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SPEECH OF THE GOVERIIOR 

AUTO!.!OBILE OLUB LUUOHEOII 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1931 

(FOR RELEASE \'IHEJI DELIVERED) 

Each yee.r that goes by sees more progress in the 

he.11dline; of problems 11hioh have come to modern ci vilize.tion 

with the advent of the autouobile. 

For instance, in this State the hit or miss method 

of building hiGhways has been replaced by a clee.r, definite 

policy which every citizen c an understend. Today, by 

gentlenen 1 a e.greeuent, the Lec;islature a!)"!:lropriates for 

h i (;hway purposes each yee.r the exact OUT.l received from the 

autouobilists the::~selves . This yea.r it is expected that 

the c;~.aoline te.x end the license tax will brine; 057,000,000 

into the State Treasury a11d th~.t e;lount 11ill be anent on 

hiGh17ays . Thus the users of the hic;h11ays pe.y for thei r 

up-keep and rebuildine end the buildinG of n ew roads . It 

i o a buoineoslike !)Olicy 11hich ha.s the c;enere.l ap-provaJ. 

of the c;ree.t majority of citizens . 

In the field of e.utonobile accidents, however, we 

hrve not ::>e.de the s:ue !)roc;reos . \7e e.re e.ll fCIJiliar 171 th 

the fret the.t ne~.rl:r M nen:r lives 11ere loot in o.utomobile 

rooidento in the United Strtes in the yec.r l!J30 r.s Trere lost 
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by ArJerice..'l soldiers in action during the World \7e:r . But we 

soueti ues overlook the equa.lly in!)ortnnt fact that nearly 

1,000,000 Anericans each year are nore or less seriously 

injured by meter vehicles . 

! fear that many of us are becoming very ca.llous 

concerninc; r, s;htue.tion 11hich should affect everyone of us 

vi ta.lly . The injuring or Jdll1ng of hundreds of people every 

de.y soon loses front page v~~ue in the newspapers and that 

!Jeans the.t it loses front t)age va.lue in our om1. minds . Auto­

nobile accidents have, I fear, become too much e. routine pa;rt 

of American life. 

The Auto~>obile Clubs and ue.ny other organizations 

and indi vidua.ls a;re uorlcing day in and dey out to pn arousing 

of the country to e. condition which in these enlightened times 

aeerJs e.lmost be;rbo.rous . 

For instp.nce, there is a. ooLlp~j_c;n for what is 

ce~led "Safety Responsib1li ty Legislation" - in other words 

laws rrhich me.lce financial responsibility, for instance, a 

prerequisite to the owninG or drivinG of euto~Jobiles . The 

State of lle11 Yorlc was the pi oneer in e.dol)ting this legislation 

rnd since t hen it has been follo11ed by eleven other ote.tes 

Pnd two Provinces Of Oe.ne.da. Thr.t is c. ate" in the rir;ht 

c.Ureotion. 



-3-

In addition we ?~e ell working successfully to the 

reduction of the death toll eoona school children. There are 

175,000 schoolboy po.trol men enrolled in thio worl~ in 10 , 000 

schools , and daily protection is afforded to 5 ,000,000 school 

children on their 11ay to end from the classroom. I t is good 

to Jmow that otatistics prove that this fine worlc is beering 

pre.cticel results in the form of fer~er accidents of this 

character . 

Finally, the C&Jpe.ign of t h e Automobile Clubs 

e.ge.inst the hit end run driver is being pushed t h r oughout 

t he country . This particular luncheon is e::1pha.sizinc; the 

extension of t hat caupe.ic;n. I do not suppose that there is 

any t ype of hurJa.tl being t1ore t o be despised, uore cowardly, 

.. 1 ~ , the~l the hit end run driver . 

That pe.rticular t ype of c r iminal, Nld thet i s t he only r~ord 

to apply, deserves neither sympathy frou prosecutors or 

juries nor consideration for posoible pe.rdon on t he pe.rt 

of any Chief Executive of eny otate. 

