ion, wbieh ia One of the 
actual causes of the great ,·olume or traffic; third, the city J;overnment 
ltaelf; fourth, the borough go,·crnmcnts in Queen• a nd King11, and, finally, 
the lndh·ldual t..axpayen v.•ho.e property is being t aken or Ia being affK"ted . 
by heavy Ievie~ upon iL 

At the pr~nt time, aa you kno.,·, the rt)Jre~~ent.aih·ca of the Slate are 
conferring with the reprHenlath·es of the city, arul the next atep will be 
the pr~ntnlion of a definite Jlrogram to me in Albany, outlining the &dual 
methOOs for u•istance by the State. Then will come the necesl!lary lt:::illla
tion, and I bore that the good people of Queen!l will lll!lltl to Albany, Stu&· 
lora And A115emiJI~·men who will he ready and willin;r to work witb the admin· 
istration In Alhauy toward this greut end which so ,·itally affreil all of you. 

While J am in Quf'ens J wa nt to ~;ay a few word11 to the cith:cn1 of Nas
uu County who are l i1<lenin~ in o\·er the rn~lio. Why i111 thd Jfllrli~~Hn newi· 
JIAJ)erll s,:o to the extn•me len;tth of )J riutin~ not untruths but what i1 t\·en 
wor~half truths. Wh~· iiJ it tlutl I'Omt eandidatCK.han.' to rei'Ort to the 
u.me low tartit•~<! Fo,.. in11.tanee. Re1'ullliean eamli1lflh.'ll and Hcl'ubliam 
newspa r~er11 in KuAAu and :-;uffolk countit'll a re. J am told, tcllins.: t he publie 

!.~~~jh: ~~'·i~11:ta~:li::ea ~:a~e ~~~!::~t:~~l ~~;\n~f.&~l~!!f o~i~~J:: ;~~~d 
for tht trainin~ of tf"arlu~n. Th"t, of rour!e. ill on their part 1leliberat.e 
Intent to defraud, bet"au~<e they litop then· &11'1 1lo not tell the ,·ery ob,·ioull 
and ,·ery pro~r rraJIOu for tl1e ,-eto of the bill ~· me. 

Fir11t of all. the Board of Re-.,:e.nl-11, of ,.,.hom elenn out of t.,·eh·e are Rtpub
licanl!'. did not reoommt'nd the huilrlinJ.! of a normal N!hool on Long b land, 
and further, the CommiFJ~ioner of F..duC"ation. Dr. Gra\·el!. ""'ho it. alao a 
Republiun. did not recoommend the building of & normal ~~ehool on Long 
Ill and. 

Secondly-and thi11 i11 undoubtrdly lhf" rcuon v.·hieb aetuated t11ese gtntle
nttn-the !'tate at the- Jlr~nt time 113!'1 in the nt•is.:hborhood of 5.000 quali
fi«t teat'heu v.·bo arf' out of wurk-to.><~c·heu. who are )cK)king for johs in the 
public ll('h00111 of the !'tate. 

I -a·ould be actin~ contrary to the " ·hnlro con«ption of my oath of office 
if I ,.,·ere to a Jtrlro,·r lht> huill\ius.: of more normal l't'bools a t thi11 time, result· 
in~ in a1Min1 to the flUrplnll nf teaC"ht"rA which M1read~· edst.l'. 1 am, in 
other ""'ord11, tr~·in~ to prot«t the ~·ouu~~r generation In thi11 State. I am 
tr~·in~ to prennt an inc·ru!'e in the rxi11tin~ " urpln11 of tl"arhen. When the 
pre11ent o~·er·IU p!Jiy i11 takrn UJI, thE-n it will be ri;rht and JlrOJH!r to conaider 
the quut.10n of a new normal IIICbooJ on Long bland. 

