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In speaking to this great group of farmers from a l l the 

corners of New York State and representing every branch and phase 

of f a rming, I apprec iate that I am addressing a group that is 

primarily interested in country life , the life of the open, of 

natural things , both plant and animal . 

I want to talk with you , therefore , about some problems 

of conservation, of the saving, the protection , the enrichment 

and the building up of our natura l resources , not only for our­

selves but much more for the generations that are to come. 

I am particularly happy in presenting this to you, as 

this group and this College of Agriculture have time after time 

reminded me Jf the need for one great conservation measure in 

the solution of the problems of the abandoned farm region - name-

l y the purchase and reforestation of the land by state or county. 

·,-,e need to keep in mind, also , that r eforestation .:nay 

carry with it a balanced program of conservation , including the 

development of game , wild life and recreation . 

Did you ever stop to think how fortunate New York is in 

having in e place easily accessi ble for its vast popula tion of 

l3,000 , 0UO hUI'lan beings that greet •,d irondack group of mountains 

~ne-hundred miles square ond containing lAkos, streams , noo<ls 

Otl1 Hnir nls, a playground for all of ua and for mony millions more 

from <l ther states , In still another corner• of tho sLate , 118 
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we h&ve the Ca tskills, nearly as l arge in extent and just as 

beautiful. These are priceless heritages of the people of 

the state . 

Now we have before us three proposed Constitutional 

amendments and one proposed law which the Legislature is con-

sidering and which deal with the Adirondack and Catski ll 

mountains and with reforesting in general, One of these amend­

ments and the proposed law, I believe , should pass , I am not 

so sure of the other two amendments . I went t o discuss a ll of 

them v1i th you. 

The first proposed amendment is one which is recommended 

by the New York State Reforesta t ion Commission - the so- ca lled 

Hewit t Reforestation amendme nt , This has two purposes: first , 

t o set up a s chedule of annual appropriations required t o put 

into effect t he enlarged reforest&tion pro~ram ; and , second , t o 

provide for extending that prorrao to a ll of the counties of 

the Sta te whore idle l and is l ocate d . The reforestation progr am 

as recommended by the Cons erva tion Department and approved by 

the Reforestation Commission calls for the purchase and reforest-

ation by the State of 1 , 000 , 000 a cres within fifteen years at a 

cost of $ 20 , 000 ,000 . Lands best suited f or thi s purpose are 

l ocated in nearly e ll of the up- state counties and 45 , 000 acres 

have alr eady boun acquired in thirteen counties. This proposed 

Constitutional amendnont should be passed by tho Legislature 

And ohould bo appl'ovod by tho poopl ll next f all . It is tho be. ois 

ror ell the work that shculd bo done in getrinp those abend~ned 
tho 

fnrm 111nds nut of ngrioulturo ond put to/use fer which they •r~ 
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best adapted - r aising crops of trees , 

This amendr.!Elnt also makes it possible 
I 

for the State to 

start production fores t s in the Forest Preserve counties , but 

outside tho Adirondack Park boundary cor'Il!only called the blue 

line . It does not endanger the Adirondack Park in any way or 

make it possible to lumber any State forests that arc ins ide 

the blue line or t hat have been a cquired up t o this time in 

the Adirondack Preserve counties, but outside the blue line . 

Unless this amendment is passed , it •vill be impossible for 

instance to start production f orests even -in tho southern end 

of Herkimer County simpl y because that county contains within 

its northern border a small part of t he Adirondack Park and is 

therefore technically a Forest Preserve county . 

There arc two other proposed amendments which want to 

mention . One of these would make it pos sible to build new 

highways through the Forest Preserve, destroying timber and 

forest gro>lth for this purpose . The other would mal<o it 

possible to develop groat recreation centers in the Adirondack 

and Catskill Parks by cutting trees , etc . .~t f irst reading 

these do not look harmful. ··Then we r ecall the struggle that 

t he people of tho s t a te have had t o prevent exploita tion of the 

Forest Preserve by unscrupulous persons, and the groa t advantag­

es to us and our doccndants of having those gr oa t Prczorvos 

kept as nearly as possib l e in their natural condition , I orn 

doubtful of the "i.Jdom of too hosty action on these t•·•o nmond­

monts, 
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I believe that it is um<ise to vote upon these 

amendments next fall. V/i th three Ell'!end:.len ts before us , each 

dealing with the Adirondack an~ Catskill Parks , mi sunderstand­

ings are liable to arise which will cloucl the issue and con­

fuse tho pu;;lic mind . VTe probabl y need more discussion of these 

last two pr oposals before we say definitely that they should be 

approved . 

The other quest i on which I vrish to discuss is a proposed 

law - a bill novr before the Legislature to extend the so- call­

ed blue line defining the Adirondack Park . Tho blue line is 

one of those imaginary boundary lines that wo used to read 

about in geography , that defines the linits of the Adirondack 

Park . The Park nouembraces about 3 million acres . The new 

bill proposes to extend this line in all directions and to tal<e 

in about one an0 one-half million ad~itional acres . Alnost 

none of this additional area falls in the abandoned farm class . 