Education, in t he la.st BJlalysis, must be t he 

c.ns11er - an education founded on public opinion, Md every 

person 11i thin rc.nr;e of ray voice ha.s e. very definite 

obli..;ntion to the co=unity to create a public opinion 

Vlhioh r~ill nlc.oe t he lli t Pn<l run ctr1 ver onong the renks of 

the r1orot of rJ.l oric.tina.lo. 
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The toll or human lives to.ken by motor v ehicles in t his 

country has become n najor notional probl em of staggering proportions . 

Dee.tbs from automobile accidents have become such e. conunon occurrence 

that the y have almost ceased to be consider ed i mportant news in our 

newspapers . 

But we begin to appr eciate the appal ling seriousness of 

this probl em nhen we realize tho t the number ot persona kill ed in 

motor v ehicle accidents in the United Stutes last year was almost 
r. 

equal...,.the nU!Ilber ot American soldier s killed in action during the 

entire i.orld \,·ar. It this seel!l.S incredibl e, here o.re the figures: 

It is estimo. ted thut about 32 1 000 lives were taken by auto­

mobile s in the United States du ring 1930. •Jfptr.rVS:\J(t/(:,o~b«o 

~· ]he;;;,:era 37 , 568 American soldiers kil led in action during 

the 11orld Har . or course , t his tigure does not i nclude the total 

.I nul'!b er ot casual! ties, includipg deaths from wounds an~ .. .,V.cknes7J!K/i~ u• /J:;;, ... r_,._,,, u .. tt: t;,.._ .:..~r-4 ~11 ~ -4 ~,.,.. 
The probl{:m assumes even more seri ous proportionS when we 

consider that tor every fatal! ty r esulting from an a u t omobile accident, 

there a t•u 30 non-fatal~~J:·~;d:. Thi s means that t here were neo.rly 

one million persona injured more or l ess seriously b: Motor veh icl es 

:n the _united ~ta~es l ast yeor1 ~ 
~~h~ve become vvry callous concerning the situa tion 

which should affect ev ~.;ry one of us very vi t a lly . .e are all i nclined 

to be cullous until someth i ng haopens eit her t o us peroonally u r to soMe -

one we l ove which brint~a the 1aat t or closo hon<: t o our vury Uvea . 'r hta 

1a Uluetratlld by am i nc idunt .-.n r ooontl y * oull.ed to n y o 1. t unt1on 

that \.ct.e e..:pq•icnoed by an JI.I II.)Oiutea 1 reaa telopNtpll oper a t rn•. 

'.11 pt. J•ttou l r opt..l'& t •JJt lud l1dt.n wuJ•k 1 r~ rvr lbYt rttJ yt:~e~re 

Jn t lu JluW (,ut ~rrtoe t.~f t:hu •••od&&Utd JIJ'III &ohti , '11 o•.rtJIW , t n r, I a 

ou oi 11 ,1 1·1.1 llu4 "' ' n ou ll u4 u '" t.11 ~a.," dt.J"' Ii u~ ;t imO C.I·•NI &IIIO• ul II• 1 

~\J u,.~,~ i!W l " ' ~· ~o·~ Ill•• p.,' 1' fi!~J&.;·oa.:lv ... .., , t• l 4 ,.,,1 Ai U~H I HI ,., '' ._ 

.,.. • ~~ ' '''" trM o . ., " 11111"'r' vti ,.,. ''' 4t~J' J• ... , 111 1 1 , Ut~ 
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he had copied. But one day be was r ecei v ing a message over t he 

wire fran his home town. He pai d no par ticul ar att ention to t he 

dispatch relating a ser ious automobile accident unti l the names of 

the victims began to be c l icked ott on the telegraph machi ne . 

SUddenly he realized he vtas copyi ng the n a1oos or his own br other, 

h i s sister, and other member s or h i s i m:necU a t e family. Before he 

coul d finish copying the dispatch be turned pal e and could not go 

on. He had to be relieved f r om his post . 

It seems t o me the. t something must be done to bring home 

to us the seriousness ot this si tuat1on
1 

;(it hough I earnestl y hope 

that the experience or the telegraph operator will not be necessary 

to make us realize that every v1ot1n or an automobile accident is 

somebody'& matter, or father, or son, or daughter , or brother, o r 

sister. 

tie are all becoming faoiliar with the expression "hit-and-

run driver" , but I am afraid to !:lost ot us this is simply another 

catch phrase invented by agile- minded newspo.:per writera, Vle have 

not yet oome to realize to the tullest extent \7hat a reprehensibl e 

act this phrase connotes . 