Ri~ht. in line ,.,·ith thiA 11..11.me l"llnlfllli;!n of tellin;::- half truth. of tr~·lnJl to 
defame ))C()ple's artion1 and their ch~tractcrl jml before cle~:·tion, is tht ''try 
definite r umor whlcl1 ~·mMI to me thHt in thi11 very Borom:h of Qul't'nS it is 
JltOJ)()flcd At the elc\·t'nth hour to cirC"ulate &m Oll;!" tile AmcriC"DIIII of c~rmlln 
det~eent " 'ho 11\·e in thi11 Boron~h. All 110rt" of HllE"~atlon11 .that I 11111 or llue 
~~~n unfrit'mll~· to the C:t'rrnnu Jlf'OJile. It i1111 fart t11at. frmn the 3•1 of AJlril, 
1917. to th~ lith or NMc-mhrr. I !liS. I· wail nt war with Gf'rm:lll\', A lii ,.,.,.ry 
other Amerirnn Willi. It ill nlj;(t A f:u·t tlull whNI tht' wnr t•mlr1l il1r r.t'rn~.an 
I~JllP IIC't•Rme IIJ.:Ain m~· frirml<~. AI' tht•)" .:l1nuld he of en•ry ~nod Am('rlrnn. 
I UJW' thi11 mt•rcl,,· a " :tn t'X:I.nlJlle. to t ltow the t).\lC of ('lfniJ•Ul;In whi1•h 111 

~~~;~~t:;~~~~e!:,~;e 11i~m!:;~ul~~'":~i~~~r"!n:~•:::.u!,~,j;~~: ~:.•;~n~~re41,1)~,..1~~al~~~ 
But J can afford to IN! rhAritaltle with the llt'~~"llpaJter editor" 1111'1 foc,al 

polltltlan" who think only of tbl'ir o,.,·u imme~:liate hent>ftl ami ttn· wllllu~ 
to do anything to win ,·otell by 11tooping to mlutatementl, 'llllflcatlou ancl 
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dteept.lon. I ean af!'ord to be generous bttauu they are only following an 

R:p~~:~c:nh~c:!~'&Pt:i:o;::: !_ht!:~t b! !~t~~b:~ A~t!e:;. --t~c:~pf;:e:, ucre,~: 
after defeat in thl1 State the ReJIUblican leadcnhip hae not yet undcretood 

~~.'~ti=r,~: ~~~~hd P:~: :;dth~·!o~~!i~,!~: !t~t1t;:t:.;r :.!dt~~;·:d 
adequatel7 puniehed. 

It is not neceuary for me to refer to the many campaigns In which malig· 

nant false atatemenLI were made about my predeeeuor In office, former Gov

ernor Alfred E. Smith. It ia thia inllbility of the Republican leader•blp to 

i::~n~0:f t::n~::;:~• o~f g::u::~,th:,t ~!:m~~; ~~~~~!&n~:~:!!:~: r: ~: 
Demoeratic candidates. It ia for the same reason of cl h!guat at deception 

that hundreds of thousand of enrolled Rt tJublican&, fine men and women ·who 

belong to the rank and file of that party, all cut their ballott for Demo

cratic: candidate• on eleetion day. 

Go~~~~:~~~:~t~ i~~a!t:i~r!c~~nR!.~~:~ic:en ~~~~~~.~t:;:;n;.t 
0~~.~~!~~i~·:",t?ft 

f resh in peoJlle'lll minds. No one could dl111eect that platform IH!tt.cr U1an be. 

It remaina onl~· for me to hit again a fe'll" of the high J)()i lll8 of a document 

which is 10 full of insincerity. eo full of plain unadulterated a t tempt to 

cJeeeh·e that not one ,·oter out of a hundred thousand will be taken in by it. 

Let me illustra~the Re)lublican Platform &aJ'I on the subject of State 

pritona. . 
"Thr~ pri10n riots which took a toll of fourtt"en lives and the aasassina

tion of two J1ri11on official&, Is part of the Democratic n :c:ord in prison atlmin· 

ialration." On that ume line of argum~nt Pruident B oo,·er must ha,·e 

been responaible for the rioll in the Federal priaona. Don't let ua talk 

tommyroL 
E'·erybody knows that there were two principal rau~~Cs of the prison r iot &. 

