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lfe hear people soy thet today civilization 1s goicg throu&h 

the most severe t eat to whi ch 1 t ever has been put. I n our own 

countey we are t old that chacging cond1 tions and chenging needs have 

brou&ht us face t o face with the necessity of chacging some of our 

me thods of government; and that representative government in the 

.Ame rican form 1a i ncapable of dealing with the new burden plo.ced 

upon economics, lBJI, order , and social relationa. Pcssimhts 

demand dictatcrshlps or corm!unism or the usurpation of constitutional 

functions by public servants or by would-be pJ.blic servants. 



(2) 

Toda;r on the 1499th enniver aa17 of a great 

Ohristien end a great public servent, - st . Patrick, - it 1a well 

for ua to remember that many times before in the h istory of 

nations end in the history of the Uni ted statea in particular, 

o thar great crises have been met and conquered. I n a large 

sense the first crisis of ei vilized .A.merica came to the 

llri tish col onies 250 years .go. Jor several generations the 

colonies, from ldaaaacbuaetts Bey to the Obeae.peake, had been 

establishing themselves on the seaboard pushing back the 

Indieno end the wilderness end g rowing g reatly i n population • 

.l very large percentage of tho i nhabitenta of these colonies 



in the year 1681 had come to our shores to escape religious 

or governmental intolerence, en i ntol e rance which followed 

them in the i r volunte.J7 exile, f or the strong hc.nd of an 

i ncredibly stupid English ministry stretched out across the 

sea to hold firmly in its grasp all snthority , all 

regulation, all l egislation, no matter how l ocal i n its 

charecter. I n the makir.g of what were atrictly local 18Jfs 

these early colonists had no part or voice. During the 

70• s of that first c entu170f colonial existence, constant 

demands were made for the setting up of acme form of 

r epreaentative legislative bod)' t o be elected by the free men 

themselves, and this was true to a g reater or lesser degree 

in every one of the colonies. 

(3) 
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It was reserved, however, for one man more than any o ther 

t o become what ~ well be called the founder of representative government 

in the new world. Hie name is known to but fn people, even in thie 

l!ow York, which was tho particular field of h is work. Thomas Dongan, 

a native of the County of Kildare in Ireland, had served his King, 

Charles II in many climes and his friendship f or the stuarts brought 

about his appointment as Governor of l!ew York by ita Catholic proprietor 

James , Duke of York, In J.ugust 1683 he arrived at h is new post and 

it 1s a matter of record that i n sympathetic response t o the demands of 

the colonists one of hie first acts was to issue write of election for 

the choice of manbere of an Assembly. The body thus chosen met for 

the first t ime on October 17, 1683 and its first sta tute outlining the 

organization and the powers of our first legislative aBBembly will 

alweys go down in the h istory of our State as our •Charter of Liberties•. 
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In a very large sense this Catholic Governor of the Colony 

of New York was one of the greatest of our Governors. He devoted 

himself to s trengt hening the defenses of t he colony, defining its 

boundaries and msk:ing alliances with the Indian tribes on the north 

in order to erect a barrier against the ]Tench who were constantly 

pushing seuthward from Canada. His administration was 

marked by a broad tolerance in religious matters and he has been 

referred to by the most competent authorities ae "one of the very 

best of all the colonial Governors• . 



c 
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l>.lrill8 the five years of his administration l!ew York maintained 

a liberal, clean and aggressive stand in all that affected the buddill8 

young Colony. J.bove all Thomas Dongan will live throughout 6ilr 

hiatory as the man t o whom should be credi tad more than to any other 

the first recognition of popllar representative government through a 

legislative body and as the man who made possible the New York 

•charter of Liberties•. 

I !eel happy that in my ne1t;hbor11l8 city of Poughkeepsie, 

a statue has been erected to the memory of Thomas Dongan. So far as 

I know, this 1a the only memorial to him in the whole of the State of 

New York, and I hope that the ~ will come when this great city will 

erect an appropriate monument to the man who met and solved the first 

great criais in the history of New York. 



• 
'tlhile New York has had many Governors with Irish blood 

in their veins, it has had but three who have come of direct Irish 

parentage . Over two centuries elapsed between the Governorship 

of ~omas Dongan and that of Martin H. Glynn, a man whom I was 

proud t o call 1113 friend, Since going to .Ub~ I h&ve been 

reading the Public Papers of those who have been Governor during 

the past half century end I do not heeitate to say that for 

l1 terar,y quality and for ch&rm, the speeches and meBiages of 

Governor Gl;ynn rank easily in the !irs t place. !.lartin Glynn 

was essentially a scholar and he applied the teachings of history 

to all his official acts. 

