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Toni&ht I an not going, to talk to you about what the State 

has done tor the farmers during the past tv;o years . I am only going 

to say that the splendid procran of actual accanplislunents has been 

put throueh only as a forerunner of a much bigger and more vital 

policy or the State . Indeed , all of the study and work of the Ag­

ricultural ;.dvisory Commission he.s emphasized the need of tying the 

various steps already taken into a bigger and more canprehensive 

whole . 

The time has cono when , in my judg!!lent, the 5tate can lay 

the corner- stone of a land policy - something that has been done by 

no other state in the union; something which is needed by r.~.odern 

civilization and by the social and economic advances made by the 

present genera t1on. 

The big question is, what are we coinc to do with tho land 

e.ree of the State? i!o one has ever as-ked this question OOfore; no 

one has ever answered the question. 

First of all , \lhat i:s the land aree.? .\.bout 30,000,000 acres . 

::lf this, about 3 ,000 ,000 acres ere used for cities, villacos , r cDi­

rlEsntie l and industrial purposes . That leaves 27,000 ,000 . !~bout 

fl.OOO,OO() a~.:ref! are today in :·Lo\lnte ins, rorents , ~\'IO.r1PC and othcsr 

l'm<h thAt. he·•o no•1er been cult ivated . That loaves about 22 ,000,00C' 

eo rea whtoh 1'.'01' nn"" J n fe mo. t>f Lh\s • c. bout 4 ,ooo ,000 scree have 

b•,.n Rhunclr'n"'d ..,,. ere no lanp.er •Jaed f\Jr toTI"l puMOIIBII, Thil leavea 

t.h•>'Jt 1' ,ooo ,noo c.cr"e in tt..ma. 

'the ot,viQ•II first q11o at i on in r op.ar·l Lt> lhh tol'l"' lantt tl 

ho• il Jt h&.lfl•' JIC!Ii rQr fUJ'IP.iOII:, and thil rtret llt.•p ILtU ., ... ll "k""n 

lCJ tii•AiW r II••' .q ,.-.JtJ ou , Le&.l J••r ~~~" '.A.JiiJUI..f.IJ'u J14fP•uJ,ou ltll 

r • a.nlf.tJiitm "~' tl~"'"' r~utJ)turuJ t.4¥hor~ t..:QJWlllllhlA •n4u;o, .. tr, 
I II'P Jrlt !IH r r I ~~t••r t· nu• ·~'Ju•llllll'll r••o•I'O~I1 II• 
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amount or the appropriation being ~00 ,coo, though I asked tor ,.96 ,000 . 

However, with this 920,000, the College or l..gricul ture nt Cornell 

University, has started several important projects in o. study and 

evaluation or the land resources or the St .. te. Ln a pc.rt of this study , 

o survey has bee n made of one whole county, Tompkins t.ounty , Very 

sirn.ple ond cleo.r maps have been prepcred covering every 10 ocre square 

in Tompkins County o.nd showing the f ollo, Iing : 

(c.) The type of soil. 

(b ) The climc.te , that is, the l e ngth of grow ing 
season betvJGen killi ng frosts and the oroount 
of o.nnuc.l rc.inf'c.ll. 

(c) The present usc of the land , t h r. t is , nhether 
1 t is for est lc.nd and swamp l and or imp roved 
!lo.nd, whether in pasture , in hay , or in annual 
crops and if so, in TJhct crops. 

(d) \','ho l ives on the land , o r Oilns it and how the 
om1er uses the lnnd , thc.t is, to make his live­
lihood out of it, or to occupy 1 t only o.s a 
horne while nork:ing c.r:c.y fran the fare in the 
e it y or elsenher e . 

(e) J.n analysis of the peopl e who live on the land; 
;;hether they crD old people .-:ho heve o.Iv.c ys been 
thero , o r new people uho hr.ve recently co::1e ; 
\7hether they a r e ~··--cricLns or !'Or (; ignc rs; nhe ther 
the youn& people t.re staying on the lend or ler:.ving 
it; nhethcr the cultivc.tion of the farm is supporting 
thu fc.n.1cr in c.ccor dunce ';71th en L'J.orico.n standcrd 
of livinc . 