It is nearly all densely wooded land that ought to be in the 

Park . 

There is also, but still furtJJe r outsi<le of the mountain 

and part ar ea , in other words outside the pro:flosed extension 

of the blue line a fringe of abandoned farn land that should be 

reforested . This area i s estimated at ono million acres . 

If the Hewitt amendment pasr.os, lt will be possible to 

r uforeot this ai>:mdoned farm area with production forests in 

thA sana way that IIID.ny othor abandoned farm areas all over the 

stato may he reforeuted. If the propoBed laiT to oxtend the 

blu., ltno paaoea, the t.d1ror.1aolt Park ·.tlll he Bnlnrged to 1n­

oln•te ni'J<lJI fnte8t llih<1 1/J~!oh BhllU]lo be fall' Jani\ Olld Ol tha 

1 Lill tlr.~t~ ull l'"ll uott.,n forl'l l ar "'"' to lo devfllOpe~ undlll' the 
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H(mi tt runendmcnt ;!ill be kept well away from the park area 

proper . 

These t"o pieces or legislation a1e interlockinG and 

interrelated . Both should be pas sed at tile same tir,le; that 

is , the extension of t;le blue line should be done by 

l es,i s lative enactment this winter and t he w:1endrnent to the 

Constitution provi ding for a permanent reforestation prograa 

shoul d be pasr,ed 1Jy the Le&isla ture again this winte r and 

should be approved by tho people next November . 

There has been some ;nioundei standing or t:lche two 

bills , some of i t nilful and some of it oi<1cere . T!"lere will 

be soma opposition to t:>e11, sor;e of it s i ncere ancl disinterest­

ed and sorne o1' i t perhaps not oo sincere . After the most 

careful sort of a study by myself and b: my Conservation 

Commissioner, Henly Morgenthau , Jr ., I uant to state that in 

my judgment t!"lo interests of t:1e state arc cost served and 

ar e entiruly protected by these two pieces ot proposed 

legislation - the extension of tho blue line and the Con­

stitutional amendment pr oviding for o. permanent long term 

proe;ro.m for reforestation in t he State O<' Nm7 York . 



At Cornell University-Farm and Home Week - Ithaca, 
February 13, 1931 

Urging Pcu1age of Legii11Jti0ft B:t1ending the Blue Line and the Oon.tihdioftal 
Amendment Providing Long Term Reforutotion Progrom 

In •peaking to this great group of fumers from all the corners of Ne• 
York State and representing every branch and phase of farming, I appreciate 

~:\l~e ~~ u:d:;::":r ~.ru:.~f tl~:~:st![~mp~~~( :=~~~~~Lin country life, 

23 
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th! :.~~!g~ ~~,:!e~fo':::'t~e~~~~~n:=~::mJeP~:~ldi!~ ~pe:~-::·!~t~=~ 
r taoureet, not only for ouraeh•et but much more for the generation~ tbkt are 
to,.,.. 

Co~l:gz: cir~~C::!~~!~!•l!!e 
1~!;e!l~t;n~m~1~e!:h~de':f !'e ~ru~:o:!t•;:, ~n~ 

great conservation meuure in the Kllut ion of the problema of the abandoned 

farm region- namely the purchase and rdoreat&llon of the land by State or 
county. . 

ba-::::d~r:ra~ee~f 1:0:.:~~ti~:C:· i!!~Jdi:!o~:laJ~~!lo-;az!en~~7 ,:!
1~ !!'nd 

life and recreation. 

"'~:; ~~~:r:~:~~r tc;:~::.tbo;::C~~~~teof
111;;,~.~ 1:.!~"nmL:; Plb: 

gnat Adirondack group of mount.aina one-hundred milu ~quare and con· 

}!~n!::n~k!~·n~!~:·:~,:~:U ·:~~~~~n~~:tl:;. •t.la[t~~u.~~tt~~ ~mo:, uo't ~b: 
State we have the Catlkilla, nearly u large in extent and juat u btauti ful. 
Theae ore price1eu heritages of the people of the State. 

Now we have before ua three proposed Constitutional amt.ndmenta and 
one propoaed law which the lAgialature is considuing and which del.l with 
the Adirondack and CaU!kilt mountains and with reforesting in general. One 

:! ~~~ :r:b:~~!~ ::! ~t!e~= Iat·~~~1!!v~~=::a~1d.fi~~· de!m w':~ 
JOU. 