(7) 
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The third of this g r eat trio I need hardly name, -

the man who bas reorgani zed the government of our State i n these 

latter years, the man who was responsible more than any other 

for ini t i atir.g the great progrBD of social reform in whi ch we are 

still engaged, a man who 1a with us tonight and will be wi th the 

Friendly Sons on ma.ny st.Patrick' s days i n the years to come, -

.Ufred E. Sn i th. 
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Ireland, mother country of so many millions of jjnericans 

drawe closer to us as each year goes by. Two 4&3s ago we had 

the opportunity of lietening to the voice of the Preaident of the 

Irish J'ree State • J'rom him we have the cheering message that 

in all of the economic depression which today atfec ts the world 

aa a whole the Irish Free State stands out almost alone as a 

government with a balanced ~et, aa a country which is increasing 

ita trade, as a people sufferir-& but l1 ttle from unemployment 

and hardship. 



It ie but a short decade ego that the w1aeacrea were 

shaking their heads over the possible abilit;r of Ireland to rule 

herself. These ten years have refuted the doubters, these 

(10) 

ten ;rears han shown that the hope and the confi dence that the 

overwhelming mojorit;r of Irishmen in ever;r pert of the world held 

to thrcngh centuries of struggle has n6t been misplaced. The 

;rears to come will give greater justification to that faith. 

(end) 
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I UIII!L.Il 0"',., I""Oit IN THP' lfODK 01' M"C DUA,..,.,N, l:ltlloCTL.Y 

A$ It L.r.l'f TH C HANDS 01" TH C I AUIH SCRIBE A 0 8150 

)OlN IN THE SINGING 

Princed below ar«- tht words of two of th.e tOngs 
included in the Glee Oub'a program . 

.fflp ~ilb Jris~ 1\orr. 

My wild Irish Rose, 
The sweetest Aow'r that grows; 

You may search everywhere, but none can comrare, 
W ith my wild Irish Rose:. 

My wild Irish Rose. 
The dearest flow'r that grows; 

And some day for my sake, she may let me tah, 
The bloom for my wild Irish Rose. 

llll)rn Jri~ lli!prr arr iomiling. 

When Irish Eyes are smiling, 
Sure it's like a morn in spn ng, 

In the lilt of Irish laughter, 
You can hear the Angels sing. 

w~iJ ~~!s~.~JJ'::e~~ ~;i~~r·and ~ay. 
And When Irish Eyes are smiling, 

Sme they steal your heart away. 

Comr Jlatk to <tnn. 
Come back to Enn, Mavournnn, ~1a,·c,urneen, 

Come back aroon to the land of thy btrth, 
Come with the shamrocks and spnngume. \la\'('IUtnc.:en. 

And its Killarney shall nng with our mt"h. 

Sure, when w~ lem ye to beauuful En~land, 
ltnlc= we thought of tht Jon~ wmt~t d:1y~. 

ltttle we thought of the hush of the stnr shme. 
Over the mountains the bluffs and the brays. 

Comb back to Enn. Mavournc:en, Mavourneen, 
Come back a~ain to the land of thy btrth, 

Come back to Erin, Mavuurn~n. Mavourne~n. 
And tts Killarney shall rinR wtth our mtrth. 

,.,_, .. _,, • ..,. ..• ~u . ....... 





• At Dinner Of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Hotel Astor, 
New York City, March 17, 1931 

Iriah Oouenaor• and TAei,. Contributim. to t'u1 Otx;rn~mn t of tM Slote 
P,.esident Foley, 1/0tlr' E:z:cdrencie•, memben of tile FrierldJv.Bon. and guu t1: 

hefp wb'-:t j~~~oo:i~eto:j~taf't:nf;M: :e~:e~ft~ ~: :f~~::: !:fu~Df! 

'!1: tfee~!n~tL :!d~~:~dU! ~~·;b~nl::r"b~:e~t e~!r,. 0!u0:!. ~~~ ~~~ ~~th8!; 
eut and weat, men, deacendanta of Iri1h blood, an. meeting .. you are here 
toni~ht. The~e meetin~, 1 think, are different from m01t gathuinp of the 
f:.~~o:;~:s~~~~r~:k h::~rih~ b:'!:n!etde~~~e.r~,.~:t~;~~~~~: 
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thl.llg ephemeral. a aomethl.ng of the spirit, a something that lilt• us a UtUe 

~vu;:~u~nde ::1:.ff:t !!~·: :;i~1t,dr~!u~1 oh~~toh7.t:;;.·!h~:.· i!:::f ~ :;:~ 
decade ever ainee our country wa1 founded. It thowa itaelf in a certain 
joyou&neu, a certain readiness, that ia baaed not on mere facts, not on mere 

t:~~~i~a~n h~~r:a~e ~~~:!~l?d_ :~at:ee 0~p!~~p~~r:~ rrr,e: b~oo~:.e~ crilla 

civ~ftz!iio~bi~eg:t:g r::Jugt"~~:!:ti:e:,~~ ~~~ibftif~uw!:er u~;h;~t0=. 
~!.~br::b:o=~~ W:o ~~ to~1~::t c:~~f1 ~~~!~~D~D:O:!'::r:~ D::; 
mdhod1 of government. We are told that representative government in tht 