(f) :. rnecsure of th(l contribut i on thct cech fo.rm mekes 
to the food suppl y of the net ion . 

Tho outstanding not re sult of this survey proves thc.t c very high 

percentcgc o f the. land now in cult i vP.tion has no risht to rerrcin f'.s 

fe. m lc.nd . S"V~rnl r;oneretiona or f nr m e xperience indiCE'.tC thr. t 

fr.rme rs c o.nnot nr.ko c. sntisfnctory livinG frOCl this l <'.nd . This uor-

cc nt,._C<" rWls "S h1r:h r;o.s ?.2 ncr cent . of the f c rn l~J.nd in some o f t h e 

t ounnhipe in Tot·;p~ins Count·r , 

U .. ln. c.ll o1' thcac. d,.. t ,. , brinf• inr t() be' r upon t.hc prohlol'l'l \'7h8t 

\'·C knon t'b OUt 1.rf)n!!e tn pop•JlHt.lOI\ 1 in dOIM. nd fOI' f o.rrn pr'l•lt1Ql.ft 1 in 

l hr. u••· •l t' )I.J'C!J1' 1 mnd(trl\ rv.u hln ry , t h trt;. htr1 t n• 1.0 f VOlvo ( rn~tl pll" n 

r 'l r thll prolt•.r 4 •.v"'llplll.nt •Jt tlu. lf\utt , i n ot.hor• PQ 1~1a, n t"nl\ polioy 

fop t.hu j~~ '" IJf H'-'11' Y )rk , 

'Jhlw 1!1 11-HlJ !Jr ftJ ii~ktn• l'Qtln l 'l Jnu)U.i&.l 1'\ ol ••lfl~o~r tiiUI or ll1~ 

ltr.~ lq Ill' I liL Y 11>1 0 I•V.r I f ijpl ~ llh l'll'lloOitU 1•11• lhfl 

JI.Q·ol,j b~W'lO , .• In If! rH· ~ ~ Mt • I·· •f l h• o•l!• 1 111• 11111 lltll 

Ml • l¥iti~•H ' r rruld '' ''~ "'' ,. • .,, .. , ••• ,,., 
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b. roe.d system to serve the bcs t interests of tho so crena is 

proJected on c. soiontitic bc.sis. Tho pl nn indicates the roads Y:hich 

should be mo.in thoroughfercs end improved c.ccordingly; those uhich 

mc.y be c. pr.rt of the s€1oOndnry herd reed system , nc.rroner c.nd cher.por 

but out of tho mud ; rOC'.ds th!'.t should be kept open only cs fire 

brccks r.nd trr.Us to enc.blc people to roech tho reforested P.ret>.s . 

The pl,.,n nlso includes n locr.tion for electric po>.cr llinos such 

r:. s \'1111 serve C".ll people of r.n c.rer. r.nd not ler.ve soma worth-":1h1lo 

fc.r":'.S in pockets nhich cr.n nc:vcr be cconomicc.lly rcr.chod by oleo-

t riot ty. You will soc the.t this plcn contcmpl~.tes tno things -

the dcvclopr.~.cnt of the best soil r.ror.s to tho highest possible degree 

'':ith the objective of ultim.".tely providing fe.rm to marke t reeds r.nd 

clcctricc.l ponor t o prccticrllY c.ll the fnnns thr.t should bo:: :TL~ 1ntnin­

cd c.s cconocicc.l fCU'm units ~nd rs rurt:.l hoccs . The pl,.n =.lao con­

ten:platen reo.ovtng from. 06riculture and puttinG to their proper usc 

those soil orcc.s r:hich throueh this scientific survey and through 

the c sporic:nccsof c;oncrations of fe.r:::~.ers have bee n sho,·:n to bo un-

su1 ted tor fc.rnins . 