The lint proposed amendment ie one \\•bleb is rtcommended by the New 
York State ReJoreatatlon Commiasion-lbe so-called Hewitt Reforeatation 
amendmto:nt. This has two purposet: first, to 11et up a ~e:bl":dule of annual 

=~~~o~·;~~nt!, r~!!~~ }:rP:;~:~n~~tar';r~;!~~r:~fr~~~~o~~rfe:~i 
the State where idle land is located. The reforeatation program u r ecom· 
mended by the Conaerntioft Department and apprO\'rd. by tbe Reforeatation 
Commiuion calla for the purcbue and reforntation by the State of 1,000,000 
acres within fifteen yean at a CMt of $20,000:000. Landa beat suited for this 

r.:,~o:~r::: 1':e~ a~n u~:dlyinal!b~~t!:: :!~~if:: ~!ie;r:~
5'~nM: 

tiona) amenlment ahou1d be paued by the Legislature and should be approved 
by the people nut fall. It 11 the baaia for all the work that abould be done 
In gdttnJ tbne abandoned ftrm Ianda out of agriculture and put to the 

use for which they a re beat adapted-ra iaing crops of treeL 

fo~~~ ~:e~:emF~~e~!top~:!'~~e 1~=~~e ~:: !!~~~a~~ llir~nS~u~~k 
boundary commonly called the blue lioe. It. does bOt endanger the Adlroo· 
dack Park io any way or make it possible to lumber any State forest. that. 
a re inside the blue Jine or that ha.ve been aequlrto:d up to Lhia time io the 
Adirondack Pre~~en-e eountiea, but out.alde the blue line. Unleas this amend· 

mtnt is paued, it ~·ill be impoasible for inat.anee to .tart. production foretU! 
even in the 10utbern end of Herkimer County limply beeauae that COUDty 

contains within ita northern border a small part of the Adirondack Park 

an~h~are1hae:eer:~~ ~bhe~1c;:!~~o:!~n:~~':[."~~:tf" want to mention. One 

6{ tbe11e would make it possible to build new highways through the Forest 
Presene, de•troyin~ timber and forest. growth for ·thl• purpose. The olhf'r 
,.,ould m11.ke It possible to develop great reereatiqn centers in the Adlrondad:: 

and Catskill Parka by cutting trees, etc. At ftnt r tl'lding these do not. look 

harmful. \Vb('o ~·e recall the atruggle that the people of the State ba.ve bad 
to prevent. exploitation of the Forest Prto:ae"e by un~e:rupulous per10n•, and 
tbe great. ldnntagt1 to us and our deteemlanta of having these gyeat Pre­

st"" -kept u nearly. u po11ible In their natural condition, I a tO doubtful 
of the wlldom of too haaty action on these two amendment.. 

I betlen that It Ia unwlae to ''ot. upon tbeae amendment. nu t fall. With 

three amendment& btfore us, each deallna with the Adirondack and C.takill 

i . 
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!:•:~;.mJ::n::b~t:n!~r •;eu;~!~.~,.·~::dw!~~ ~l~u~O::,~ ~fe ~'::: ::.t" 
twnfe'~!~l~~~~~~ w,:.J: te!~:~ ~i:u~e1, ·~o;;:;ae~Pf:!~ blll now 
~~ep!~k. Lel~~-~iU:ee tt!e ~te::e ~18 ~~:~.~~uaeryli':!u~~~,i!:: t1~tn:'; 

;~k. ton:•d.:k~~~ i!m\~P!tic;uih::r!e':~i!~;!~~! n~; b~~:= 
to extend &1a line in all directiona and to take In about one a.nd on•haU 

millioo additJonal a.crea. Almoet none of thia additional area falls lD the 

abandoned farm cbu. It ia neariJ all densely wooded land that ought to 

be in the park. 
T~re ia al.o, but atill further outaide of the m.ountain and park area, In 

other worda out.lide the propo.ed utenalon of the blue line, a friDge ol 

abandoned fa rm land that ahould be reforested. Thia are& Ia ee.thnated. at 

one million &erM. 

ab~d~~~d l}:;;t a~e':e~1~en;rSu~~~~~ i:or:~~ ~ J~·~:=e ~.;~b':
1 m~; 

other abandoned farm areas aU over the State may be reforuted. If the 

propottd law to extend the blue line puses, the A.dirondatk Park will be 

enlarged to Include much forest land which &hould be park land and at the 

u.me time all production lorut areas to be developed under the Hewitt 

am:~:~~~!.owi~lie~1kC:,t ;::~~1:~~:! ~:~: i~~r~:::l:;~!dof:~rrelated. llo~ 

::~:: :: lo~~ ~!gi':.:ti:"em:n!!~!n!h~~~i~·i!~r e:n':n:~
0a!1en~e.!iuio ~~: 

~:::Jtb~0~ep:!~ii!::fur~0'sg:i,;~j,an.,;~te~e~o;:•~~~~ ~o!~~~ov::ob~ tb~ 
people nut Novem.ber. 

There has been some misunderstanding of these two bi111, some of It wilful 

and aome of it aincere. There will be some opposition to them, .orne of tt 

s ineere and disinteruted and some of it perh&Pt not 10 aincere. .After t.he 

:::~,~~~~::, 'M~r;!n~:~~dJr.~YI ':!.:~f ~n:t.a';! ~~t~:s:;aj~~~m":~m:; 

~~~~:'~r 0;r~~~~:t~J!~a~';~b~~=:.:: ~~t~:~l' bf~:~ a~ ~e:e J!~ 
stitullonal amendment. providing for a permanent long term proaram for 

reforestation in the State of New York. 
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