:::r~~ ~~~~ed11u non 1r~~:~o~~\*!~~n~m1::1!~% ~~;!u:~e ~~=~ ~~~~~~ !~:~ 
have been taki11g pf:ce In theu latter yean. And pes•imi•tl have demanded 
dictatorehlpa in va-doua partl of the world, or Communiam, or the u&urpation 
of eonatitutional funetlona by public servant. or ~ would·be sub11c tenants. 

IU~..:~srt: Pai~i~k1,•r:hi::~ire;!:~.o~a rrr::~btrri~~: ~:n,a tfme:: ~f~:~ 
io the hiat.ory of nationa and in the hiat.ory of our nation in particular, otbu 

fi~:~tc:~f!~o~~~:il':d !:!1ui:: =~ :n;~e:~;,a~0th~o1~~ee C:r:! t!t ;::; 
York, two hundred and fifty years ago. For a number of generatfona tbtae 

~~o~~edia~:."~u!:rn~~~~rth:-.;ii!J!~:e::;~~1J'~~i~~;~!~~~;· i~u;!~u,a~o~~ 
Yet a very large percentage of the inhabitanta of theae colonies in that year 
1683 had come to our ahoret to escape religioua or governmental intolerance, 
,afl intolerance which, however, in many cuea followed them into their volun­
tary exile. The band of an incredibly atupld Engli11b ministry stretehtd out 
aero .. the sea three thouaand miles to hold firmly in ita grasp all authority, 
all regulation, all legialation, no matter how local ita character. ln the 
making of what were purely local lawa these early eoloniata had no part or 
voice. 

To be aure, under a aomewhat enlightened Dutch rule, when my original 
progenitor came here, there waa a certain amount of what you and I would 
call P!'raonal liberty. The Duteh loved it and lived it. But aa aoon " 
Enghah rule came to thla town, it waa taken away u it had betn In the 
other colonies. And ao all through the aeventiea of that fint century of our 
civilization, constant demanda were made for the aetting UP. of aome form 
of repreuntative Jegielath·e bodiea to be elected by tbe free men themeelveL 
Thia wu true in every part of the eeaboard, but It waa reserved for one 
man more than any other to become what well may be eaUed the founder of 
repreaentative government in America. His name ia not kno"'" u it should 
be in tht. Sta.te of New York. Tbomaa Dougan, a native of the CoUllty of 
Kildare in Ireland, had aened hia King, Charlet the Second, in ma.ny etimea, 

P~!vi~i:e ~;e~~:~~o!~r f:!! ~::-;::p~~:~h~a!!:. ~~~o;;y:~f.ip of the 
I like to think of that acene when b~ came into our harbor in August, 

1683, to be met at the Battery by the citizens of the town of New York with 
a petition. That petition uked the n'ew Royal Governor to do something 