Fir•t, the eomple~ failure of Republit._n Ltgialaturea for a quarter of a 

century to give ua new pri&OII8 to take the 11laee of a ntitJUAled. unhealthy 

dungeons, whirh were buil t one hundred years Ago. And the otht>r great 

rtaaon was that the Republican IAgir;lalure refuud to face couragcously the 

problems pre•ented by a new t~·pe of young 11ri50ners who were being ~nt 

to jAil for life under a ~ries of law• that benr the name of the preaeot 

Republican candidate for Licutenant·Go,·ernor, Senator B11.umee. 

Then the Republican Pla tform goes on a nd tells wha t i ts fran1er1 know 

to be 100 per ctont fabe; they I!&)' "No effort. howe,·er. bas been made by 

the present administration to deal adequAtely with this f!ubject, despi te the 

fact that the St ate muf!t In the nt'ar future aprnd ma n,\' millior11 of dollars 

for construction and re<'Orrltruetion of priaoos.'' 

What about the splendid pri80n progrns which I initiated ~·ithout any 

:m~0~r t~:e ~?;~~r~:r~e:~'e$.;0~~~\'i~ ~h:r n~~~ ~-~l:~;'t ·::;;.~ r:o~:;~~ 
to J:h'e e,·ery prii'Oner of the Sta te ad~uate, ~nita r)· aud modem lh·in=

conditious, fresh air Rnd excrei11e, edueatron and manuAl tra inlns:. antt ~~otg-

r~::t!~"t:! ~~~o~!IT&.nr~ t;:~:b
0~/~~:~~::~!tio;~i~~;, c1:r~~e.t :!.,;"!til~~~ ~~d 

r:trenuour; llJ!'hL to lla\·e it created last winlcrt Who dn they think initiated 

the P riROn Suney Commis~ion. lire Pri~on l.abor Conunl!•sion, the canton· 

menta of pri80nera which are helping to build our State roads, the inereaM! 

in allowanCH for food a nd c:lnthing for the pri80nl'ra, the increase in the 

number and the lmprO\"ement in the trainlnj:r of the 11ri110n guarda and the 

ral1i11Jt of their pay? 
no-.· hontllt, how honorable is It for the Repuhlh·an Platform to ny what. it 

does when every ma n. wonmn and rhild In thifl ~lAte knu'll'll that. the Repu!). 

lltnn Lcgh1lnture had to he kicked a nti goaded a nd 1nodded IJ.' ' me, in o rder 

to get any aet.lon at all. 
Tiren comet that prluleu atat.e.ment In the Rej•ullllt'lln Platfo rm about 

Water Power. Firat they tay: 
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"We promise a l!~y AOlution of the problem of dt>veloping the water 
powt'r -resources of the Stntc, which shall be lm&erl on &Ou nd CC(>nomic prin· 
eiplea." I eometlmes wondrr if my old frlcntl, Mr. Edmund 1\1achold, the 
directing ~cnlu1 of the leading power wmbincs In this SLAI.e, and at the 
u.me time the owner of the Republican State o rganlu.tlon, ~erioualy think& 
that h e i1 fooling the electorate of this State, eithu up·St.Ate or do-A'D·State. 
when he hands out. a joyo11.1 line like thaL We aH know that. de\·eJopmmt 
on 11"h&t he ealls "&Ound ec"Onomic principles" means to him and hie fellow 
leader ju1t. one thlnj:t-de,·e.Jopment by his company. Be and hie party ha\~ 
both hH:n commlttrd to tha t prinei jlle for the Jut tweh·e y('tl.n. 

CompAre the RepubliCAn 11tate.ment that they are in fa,·or of de,·elopment 
on "110und economic: prineiple! .. whieb means exadly zuo, with the eoneiet.ent 

~,~::~~~l~;:~eic~:t!hi~!ef:~n~~~i~:ffo~a~r s:,~c;: ~~~~et~na~ ~t~·~ie~ 
JIOSilel!l!ion of the State and dc,·elopM 110lely in order to inllure low priced 
ele<>tricit.~· for the JleOple of the State, without any inordinate or unreason· 
able profiLe to any corporation. 