He.nd in hand nith this sul'vcy there should go e. reforestation 

progran on e. soclc that has no vo r before been c.ttcoptcd by any state 

or nation. These c.br.ndonc d fartl c.r c as e.r c todey e blight upon our 

r.griculture c.nd r. gr oe.t state lieb111ty . Year by ycc.r they become 

poore r C'.nd poorer thr ough c ros1on 1 the depletions of n!'turo e.nd un­

economic us ': . If put to thoir p r oper uso 1 thr. grorling o f trcco 'lnd 

the furnishinr o f l' CC r~r>.tion"l opportun1t1e a 1 they 1'1 111 r.gain become 

r r,r '.nt Bt,.,t c r rnl)urc l" of r~ondorful vr.luc t o our future. Nc\·: York. 

t'.15BUr.!.C t hP t th( :!' ':'l i.t t ,.m.,ndne,;nt p r ov i d iD(': f o r th~ f7CJr.tc r StCtt. 

prorr ,..u t.n r rf·lrtf' tl'. tton Jill ... ~tin bf· prss· d b:t tll' Lq• iel,.tutv4 

thh r1int ';r , r hopf" t..tv· t tl: lY r.~plr. or t ht Stilt~ n· .< t t r:ll '"'111 

r1 t.iry thlfi pr>JIOr .. d oo:u~tib.Jtion· 1 cr.londwnt whtoh v 111- •~,kt t r 

P'•Bii blt.. f r e. ·1· t t. 1' f Jl' 1 \. ~t.. l '>n pr·wrr.1 to f\ v ) 1Jtl • 

/. a~o t nt. l rt~,~ ltth 1 pJliu)' \ Ill a vc; th' ~ t ,.tr n· y in ll•rt. 11 

tfJ l r 'lllV' lh '··"' aaJ t y ,.,,til ~pkfi'-P or t ht)uatnd• ->r .l)r-. ot' 

4, lt ,JJ J "''' ry1 111 ti.Y ' ' "Wilt: luLl tto11 .,~,. t l ofrl u pow r Jt n ~ , 

It •Ill 11 II' t q o v IDJI 1 u ... ~ •Prhul wr I ln4·••trr lA ,,,. 1 1 1•·111 

1 • ~I' 4 1 r I' 11w. 1h r~ ll.rt I~• 1!<9••• w ., .. IB J~>i>lllHt 
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County should bo oxtcndod to f'.ll the other counties in tho StAte. 

\'ic hnvc provon to our satistc.ction thc.t there ere l['.rge 

o.ret'.s in tho :;,tate o r flew York t.·herc peopl,.e o.re nttt:mptins to 

o.nintr.in teres without c.ny economic or socie.l justificr.tion for 

mcintc.inina thom. I use the l?Ord socir.l as well f'.s economic for 

tho voly' good roc.son that the continuP.nce of the oointenance of 

those :fe.rms pr oves r. dr11g on the social development of our ruro.l 

life , for tho very cood ror.son thr.t the fP.miliea thct ~W.intP.in 

c.nd opore.tc these fr..rms cr.nnot mnke r. success of theM and nust 

n ecessC'.rlly fc.il to obtain the soci~".l c..dvr.ntrges nnd live up to 

the soci!ll stnndf'.rds >thich r;e out;ht to give to ~11 our populetion . 

This , I cr..ll, the bcf'inning of e. rer.l lend policy for the 

Str..te of Now York . J.s lcr.d(;.rs of &Gricu.lturc nnd of f r.rm thought 

in tl'.e Stl'. t c , I report 1 t t n you r.nd coi:Ulcnd 1 t to you for your 

study . 