At Luncheon of the Automobile Club, Biltmore Hotel. 
New York City, Februuy 1, 1931 

' PrewntMm of Automobile AcciUIIt. 

Euh year that goes by seH more prognu in the hand1ing of problema 
which have come to modern ch·ilization with the advent of the automobile. 

For inltanct, in thia Sta~ the hit or miss method of building highwaya bu 

~odn.;~~;C:~ntf:!a!~:·~~!11r:!~~ P~~~cr~~~f:t:;:r;p;~~~r.:;.n ,:;
4:f;~::r 

purpoeee eaeh year the uact. aum r~h·ed from the aut.omobillda tbvn.H.h'tL 

Thia year it Ia expected that the gasoline tas: and the licenae t.a~ will brio& 
$57,000,000 into the State Treasury and that amount will be apent on high­
wall. Tbua Lhe UlltTI of t11e higbw&)'l pay for their up-keep and rebuilding 

:=aer~e .~u~~~:f off tb:w r~:d~j!!il; : r ~~=like policy which h .. t he 

In the ~ld of automotue aeeidentt, bowevu, we hue not made the u me 
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r:~~~uto'!:b~;: .~d::~~~~rt~!t~n~~fs~;~:n ~t·:7ua: l;:;~.~~:e~:: 
by Amcriec.n 10hliera in action during the World War. But "''e eometimu 
O\'erlook the equally import.ant fact tb::~.t ne::~.rly 1,000,000 Americana ucb 

year are more or le11 1eriouely injured by motor ''ehiclea. 
I ft:r that many of u1 are becoming very ealloua concerning a ait.uati01:11 

which abould af!'ect everyone of Ul vitally. The injuring or killing of hun· 
dreda of people every day 1000 loaea front page \'alue in the newapapera and 
that meana that It loset front page value in our own minda. Automobile 

acclde.nt.e., have I fear, become too much a. routine part of American life. 
The Automobile Clubt and many other organiu.tiopa and individuala are 

working-day in and day out. to an arouaing of the country to a condition 
which in theae enlightened timea aeema almoat barbaroua. 

For inatance, there ia a. campaign for what ia called "Safety Retponaibi lity 
Legialation"-in ot.ber worda, lawa which make financial reaponaibility, for 

inatanee, a prerequitile to the owning or driving of automobile&. The State 
of New York wu the r,ionee.r in adopting tbia legialation and ainoe then it 
hu b«n followed by e even other atatea and two provincee of Canada. TI1at 
ia a atep in t.be right diredion. • 

In addition we are all working auccudully to the redudion of the dutb 

toll among aehool C":hildren. There are 175,000 aehoolboy patrolmen enrolled 

in thi1 l\'Ork in 10,000 tchooll, ami daily protection Ia afforded to 5.000,000 
school children on. their way to and from the ciAu room. lt i• good to know 
that •tatiatin pro,·e that thia fine work is bearing praetieal reaulta in the 
form of fewer aeeidenta of this character. 

dr~·~~a~~·~i~~ ~u~rcl~h::u:::u:~~m:~~tr~u~~~~:-~:::ie~~!r h:!n~::o:ui~ 
f:'!!;•;;ing o}b:u:a~":!~:~ %o~~·t, bemf:~:r~.

1 m~~e n~w!~~f;.'ih~~·~h!h:~~ 
and run J':inr. That particular type of C":riminal, and that ia the only word 

!j0:Pf~!p!:~~e~anr~~~e~0·~~!;;~{ !~ofn/O'W~;~{~~~~r~:'a~;r ttC::~dera-
Education, in the last analya11, muat be the answer-an education fow:~ded 

~:n~~11!b~:~~::· :~h!"~::O~r,ili~ ~t:~:a::n;eP:Ln':1opi:ii: h::ie; ~r" 
place the bit and run drh·er among the ranks of the -·oral of all eriminala. 
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