TIH•n the RI'Jmbliean Pla tform z:!oello on "'·ith what Ia alm011t t.l1c last straw. 
It M~·s: "At the lad !!t'fl8ion of t.hc> Le<,:i11lnture Un~ Republican majority ou 
it11 o"'-n initia.th·e did whnt it ooultt to take thit~o \"CXalious CJUCt~tion out of 
politics by authorhr.in~ the Governor to &Jlpoiut a commission, etc., etc ... 

Let me a11k you this simple quegtion: if a horse balks und simply declines 
for hour after hour to go where its clrh·er "''anU l1im to go and finally under 
~;pur And lash makes up his mind U. ~o where the drh·er wants him to go, 
doet~ that hor11e do 110 on his own initiatin! Perhaps 1 s hould ha1·e-l know 
1 •hould hne pld elephant instead of hone. 

En!•ry ~~ehool chiltl in the State kno"'"fl that the Rejlubliean majority in the 
last lc>J!'illlature flnl'll.'' ~-ieldt'd nftf'r Go,·enlor !':mith .ntl 1. backed up by the 
whip and liJlUr of 11uhlic indi;:nation" and by publie insi8ll-nee. foreed tboee 
leadeu to gi,·e in. 

And here is the beAt one of all. A At4lement so deliberately and out
ral!'eously, ao tOO JK!r eent false that it iA dri1·ing t ent! of thousand !! of die
J:UI!tt'd RepubliCAIIA to \"ole for me next Tut'llday: It rdcr11 to the propMed 
lt'~i~lation brou~ht in lw the ReJmhlicMn le;:islntinl lca11en relatinz:! to the 
control. o f puhlic utilit~." l'OrporationA. I t Allyll: "Some of the most impor· 
tant b1ll l'l were vetoed by the Go\·ernor at the reqncat of tl•e corporatJOilA 
affreted." An IIIIIIWCr b~- me to that 11i rai~ht fal~hOOII ie wl10lly unneeeuary. 
Ae a matter of flirt. the billA n•ft!rrt"<l to are tl•e u me ones wbiel1 when intro
duttd Yo"t:te opposed b1• t<Ome of the utility con1panies v.-it11 s uch effet"t that 
the Rt"publiean lf'afler8 them!'ch"t'!'io not mert'l~· rt'mm•ed a ll the Wt.b of theM 
bilb but rendered them 1'0 ahAurd that their int rodut.'t'ra thenuK•h·K drclined 
to ban an~·thin~ to do -.·ith them. I ntoerl tht:m for the ,·cry llimp1e rHAOD 
that to JlUl them on the 11tatute book11 "'"flUid ~t the Rtatt' l!oel"Cral humlred 
rlollara in IIUII~rt'"-"tr~' t•rintinJ! billA ami would only ban~ made our ineJJee
tin 11yf"tem of rcgulnllon more inefJeetil·e. 

J roultl J:O throu~h this platform, item for itt'm, if time permitted. It is 
literall.'· filled t'ither with half truths or untruthllt with abu~~e and with the 
takin~: of credit v.·hcre no eredit is due. 

What ill the u~~et The AArnc ~:amc hiUI hfocn tried ~·car after year before 
this, a nd year after ~·t'flr Dt'nU:~Cralic majoritit.'fl Jlile up. The J>eOJlle of thie 
Slate a re too iniA!IliJ:!t'Ut to he lllkrn in hy the "ind of prupaWJ.nda and state
Olents thn.t ml~ht IIAl"e hec!n u~~eful in JR30 when It t ook day11 and I!Ometimetl 
wl'('k& to J:!el information on the i11~~ou~ frurn one end of the-Stale to the 
other. Our form of j:O\ernmf'nt ill a t~tl(_'fi"f'S in thi1 8tnt.c benupe people 
know wl1at ill coin~ ou, IUJtl peoplf' arc uhle to Aift the true from the fal~~e. 
I lu1xe unboundf'd faith in the f'lf'<'torate of tlli11 Sta~, and the n~rer we get 
t o e)t't'tion day thf' more oonfldent 1 am U1at tl•e \'Olcrt in ('Very ~ion-In 

~~:.~~~es.::d :1•;, t~~l:l':;~"';~ ~~·:k:h~~~~'b~~~· tb~ll ~~~~~;1:rb11~:.~t! 
worda have told the truth and told it cleuly. 
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