~~:tCofo~0':\e~~~:u:; :.~n:'~;ede1~t!o h~f~b!:~ f;a~te~ae~~: .. P~~~taf! 
two montLa that petition bad bee.n granted, and ttie dnt general election bad 
liMn held in the Colony of New York, a.nd in October, 1683, a Legialat.lve 
Assembly met for the ftrat time. You and I know It 11 the Legialative 
Asa.e.mbly that puled what Ia known in our hlat.ory aa the Charttr of Llber· 
tlea, the legislative body, which waa the direct ancestor of that legialatura 

~~~~~w~~Y m:nnl ~~:; :t~:r~Je e~':Jded.o ~!:nf~~f. ~~m0:~~n~~k8~~! ~~~ 
by the dotena. If you will read that J;arttr of 1683, you will /nd In It, word 
for word, phraaea wblc:b are today In t11e ConatltutloD of the State of New 
York, More tbu that, from that original charter 1ou will tiDd pbr ... after 
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phrue and word after word found in the Declaration of lnde~de.nce itMlf. 

Thomas Dongan, the flnt .Irish Governor of New York waa the author ha 

:,1'bf,e :f!j~~t~~~~~~il iJ!:rt~~r~·~~~~J:!t ~'fibu~fr~&:!d.
11V:UI".': 

aggre .. ive freedom In all that afl'teted the young colony. Above all, Thomu 

~:f~~;~~h~;eo~h:::~~~~; ~~e~ie~a: ~he o::;b~f.h!~~\
4 o"t ;,~ r!;,C:: 

.H:nlative government. I am happy that in my neighboring Clty of Poufh· 

~:ef•~en:: ~~: !:t~80:e~~~l.i :;•::i~ ~!.~Go!~::: ::._~~~::'~fth: o: 
State. I hope that the day will come aoon when this ~eat city will erect 

an appropriate memorial to the man who met and aohed the Ant great critia 

in the history of the State of New York. 
While it ia true that New York hu bad m&DJ' Governon with lOme lridl 

blood in their nine, it Ia a l1o true that we hue only bad three wllo han 

oome of dirett Irish dee.eent. 0\·tr two eenturiel et:s,•ed bdw«n the r•­
u:::J:ifi.ohr;~~ .. Dongan and that of my old frie • that lple'Ddid. citiu:a, 

Up in Albany I inherited from my illuatriou1 predeceuor, &mOD« otha 

~~B!·r: ~~~r~~{;n•~:a~o e~~~tli:;a<!o:e::::,d !h!:t t~~~:-t;a Al'f!.~. ~!: 
of book1 that look ~retty dry, eotitled, Tbe Public Papers of the Oonn:aon 

~: ~~!:~~e.Go~:no;.~~:~.~':~~~YI pf~e:::::~ '!!~~%k~!;o:;: ::-:ft 
thOle par.;n that I bne read, goin~ back a h1lf cutury, I do not hetitate 

~~ o~.C~II:~ :J~~~~te::' ;:.~:~~D·~e f:~~ba1:;_ the 1peeehe".1 and ~ 
An the third of thi1 great trio, I need £ard1y name-the mu who h .. 

reorganized the government of our State in these latter years; the ID&Il who 

,.. .... reapon1ible, more than any other, for initiating the great program of 

social reform in whieh we are 1till engaged; t.ha man who i1 with ua tonipt 

and who will be with the Friendly Sona of many St.. Patrick'• Dap ia the 

yeara to come--Alfred. E. Smith. 
The day before yeaterday I heard for a few minutes on the radio the •olce 

of the President of the lriab Free State three thou.eand miles away. Yn. 

~l!: r·~~~eb,.:' }~o:a~La~~~o~o•~d~~.er!C:h'~ddr~:d.~~ ~e::.; :at 
in a ll of the ~nomic depreulon which today aJrect. the world, the lriU 

Free State atanda out almoet alone aa a government with a balancrd budget. 

u a country with an increaeing trade, u a people eufl'erlnJ but little from 

unemployment and from hardabip. And it it but a abort time ago that the 

wi1eacres in muy parta of the world were shaking their beads CTffl' the pc»­

eible ability of Ireland to rule herself. These ten yeara have diuot.ed theta 

doubts. These ten years hue ahown tllat the hope and the coi!Jiidenee that 

the overwhelming majority of Iriehmen in every part of the world held 

throup:b centuries of struggle hue not been miaJ?la.ced. The :rean to come 

will ri'·e an even greater ju1tiflcation of that faJtb. . 

Jn A:d~er:{ :~~~i::ia~~~ i: ;:;j:!~ ~::e.~l" ia ~~;·d..~ l:~ YT:= 
years ago, on the 17th of :March, I entered into the bleued state of wedlock. 

~~~dilfn aor.;.f fe~u J:u;~e'~;::.~n~o: •rooco:h!~e":~~i.~7~tbf ::·X!,:: 
Rooae"~t family weddmg broke up the St. PaCrlck'• Day parade on Fifth 

h:::u:~;n~h~f b~~ln~~nio a n:ted~~fe 1~h:b;~:.fd~~t:: ::: ~!t~"~ta~ ~ 

~=:.it0:f 'l:: :';l~~n!rt'be•P~!~d:n?~rbr~~e U:i~ld {t!~:t:~t!ed:e0t:: 
awn resulted not only ln complet.ely throwlnJ the parade Into confueloa, but 

re1uh.ed s l.a In the total eclipM of the bride and grOoat. 
Nevertllelese, In spite of the hard1hlp• of being married on SL Patrl~• 

Day, If I had to do It all over eaaln, J would cbOOM the 17th of llarc:h, ud 

I y,·ould cb001e the .. me flrL 
And ao, with your permlulon, In order that, befora J talca t.h• mldnlartt 
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~r;:;!n -~~ff~ct~:UJ• 1 u.n n';ht~nd0~ '::, th:!b:n~e f~:\~.-~J!~fy ~!! 
of SL Patrick here an~ every dime, in all the Jt&rl to come, all the happi­
nut, a ll the health and wealth and prosperity and all the keeping of that 
•piritud value that ma.kea you today what you are, that m&kea you a con. 
tributioo to the great eauae of huma.D liberty and of mankind. 
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