At Annual Dinner 0£ the New York Staie Agricultural Society, 
Aurania Club, Albany, January 21, 1931 

Whv the State Should Adopt o Scientific lAnd PolN1r 

Tonight I am not. goiDg t.o talk to you about what the State ba• don• 

!~Je!~jdf;~r;:;:~~U.gct~ ~~!;~.J:::!t, t:;n .=!1 p~11lt~~u;:7o!~;t~! 
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foreruniler of a much bi~Q;cr and uiore vital policy of. the State. Indeed, &U 
of the etudy and work of the Aiflcultural Advuoory Commiu lon hat 
:::t::!~!:'!o~~r:::!.~e t!~o~e~e vanout tt.ept already taken into a bigger 

at:f:ee o~ia.!e1::: ~~!r~'::ae1t~i~l t\~:t~e d~':eteb;!o ~h~·.:::el~ 
t he uoioo; eomething which il needed by modern civilu.atlon aDd by the 
~ill and economic advances made by the preunt generation. 

sJ~ef b~o ~~e:t~:: ~=~rwa~~~~~~::u~~!n ~f~~~~~ o~ee b:::v::e:n:!e!:: 
the" quettlon. 

Firet of all, what is the la.nd area f About 30,000,000 acret. Of thia, about 
3.000,000 acrea are used for citiet, vutaget, retideotial and industrial purpoftt. 
That lea. vet 27,000,000. About. 5,000,000 acrH are t oday in mountain•, fortalt, 
awampa and other lands that ha\'C never been cultivated. That · lean& about 
22,000,000 acrea wllich was once in farmt. Of this, about 4,000,000 acret have 
been abandoned or are no longer u&ed for farm purpoM!t. This Jeavet about. 
J 8,000,000 acree in (amu. · 

The obvious lint queation in ~gard to thia farm land it how it It being 
ueed for farming, and tbe tirat at ep bat been taken to answer that queation. 

~~~~~;r ci!:r!i!~~~~t~~~ ~;~~;. ~ ~t;l.:07ri:ti::d;:;o: ::~; !r~:l~~! 
cultural reaources, the amount of the appropriation being $20,000, thougll 
1 uked for $1)0,000. 
Row~\·er, -with this $20,000, the Coll~e of Agriculture at Cornell UninnitJ, 

bu atarlcd se,·eral important projed.t in a t tudy and evaluat ion or tbe land 

~:O'!h!ie o!,~iy~l~~~p~:.ad:~t;.r ~!~'ts~:r·l: ::rcl~.~-:aa~~a':~~! 
preparf!d covering nery 10 aere ~~quare in Tomptina County and showing the 
following: 

~b)) ~~~~ !~!:a::. ::~~ ia, the length of growing aeaaon between killing 
fro!llt and the amow:~t of annual rainfaU. 

(e) The present uu or the land, that it, whether it ia foreet Jaod and 
awamp land or improved land, wlaetber in paature, in hay, or in annual 
eropa and if to, in what cropa. 

(d) Wbo livea on the land, or owna it and how the owner usea the 
land, that. ia, to make bit livelihood out of it, or to OttUPJ' it only u 

& ~=)~~~~~~~;::f,k~fg th:•te:;fem ... ~: ~~':o!0 t~e 1~1; 0~b~~~~~J' art 
old people v.·ho have alway• been O,ere, or new people who ban recenUy 

~:~~~ :~~e~~!;i!:e~n ~J:e ~;:~r~i:a~in:0[t~1':~':t~e;~~h:al~~~t7o~W:,f 
the farm is eupporting the farmer in accordance with an American 
standard of living. 

(f) A measure of the c:ontribution that eaeh farm makea to the fOCMI 
aupply or tbe nation. 

The ouhtanding net result of thi11 11urvq prO\'ea that a. very high per· 
eenta~,-e of the land now in cultivation ba• no ri~ht to remain u fann land. 
Se,·eral generation• of farm experience: indicate t hat farmen cannot make a 
eatllfaelory lh·ing from tbia land. Thill percentage runs u high u 22 per 
eent. of the fann land in tome of the to•·n•hipl iD Tompkina Couotr. 

Uting all of then data, bringing to bsr upon the problem what we bow 
about trend& in population, in demand for farm product., in the U N of 
larger, modern machinery, there begint to e,•olve a real plan for the proper" 
~~-=ltp0url~~~t of the Ja.nd, in other word•, a land poliey for the State of 

Thit etudy of Tompldnt County lnelude. a cla~tUic:atlon of the land In the 

:u,nat!m!"~~ :~:e~~ s;;~~: :!:~. 11:~~-~~:: ~~:: :~~~~;b::!:ldlb:~:f;~:~ 
•'- the otl1er end or the toC&le. 
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A road •y•tem to 1C!:rve the be1t inte~•tl of thne areas it projecU!d. on a 

~eicntific ba1i1. The plo.n indieatee the road• which ahould be main thorough· 

fare• and improved atoe~rdingly; those ""'hich may be a part of the secondarf 
hard road sytt.fom, narrower aDd ehnper but. out of the mud; roada that 

:~:u~fo~a~ta~::. only aa fire breaks and trails to enable people to nadl 

The plan alto includes a location for electric power line1 auch aa will 

aerve all people of an area and not leave some wort.h·while farma iD pocket~ 

which ean never be economically reached by eled.ricit1. You will see that 

thla plan contemplates two thin~the de,·elopment of the beat aoil areu 

to the l1igbeat possible degree with the objecth·e of ultimately providing farm 

to market roadl and elcctrieal power to practicaUy a ll the farma that lbould 

be maintained as etonomical farm unita and u rural homet. The plaD also 

!:ftte::!:~~~i:bo;~~:u!~0~h~sgr~:~~~tifi~ a1°u~~~tt!:~ ~h~=~h Ptr:F ~!!= 
of ~eneratione of fa r111en have been ahown to be unauited for farming. 

lland in hand with this sun·ey t11ere should go a rdoreetation program on 

a ~eale that has ne,·er before been att.fompted by an1 state or nation. Tbeae 

abandoned farm areas are today a blight. upon our agriculture and a great 

St.ate liability. Year by year they bewme poorer and poorer through ero.ion, 

the depletion• of nature and uncoonoroic u&e.. lf put to t11eir proper u&e, t he 

:;7~ntc:!n~;ee: ~~:at~~S~~~ni:!~,!f ~f'!~~~=~ufP~I~~na~ea~;:eru~ 

~t~~e ~~:~~a! ~~~>~~f~r~~~!t~:: !~~~~a~~~~;:!lb;
11~~~t:;~~~!~ure~~~ 

"·inter. 1 hO))II tl1at the people of the State next fall will ratify thla pro­
po.oo conatitutional amendment ..-bieh will make it poasible for a great 

reforestation program to develop. 
A acientilie land policv will aave tbe State mone1 in that it will rt:move 

the net't!sllity for the up\eep of thouaanda of milea of road. It will prevent 

the wrong I<K'ation of electric power linea. It will help to develop a great 

agricultural industry in t11e region• betlt adapted for fanning. The work 

that hu been begun in Tompk.ina County ahould be extended to all the other 

countie• in the State. 

of \~~!·~·~r':c'0~:~~r~0 p0~~~:S~:!a:~
1:e~~;~,~f; t~:r~~i~t1:i~gef:;!~' !~t~~~t

8~n~ 
ec=onomie or aocial juatifieation for ma1ntaaning them. I use the word aocial 

u .,·ell u ~nomic for the very good reason that the continuance of the 

~~~~~~t~~:e~c10~f t~~ea:e:;r~!J'~:!:O! ~~!t, o~ethf~~~l:~ ~~:~lo~~~n~~~f ==~ 
operate lhe~~e farma cannot make a suceeea of them and mut t neceau.rily 

fail to obtain the &OC:ial advantage& and lh·e up to the aocial 1tandarch 

which we ought. to give to all our population. 
Thi1, I call, the beginning of a real land policy for the State of New York. 

Aa leaden of agriculture and of farm thought in the State, 1 report it to 

you and commend it to you for your atud1. · 
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